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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 



LEVTIS BAGOT, D. D. 



LORD BISHOP OF SAINT ASAPH. 



MY LORD, 

^■^HE honor which yoU have been pleafed 
to confer on a former publicatipn of 
iniae {a), by caufing a very large portion of 
it to be edited in the Welch language ; and 
the manner in which you were ib good as to 

f 

apply to me, at that time peribnally a ibranget 
to your Lordihip, for my aflent to the plan, 
and to fpeak of thofe parts of the book, the 
tranflatton of which was not required by your 
immediate purpofe; have rendered it my 
duty to embrace any opportunity which might 
occur of publicly teftifying my gratitude. 

(a) A Familiar Sarvej of UieCbriflmp Rieligion, &c. 
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1 avail myfelf of the prefent occafion with 
cordial plealure. Allow me to fay that, in- 
dependently of all private confiderations, the 
proof which your Lprdfhip's conduft afforded 
of vigilant Iblicitude to adopt any mealure 
which, in your opinion, fliould feem likely 
to be lubfervient to the eternal interefts of 
the inhabitants of the diocefe configned to 
your fuperintendence, excited in my mind 
very lively emotions of fatisfaftion. May the 
^ace of God attend and prolper yoiTr pious 
exertions! 

It may. be right to add ^me few worfs 
refpefting the Volume now infcribed to your 
Lordlhip.. Different writers of Sermons, all 
aiming at the lame ultimate objeft, purfue it, 
according to their relpeftive views, judge- 
ments, habits of ftudy, and other circum- 
ftances, in different ways. The vineyard of 
God will employ and remunerate labourers 
of various defcriptions. My prefent ef- 
forts, as an humble workman in that vine- 
yard, have been principally direftcd to two 

points : 
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points : the diucidation of fomc fi^ndament^I 
dodrihes of our faith ; and thc.inciilcation of 
a praftical truth of the higheft moment, yet 
a truth which too often, if we may judge: 
by the language in common, .ufe among 
men when fpeaking either concerning ithemr 
felves or others, is /fatally undifcerhed or 
difregarded, that nothing Ihort of an avowed 
and unreferved lurrenddr of the, whole heart 
to God through Chrift, evinced, under the 
bleffing of diviiie. grace, by a . zealous and 
habitual purfuit of univerfal holinefs, is Re- 
ligion. 

Many perlbns appear to imagine that, when 
once the refearches of an individual into the 
Chriftian Revelation have fatisfied him as to 
its facred authority, the remainder of his re- 
ligious courfe lies plain and ealy before liiip. 
They perceive not that he has afcended but 
the firft and the lead laborious acclivity of 
the mountain. Surely it requires but a fmall 
degree of infight into human nature and the 
Scriptures to difcover with how much greater 

A 4 facility 
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facility the underftanding is convinced of 
ipectilative truths than the heart is fubdtied 
to a produ6live faith and a pra<%ical love of 
holinefs. I Ihalls rejoice if any part of th©^ 
following pages Ihould be rendered inftru- 
mental iti diiii'pating the pernicious delufion 
which I have mentioned. 
I am> with iincere tefyQ0L, 

My Lord> • 
Your Lordfliip's obliged 

and affediionate Servamt^ 



THOMAS GISBORNE. 



Yoxall Lodge> 
April 20, 1802. 
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Jesus Chribt the Coraer-Stone. 
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^ehold ! 1 lay in Zjon a chief Corner-Stone^ 
eleSly precious ; and be tbaf heJieyetIf on jTm 
Jball not he confounded f 

» « . * * 

nnO the attentivje reader the holy Scriptures 
continually offer new fubjeids of admi*!' 
ration and gratitudes Among other circumr 
fiances which will excite his wonder and 
thankfuinefs;, he will notice the accommodating 
condefceniion of God to the duUneis of humaa 
underftanding, in fetting before men undi^r ib 
copious a variety of appropriate and familiar 
figures the nature aad plan of Redemption 
through Chrift. The fower fowing his feed ; 
the good ihepherd giving his life for the Iheep; 
the vine nourifhing its branches ; the king 
making a marriage for his fon ; the houfp* 
holder iiiperintendipg his vineyard ; thP fa-? 
Vol. I. B %h^^ 



2 jfe/us Chri/i the Corner-Stone. 

Iher receiving the repentant prodigal; the 
mafter fettling accounts with his feryants ; the 
wheat-field overfpread with tares; the net caft 
into the fea, and gathering fiflies of every kind: 
thcfe are among 'Jfehe ttin^e^^j by which the of- 
fice of the Son of God> and his deaUngs with 
man, are repr^nttd ^tid rendgfed clear to our 
apprehenfions. In the paflage how before 
us the apoftle allude&.to our Saviour under 
the deicription of a mafly comcr-ftone placed 
in the foundation of a building, that it 
may unite and bind together the principal 
walk, and iney thi^s en&ire the 6r^ne& and 
the durability of the ftrufture. Chrift is 
difplayed to us as the chief corner-ftone, of 
chofen ftrength, of ineftimable value, fixed by 
the hand of God imnfelf, jatid capable of ilif« 
taiaing for ever and ev« the labsic of the 
tmiverfal churc^ Under :)tbis image Chrifl* 
iwas originally pourtrayed by David and Kaiah. 
H'be Jione which the builders rejufedy the. fame 
is become the head-Jione rf. the cemer. This is 
the LorXs doing \ it is marveJlaus in our e^es (a). 
^Therefore thus faith the Lord God; Be* 
iold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a fans, a 
tried Jione, a precious corner-Jione, a fure found* 
ation \ he that believeth on him JbaU not make 
hafie (^) ; fhall not be hurried into difmay, ihall 
not be confounded. To thefc words c^ liaiah 

(a) Pfalm cxviii. 22^ ^. (}) Ifaiah^ xxviii. l6» 

St. 



^ Pc^er refers. To thi^ St. Paul ^Ifo refcjs 
ia his. epifttes to t]\p Romaios^ 9n(l to %\\^ 
Ephefians (c)^ Iji fqvjeral paffages iri thq Now 
Tcik^mont the ^^prM&ons of Payi4 arp ^fkfi'w 
wi^ recited and applied to (fhrill (<^). j[pro- 
poie, ther^fore^ in %\iQ fifft plaf:e^ toppifit o^t 
^M;p^ o£tixo p^ticulafs with yci^eft. t9 whicji 
Wf are !^ r^ard J?fp3 Chrifl" .»s the^fat co?* 
T^t'^ikom, lAnd I ihall ende^^^wr. fLftEfTWSif^ 
tf) illuijtr^^ the aninf^^pg deplarfftion of St^ 
P^tpr;. thft^jbe j/vhp Jbejieveth oa Chrift fliall 
Hof b(5 confounded : ^nd tjbe treisfiendputi 
warning \^rhich ^it ^yohcs, th^t t^ey whd rcr 
fufc to ,beJi^e <j)n Chrift ;j[l)t4i I??' f:onfoufi4# 

... 

,rj/, -_— .- 

^ I. J, Jofi^Sf Chrift ip tfK? ccw?n^-ftpiKf,of re?^ 
ligipus . do(9?rin^, H^ is the fol^ fpuadjttiqp^ 
the; abthor a?kd iin[i(her (^) qf our faith, Het 
tf^rp^; foom the Father ; hp is onf witli th^ 

F»ti»«rrji94 he'ki><PWf*h tha will of thef^tljcf. 
He wa? in the beginnii^ with (?od,-aa4 w^ 

pod : ws4 hf ^new ^g ii^cproprc^pBiii^e i^^ 
ttir^\a9d.>tb^ .unchangisf^We at^ljv^t^ pjf tlji$ 
(jodh^e^^dv He Imeyr the p^pfefSt hplin^s ne-* 
pe;fl4ry Jo obtain ac<?eptanpe ftpm a Qgi 0$ 
holipeAf H^ knew the inhere^^ h^inoy^fneiii 

(c) Rotnans^ ix. 39. x. II. Ephefiaos^ ii. 20. (ti) Malt.' 



4 J^f^ Cbri/l iffe€drh&^SioHd.. 

<jf <m; the extreme guilt ' of every demtioh 
horn the divine law, df every ihftance of re^ 
trellion againft God* He Icnew how great 
rtitift be the facrifice, for he ciffered him- 
felf to be. made that lacrifice, by- which the 
pardbri t)F fin, and the reftoration of the di- 
vine favoiir IhcAild be procured. He knevV 
by whkt iprice, for that pricfe he undertook to 
pay,- the ODtttinual grace bf the Holy Spirit, 
by which alone the finner could be enabled to 
lepcnt, to believe, to become holy, and to per- 
fevere in holinefs, muft be purchafed. He 
was the Son of the God of truth: he was 
Truth himfelf : afnd he came into the world to 
bear witnefs to the truths By his perfbnal 
miniftry, and by the miniftry of his apoftlcs, 
he t^ealed to the fallen childritn of men the 
things' which belonged to their peace. By 
his Spirit Ke-inftruded and empowered the 
facrcd writers of the New Teftiment to'lprcad 
to the moft diftant'regions, to deliver dbWn to 
the lateft generations^ the words^ of eternal 
life. Well thereforemay St. Paul affirm that 
all Striptur^ a profitable for doSlrine (fj. Well 
may St. John* pronoiince ; Wbofoever abideth 
not in the doihine of Chrlfi^ hath not God : he 
that abideth in the do^rine of Chriji^ he hath 
both the Father and the Son. If there come any 
unto you and bring not this do£irine ; receive 

(/) rltm. iu. 16. 

him 
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im not into your boufe^ neither bid him God, 
fpeed: for he that biddetb him God/peed, ispar-^: 
taker of his evSJ deeds (g). ; Learn then your 
faith from J the mouth rof your Saviour, and 
of his inipired apoftlcs and evangelifts. Look 
to your Bible. Fix your foot on that rock* . 
Apply to yourfelf the admonitions of St. Paul ; 
B^ fiedfaji: in the unity of the faith. Be not 
tojfed to and fro ^ and carried about with every 
wind of do3rine : but peaking the truth in 
love, grow up unto him in all things who is the. 
heady even Chrifl. Be not carried about with 
dvDers and Jirange do6irines; for it is a, good 
thing that the heart be eftabJi/hed with grace. 
Remember them which hdmefpoken unto you the 
word of God: whofe faith follow i con/idering 
the end of their converfation, Jefus Chri^, the 
fame yeflerday, and to day, and for ever (i&), ■ 
Recolle<% the proiphetic warning of the fame 
apoftle. The time will come when they will 
not endure found doStrine (/'). That time has 
long fince arrived^ The prophecy has already 
been, fulfilled, and is at this day fulfilling^ 
with reifpeA to multitudes. Numbers at this 
day, while they profefs therpfelves Chriftians, 
ereift themfelves in oppofition to the efTential 
doftrincs of the Gofpel. Sometimes they ex-* . 

(^) 2 John, 9—1 1 . (A) Ephef. ir. IS— 15. ^ Hcb. kiU. 
y— 9* (f) 4 Tim, iv. S. 

B'3 claim 
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daim dgainft its myfteries : and prefumihg^ 
to mfeafart by theit tmaflifted rcafon fubjcfts 
iitttirly b^^yotid the grif^ of litiman under-* 
ftanding^ plunge into the moft extravagant 
wildrtcffes dT ifitefptetation, rat&wr than bend 
to the jdain and rfepi^ted decla«tioiis of God 
coftceiming the nature of his own Godhead. 
Moft frequently they t&lce offence at the hu* 
iiniltatit}g fkfts which Xit at the root of the 
€b<3ritie of redemption : that man i]» radically 
fcorrapt ; that the law of God is a law of per- 
feift holinefs^ and requites perfe^ obedience ^ 
that atiy breach of that law in any one pointy 
iub)ei6ls the 6fFender to the penalty of btemal 
4eith ; that hblinefs is in no refpeA the pro«* 
du<% of the humah heart, but ait^ Aer the 
£nHt of the ^irit of God ; and confequently 
tbat whoever Ihall receive rcmiffion ^ pu- 
nifliment^, fanSiiication, and the gift df life 
4temai^ will receive all thele blefBnga fblely 
thrbugh the free grace and mercy of God in 
Chiift, and will owe no one of them in the 
ihi^eA portion or degree to any right or me«* 
fit 6f his owTir Numbers, inftead of humbly 
ackiioWledging the:fe truths^ which are a» con«^ 
itftent with reafon as they are decidedly in-* 
eulcated in the Scriptmes> proudly rely oA 
their fuppofed perlbnat rigbteoufheis ; dare to 
claim forgivenefs and falvation as in part at 
leafi 4ue to their ovrn excellence and good 

works ; 
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teorks ; and are fb fat from lopking to Cbrii^ 
as the £>Ie ground of bop$ of d^yerance^ 
from the wrath to come, and of admiflSoiii 
into the kingdoni' ,of glory, that they re- 
gard his atoning iacn£ce merely, if 1 may 
venture to apply the term to fo aweful a fub- 
jeA, as a fort of mtake-weight, which m^y 
(X)mpenfate for fuch of their tranigrefBons a^ 
their own imaginary righteoufnefs may not 
have been altogd:her lufficient to countervails, 
So bfind to their owft Hate, fo ignorant of thp 
fundamental principles of Chriftianity, aro 
many who frequent Chriftian worlhip 1 May 
Cod grant that few or none of yovkt^ whei^ 
you fei^amine yotar otvn faith, may |ind your- 
ielyes of this defcription ! Meditate tbin^ ai^ 
the apofUe exhort^, upon thefe things. Tqk^ 
heed to thy f elf and to thydo£lrin^z continue im 
them. Speak thou the things which become 
Jbund doSlrine; that inen be found in faitii^ 
4jr any man confent not to wholefome words, 
even the words of our Lord ^efus Chrifij an4 
to the doffrine which (s according tfi godlinefs ; 
be is proud, knowing nothing {k). 

2. Chrift, in the fecond place, is the comer- 
ilooe of mortlity. He conferred, in various 
ways, moil: eminent glory on the moral law of 
God. He came to give himfelf as a facrifico 

(*> i Ttm. iv. li, l6. Tu.il 1,2. 1 TiiiL vL 3, 4. 
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for offences committed againft that law : ' and 
thus eftablHhed in the &.ce of men and of the 
ftniverfe, the excellence of that law ; and 
cvkicJed the heinoufnefs of fin, for which no 
inferior atonement could llif&ce. In explaili^. 
mg that law, he, fliewed by his fermon on the 
mount, as well as by many occafional expofi- 
tions, its holy and fpiritual nature. Far from 
perverting its operations, like' the Pharifees 
and Scribes ; far from retraining its influence, 
according to their abfiird and pernicious iyf- 
tem, to outward and notorious fins, or cx^ 
hauiling its efficacy on the punctilious obfer-^ 
«nce of trifling duties and unauthorifed in^ 
juhiS^s ; he^ fandioned and magnified the 
whole law : he affigned to its feveral precepts 
and conimandmentis the place and preponder* 
aiice to which they vrerie i*e^*eftively entitled : 
arid he es^ehded' the- empii^e of every one of 
them to the heart. Think Hot, faid he, that I 
dm cdrfie to deftroy the Jaw: I am not c&hte to d€^ 
Jbroyj hut to fulfil. For verily I fay unto you ^ till 
heaven and earth pafs, one jot or one tittle Jball 
in no wife pafs from ihe law, till all ie fulfilled. 
Wbi unto youy Scribes and Pharifees ! for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anife and cummin \ and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law f judge* 
ntent, meny, and f ait h* Thefe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone. . fTho-^ 

Joever 
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Joever is angry with bis brother Without a caufe 
is in danger of the judgement. Whofoever batetk 
bis hrotber is a murderer. Whofoever looketb 
0n a woman to luft after her, bath already 
committed adultery with her in bis heart. Out 
of the heart proceed the. things which d^le a 
man. Bleffed are the pure in heart : for they 
Jballfee God{l\ During the whole period of 
his miniftry he afforded a conilant example of 
perfedl obedience to the moral law. Every 
duty which it became him as a man to fulfil 
towards men, he difcharged no l^fs pun6hially 
than thole obligations of which the immediate 
objeA was God. He was holy^ undtfiledy fe^ 
parate from Jinners {m). Made like unto his 
brethren {ti) in every point except one ; in one 
point he differed totally and immeafurably 
from them all : for he was without Jin {o). By 
his. example, and ibr the cxprefs purpofe of 
glorifying his name, every moral duty is in* 
culcated and enforced by the apoffles : aad 
thus alfb the moral law is continually rcceiy* 
ing additional glory through him. If humi^ 
lity is to be impreffed. Let this mind^ faith 
St. Paul, be in you which was in Chri/i Jefus ; 
who being in the form of Ghd thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made bimfelf 

</) Matt. V. 17, 18. xxiii. 23. v. 22. 28. xv. 18 v. 8. 

1 John, in. \5. {?w) Heb. vii. 26, (n) Hcb. ii. IJ^. 

(0) Hcb. iv. 15. , ' 
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rfna teput^ion, and took upon him the form if 
dfervantf and was .made in ike Ukenefs of m$n^ 
And being fmnd infqfbion as a many he humbled 
himfelf amd became obedient unto death j even tb» 
death if the crofs (p). When the fame apoftlo 
recommends meeknefs and gentlenefs ; what 
is his argument ? I hefeech you by the meeknefs 
and gentlenefs of Chrift {q). When he exhorta 
to unity and concord^ and mutually edifying 
affiftance ? Let every one (fuspleafe bis neigb-^ 
hour for his good to edification : for even Chrift 
pleafed not hirnfelf: iqught not his own eafe 
and iatisfaAion^ but the benefit of others. The 
God of patience and confolation grant you to he 
like minded one towards another y according to 
Chrift jfefus ; that ye may with one mind and 
me mouth glorify Crod(r). When he admo«* 
niihes Chriftians to brotherly love; to what 
pattern does he refer us I Walk in love^ as 
Chrift alfo hath loved us ; and bath given . bim^ 
f^for us an offering and afacrifice unto God{s). 
By what example does he enforce the duty of 
Arpvenefs ?. Even as Chrift forgave you^ fo alfo 
do ye (/). How does he encourage charity to 
the poor ? So labouring ye ought to Jupport 
the weak ; and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jejiis, how he faid, It is more blejfed to 

ip) PhiHpp. ii. 5 — 8. {q) 2 Cor. x, 1. (r) Bom. xv. 1.— 6. 
(s) Eph. V. 2. (0 Col. Hi. 33. 

give 
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ghe than U receive (u). When St. Peter 
teaches men to be patient under injuries; 
what model does he propofe to them ? Ifp 
when ye do well and fuffer for it, ye take it pa^ 
tseutly, this is acceptable with God. For Cbri/l 
aljb fuffer ed for uSy leaving us an example that 
we Jbould follow if is fleps : who did no fn, 
neither was guile found in bjs mouth : who 
when be was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he fuffered be threatened not {w). When the 
iame apoftle inculcates univerfal holinefs ; to 
what ftandard does he diredl tlie thoughts of 
his followers? As be, Jelus Chrift, wbicb bath 
called you is holy \ fo he ye holy in all manner 
f/* converfation {x). Is not the fame motivb 
urged by St. John ? He tbat faitby be abideth 
in Him, natnely, in Chrift, ougbt bimfelf aljd 
to walk even as he walked {y). And do not 
the facred writers hold up the name of Chrift 
as the ^eat and conftant incitement to all ho* 
linefs ? Whatfoever ye do in word or in deed^ 
do all in the name of the Lord Jefus. Let God 
in all things he glorified through Jefus Cbrift. 
Let every one tbat nametb the name of Cbri/l 
dfpartfrom iniquity («)• 

If Chrift has thus glorified^ if he has 
thus eftablifhed^ in its wideii: extent, th« 

(tt) Ads, XX. 35. {w) 1 Pet. ii. 20—23. {x) 1 Pet. i. 15. 
<^) 1 Joba^ii. 6. {%) Col. ill. i;. 1 Pet. iv. U. 2 Tim. ii. ig. 

moral 



m6fal. law of God, by his life, by fai« 
death, by: his ^ perfbnal inftruftiotis, and by 
the Holy Gboft fpeaking by- the mouth of hif 
apofti^ : how fatally do thofe unhapf)y ittcit 
dcceiye theiTifelves who diieourfe ofaijiiti- 
^ted law; who imagine that they are in any* 
d^ec let at liberty through Chrift from any 
one obligation to univerfal holinefi, from any 
one bianch or particle of moral duty. Shew 
me thy faith by thy works {a), if thou hopeft ta 
enter into heaven. If the fruits of feith dot 
not habitually appear in thy life ; thine is not 
a feith which will juftify thee through Chrift# 
If thy deeds are the deeds of darknefs ; thou 
belongeft to the kingdom of darknefs. If thou 
indulged thyielf in any known fin ; thou art 
in bondage to the author df fin. Unlefs with a 
broken and contrite heart thou fieefi: untojefiis^ 
and haft thy fruits through his Spirit unto holi-* 
nefe ; thy end fliall not be everlafting life. 

3. Jefiis Chrift, in the third place, is the 
comer-ftone of Salvation. Other foundation can 
na man lay {h). There is no other name under 
heaven^ given among men^ whereby they mujl 
he faued (tr). Through him we are juftified j 
through him we are fanftified ; through him 
vrc receive the inheritance of eternal life* 
In confequence of the finfulnels and difbbe- 

(a) Jamc^ iL 18. (h) 1 Cor. iii. 11. (c) Afts, iv. 12. 

dience 
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dience of met! a covenant of works neceflarily 
terminates in death. All have Jbined^ and 
tdmejbort qf the glory of God: and by the deeds of 
the tawJbaJl no jlejh he jujiified in his fight {i)i 
The wages of fin, of every fin, is death {e). 
Every* man reads his own ruin in that tre* 
mendous denunciation; Curfed is every me that 
continuetb not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them (f): and 
looks forward with gloomy forebodings to 
the final fentence on record againft all who 
ihall remain under the curfe of the law : He^ 
part, ye curfed, into everlq/iiiig fire {g). 
.' Chfiil is the mediator of a new and a bet« 
tW' CQven$ix>t eflabliihed in hb own blood. 
He redeemed us from the curfe of the law , being 
madeaeUrfeforus', that he might recondle 
us to God. by 'the crofs (Jbi). He laid down 
his life of :himfelf : no man took it from him : 
but he laid down his life of himfelf (/); that all 
that believe in him, and prove their faith by 
holy obedience, fhould be clothed with hif 
righteoufnefs, and receive, through the merits 
of his atonement, pardon and eternal happinefs. 
He rofe from the dead, and lhewc4 himiclf 
again upon earth, for Qur juftification {k) : as a 

{d) Rom. iii. 20 — 23. (e) Rom. vi. 23. James ii. 10, 11. 
(/) Gal. iii. 10. (^) Matt. xxv. 41. {h) Gal. iii. 13. 

(f) John^ XV. 18, {k) Rom. iv. 25. 
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dccHive proof that the price which he $bA paid 
for httman redemption was accepted ; that tho 
divine juftice was appeSiied by the fuffering^ 
mrbichi as the fiirety of man^ he had fuflainad } 
that mercy and recoiiyciliation through him 
were freely offered to all mankind; that ha 
ever liveth to make intef cefiion for us ;.' that 
lie has the keys of deatb and the graye^ that 
to him all judgment is oommitted; that he hat 
«U power in earth and heaven; Through him 
we hafve accefs to the Father. He is the way^ 
and the truths and the life: and no man cometh 

unto the Father but by Him (/)• Through. 
Him blbue we obtain the regenerating fanAi- 
Hcation of the Holy Ghoft. If we are bd$m 
again ^f water and of tie Spirit ; emblematic 
tally of Water, fiibftantially of the Spirit ; and 
ure thus rendered capable of entering into the 
kingdom of God {ni) ; that Spirit is the Spirit 
of Chrift, and is fent forth by Chrift from the 
Father («). If we are faved by the wq/hing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Gbofti 
that influence of the Holy Ghoft is Jbed on 
us dbundafiily through Jefus Chrift our Sa^ 
viour {o). If we come forth from our graves 
to the refurreSiion of life i it is becaufe Chrift 

(I) Ephef. ii. 18. John, xiv. 6, (m) John, iii. 5. 
^) Rom. Tui. 9* Jobn^ xv. 20. (o) Tit. iii.'5> 6. 
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2i?eth that we ihall live alio (/). If we arc 
admitted into the maniions of his Father; 
it is becaufe He is gone before to prepansi 
a {4ace for ujs {q). WjdX .therefore fpake.the 
ifoice of prophecy^ when God anadunced 
beforehand the future earning of hi9 Soisi iet 
the flefli ; Rejoice greatly, Q dwgbter 4)f Zumc 
fiptU^ O daughter of yeru/kbm! Behold, ihy 
King Cometh unto thee : He^-it^jt^, and having 
folvatian. I will place fahatton in Zhm fair 
Ifraeh I will alfo give theejhr a light unto the 
Gentiles ; that thou mayefticniy fahdtion unto 
the ends (f the earth (r). Well do the &cred 
writers of the New Teftament celebrate the 
Lord Jefus. under the name of a Horn ^fal^ 
vation, the Captain of our Jalvstion (j). Well 
might that glorious and countle^ multitude 
{ecn by St. John before the throne, of God 
and of Chrift ; a great multitude which no man 
could nuntbtr, of all nations and kindreds, and 
peoples and tongues, clothed with p)hite robe^, 
and palms in their hands ; well might they cry 
with a loud voice, while the iurroimding hoils 
of angels fell down on their faces and WOr* 
ihipped> Salv/aion to our God and unto the 
liomb (/)^ My brethren, Hnv Jhall we efcapOy 
if we negle£ifo great falvation {u) P 

(p) John^ V. 29. xiv. ig. (q) John, xiv. H. (r) Zecb. ix. Q. 
Ifaiah> xlvi. 13. xlix, 6, (s) Luke, i, 69, Heb. ii. lO. 

(0 Rev. vii. 9—12. («) Hcb. ii. 3. 
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H. I. Tkus tlicn we arc to look to Jcfus 
Chrift as the Comcr-ftonc of our faith^ of oilir 
rpra^ice, of our jultification, of our fanftifica- 
ction^ of our hopes of pardon and eternal life. 
}i^^'«^}lO^ iMiild^^n that corner*f]tonp^ builds on 
a^ fore roct : he Vho believes on Chrift ih^ll 
not be confounded^ : 

\ Cbri/i, faith' the apoftle, is able to fame to the 
uitermoft them thut come ' unto God by him {w). 
He is head 'oVer'all thihgs to his church,, 
■which he purchafed with his own blood. He 
has declared that the gates of hell fhall not 
prevail againil it. Fear noty little Jlock, faid he 
to, his diiciples : for it is your Fathers good 
fleafure to give you the kingdom {x). Into that 
univerfal church he invites all mankind. Go 
into all the world \ and preach the gofpel to every 
creature. Come unto me y all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden ; and I will give you refi. Take 
my yoke upon you, and ye Jhalljmd reft to your 
fouls. Him that cometh unto me^ I will in nq 
^ wife cafi out (y). For the fcripture faiths as 
St. Paul iiibjoins, whojbever believeth on Him^ 
Jball not be q/hamed. F(fr there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek ; for the fame 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 

{w) Heb. vii. 25. {x) Luke^ xii. 32* (^) Mark, 

xvi. 15. Matt. xi. 28^ 29. John^ vi. 37. 
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For wbofoever Jhall call upon the name of tie 
Lord Jbdll be Javed («)• Believe then in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou Ihalt be faved (a). 
Haft thou a true and lively faith in Chrift : 
not a barren and dead faith, influencing only 
thy underftanding ; but a genuine and living 
laith, governing thy heart, and proving its 
own reality by ftedfaft holinefs of life ? Thy 
faith has already brought thee into the w^ay of 
ialvation. Perfevere in the fame faith unto 
death* and thou ihalt obtain ialvation. For 
he that enduretb unto the end, the fame Jbcdl he 
faved {b). My Jbeep, faith the Lord Jefus, 
beat my voice ; and I know them, and tbey foU 
low me. And I give unto them eternal life; 
and tbey fball never peri/b, neitber fball any 
pluck them out of my hand{c). If, as jNoah 
fled to the ark, thou haft fled for refuge from 
defbu<^ion to thy Saviour; and if thou proveft, 
by hearing his voice and following him, that 
thou continueft in his flipcp-fold : thefe pro- 
mifes are made unto thee. Chrift, the good 
ihepherd, will not permit the powers of dark- 
nefs to pluck thee from thence by violence-: 
and he will afford the grarce fu;fficient, if thou 
wilt feek and employ it aright, to prefervt thee 
itova abandoning hiy fold of thyfelf. He 

(%} Rom. X. li--*13. (a) Ads^ xvi. 31. 

(*) Matt. X. 22. (c) John, x. 27> 28. 
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* wilt not fufFer thee to be tempted above that 
t^^hich thou art able to fiiftain j but with the 
tfemptatioh will alfo make a way to efbape, 
that thou raayeft be able to bear it. He will 
fb oveitule the fcvents of thy life, that all things 
Ihall work together to thee for good in the 
end, becaiife thou loveft God and thy Re- 
deemer. When he chaftens theie, he will think 
upon m^f dy- When diftrefs and ahguilh arfe 
'ready to bv6ip6wer thie j he will fill thy heart 
with die feitt 6f Gdd> whith paifeth all tin- 
-derftanding.. '% will i^rehgtheii thee u^km the 
•bed of tehguiifliing; he will make afl thy tfed 
m tfcy fickiieis. When thou walkeft throia 
•the valley of the Ihadow of d^tli-, thou fhd 
iear no evil \ fUr he fliall be with the*, W rbd 
«nd his ftri^ flikll cbihfort tkfce. When thob 
-ftandisft bgf^t his ttebne of jiidgem^t^ hfe 
tiriH dcknoMfc^e th^e for his {&rvi.rA. lite 
%ill iriterdtfft' his ' atonieihetit between thete 
Attd condemnatitjh. He i«411 cover thy tm^ 
Ihhorthiriefi with his merits ; he will arrays tKee 
ift his rightefdafnefe. H6 will- chaftge thy vile 
•bbdy, that it tiiay bfe falhioned like tmto his 
^l^drious body, according to the w^drkihg 
^hefiby he is able eVch t6 fubdue all thitigs 
unto himfelf. He will fay unto thee. Come, 
thou bkjfed of my Father ; inherit the ling- 
dom prepared for thee from the foundation of 

the 
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f^e world (^). He will caufe thee to reign 
With him Fot ever and ever. 

Mybretht^n, ifthefe are bleffittgs worthy 
of your purfuit ; remember through whom 
alone they are to be obtained. Remember Jefus 
thrift, the Author and Finiftier of your faith ; 
Jefus Chrift your Legiflator and your King ; 
Jelua Chrift your propitiatory facrifice ; Jefiis 
Gftrift the Lord of life, the Givtr of lalvatbn. 
Tftkb youi* part iVlth him. Confecrate your- 
felves to his fcrvice. Stand fdrth as his fbl* 
dfe¥s in Ae faJfce-of an unrighteotis world. If 
fovi are not with Chrift, you are againft him. 
^hcre is no middle path. If you are hot his 
friends; you are the friends of the world, 
Ae flefh and the devil. If religion is any 
filing, it i^ every thing. If you make ttligion 
k fecondary concern; you iare hot ireligious. 
If it be hot yout prevailing dcfire and ftudy 
day by day tx) walk in the faith of Chrift, 
and to manifeft your love and fear of God 
tiiteugh his Son by humble, watchful, relb- 
lutie and perfeverihg holincfs; you are not 
teligipus. Look well then to youtfclves ; for 
eternity is at ftake. 

2. If the rsghteous Jharcely htfxved ; if even 
thole perlbns, w^hofe hearts the Spirit of lanfti* 
fication has turned unto hoHnefs, mourn unto 

{i) Matt. nv. 34* 
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the clofe of life under the burden of corrup- 
tions flill unfubdued ; and experience, until 
the moment when they grafp in death their 
unfading crown of vidory, the difficulties 
and the dangers of their Chriftian warfare.: 
where JbaJl the ungodly andtbejinner appear (^)/ 
What fliall be the doom of the enemies of 
Chrift ; of thofe who refufe to build on that 
corner-ftone which the hand of God ivus 
planted for falvation ! They Ihall be ccm-^ 
founded for ever. The ftone which ' the 
builders rejeded is become the head-ftonc of 
the comer. Wbofoever Jball fall on tbisjlouep 
Jball be broken : but on wbomfoever it Jball falli 
it Jhall grind bim to powder (fj. 

Confider, whoever thou art; who art un^ 
godly and a Jinrur ! Confider whether thi| 
prophetic warning of the deftrudtion which 
hangs over thine head^ and over the heads of 
all who refemble thee^ has not already re-^ 
ceived in many memorable inftances comple-^ 
tion fo decifive in the prefent world, as to give 
thee full aflurance that the judgements beyond 
the tomb, which are revealed as awaiting the 
impenitent, ihall be accompliflied to the ut« 
terraoft. Suppofe, in the latter d^ys of the 
Evangelift St. John, one of his youthful dif* 
ciples at Ephefus, after hearing a recital of 

(0 1 Pet. iy. 18. (/) Pf. cxviii. 22. Matt. xxi. 42. 44. 
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the life and lufFerings of Chrift, to have en- 
quired of the aged apoftle concerning the 
events which had befallen the moft diftin- 
guifhed adverfaries of his Lord. " Did He- 
rod, who fought to murder the new-born Sa- 
viour at Bethlehem, defcend to the grave in 
peace ?*' " He died, fmitten by the hand of 
God, in agony and defperation ; baffled in his 
attempt to cut (hort his miforable exiftenccA 
worn away by the lingering horrors of a dii^ 
cafo unexampled in loathfomenefs and an-^ 
guiih {g)y What vengeance overtook the 
traitor Judas !'* ** He perilhed by his own 
hand !" ** What was the end of that other 
wretch of the name of Herod, by whom 
Chrift, a (hort time before his crucifixion, was 
derided ?" ** He was ftripped by the Roman 
emperor of his property and of his kingdom, 
and was driven into perpetual exile {b). 
** What befel the iniquitous judge, Pontius 
Pilate ?" *' Recalled in difgrace from his go- 
vernment, and condemned to banifhment, ho 
took away his own life/* ** The city of Teru- 
ialem, which nailed its king to the crofs; 
does it furvive ?*' *' Not one ftonc of it is left 
upon another !" ^' Where is now the Jcwifh 
nation?" " Cut off by unequalled calamities; 

(g) Jofephi Opera, edit, Hudf. vol, ii. p. 768. 770, &c. 
\h) Ibid. p. 820. IO67. 
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or fcattered in bondage and infkmy over thc^ 
face of the earth !** Within the fpan of St*. 
John's life all thefe examples of divine juftice 
and truth were diiplayed. What if we con- 
tinue the enquiry lower ? What befel the 
Roman empire ; which firfl fhed the blood 
of the Mafter, and then perfecuted his fol- 
lowers ? It bowed to the ftandard of the crols ; 
it difhonoured by fin the Chriftian profeflion ; 
a!nd was fwept away by the deluge of barba- 
rians which the Dragon, " the Old Serpent,** , 
is reprefented in the book of Revelations aa 
having poured forth for the deftrudtion of the 
Chriftian cliurch. But were thofe pagan in- 
vaders permitted a long triumph over Chrifti- 
anity ? The earth opened her mouth, andfuoaU 
lowed up thejlood (/). Their names are nearly 
vaniihed from remembrance ; nation after 
nation Ipeedily worfliipped wi^in the pale 
of the church which it came to deftroy ; and 
among their defcendants, deeply as the majo- 
rity of them has been funk for many ages in 
the bitter dregs of a corrupted religion, arc 
to be found peoples and languages eminent for 
evangelical purity of faith. What is the pre- 
fent ftate of thofe pre-eminent antagonifts of 
Jefiis, the votaries of the Papacy and of Ma- 
homet ? To the fervants of Jefus they are ftill 

(i) Rev. xii. 15; 1(5. 
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formidable foes. They hav^ not yet fulfilled 
the appointed peripd, to the conclufion of 
which, conformably to the dilates of Pro- 
phecy, they Ihall have power to afflid: the faints 
of the Moft High. But the Jione, which , in 
the vifions of Daniel, was cut out of the mouri" 
tain without hands ^ Jhall afluredly become a 
great mountain^ and Jhall Jill the whole earth (j). 
However tremendous piay be the temporary 
triumphs in referve for papal Rome; even 
now we behold her, after the lapse of centuries, 
ftaggeriiig under th^t concuflioij which was 
a prelude to her irrecpverablj5 fall. Even 
qlready we behold in the waning crefcent of 
Mahomet the tokens of its perpetual extinc* 
tion. Even already we begin to pxclaim, in- 
the rapturous anticipations of .affured and ex- 
ulting hope ; " Great and marvellous are thy 
wo^ks. Lord God Almighty ! Juft apd true 
are thy ways, thou King pf faints. Wp 
praife thee', we blefs thee, we glorify thee ; 
we acknowledge thee to be thp Lord. 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God pf Hofts ! 
*' . The whole earth is filled with thy glory } 
^* King of kings, and Lord of lords ! 
** Thou haft taken unto thee thy great 
** power, and haft reigned. The kingdom^ 
^' pf this w^orld are. become the kingdpms of 

(7) Daniel, ii. 34, 35. 45. . 
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*^ our Lord ind pi his Chrift ; and He fliall 
*' reign for ever and ever (i)/' 

In the face of thefe admonitory demonftra* 
tions of the truth of the divine threatcnings 
againft tranigreffors, prefumeft thou to think, 
O ungodly fmner ! that thou flialt efcape the 
judgement of God ? Kno weft thou not that 
after thy hardnefs and impenitent heart, 
thou art treafuring up to thyfelf wrath againft 
the day of wrath ? Flames and vengeance, 
tribulation and anguiih, ihali be upon every 
foul of man that doeth evil. The ftone, at 
which thou ftumbleft, fliall fall on thee, and 
grind thee to powder. Mercy has been prefled 
upon thee, bleffings have been heaped upon 
thee, in vain* The counfels of God for thy 
lalvation thou haft rejeAed. The blood of 
thy Redeemer thou haft defpifed. The Spirit 
of grace thou haft grieved. The chains of 
fin are multiplying around thee. The fliades 
of death eternal are clofing over thy head. 
Yet now, even now, it is not too late. Thy 
Saviour ftill waiteth to be gracious. He ftill 
invites, ftill encourages, thee to fly to him for 
pardon and deliverance and peace. To-day, 
if ever thou wilt hear his voice, harden not 
thy heart. The prefent call may be thy laft. 
Arife, and flee for thy life. 

(k) Rev. xi. 17. XV. 3. xvi. 7* ^x. 16. Ifaiah^ vi. 3. 
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SERMON 11. 

The Chriftian Method of Juftification ex- 
plained and vindicated. 



Romans^ iii. ^o — 22. 

By the deeds of the Jaw there Jball no Jle/b be 
ju/iified in his Jight ; for hy the law is the 
knowledge of Jin. But now the righteoufnefs 
of God without the law is manifejledy being 
witnejfed by the law and the prophets ; even 
the righteoufnefs of God which is by faith of 
Jefus Chri/i. 

nnO underftand the value of a benefit, we 
muA eftimate not only its intrinfic 
amount, but the amount alfb of evil which 
it mitigates or removes. If a diftreffed man 
would appreciate the real worth of a donation 
beftowed upon him ; let him cotifider the 
mifery from which it refcues his family and 
himfelf no lefs carefully than the pofitive 
convforts which it enables him to procure. If 

a criminal^ 
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^ criminal, reftored by the clemency of his 
fbvereign to freedom, would become fenfible 
of the extent of the gift ; in computing the 
enjoyments of liberty, let him not forget the 
iuperfeded horrors^ of a dungeon. On the 
fame principle ought every man to form his 
judgement, who is 4efirous to contemplate in 
their full importance the mercies of God in 
the plan of redemption. Together with the 
ftate into which he is raifed, let him labour to 
comprehend that from which he is delivered. 
With the glories of life everlafting, let him 
contrail the blacknels of eternal death. 

It was by this principle that the condu^ of 
the apoftle Paul was aftuated, when he ad- 
dreffed his epiftle to the Romans. His pri- 
ma;ry objedl w'as tb .convince them that all 
mankind, Jews and Gentiles, were alike guilty 
before God ; and could look for pardon and 
for eternal happinefs only through Jefus Chrift. 
St. Paul well knew with what unwillingnef^ 
men acknowledge a dodrine, which .ftands in 
direft oppofition to the pride of heart lb 
deeply rooted in our fallen nature. He knew 
the eagernels, the obftinacy, which we are all 
dilpofed to manifell, in confiding more or lels 
upon our own righteoulhefs ; the earneftnels 
with which we ftrain to Ihut our ey^s againft 
unwelcome conviftion ; the p^ins which we 

employ 
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Employ to twift and explain away the mean*. 
ing of the Scriptures, in order to efcape tlw 
humiUating neceffity of confcffing our own 
utter unworthineis ai>d deprayity in the fight 
of our Lord and Judge. In feveral of ihi^ 
early chapters therefore of this epiftle^ and 
afterwards in the feventh and the eighthj 
he dwells with marked anxiety on this v^Q&.. 
important truth ; — that any man who ihoi^ 
be tried by his own works, by his ow^ de- 
lervings, muft inevitably perifli. XJntU Vifx 
humble recognition pf this truth be extorted, 
from us by a confcioufncfs of our guilt ; wo- 
never fliall be perfuaded to fly with godly 
fear and truly penitent hearts to the crofs of 
Chrift for falvation. They that are whole, iaid 
our Lord to the felf-righteous Pharifees, need 
not a phyjician ; hut they that arejick {a). They 
who are not aware of their Ipiritual maladies, 
defpife and reje<3^ the Saviour who offers, and 
who alone is able to heal them. But they 
whofe eyes are opened ; they who are pene- 
trated with a true fenfe of their deplorable 
condition by nature and by tranigreflion, and 
feel that they are completely unable to deliver 
themfelves from the juft anger of God ; will 
throw themfelves with joy at the feet of their 
Redeemer, and, with, humble and grateful 

hearts^ 
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hearts, will acccept the bleflings which he ofFcrs 
to bellow. They will receive him as their 
Lord ; they will adore him as their Saviour ; 
they, under the guidance of the Spirit of grace, 
•will believe in Him, will love Him, and will 
keep his commandments. They will voalk In 
.Chrtft JefuSy not after the Jlejby hut nfter the 
Spirit : and to them there will be no condem-* 
nation (J). 

It ihali be my endeavour, in the prefent 
difcourfe, to explain to you, from feverial dif- 
tinft confiderations, the nature, and the tranf^ 
cJendant mercy of juftification through Chrift, 

I. Confider, in the firft place, the inherent 

and pcrfeft, and neceffary holinefs of the di- 
Tine law. 

What is the view which the Scriptures 
difplay of the perfeftions of Him who gave 
the law ? God is eternal : He is all- 
powerful : He kno weth all things : He is 
every where prefent : He is the Author 
and Giver of all good: but is there not 
yet another attribute of the Godhead ; an 
attribute of primary concern to man ? Of 
the ' perfeftions which the Scripures afcribe 
to God, the moft glorious is perfe<3: ho- 
linefs. Hear on this fubjeft the didate? of 

{h) Rom.yiii. 1, 

Inipiration, 
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Inspiration. The Lord our God is holy. Holy 
and reverend is bis Name. There is none holy 
as the Lord. Who is Hie unto thee, O Lordp 
glorious in holinefs ! Thou only, O Lord, art 
holy. God is pure, and every word of God is 
pure. The Lord is righteous in all his ways^ 
and holy in all his works. God cannot bf 
tempted with evil (c). When Chrift, on the 
evening which preceded his crucifixion, 
opened, the fnlnefs of his heart before God.; 
he addreiTed Him by the name of Righteous 
Father, Holy Father {d). When Ifaiah in his 
vifion faw the Seraphim {landing before the 
throne of Jehovah, and covering their fac^ 
with their wings from the glory of his prer 
fence; he heard them crying one to anothe^r, 
with voices which Ihook the pillars of the 
teniple, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord^ of ho/Is (e). 
When St. John beheld the four living crea* 
tures, the reprefentatives of an innumerable 
company of Saints, furrounding the throne 
of the Omnipotent ; he heard them pour 
forth in the fame language their neyer-ceaiing 
praifes. They refi not day and night, faying, 
Holyi holy, holy. Lord God Almighty (f). 

Since God then is a God of pcrfedl holinefs; 
the laws which he gives to his creatures muft 

(c) Lev. xiK. 2. Pf. cxi. 9. 1 Sam. ii. 2. Exod. xv. 11. 

Bcv. xy. 4. Prov. xxx. 5. 1 John, iii. 3, J*f. cxlv. 17. 

Jamesi L 13. (d) John, xvii. 11.2^, (e) Ifaiab, 
ri. 3. (/) Bev. iv. 6. 

, nccelTarily 
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ncccflarily be holy. From a holy God, tiothing 
except that V^^hich is holy can proceed. Well 
do the Scriptures jproclaim ; The Jiatutes of 
the Lord^ate right. Thy law, O Lord, is the 
truth ; and thy judgments ate righteous. The 
law of God is holy : and his cofnMandf^idHts 
are holy and jtift and good (^); You caiiriot 
^teKamine with attention the law of God> 
without perceiving its holinels. The worfhip 
"which he requires of you, id holy worlhip. 
It is the wbrfliip df an humble> devout, and 
pious heart. God is a Spirit: and yoti are 
to worfliip him in fpirit and in truth. The 
cohdud which he requires you to oblerye 
Tine towards another is, in every relpe<ft, ac- 
iiordihg to holindls. You are to be ixl aH 
your dealings true, and faithful, and jufE. 
You are to be filled with good- will towards 
aH men ; to be kind, liberal, tender-hfearted, 
forgiving, long-fufFering, peaceable, meek, 
gentle. In the government of yourlelves, 
you arc to be^ teniperate, contented, chafte, 
and pure. Not only your aftions, but your 
words alio, and your moft fecret tht)ughts, arc 
to be holy. In all things, you are to abftain 
even from the appearance of evil. Hence in 
the New Tcftament Chriftians are faid to be 

(^) Pfalra six* 6. cxix. 142. l60. Rom. vii. 12. 

called 
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tailed wHb an holy calling: and are exhorted 
to be holy and unblafnahh : to have tbeitt fruit 
unto holinifs ; to perfeSi bolinefs in the fecar 4jf 
God{b). Hence too it is Iblemnly declared, that 
without holinefs no manjballfee the Lard (/). 

II. The next point for your confideration 
is this : Whether you have faithfully kept 
in every particular this holy law of God ? 
Without hesitation, you confefs that you 
have not. You confefs that you have broken 
it times without number. You confefs that in 
thought, or in word, or in deed, you are 
breaking it every day. You confefs that you 
have experienced the acquifition of that per- 
feft holinefs, which it requires, to be by your 
own ftrength unattainable ri that although you 
fee and know the path of r duty, you are con- 
'tinually deviating into a contrary courfa ; that 
the good which . you perceive that you ought 
to do, the good which you wifh to do, you do 
not; that the evil which you difapprove, the 
evil which you are* defirous of avoiding, yoU 
commit* You confefs that fin befets you at 
all tinies, on every fide in a thoufand fhapes, 
and is perpetually gaining fbme advantage over 
you. You confefs that under the influence of 
a corrupt nature, and the force of temptation, 

(A) 2 Tim. i. 9; Col. i. 22. Rom. vi. 22. 2 Cor, vii. I. 
(i) Hcb. xii. 14. 

you 
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you cannot hope to obey the law of God iit 
any tolerable degree for the future, if you arc 
left to yourfelf. Are you unwilling to advance 
to the full length of this avowal ? An avowal 
far fefs ample would fufEce to eflablifh the 
conclufion to which we are approaching. But 
every one of us, my brethren, who has at- 
tained any fubftantial knowledge of himfelf, 
and has learned to profit by the lefTons of his 
own experience, will join in the preceding 
confcflion with deep humility and felf-abafe- 
ment. It is a confeffion which the fcriptures 
declare to belong to every individual of the 
human race. They defcribe the nature which 
we have all inherited from our forefather 
Adam as {o thoroughly corrupted by his re- 
bellion againft God, and his fubmiflion to the 
enticements and the dominion of the devil; 
that of ourfelves we not only are unable to 
fulfil the law of God, but are alienated from 
him, at enmity with him, averfe to holinefs,, 
prone to fin. Mofl truly therefore do they 
pronounce, that all have Jinned and come Jbort 
of the glory of God: that every mouth isjloppe^^ 
and all the world is become guilty before God : 
and that by the deeds of the law there Jball w 
fejh bejujiified in hisfght {k). 

(k) Rom. iii. ig, 20. 23. 

Confider 



Explained and Vindicated. . 3| 

Confider now the general nature of a law. 
A law points out certain duties to be per- 
formed ; promifes prot^dlion, perhaps reward, 
to thoie who ful^l its demands; and de-* 
nounces wrath and puniihment againft all 
who Ihall in any point be guilty of difobedi- 
«nce. It is thus that the law of God deals 
tvith mankind. It enjoins on men the perfor. 
mance of all thofe duties, which are neqeffary 
to conftitute perfe^ holinefs ; duties, mginy 
of which are difclofed to every man by the 
light of confcience, and all of them are clearly 
ilated in the law itfelf. It prgmifes life to 
every perfbn, who ihall fully perforin the 
lyhole of that holinefs tQwairds God, an4 tp::' 
yrards man, which it exa^ from all maijkind^ 
The many it faith, that doetb thenifJbaU liv^ by 
them (/). But what if a pian falls flioft in 
fom^ pajlicialar ? He lofes the benefit of the 
prom^fe ; and muft fubrnit t^ the confequence? 
of his trapfgreflion. Curfed^ /kith the fcripT 
ture. Cuffed is every one that cqntinueth not in 
all things whicp are written m the book of the 
law to do them {m). The law of God requires 
perfect obedience. To perfect obedience it; 
promifes the reward of life. Againft thofe whq 
tranfgrefs in any point it denounces tjip pur 
piihment of eternal death. Sin is the tfanft 

(/)Gal.Ui. p, (m) Gal. iiMPf 
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grejfim bf tit law : wti the we^es ^ Jin h 
death {n). 

' . Obfertrc then tbc fituation in which ybU, 
ind I, and all men ftahd by nature with xt^ 
fytSi to the law of God. He has placed be^ 
fore us a laW of perfeA holinels ; and has cbm-* 
inanded us to obey it. We have not onl)^ 
fallen Ihort of pcf feft obedience; but have 
become in numberlels relpefls miferable fin- 
ners, laden with iniquity, tranlgreffing daily 
m thought, in word, and in deed» , We have 
become thus finful, not neceflarily> but wil- 
fully : not neceflarily ; for St. Paul declares 
that even the Gentiles, who had not the writ- 
ten word of God in their hands, were alto-^ 
gether inexcufable for their tranlgreffions, bc- 
caufc they liftened not to the law of God writ- 
ten in their confciences (o). We have become 
thus finful wilfully : having pofleffed not only 
€he light of confcience, but the book of God ; 
having knowingly difbbeyed his law ; having 
]^ieldcd with open eyes to the infligation of 
our depraved nature, and the artifices of our 
fpiritual foe. We have failed, lamentably 
failed, as to that perfeA obedience, tO which 
dhne the law promifed the reward of life. We 
have continually committed, and are conti- 
nually repeating, offences againfl the law ; for 

(n) 1 John, iii. 4. Rom. vi. 23. (o) Rom. L ig — 21. 32. 

every 
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«V6ry ©lie of which the law dencmnces the pe- 
nalty of eternal dpath. 

The law promif^d reward to perfeft obfedi- 
etice : but it promifed not pardon to tranf- 
greffion. Man^ ever inclined to prefumptuous 
ftnlrmuring againil Ood^ is ready to exclaim 
that the law was rigorous and cruel. RigOf 
reus aAd eruel^ btcaulfe it did not hold forth 
pordkfti to thofe who ihould wilfully break it I 
Do liujft^n laws hold forth pardon to tiboie 
who wilfully break them ? Is it confiftent 
with thft nature of a law to hol4 forth pardon 
to trahi^rse^ts ? Would a law wbich pror 
TtiifoA pardon to diofe who ihpuld hje^ \t be 
likely to procure obedience ? Would a wife 
kgi&tor among men ena<5l iiich a law ? Could 
you ex?^ft a wife and holy God to promul- 
gate luch a law ? The law of God dcnounce5 
vengeance cigainft ail who break it : and you 
And I and all men have broken it. If we en- 
tertain any hopes of pardon, We muft look 
fbr it from fotne other quarter. We muft 
look fbr it, if we look for it at all, frcnn the 
Undeferved mercy of the Legislator : but in 
the law itfelf, it is unreafonable ancj imppflible 
to expe^ to find fbrgiveneis. 

But you complain that a fmgle tranigrpffion 
ihould entail the forfeiture of all the bleiling^ , 
which might etherwife havp been derived 

Da 
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under the law ! The faft with which you arci 
diflatisfied is unqueilionable : a iingle trani^ 
greflion entails a complete forfeiture* And 
how ftands the faft in the cafe of human 
kws? He who tranigreifes againf): a iingle 
daufe of a iingle at^l of parliament ; is he not 
punifhed, and juilly puniihedy for diibbeying 
that claufe, even though he inay have punftu- 
ally regarded every other, claufe of that parti- 
cular ilatute, and every claufe of every other 
ilatute ? If death itfelf be the penalty denoun- 
ced againil all, who ihould violate that il:atute; 
is he not juilly pumihed with death ? Do 
you complain then, becaufe God, in deliver 
ring for your obfervance his holy law, hai 
adopted a principle, the equity of which^ 
when adopted by the law of your country^ 
you recognife every day ? Do yo\t complain, 
becaufe God has eilabliihed the divine law on 

that foundation, which the univerfal confent 
of mankind acknowledges as the oi\ly baiis, 

on which any human law can>efficaciouily be 

reiled? Wbofoever Jhallkeep the whole law, 

and yet offend in one pointy he is guilty of all {^p). 

Whoibever offends againft any one precept 

of the divine law, offends againil the whole 

law, of which that precept is a conilituent 

part ; and againil the fovereignty of the Legif-i 

(p) James^ ii. 10, II. 

la tor. 
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fetor, who has enjoined the uniform obler- 
vancc of every part of his law : and deferved- 
ly forfeits all the bleffings which were annex- 
ed only to the faithful obfervance of the whole. 
He who fins againft any one branch of any 
one flatute, fins againfl the whole legiflative 
authority of his country, ' from which every 
ftatute derives its obligatory power. By de-^^ 
Ipifing that authority in any one of its in* 
junftions, he proves himfelf devoid of the dif^ 
pofitions of a good fiibjeft : he lofcs all title 
to the protedlion of his country j fend falls wtt 
der the fcverity of her juftice; And he whd 
wilfully violated in any one inflance the laW 
of that Legiflatdr,' who, when he faid, *' Di 
hot commit adiiltery,*- faid alfb, •*' Do ncft 
kill ;** who, whjn ' he commanded the obfer-i 
vancc of his law- in tine point, equally com- 
manded the obfei¥Shce of' it in all: fiiis againfl 
the fupreme Majefty of Heaven ;-lheWs him* 
fclf ddHitute of the temper of a true Ghnflian i 
juftly forfeits the favour, md JhcUrs the ven^ 
geance of his Grod. .t ^ : .. ;,. ., 

But you reply that, in fbme cafes, if the un- 
h^ppj'iMn wlio, hf offfeidittg' agdfcifi: one 
fauiiian law^'has irendeied ^llhTelf ^s^btiolcioiik 
to punifhmeht, fllaH'-hfi?*^ IxJiSi-'afflduous ttl 
hi» 6bfervancfe^ of ih^ tteft^ of Iktf fawS of ^* 
laoitil^ be u '^iMargc^ ^^m- l^utiiChimq^ 
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pifch^rged from puniihment ! How is \m9 
difcharg^ from it? He receives pardon bjr 
aa ad: of grace. Doei^ , he* prefume to claim 
pardoi;i 9^3 a debt ? Ipff^^i he demand it as hi^ 
^g^t> beca>iie, thoygh he has broken onip fi^a* 
tute^ he has obeyed many ? He iiies for it a^ 
ikB emanation of free mercy : and as an ema-* 
nation of free merc^ his fovweign beftows it» 
Now Contemplate the divine adminiftration ; 
and behold the refiiUefs force with which 
yon^r argument turns againft yo^rielf. God 
i^ wUling to pardon not in few aald extnK)JC-v 
dinary infla^ces, but in ev^ry inftance. H^ 
does not wait to be entreated; but fpontaneoui^ 
ly offers to eveiy offender forgivenefa aii&d li/Sf 
eternals When he ofFer% unmerited. blei]Sn^; 
0^1; he not offer thefti yi hi^^ own 2pethp4i» 
on his own teirms i If jfpi^ feek for pardQ^ ; 
ffi^ it not ^1^ the l^v^ £if€^ whlcl^ it i^\}a^ 
pofljjbjgi, that; you fhpt^ld obtain it Scif k \\ 
fifORj t^^ %€ie mercy q£ God : ^pd feek/it: riij 
thatGhap|i?Jtrtfii?5W«h whi^i aloiw he h^i^g* 
creed that tis mercy (hall be di^J^ofed. ;; : . 
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ilfQQg se^an^'^^ IPI^Hfc piaturtlly h^T^ hem 

' ' Recollcf^ 
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Ikecx^dk that a holy God muil abhor iln and 
£imor9. JEviV, iaith th« fcriptmre, ^^/ w^ 
^tf// mkb God^ Bf h cf purer $yes than te 
hboli iniquity^ ^ k^tefh all ^be w^rkerf ^ 
WfwiCJ^r :Tb^ vo^ gf ihi w/V^^, th^ tieughU 
(^ tb0 wick^i^ the fwrtfice and prayer of the 
ndeked^ Of^ m ahminaiion unto the l^krd {q\ 
Whdt JthiQfi could tho wicked hare naturally 
eaq)edsed but doath ftnd mifcji^ ? Renumber 
ipo the juilice of God. To ffie, faith the JLori^ 
behngetb vfngmnce md rectn^^nee. I wiU 
remler vef^gf&mce H mine ^netmies {r). By i(m 
«dl ixiaaki]:id w<^ Womi^ the cnefRK^ of Qq^} 
and had no dmo. to «i^pQ thf» extretxitty of 
Jiis jttftice. Remember likcw^e th« fpve- 
xcignty of God ovet t^U hisl e^^tur^s. W$| 
it to be expefted that the Sovereign of the 
(Jttivwfo wo^d ^rroit ftn, which is rebdUon 
(^jaififl hiniftlf, tQ p«6 uniHinilhed ? Would 
|to {If rmit hb ri^teow \»m %Q be brokeinu 
witiiQUt po wing forth \m indignatioij w th* 
ti9oigr«C9t«. Would he paf$ over the crimes 
of ^ gi»Ity ?ac» of TO^, and thvs hold forth 
an QUCQWragemenjb to profiuriptuous guUt in aU 
^c other w<)rld» which he ha^ nqiade I Might 
it not rather hav* bo^H apprehended, that 
bc^ for the purp<^e of puoiftuing human iin 

(^) Pf* T. 4, 5. Habb. i. 13. Prov, xr. 8^ g. 26. xyriii. 9* ' 
(f) Owit. Vfm. 9fi. ik. H(4b. X. aa . ' 
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in ptoportion to its demerits^ , and of exhibit** 
ing an awful wariilng to the whole creation, H* 
would have exacted the full penalty which we 
had incurred ? Thefe are the dreadful forbod- 
ings with which oui' breafts might naturally 
have been filled. And if we had endeavoured 
to confble ourfelves with the refleftion that 
GoQ delighteth in mercy, and had ventured on 
that ground to hope for forgi venefs ! . how 
reafbnably might we have feared, that no me- 
thod was to be devifed, in which the Judge t£ 
the Univerfe could exercife mercy towards 
man coniiftently witli his holineis and his 
juftice ! After all our in^iries, our pleadings^ 
and our hopes, there dill lay open before ui 
the gulf of eternal death. 

IV. Such was by nature the- miferable 
ilate of man. So truly did the law work 
wrath. So truly was the commandment ^ which 
ivas ordained to be unto lifcj found to he unto 
death. So plainly hy the law was the know^ 
ledge of Jin imparted and^ diflufed ; the know- 
ledge of its heinous guilt, of its univerfal 
and deadly influence. So efFeftually didfn^ 
taking occafion hy the commandment ^ deceive us, 
and Jlay us. So fatally was the Imo which is 
holy, and the commandment which is holy and 
juji and good, made by our corruption and 

trauf- 
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tranfgreilions death unto . every mjjn {s)l 
Thus condemned, thus helplefs, thus deftitutc 
of all claim to mercy, thus ignorant whether 
to human guilt mercy could be extended con- 
iiftently with the other attributes of God, was 
the whole race of Adam. But God is infinite 
|n mercy, goodnefs, and wildom. He faw 
what man could not difcem. He perceived 
the means of reconciling the offer of forgive- 
neis to fallen man, with the demands of his 
.own righteous and violated law. O wretched 
fnan that 1 am ! cried St. Paul ; whojhall deli^ 
ver me from the body of this death [f)^ K lavi-> 
eur was at hand. There was One in heaven 
able to make an atonement : able to make a 
full, perfed):, and iiiiHcient facrifice^ oblatioiit 
and fatisfadtioa for the fins of the .whole 
world ; and iiich a fatisfadiion as it would be 
ponfiftent with the righteouihefs and the jui^ 
tice of God to accept. But was this iaviour will-* 
ing as well as able to make the atonement \ 
He was willing. He was aware what rxxbSi be 
the prieft ctf^ man's falvation; and that price he 
freely offered^ and took upon himfelf to pay. 
And who was this faviour ? What being was 
it that undertook this moil aftoniihing office 
of mercy ? It was the eternal 3on of the eter-^ 

. if) Rom. ui. 20. ir. 15. vu. 10— -13. (0 Bom. vii. 24. 

nal 
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fial God. It was ono of the p^rfons of th« 
incorppreheniible godhead. It was Jefus 
Chrift> who was one with the father. It wa» 
Jeius Chrift^ who m the beginning had,in?ide 
' the world, and now eng»ge4 to redeem it* 
He became furety for m&vk. The humiliatiom^ 
the fnfieriixga, which he faw that aa man'f 
furety ha muft undergo, difmayed hini not. 
He knew that the iniquity of the human race 
was to be laid upon him ; that with hb ftripei 
mankind w^re to be healed. He knew that ho 
mnik himfelf become the iacrifice in the place 
of man. He knew that he muft leaire tho 
^ory, in which he had reigned with the Fa?t 
ther ironii eternity ; that he mufl: come down 
,to dwell on mrth ; that he muft hiinielf he4 
come man, and fuftain all the infirmities and 
evik of human nature, iin only excepted^ 
which could not approach to him. He knaw 
that he mui): be a man of fbrrows and aG«» 
quainted with grief ; that he ihould be de« 
ipifed and rejedled by the world whidai ht 
came tq £iine ; that of the fallawerm.>whom he 
Ihould particularly fclcA to be his companions 
and friends, he ihould be betrayed by one, de^ 
nied by another, forfaken by all. He knew 
that he ihould be delivered up to his bittereii: 
enemies ; that he ihould be expofed as a 
mark to the ihafts of fcom, infult, and cruelty; 

and 
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H^d diat he ipuft xi^akc at;onqnAent by fm 
blood ; that he mufl: {ufftx 4 painful and igpon 
minions deaths crucified between two malei^iq* 
tor^ ; himfelf condenined as 4 mal^fa^ior^ 
thoi;^ ho :vf as the Lord pf Glory. All thM 
abafexnent^ all this anguilh he foreiaw to ba 
necefiary, if he would purchafe redemption fys^ 
9Qiankind« All thia abaf^ment and anguifl^ h# 
for^w ; but it (hook not the purpofe of J^ 
lov^b Though he wa3 in the foim of Qo^ 
9Xi4 thought it not; robbery to be equal trlfli 
God ; he made himielf of no reputat;ioii^ 1^1)4 
t4»Qk t^^>cin himfelf th9 lonn of a fervJant^ and 
lims n^eiix the iikeoj^^ of men: and being 
fow^ 19 ^ihipii 2t^ di mssks he humbled hmn 
fsiiSy und b«<^aqEM^ obedi^il: unto dieath, eiven the 
f^th of tbft cx^ (n).. % this his obedieiM» 
«nt^ dipatb tH^ gi:^ ii^QXiement was madeu 
\Eh? «*lfi pf l|Qave» WW tlw>iW^ open; to man* 
Pi«4oft through the blood of Chrift,, &nai£^ 
€At?i0P through the Holy G^ioiby and eirttlaft^ 
i^g )^pinei& ia the wofkl4KX qome w^rcofl^m 
94^ 9ft pi:^cba^: \^ thQ i^crtfice of Chr^, to 
4ii who ihQuld fly for ^bratiQii ta him. 

Hqw ^en 9iiiy WQ tt^uko an intereft ia 
ll^fe bleiFmgB i By faith.:; by fakh onl^. 



(u) Hulipp. if. 6—8. 
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Fdith is ordained of .God to be the inflni^ 

ment^ the only inftmmcjnt, by which we may 

receive and ^pply td ourfclrcs the mercy of 

God, the atonement of our Redeemer, Be-^ 

lieve in the Lord ^efus Chrjfif and tboujbalt be 

Jafued. A man is juftijied by faith. '^^ The Jaw 

worketb wrath: therefore it is of faith, that it 

might be by grace. Therefore being jtiftified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jefus Chri/i ; by whom alfo we have accefs by 

faith into this grace wherein we ftand. Thi^ 

rigbteoufnefs of God (the method of juftificatiori 
which God hath ordained) without the worki 

tf the law (without our works being required 

to do that which they never could do, to pay 

an atom of the price of falvation) is mahife/Ud'f 

being witneffed by- the law and the prophetsi 

even the rigbteoufnefs of God which is by faifk 

of Jefus Chri/i, unto all, and Upon all them tbM 

believe: for there is no difference*, for all ha6k 

Jlnned and comejbort of the glory of God ; being 

juftified freely by bis grace, through the redemp^ 

tion that is in Jefus Chrifi, whom God b^bfet 

forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood {wy Juftification by faith alone^ through 

the merits of our Lord Jeius Chrift, is thNi 

grand do6irine of both teilaments. Under 

{w) A&8, xvi. 31. Rom. iii. 28. Gal. il l6. Rom. iv. 
1^/ l9t V. h 2. iii. 21--25. 

their 
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their authority, it was the grand doftrine of 
the reformation; it is the grand doArine of 
the church of England. It Wag witnejfed by 
the law. It is the juftification to which the 
intimations of mercy that gleamed amidft the 
awful curfes of the law alluded ; the juftifi* 
cation which the law with all its Ihadowy rites 
' and emblematical facrifices unremittingly pre- 
figured. It is the juftification witnejfed by tbe^ 
prophets. To that Redeemer by whofc blood it 
was to be accomplifhed, gave all the prophets 
witne/s; that through his name, who/bever be^ 
Uevetb on him Jball receive remijjion of Jim (x). 
It is the juftification to which, from the goi^ 
pel of St. Matthew to the book of Revelations^ 
all the penmen of the new covenant bear wit- 
neis. It is the juftification by which God is 
glorified ; the juftification by which man is to 
be iaved. 

. The moft lalutary inflxuftion may be per- 
verted ; the moft holy doftrine may be vilifi- 
ed. IF hat Jhall we fay therefore, if Ignorance 
Should accoft us in the language which ihe 
oiice addrefied to St. Paul : Do you then male 
void the law through faith P Shall we continue 
injki that grace may abound P In what words 
fliall we reply but in thofe of the apoftle ? 
God forbid! Yea, we e/iabli/b the law. God 

forbid! 
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j^hid! HmoJhdH Hbe that are dBOd to Jfn, Iht 
My longer tberethf Tbey which do the worki 
^the Jlejhjball not inherit tie kingdom o/God^ 
Continue in faith and bolinrfsP^ Without hotineji 
mmanjhallfee the Lord. This ii^ faithftii 
ftying^ and thefe thi)igS I will tbdt tim afjirm 
tonflantly ; that they whivh have hditn^ed iu 
God might he careful to maiAt^in good works (>)• 
fc additional refutation nece^fl^y ? Let it be gi^ 
^»tn in the words of St. James, KmAv, O vaiii 
inan, that faith without works is dead. Bf 
works faith is' fnade perftSi. By Works a 1»M 
hjujlffiedy and not by faith only (»). But htn 
new difEculties fceto to arife, ** If St, Paul Hd** 
^ knowledges that . holinefs muft be con-* 
jlantly added to faith ; if St. James aifllriiil 
that a man is juflified^ not hj faith only^ 
^* but by works ; where is the uftity erf" Chrif-* 
** tian do<ftrine ? Is the apoftle of the Geft-^ 
** tiles iriconfiftent with himfelf ? Do the two 
apoftles contradift each other? Will yOU 
plead that they fpeak of a firft and of a lub^ 
iequent juftification ? Or do you contend 
that they refer, the one to juflification in 
the fight of God/ the other only to juftifica- 
tion in the fight of men^" St Paul is in no 
degree inconfiftent with himfelf. The two 

(y) Rom. iii. 31. vi. 1, 2. Gal. v. 19—21. 1 Tim. ii. 15. 
Tit. iii. 8. Heb. xii. 14. {%) James, ii. 20. 22. 24. 

apoflle$ 
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a{K>ftles atcord in perfe^ harmony of ienth^ 
mcnt : they fpeak of one and the fame juftifi* 
cation ; and of juftification in the fight of 
Ood. the juftifying faith of St. Pkul is fmth 
that i^orketb by.kfve {a). The juftifying, or 
ferfeM^ faith of St. J&mes, is faith which 
bringeth forth goi^ works. The fame faith is 
defcribed by the two apoftles, and in terms of 
the (ame import. A dead, barren, and fpecu* 
lative faith is equally condemned by both^ 
According to the doftrine, the uniform doc- 
trine, of both, a living faith is a faith that juili« 
fies ; and no faith is a living faith, which doeft 
hot evince itfelf to be luch by the fruits which 
a living faith cannot but produce, hoUnefs and 
^d works. " Yet when St. James pro*- 
** nounces that a man is juftified not by faith 
*' only, but by works ; is Aot this,** it will 
finally be objefted, " to pronounce that good 
•* works pay a part of the price of our juftifi- 
^' cation ?" Impoffible ! *^ How is the impoffi- 
^* bility manifefted ?** By the two following 
confiderations. Firft : Becaufe inch an inters 
prctation of the words of the apoftle, an inter- 
pretation in no degree requij?cd by the ordi* 
nary ufe of language, h utterly inconfiftent 
with that righteoufhefs of God, that method 

(a) Gal. V. 6. 

of 
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of juftification by faith alone, which is wit** 
neifed by the law and by the prophets ; and 
IS completely unfolded in the New Tefta- 
ment* And, fecondly ; becaufe it is equally^ 
inconfiftent with the nature of good works^ 
The beft of human works are imperfe(il in the 
fight of God. They cannot ftand the inqui- 
fition of his juftice. They are rendered com- 
plete and acceptable before him, only through 
ftkc atonement of his Son. Admit any hu* 
man work to have been perfe<ft. It might 
liavc ilood by its perfedion. Perfed; how- 
ever it ought to be ; and more than perfe<5l it 
could not be. It could boaft no fuperfluous 
merit. It could advance no overplus of 
worth which might be applied to make atone- 
ment for evil deeds. He who bad wrought 
that work would ftill have been, as to that 
very work, an unprofitable fervant \ he would 
have done no more than it was his duty to do. 
Good works, perfevering good works, iledfaft 
and habitual holinefs of heart and of condu<%, 
arc indilpenfable to falvation. By requiring 
them as indiipenfable, faith e/iabli/bes the law^ 
grace profcribes and anathematifes continu- 
ance in fin. But they cannot buy falyatipn : 
they can pay no part of its price : they tfiufi let 
that alone for ever, Indilpenfable as they are. 
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th^ are valuable, but as evidences, the fole evi- 
dences, of that faith, which juftifies through 
the ^race that is in Chrift Jefus. 

My Chriftian brethren, I have now «i- 
deavoured to fet before you, confcNrmably to 
the fimplicity and the genuine do<ftrine of the 
Scriptiu:e$, this moft important, this frequently 
mifunderftood and mifreprefented iiibjeA, 
the method of juftification through the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Let me conclude, with briefly 
recapitulating the fubilance of this divine 
plan, in the way of general application. 

If you are feeking pardon and eternal life, 
ieek them not by {landing on the deeds of 
the law : feek them not by claiming them as 
in the flighted degree or portion due to any 
works of your own. The law worketb wrath. 
By the deeds of the law Jball no Jle/b be jufti^ 
fied in the Jight of God. Enter not into judge^: 
tnent with thy fervant, Lord : for in thy 
fgbt Jball no man living bejujiified. The law 
of a Grod of perfe<9t holinefs is itfelf a law of 
perfe<£t holinefs, and requires perfect obedi« 
cnce. If you fail in any one point, it de- 
noimces the penalty of eternal death. Curfed 
is every one that continuetb not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do 
them. You are confcious that, in common 
with the reft pf mankind, you have failed. 

Vol. I. E you 
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you have tranigrefled^ in nultnberlefi inilances. 
What day has paiTed without . your having 
done, either in thought, or in word, or in 
a^ion, that which you ought not to have 
done ; ami without your having left undone 
that which you ought to have done ? Were 
the very beft of you to examine feirly the 
very beft of your workii, you would find 
them to have been io inxpeffed ; to have 
fallen lo far bejow - the ftandard . tovrards 
which a higher meafuic: of antecedent holineis 
would have advanced them, to have been {o 
far from proceeding from truly Chriftian mo- 
tives, and from thoie only ;> to have been {o 
ftained in part, either in the intention, or iii 
the execution, or in both, with various de- 
grees of guilt ; that you would tremble at the 
thought of producing them as pure, as ex- 
amples of perfed: obedience before God. 
Before^ him we all ftand condemned finners. 
From the law it is impoffible to derive for- 
givenefs. If v^^e are faved, we muft be faved 
by one able to make an atonement. We muft 
be faved by unmerited grace through a Re- 
deemer. We muft receive falration as a free 
gift through faith in Jefus Chrift the Son of 
the Moft High. Renounce then, unrefervcdly 
renounce, all preflimptuous ideas of merit in 
yourfelves. Look to the crofs on which the 

prdmifed 
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pfdtelfkd Red«bmer died, and; to^: that oi|}yV< 
Frefemt; yourfelvd^ as ftjppliianti :fot roercy 
diroixgb faith in; bii atoning. blood/ ' It is QVi\fi 
by His atoning blood thatfyout 'fins can feel 
walked away.- It is only by feith that thu. 
fruits and merite of the death of Chirift can. 
be received and applied to the Iwncfit of your^ 
foul. But remchaber that, if yqn.wifli Chrift 
to be your Saviour/ you rhuft ieceivc hiiA as 
yova Maftcr. ' If y)oa defire a juBifying faith, 
it mttfl: be a living faith. It nauft ; bfe : a faith 
wrought by the Holy Ghoft. It nulft be a 
faith which governs the heart. It mull be a 
faith which workfcth by love. It muft be a 
faith which labours after univerlal holinefs. 
You mufl give up yourfelves wholly to 
Chrift. You muft make it your conftant ob- 
jeft, and your fiipreme delight, to obey all 
the commandments of your Lord ; to walk 
not after the flelh, but after the Spirit ; to have 
your heart filled with Chriftian tempers, and 
impelled and controlled by Chriftian motives. 
Thefe bleffings are in no degree to be attained 
by your own ftrength. They are entirely 
the gifts of the Spirit of God. But Chrift, 
by his death, has purchafed them for all who 
feek them through him. If you feek them 
by daily and fervent prayer, offered in his 
name and grounded on his merits ; if, in pro- 

Ez . portion 
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portion to thd grace which he has rouchlkfcd/ 
you conftantly ftrive to aft as his faithful 
fervants ; he will beftow them in larger and 
larger abundance upon you. Then will he 
acknowledge you for his own at the laft day : 
and while he commands the wicked, who re- 
main under the curfe of the law, to depart 
into everlafting fire ; will addreis to you .the 
unchangeable benediftion, ** Come, ye bleOTed 
** • of my Father : inherit the kingdom pre- 
*' pared for you from the * foundation of the' 
'* world/' ^ 



I 
I 
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SERMON III. 



On the Nature and Efficacy of Divine Grace. 



J? Cor. xh. 9. 

And be /aid unto me, ^' My Grace is fuffictent 
for thee : for my Strength is made perfeSi 
in Weaknefi. ^ 



4€ 



"C\3R the accompliihment of any ufeful de- 
■^ fign, it appears neceflary that all infe- 
rior inftniments ihoidd be iubje<fted to one fu- 
perintending power. In the ftruftures of 
human mechanifm^ however numerous, how- 
ever complicated may be the contrivances by 
which the ultimate object is purfued ; ibme 
main.fpring, fome mafter-wheel, feme ruhng 
force^ ibme preponderating weight, a<^ates 
and controls all the iubordinate parts, and 
gives motion and efficacy to the whole. It 

E3 is 
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is thus, if we may prefume to connecJV toge- 
ther by afiy--l€mblance of com^riibrt the la- 
bours of terreftrial feeblenefs and ignorance 
with the operations of infinite perfection ; 
that the divine wifdom conduces its plans to 
their appointed fiicc?ei^ - Ear th^ -and air, cold 
and heat, clouds and funlhine, the inter- 
change of day and night, ,the ^radu^ vicifU- 
tudes of feafons, and all ttie principles ^ or 
vegetation by which food is produced and 
ripened for mankind : t^ieie are all but means 
governed and diredled by the providence of 
God. Youth and age, health and fickntfs, 
affluence and poverty, prosperity and diftrefs : 
thele and all other fecondary caufes through 
vhich ialvation is vouchiafed to man, are all 
but inftruments in the hands of theFirft Caufe: 
thefe are all but miniftering agents fubfervient 
to the fway of the grace of Chrift. IrX-^ ; 
Never perhaps was the power of -^i^iiie 
grace more glorioufly difplayed than* i in its 
effeds wrought through the inftrumcntaiity 
of St. Paul ! Never peifhapi^ among all the 
children of Adam did it form to itfelf a more 
able, cir a more willing miniftcr ! This great 
inftrudor of the Gentiles, in vindicating his 
charad:er and his apoftolical audiority ' againft 
the infinuations of falfe teachers among the 
Corinthians, was led to Specify, among other 

evidences 
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evidences of his divine commiflkffi; the vi* 
iions V and revelations with v^^hich ; he :; had 
been &.voured in a very uncommonrTneafure 
by his Lord; He defcribes himfeif as having 
beeii caught up into Paradife ; into the third 
Heaven^ whether in the body or out o£ the 
body he knew not ; and as having heard 
unfpe^kable words^ >vrords not to be uttered 
by human lips. The Saviour of the world* 
however^ ihewed himfeif not unmindful that 
his. hokf, apoflle was but man. According 
to the wiidom diifplayed in all the difpcnfa- 
tions of his providence, he tempered his ex-» 
traordinary mercies with iiich a portion of 
humiliation: and fatherly chaitifement, as 
might guard his beloved fervant againft fpi- 
ritual jmde, and extravagant ideas jof his iu-<- 
periority . over his fellow Chriftians. There 
was given to St. Paul, to ufe his ovsoi words, 
a tbcm in the Jlejh, the mejfenger of Satan to 
hujfet biniy leji hejhauld he exalted abwe men* 
Jure thrmigb the abundance of the revelations^. 
This thorn in the fleih, the preci& nature a£ 
which, as being well known to the Corii)^ 
thians, among whom he had reiided eighteen 
months, it was not nbceiTary to particularife ; 
evidently appears to have been, ibme peribnai 
infirmity, which St.. Paiui regarded as Hkely 
to impair bis afoiUty jbad le^m his ufefulnefs 

£ 4 as 
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as a preacher of religion. In the verfe from 
which the text is taken^ he fkiles it ^xiii^rmity. 
In his epiftle to the Galatians^ he alludes to it 
in fimilar expreilions. Ye know hew through 
infirmity of the fiejb I preached thje go/pel unto 
you at thefirft. And my temptation which was 
in myflejhy ye defpifed not nor rejeSled. From 
the tenth and eleventh chapters of his fecond 
epiiUe to the church at Corinth, we learn that 
the enemies of the apoftle repcefeQted him 
as rude in fpeech, contemptible in fpeikh\ and 
weak in bodily prefence. Here perhaps we 
obtain ibme iniight into the nature of the 
infirmity with which he vi^as vifited. But 
whatever the thorn in the flefh mighit be, 
the apofUe^ grieved at the iproiped: of its in* 
terference with the eiHcacioufhefs of his mi* 
niftry, with eameft and repeated fupplication 
befought the Lord Jefus that it might depart 
from him. The prayer Chrift did not fee 
fit to grant. The motive which prompted it 
he beheld with complacence. He beheld the 
heart of his apoftle glowing with zeal for his 
glory. But he knew, what the apoftle could 
jDLOt know, the methods by which his glory 
might bcft be promoted* -He knew that the 
feeblencfs of the fervant Would conduce to 
the glory of his Lord ; that the imperfedtion 
of the inftrument would magnify the ftf ength 

9ir 
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of him by v^hom it was wielded ; that the 
iiicceisful labours of the apoille^ ia the face 
of circximftances which might in fome degree 
have a tendency to excite icom or difgufl:^ 
WQuld prove that the faitb of his^- cohvferts 
Jiood not in the wifdom of men, but mtie 
power of God. He replied unto the petitions 
of St. Paul ; My grace is fufficient for thee ^ 
for my Jirengtb is . made perfeSl in ^eakne/s* 
f^ Be not afraid ; be not * difpirited. I the 
^^ Lord am able to complete my own work. 
^* My grace^ without which thou canfi: do 
^* nothing, fliall be with thee ; and that grace 
^^ can accomphlh every thing." 

In. this reply of our Saviour to the requeft 
of his apoftle^ we read a diftin6l intimation 
of the nature and the importance of divine 
grace. The inftruftion thus conveyed to St. 
Paul is applicable to every man. In the far- 
ther confideration therefore of the liibjed:, 
I propofe, in the prefent, and in two fubfe- 
quent dilcourfes, to explain the neceffity of 
the grace of Chrift to lalvation ; to prove that 
every man is enabled to obtain this grace; 
to indicate the means by which it is to be ac- 
quired ; to point out the tefts and proofs by 
which the pofleffion of it is to be afcertained ; 
and to evince its complete and unalterable fuf* 
ilciency. Some obfervations will afterwards 

be 
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be* ftvdrally addrcflcd, to thofe who difregard 
or deipiie the grace of God, and to thofe 
ivhp labour to obtain and to improve it. ' > 

". . r 

. iJ; The grace of . Chrift is indi^enlably net 
etBkry tofalvation. . \. \ 

r: I» a long train of argument reqnifite te e{V 
tablilhthis proppfition ? Contemplate the pi<5^ 
turc which the Scriptures pre'fetit of the cor-. 
Tuption of human nature. ; and of the confe- 
quences, in which that cotruption by its owifl 
inherent tendencies would terminate. If the 
imagination of mans heart is evil from b$s 
youth ; if the heart is deceitful above all thingi^ 
and defperately wicked; i{ in us, by nafture, 
dwelleth no good things if we are altdgetbeir 
gone out of the way, altogether become abomina^ 
able^ fo that by nature there is no on^- that 
feeketh after God, no one that is rigbffous, m net 
one: how is fan6lification to be attaih^d ; how 
is deftru^on to be efcaped ? How is thfe 
Ethiopian to change his ikin, and the l6tj^ 
pard his fpots ? How is the fervant of fitf, 
to become the fervant of holincfs ^ How ife 
the fcul, groaning tinder the chains of the 
prince of darknefs, to be reftored to the glo^ 
rious liberty of the children of God ? How 
is the bofom which is the habitation of 
every . impure thought^ every unhallowed de*- 

fire. 
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fird, td become the temple of the Holy Ghoft ? 
Will you anfwef, " By repentance ; by faith 
^* in Chrift.; by perfeverance in every good 
^ iwork?" Be it fo. Is repentance then, is faith, 
te J>fcrfeyerance in good w6rks in your own 
power? Confult the Sctiptutes on each of 
thefe points. The fcripturesxrall upon every 
m&ii every >^ere to repent: But do they 
nffirmy do tliey imply, that^iian can repent by 
his own ftreSngth? Do they ^dmk the poffibilit^ 
of fuch a fofJp^fition ? What tken is the import 
of the expHmi'dn* of the prophet Jeremiah, ex- 
jpi^eflions not l^fs wife than pioufly inter- 
wovim into -the liturgy of oUr chiirch ; Turn 
tb$u us unto thee, O Lord ; and ive Jball be . 
turned: turn tbrn'tne, O Lord; and I Jball 
he 4kmed; for tbeuart tbe Lord my God\a)? 
^V^iiitis the import ^of the following parages 
ih^h^ writings of St. Luke and St. Paul? God 
if^b exalted jfefus tD be a Prince and a San)ionr^ 
io give repentance unto Ifrael. Tben batb Qod 
af/6 to tbe Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 
In meeknefs inftrud tbofe tbat oppofe tbemfdves ; 
if God peradventure "voill give tbem repentance 
to the acknowledging of tbe ttutb {b). Is it not 
clear that repentance is to be fought as a gift 
from God ; as a gift through the grace of Je* 
fus Chrift? Enquire farther how the cafe 

(a) Jerem. xxxi. 18. Lam. v. 21. {b) A&B, v. 31. xi. 18. 

2Tixo,ii. 25. 
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ftazuk \vith refped to faith. Without faith it 
is impoJfihU to pleafe Qod, By faith a man is 
to be jii/itfied. Believe in the Lord Jefus Chfifli 
and thoujbalt he fueoed (c). But do the Scrip- 
tures deicribe faith as an attainment within the 
grafp of hufn^i ability ? What is the lapgiiago 
of the Son of God?: ^(? man can come to me^ 
except the Father who hatbfent me draw him^d)^ 
What faith St. Luke ? ApoHos helped them 
much J which had believed through grace. The 
Lord opened the heart qfLydia^ thatjbe attend'^, 
ed unto the things which were fpoken of Faul^ 
and was baptized {e). How ipeaks St. P^ i 
Faith is the fruit if the Spirit 4 ;No man can 
fay that Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Gho/l^ ' 
To you, Philippians, it is gfOen to believe on 
Chrijl (fj. . Then with reipeft to pra^cal 
holinefs. Are Chriijian . tempers and good 
works the produce of your own exertions ? Do 
you learn fuch imaginations from the Scrip- 
tures ? // is God that wprketh in you both to 
will and to do. It is God who maketh you per^ 
fe£i in every good work, to do his will, working 
in you that which is well-pleq/ing in his fght. 
Let us have grace whereby we may ferve God 
etcceptably. Righteoufnefs, truth, lave, long-^ 
fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, meelnefs, tempe-* 

(c) Heb. xi. 6» Horn. ill. 28. Gal. ii. 16. A&s> xvi.SX, 
(d) John. vi. 44. (e) Ads, xviii. 27, xvi. 14. (/) Gal. 
T. 23. 1 Corj xii. 2. Pbilipp. i. 29. 

rance^ 
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ranee, are the fruits of the Spirit (^). It » 
thus that ah examination into the natural ftate 
of the huntian hearty and ah enquiry into the 
method by which the different graces of the 
Chriftian charad:er are wrought in man^ coh-;* 
ffcrain us to afcribe every thing in us which is 
good, to God, the Author of every good and 
perfed gift. They cohflrain us to acknowledge, 
that as St. Paul, depreiTed and impeded by his 
thorn in the flefli, could be enabled to preach 
the gofpel with liiccefs only by the grace of 
Chrift : fo by that grace only can man, labour- 
ing under his natural corruption, be enabled 
to attain eternal life. They conilrain us to 
acknowledge as indifpeniably neceiTary' to fair 
vation that total change, which the Scriptures 
delineate under a variety of figurative expref- 
fions, eflentially of the fame meaning, and 
calculated, partly to exemplify its magnitude 
and efFeft, partly to denote its fiiprcme im- 
portance : a change which the word of God 
attributes eiclufively to the fandlifying in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoft purchafed for us 
by the iacrifice of Jefus Chrift. They con- 
ftrain us to confefs, that except a man be bom 
of water and of the Spirit ; emblematically of 
water by baptifin, and fubftantially of the 
Spirit by the renovation of his corrupt nature 
unto holinefs ; be cannot enter into the kingdom 

(g) Philipp, ii, 13. Hebr xiii. 21. xli. 28. Gal. v. 22, 23. 
Bph. V. 9. 
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rf God{b\ They confbrain; us -to confel^y 
timt ive muft becdme new cre^unei (/) -'*^ tbaff 
ve mufi: he tnm^frrined by the. renewing rf our 
minds ^ that wcL:muft put ioff.'fbe' old nianji 
which is corrupt, and be renewed in tbeff»tt0 
fof our minds; that Vc mxA put on the neiii 
man, wbicb after Qod is created in rightenuf^^ 
fiefi akd trUe baling (i). They cdhftrain tis to 
oonfe&rthatif we are; to be iky-cdr we aretd bi^ 
fopuedr^y tbe wq/bing of regenetation^ and the 
rsnewff^oftbeHqlyGba/iil). We arc to be 
feved by receiving from^the Spirited* God, not 
thoie extraordinary and now no longer needed 
pdw^s> which were rcquifite to enable the 
firft preachers of Chriftianity to^ confirm the 
truth of the new religion by the evidence of 
miraculous atteftations r but that influence 
which in every age is no lefs neccffary to the 
falvation of every Chriftian, than it was in pri-- 
mitive times to the falvation of the apoflles ; 
that influence which alone can enlighten thd 
underfl:anding, reiftify the will, difpofe us to re- 
pentance, eflabliih us in faith, renew the heart 
untw godlinefs, fupply ftrength to withftamJ 
temptation, in^ire holy refolutions and ability 
to fulfil them, and finally feal the ftedfaft ler^ 
vantsinCbrift through continuance in faith, and 
in good works the fruits of faith, to eternal lift. 

(A) Jotin, m. 3.5. (f) 2 Cor. v. If. Gal. vi. 15. ' " ' 
. (ib) Horn. xii. 9* Eeh. iv. 23> 24. (/)Tit.iU.5. 
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; 11. The grace of Chrift, as neGcffary to ialva^ 
tion, is placed within the reach of ev«y man. 

Does this afTertion, fo full of conflation 
and encouragement to the terrified finner, 
ftand firm on Scriptural authority ? On that 
authority it fbmds immovable. God bath no 
plea/ure that the wicked Jbould die ; but that be 
Jbould return from bis wc^i and live. God our 
Saviour wiil have all men to be faved, and to 
come to tbe knowledge oftbe trutb. Gro^ye into 
all tbe world J andpreacb the Go/pel to every crea^ 
ture. He that /pared not bis tfwn Son,' but de-- 
livered him up for us all ; haw Jball be not 
with him aJfo freely give us all things: all things 
needful to falvation^ and as of all things themoft 
needful^ his grace ? If ye being evil y know bow 
to give good gifts unto your children : bow much 
more Jball your heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that a/k him (m) ! 

But of what avail is the rope, which you 
hold forth to the Ihipwrecked mariner;^ if his 
eye is too dim to difcem it, his hand too feeble 
to grafp it ? Although it is apparent that God 
fireely offers his grace to every man ; is it alfo 
dear that every man has the power of accept- 
ing, it ? May there not be a natural or a moral 
impoffibility, which may difable the perilhing 

(m) Ezek. xviii. 23. 1 rirti. n. 3, 4. Mark, xvi. 15. 
Eom. viii. S2. Xvike^ xi. 13. 

fmner 
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iinner from deriving benefit from the meian^ 
of deliverance when placed before him \ 
Among the numerous doubts and fufpicions 
which have diiquieted the breafts of Chrif- 
tians, that which is here preiented^ if one of 
the moft difireffing^ is alio one of the moft ex- 
traordinary. Do you afcribe to the Mofi: 
High delufive offers ? To the God of truth, 
do you afcribe fhifts and pretences, and eva- 
fions, which in the common tranfadions of 
life you would difclaim yourfelf, which you 
would condemn in any one of your fellow- 
creatures ? Is it thus that you difhonour the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and render nugatory his gra- 
cious propoial of univerial falvation ? God is 
no refpeSier of perfons. If he has demolilhed 
the wall of partition between Jew and Gentile ; 
has he reared an infiiperable barrier between 
members of the fame covenant, between ChriA 
tian and Chriflian ? The offer which he 
makes to every man, he enables every man, 
by a meaflire of preventing grace beflowed 
upon him for the fake of Chrifl, to accept. 
No man ever committed any fin, but the grace 
of God was ready to have qualified him to 
•withfland it. No man ever committed any 
fin, but he might have obtained the grace of 
God necefTary for efFedual refiflance, had he 
aittecedcntly chofen to apply for it in propor- 
tion 



tion .to hb kaowledgCji andilb t&e^rerendng:; 
grace iaciting him to the/vchoiccA. ;:Such'has^ 
b,e6n the fa6l;:withLTcfpc<9: to cvesyt fin whijchi 
ever was committed. Such.wHtbethcfeft. 
with refpe<ft to every firi which 'ever Ihall be; 
committed. God is not the author of evil. He 
tempts no man to (in. He places no man under 
the neceffity of tranfgreffing His univerfal law.' 
He leaves no man> in any inilance^ deftitute of 
the power of obtaining that grace which would 
haKe;preferved him from trarilgrejQSon, or dcfti- 
tute.of the preventing influence of grace on 
his Will in a meafurefufEcient to incite him to 
exert the power. He mocks no man; however, 
{ome, who have fingularly mifmterpreted his 
word, have virtually .reprefented him as mocking 
the great mafs of the human race ; he mocks 
no man by groundlefs hppes, by calls which 
cantiot be heard, by coriimands which cannot 
be obeyed, by offers which cannot be accepted. 
He iubjeds no man, he permits no man to be 
iubj^fSt, to a liatural or to a moral impoffibility; 
diftin<9:ions, if .tried by fair reafoning, in this 
cafe, completely without a difference, of accept- 
ing the ]aa^xcy whicih he propofes to all; God, 
tii&Qod of mercy, is faithful ^ndjuft and true 
in all his dealiQgs. Could he be faithful and juft 
and true in all his dealings, if, while defcrib- 
ing himfeljf ^ in terms the moft comprchenfive 
Vol. I. F as 
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asdK>lding fbrtb a blcffing to ally he held it fort& 
only to fomet if, ivhile in language the moft. 
imprefiive he ^u:ged every man to accept his 
lYSercy, - he knew that numbers were by his 
predetermined purpofe ordained to remain for 
evdr deftitute of the moral power of accepting 
it ? Qod is Jove : love to every being which he 
h^ made. Could he be lave to a being, 
who itiight have grounds for replying to him 
it the day of judgement ; " Thou fenteft me 
*^ into the world incapable of ferving thee* 
** Thou calledft me; but thou continuedf): me 
** . under an impoflibility of turning unto thee 
'* when thou calledft. And now thou con- 
figneft me to everlafting perdition, for not 
doing that which by nature I could not 
do ; that which by grace thou wouldeft not 
enable me to perform." God will be cleaf 
when he is judged. The judge of the whole 
earth ihall do right. He is iove^ univerial 
love. On St. Paul he freely befiowed the 
grace, which under the apoiUe*s infirmity 
was rcquifite. To every man the grace ne- 
ceffary to counterad and purify human cor- 
ruption is freely offered. To every man is the 
power given through Chrift, of accepting it> 
of imp*6ving under it, of profiting by it unto 
^Ivation. The grace of Godi which hringetb 
fahatiofif batb appeared unto all men ; teaching 

us 
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us that denying ungodlineji emd Worldly }uftsy we 
Jbouid livejoberly, right eotf/fy, and g^dfy in tbU 
pre/int world («) : edabUng ev^ tn&n to 
difc^rn and to will th^t A^hich i» rt^ht^ to 
live dcceptiablj to hia Maker in godlinefs and 
true holinefs ; and thus ftopping every mouth 
before God, . thus cutting t»ff dll 6xcufes fr6m 
thofb ^hp complain of ftridnefs and difEcul- 
^8 in tdigion, and allege their natural weak- 
nefs and depravity as a plea for diibbeying 
the commandments of their Lord. 

III. The means, by which the grace of 
Gdd 13 to bt obtained, are diftindtiy revealed 
to us. 

What are thofe means ? The firft is prayer. 
A/k, and it Jhall he given unto you : Jiek, and 
yeJbaUJiitd : knocl, and it Jhall be o^ed untp 
you (p). But do thefe promifes !felate to^ 
the gift of the Hoty Spirit? Our Saviour 
proceeds to (hew by a familiar and mofl en^ 
couraging illuftration, that the Holy Ghoft 
is their immediate obj^d. If a Jon Jhall a/k 
bread of any of you that is a father; will he 
giw him aJloneP Or, if he afkafjh\ will 
he for ajifb give him a ftrpentf -. Or, if he 
Jbdll a/k an egg ; will he. offer Mnt afcorpion f 

(n) Tit. ii. 1 1, 12. (o) Lufet, Xj.9» &c. 
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If y^ thin, being evil, know bow to. gide good 
gifts unto your children : bow much fnore Jball 
y^ur heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that afk him ! But is it not poffible that 
we may pray for the Holy Spirit; and yet- 
fell of receiving the full bleffing which we' 
deiire ? Undoubtedly it is poffible. You may 
afk and receive not, becaufe you afk amifs (^). 
Can prayer then fail to obtain that bleffing, 
vrhich God has promifed to beftow on thole 
who feek it by prayer? Genuine prayer will 
never be difappointed. Let your prayers be 
real prayers, and they Ihall fucceed. ' But if 
your pfey^ers for fanftificaction through the 
Spirit of God are deftitute of the qualifica-' 
tioiis, which are neceffary to render any prayer 
acceptable ; if while you draw nigh unto 
youir Lord with your mouth, and honour, 
him with your lips, your heart is far from . 
hira ; afluredly you will worfiiip him in vain.' 
What then are the quaiificatrons effential ta 
the iuccefs oi our prayers for the Holy Spi- 
rit i In the fhrft place, farth ; a ftedfaft con- 
viftion that God will perform his promife of 
bellowing the ^t of the Holy Ghoft on 
every man who leeks it aright. If any of 
ybu lack.wifdom, {^Mx^J^m let htm afk 
of God, that gkretb to all men liberally and 

(p) James, iv. 3, 

upbraid- 
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uphraidetb not, and it Jball he givm JkimJ^^ But 
let him ajk in faith i, nothiiig . Waver iffg : for he 
that waver etb, is like Ok wave of thje fea drivefi 
with the wind andji^ffed : for , let ttot th^U man 
think that he Jhgll, receive ^y thing of the 
Lord\q. Wifdoin is to be derived only 
through the Holy Ghoft, who i» denoipi-* 
natcd tho Spirit. ofwifdom(r). The faiths 
which is indifpenfablc to the. fuccels of pcti-» 
tions for this gi^ of. -the Holy. Ghoft, . is 
equally ncceffary .> ^^.ert you pr^jlfgr any 
other of the Ghriftian . graces. In, the next 
place^ your fuppUcatiqns mud: be pccogopanied 
with an humble, cpnfcioufnefs pf yojur .he)p^ 
Icfe ftate by jiature, aad of. the yaUie of the 
bleffings whipli ycfti r^q^ft. For ,oth(?rwii<&i 
they.wiJI.b? devoi^ .of that eaipefttiels ^pd 
fcrvenc^^ which St^ Paul coi^iecfb with gepuUie 
fervice of th^ Lord ; whjch ^anp^er appAl^ 
deicribes as charad:eriilic of the prayer that 
m)ailetb much {s). j^nd farther, your peti* 
''tions for the aid of the Holy Spirit ^pmft, be 
petfetering. Your heavenly Fath^. may 
wifely detenpine to prove you by delaying 
to comply with them. Will you lofethat.re- 
jDtewal of heart without which you cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God, by difcontinuing 

(f) James^ i. 5-^7. (r) Ifaiab^ xi. 2. Eph. I. \J. 

(i) Rom. 3^u. ?. James, v. 16. 
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your fuppiications ? Be not dtfcouraged ; youir 
ibpplicdtions, though tiot yet granted^ are 
heard* The Lord is not flack concerning his 
promiie* God oply waiteth to be gracious* 
lU not wedrjf m well-doing, in urging your 
requeil before the throne of grace ; for in Jus 
time you will reap, if you faint not-: in due 
time^ and that too a time fufficiently fpeedy 
to meet the exigendes of your iituation^ you 
ihall 'obtain the guidsmce, the iupport^ the 
eoniblftfion of the Spirit of God : guidan<^ 
ilipport^'or confblatioii) hot perhaps exa^y 
according in kind or degree with the ipedal 
object of your pray^, buit better adapted to 
promote your true intereft and the gk>ry of 
the ali-kntiwing giver. St^ Paml thrice be- 
ibught the Lord in vain^ that his infirmity 
mi^t depart from him. Was his p^flerer- 
ing i^i^pplication unrewarded ? He received in 
return an aii^rahce>' that the grace of Chrtft 
fboqld be with him ; and in a mea&re 
abundantly iufficient to ifecure thofe obje<9:s^ 
for the attainment of which the apoiU^had 
been folicitous that bis thorn in the fleik 
ihould be removed. 

In addition to habitual prayer^ you have 
yet another duty to fulfil^ if you are iincerely 
deiirous of the continual ai&ilance of divine 
grace. You mufk diligently labour to profit 

m 



iapiet^ a^ hoUnef^. by the^g»eevWhi<^ h^a 
already been* bdftowodji r.To J^im, faith oA»f 
hwd, that iMh JbaJl he giiten ; to^Mm who 
1ms fiudieci to imjproye, as ;mftmhitentt <of 
gi^dlmels^ difi ixleam ftnd fuj^pfieis of dtym« 
grace which have- hein "plmtA within Im 
pawm, addiitional grace ihmtt be afforded. 
'Riitn iim thaUhatk mt; frotti ; «hat UothAll 
9xtd wicked fcaryiiiit who has ncgkdled the 
taSca&t which his rightful mafter had entruiled 
to his care^ under an injundion thatdft 
fhould be employed to adrantage; even tbdt 
v>bicb be batb Jhallhe taken awdy ;. the gracb 
which ,he had Teceived and de^i&d ihall bie 
pcqmrtioiiaULy witbdrawxK ■ - 

rJinaUy^Jf.ycm would obt^n.th^ nfiHIandii 
of dime graoei you muft apply for it tbrou^ 
therinediation tf yfour Redeenfier. ThtoU]^ 

• _ . 

i^hoie merits hare: we accefs to God F Throu^ 
tiie merits of him who died for us. In whc£k 
name are all our pri^3refi to be prefented to 
the Fkther ? In* the name of his bdoved Son* 
Whofe is the grace which we iblicit ? The 
grace of the Lord Jefus. '^ My grace/* faid 
Chrift to hb apoftle, ^^ is fldGBcient for thee/* 
Through him^ and unto him, let us apply for 
the fandifying influence of his Spirit, 

The confideration, however briefs of the 
ii)bjeAs which have already b^en noticed^ has 

F 4 unavoidably 
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m^v6i^B)sly^^6^npi6d fo much timer th^ tho 
feisiaimiig fkeads^ mud: be defeirred uhto a ftlt» 
mttr di{boi$ilfe; >v iidt tne cdndiiidc, th^srcfore] 
t«4tH««ijddixxffiy)g ^to yom-fytncf fevr> W0kds^ fDf 
gmeral • appik^on^ A-awts^ftom the femttrli;^ 
tf^ichlfiatve fe««'feid^bdbrevyou. o.n-< 

.-4lnd<ay($ul- lihroughoutiliffe'tD bear in mind 
that of jwiAfeferes y6u ca^ vdoXiidthin^ : ^thttt 
ybu iiihrtri^riar'ilaturr radically corruptfedy 
prone to ^> laTtorfe wta.>piefy and holiness. 
Unfeis^ you build' joour* religion upon :i this 
foundation yoii::bmid it i^n fand: for you 
do not buiM it -upon the otlly ^olid fbunda^ 
ti6ri^ that fbundatibny that corfier^ftone^ which 
is laid in the word of God,; vBtit-beware^^of 
ddceivihg yourielves by imagmihg,' that: this 
original' ftbmiption of your n^ture^ aiffoflcdsi y cJo 
any plea for continuing iti^fin^ The« gra<^ 
of God, % which you ^tPizy : be preferved 
from falling into fin, by'whicb J^ou^maybd 
redeemed from thd ftit)ttgeft'^ bonds of depray? 
vity, is freely ofFwod to ybu'^through C3hrift 
at all times; and power in every refpd6l 
adequate is at all times gi^en unto you from 
God to accept it. Confid^r St. Paul's^ accoutit 
of himielf. In my fiejb^ laith he, dwelleth no 
good thing. I cannot do that which I would. 
The good which I approve, I do not. The 
evil which I difapprove 1 do. This is the de- 

fcription 



Sarptixm ro£ his ftatitfJ by< hature. But • hoW 
Ipwiks Wiin another p^age ? / can do all 
tbhgt tbrmgb C^riji that Jirmgthemth met 
HerQ he ipcaks^iDf himfelf as vunifcr^t&e'iii^ 
A^nte of divine gracer^n^ as thiis^enabksi 
to perform the whole of hi& duty;- Cfarifliis 
flX: rail timbsi j read}^ to flice^gthen eveiy one of 
ijjK^uto perform your whole duty ; and when* 
ever you: failv you fail by ' ^oiir own faul4r. 
Turn your eyes then upon the Bible to leant 
the fiiU extent df your duty. Beware of being 
fiitisfied with that half-religion, that fiiadow 
dfi Chriftianity, which in the eyes of the 
world is teg&i^ded as tha; coiziplete fiibftaxice; 
that counterfeit coin which paffes current with 
multitudes, but bears not the (lamp of the 
King of kings. Take your flandard of duty 
from the word of God ; for by that flandard 
you will be tried at the laft day. See what 
devotednefs to God, what holinefs of temper 
and of conduft, what living not unto your-? 
felf but to Chrift w^ho died for you, the fcrip- 
tures require. Say not within your heart 
*' Thefe things cannot be required of me ; for 
" I cannot attain unto them." They are re- 
quired of you ; for fo God hath announced 
to you beforehand. You can attain unto 
them ; for God offers to enable you by his 
grace. Seek then his grace that you may at- 
tain 
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tatato that boUneis^ lArithout which no mm 
ihall fee the Lord* So fhall your fins be blot- 
ted out, and mercy and. ialyation extended to 
3rou through the atonement of the Lord Jefus. 
Biit if you vainly perfuade yourfelf that yoik 
may make religion a fccondaiy concern : if 
3nou fall fliort of fbiptural lioline&y becauib 
you would not ilrive for the grace through 
which you might have performed it : you will 
ftand felf*condemned at the judgement-feat of 
Chrift, and will confefs that God was iblicit* 
eus that you fhould be fayed, but that you 
have yourfelf pulled clown deftradtion with 
your own hands, upon your own 



r r • 

; 1 ' ... ! ■ ' 

r", r» ■• • ... ■ , f 



] ■ ■ » 



•♦ r. »■ 

4 *j 



SERMON IV* 



On the Nature and Efficacy of Divine Grace^ 



:2 CoR«, xj^L 9. 

And he fatd unto me, *^' 1^ Grace . is fuffictent 
for thee : for my Strength is made perfeSt 
in Weaknefs. 
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TN a ^OTfher difcourfe on this paff^e> vfhm. 
^ \ had explained to ytta the occaiidn-eh 
which the words of Chrift, ^ quoted in -the 
text, were fpoken ; and the particular fenfc 
in which they referred t6 the exifting- fitua- 
tion oC St. P«ttl ! I endeavoured to (hew that 
the inftruAion which they conveyed was ap- 
plicable to all men. I laid open to you, firft, 
the evidence which the fcriptures fumiih of* 
the indiipenfable neceffity of divine jgrace to 
^vadon : fecondly, the unbounded mercy 
with which God offers his grace to every man^ 
and beftows on every man the moral power of 

accepting 
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accepting it : and. thirdly, the means by the 
ptt^cr tiic of which this fanftifying influence 
of the Holy Spirit may afluredly be obtained. 
Regarding therefore the obfervations which 
were ftate^ tmder Ithpfe! three braiiches of the 
general fubjed:, as in an adequate meafure 
prefent to your recolle<ftion ; I nqw^^proceeci^ 
in humble dependence on the bleJIing of God^ 
to unfold to you the marks by which you 
may judge, every man for himfelf, whether 
your hearts are under the government of the 
Holy Spirit. I truft to be enabled, on a fu- 
ture oqcafion, to execute the remiainder of my 
l^lijn^ks* originally ftated, by manifefling the 
complete and certain fufficiericy of divine 
grace for every purpofe for which it can be 
dd^r^ or beflowed ; and by a general appli- 
cation of the whole fubjed: to perfons of dif- 
ferent defcriptions. 

IV. I propofb to fet before you the tefts 
and proofs by which the effe^ual acquifidon 
of divine grace is afcertained. 

A tree is known by its fruits.. A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit : neither can 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. If 
your difpofitions and your conduA are cha- 
radlerifed by the fruits of the Holy Spirit; 
you may humbly confide that you are undei: 

his 
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his effe<5hial gtiidance; If your hearts and 
Kvcs do not habitually display thofe demon- 
fhations of his prevailing influence ; you arc 
not aiithorifed to draw that conclusion. 
- What then are the fruits of the Spirit? All 
good and perfect gifts ; for every good^nd per-' 
fe£i gift is from ahave : all the graces of the 
Chriftian charaAer; for every one of thole 
graces is a plant foreign to the corrupt foil 
of the human hearty and can flouriih there 
only in confequence of being fov^i and nur- 
tured by the foftering care of the Spirit of 
iSod. In the facred writings, thefe fruits oir 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft are fometimes men- 
tioned iingly ; accordingly as the inipired 
penman was led by his immediate fubje^ to 
delineate fome particular feature of true re- 
ligion : fometimes, when the train of his 
argument carried him into a wider range of 
defoription, fcveral of them are noticed at 
once> iand exhibited in otie view. To colleA 
from the word of God the various fruity of 
the Holy Spirit into one glorious aflemblagc ; 
to illuftrate the nature of each; and to trace 
the precife courle of. enquiry neceflary to qua- 
lify you to e^irhate the degree, in which they 
are feverally produced in yourfelf ; this would 
be a tafk which would deman^d, in addition 

to 
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to other reqwilte^, the compafs of many 
diicom^. On the preftnt occaiion^ there^' 
fere^ I muft cont^it m;^iblf with calling 
your attention to fbme few of thofe fjruit»f 
ihd with feleding fuch as are of prime im- 
portance. : 

To this man will I look, fmti the Lord; 
evefi to blm that is poor and of a c&ntrit^^irit, 
Mid tr€mbittb at my word^ Bleffed are the 
poor in fpirit : for theirs is the kingdom ^ 
Heaven. Thus Jaith the high and lofty One, 
that ihhabiteth eternity, whofe name is holyr 
I dwell with him that- is of a contrite and 
bundfie fpirit {a). Have thefe fruits of the 
Hoi J Ghoft, humility^ and repentance^ beeti 
wrought in you ? Aire you thoroughly pene- 
trated with the conyidiion of the inherent 
heinoufnefs of fin ? Do you acknowledge 
that every tranfgre£Gk)n of the divine law is 
treafbn againfl the Ibvereign of the univerle : 
ingratitude to your moft bounteous benefac- 
tor : abomination in the fight of a God of 
hoiinds : a forfeiture of the whole of that 
future reward, which was promiied only to. 
perfe<% obedience : and a juft ground for the 
punilhment denounced againft all, who aftcif 
receiting, as all men hare received, ability 

(a) Ifahh^ Ixvi. 2* Matt. v. 3, Kaiab^ Ivis. 15. 
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to perform dieir duty, Ihall be found guiltf 
of any ad of rd>ellion ? Are you convinced, 
that by wilful tranfgreflion you have proved 
yourfelf rebellious ? Are you convinced, by 
contemplating the depravity of the nature 
common to all men, and by the refiilt of your 
perfbnal experience, that you mud: defpair, 
if abandoned to yourfelf, of refifling the fu** 
ture allurements of fin ? Dp you feel an 
abhorrence of fih becaufe of its finfulnels ? 
Are you eamefUy felicitous to be delivered 
from fin, not merdy on account of the pe- 
nalty which it entails, but on accousnt of its 
native deformity, its offeniivenefs in &e light 
of God ? Do you begin to iee the beauty and 
excellence of holinefs ? Are jou iubmiffivdy 
willing to be refcued from guilt and its con« 
fequences, and to be reconciled to God, by 
filch methods^ whatever they may be, as he 
in his vribfdom ihall ordain I Thea bath Chd 
granted unto you the grace of npsnUfnce ! 
Then hath he wrought in you by his Spirit 
that felf-abafement, whidi is the fbundatkm 
of jufiifytng faith in the Lord Jefus ! 

Thejiifijban Ihe by faith : zxsAfakb is tht 

frmt of the fphrtt {b). Is that fruit ihasiifefted 

in you ? Do you receive with revcmnt ac<« 

{Js) Habb. ii. 4. Rom. i. 17* Gal. iii. 1 1. v. 22. 
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quiefcehce the icriptural revelation of the na- 
ture and the office of the Meffiah ? With 
reipe^ to myfteries, concerning which the 
limited underftaading of man is of itfelf ut* 
terlj incompetent to pronounce any decifion p 
do you bring every thought into captivity 
before the declarations of God ? Do you 
behold your Redeemer as die teacher of the 
will of God to man ? . Do you behold . his 
blood a§ the fountain opened for the wafhihg 
away of fin ? Dp you look to him as the Lamh 
of God ; the only, . the all-fufficient facridBce; 
by which atonement is made for tranf^efHi 
fbrs ? Dp you cordially believe . that there is 
fajivatipn in no. other ; . that there is no other 
name under heaven given, among mon^ 
whereby you may be favedi . Do you look 
up to him as .your advocate, your continual 
interceffor with the Father ? .Do. you elevate 
your thoughts to him as the King of kirigsi 
feated ..on the throne of glory at the right. 

hand of. God, Lord of. angels, and archr 

* - ^ 

angels, of principaUties and powers through- 
out the whole extent • of creation : as head 
oV?XL\ aJl things •, to his church, difpenfer of 
light ;^nd ftr^ngth and life, the raifer of the 
dead, the appointed judge of. the world? 
Do you renounce as altogether indefenfible, 
as irreconcilably repugnant to the ditine plan 

of 
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of redemption, CMery pretehfion to the par* 
don of fin, every claim to the inheritance of 
the fidnts, grounded on any fuppofed merit 
of your own ? Do you dcfire to be found at 
the laft day juftified exclufively through the 
righteoufneis of Chrift; acceptable folely 
through the merits of his atonement i Then 
has the grace of our Lord Jefus, the author and 
jml/ber of our faith j been exceeding abundant to 
you with faith which is in Cbriji, even Xh^ faith 
'which is the operation of God (c). 

All Chriilians however are not as yet per- 
£t6t Chriftians. All who are genuine mem** 
bers of the true church, the myftical body 
of our Lord, are not yet come in the unity of 
the faith f and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man ; unto the meafure of 
the Jiature of the fulnefs of Chrijl (d). There 
may be fome in this congregation^ who, at 
the fame time that they humbly truii: that 
they have laboured to obtain grace unto re« 
pentance ^nd faith, perceive fuch ampfe 
grounds for deploring their deficiencies in 
both, that they tremble left they ihould be 
regarded in the fight of God as effedually 
pc^efied of neither. Chrift will not break 
the bruifed reed. His lambs he will carry 

(c) 1 Tixf. l 14, Heb. xii. 2. Cd. ii^ 12. (<;) Sjpb. tv. 13. 
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in his bofdm. ;H6 beholds with companion 
and forbearance^ he cheers with confelaticm 
and entoUragement^ the mourner who feareth 
for his fouL He flrengtheos the weak hands 
and > confirms the feeble knees. . Elzamihe 
then thin* own bteaft^ whofoev^r thou 
mayfefl bfe who ait tempted to defpond; eat* 
umine whether it be thy e^mefl and habitual 
defire to be enabled to repent and to believe* 
Examine whether this bfc the Ipirit of thy 
liipplications before the^ throtie bf gractf: 
^' Make me a contrite hearth O God 1 Lord ! 
^^ I believe: help thou nbihe unbelief/' Bi^ 
amihe whether thy forrow for fiii'i ihy exer^ 
tions in purfuit of holineis> corrdpofid witk 
thy prayers. If to tbeffe enquiries tltou re- 
teivett the anfwei- of a good cotifdeiice^ bb 
comforted. ThoU ^rt already undti' thfc 
teaching of divine grace. Perfevere in .thy 
coutfe; and the Lord Jfelufe iiviti cauf^ thy 
godly forrouo to vo&rk repentance to fidvitthn 
not to he repented of\ and will perfe& that 
%x>hkh it lacking in thy faith. Blejffed are vbey 
that hunger and thirfi after righteoufnefs : f^t 
they Jhall be filed {e). 

I proceed to the confideraticm of other 
fraits of the Holy Spirit. 

(e)2 Cor. vii. 10. 1 Thef. lii, 10. Matt. v. 6. 

The 
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The Lord direff your hearts, faith St. Patt)^ 
mto the love of Godi' The love qfOod isjbed 
abroad in our bMfts by the JSoly Gboji (fj. 
Has the Holy Ghoft flied abroad the love of 
Gkid in your heiut V Have you evidences t^ 
prove that you poflefs this fruit of the Spirit ? 
Do you love the Lord your God with all your 
heart,with all yo\|r mind,with all your foul^ and 
with allyourftrength; andtheLordJefusChrift, 
•wfiom he hath fent ? Do you ferve your Crea^ 
tor and Redeemer in fimplicity and godly fin'^ 
cerity ? Are you Mxious to further, accord- 
ing to the talents and opp(»tunities which you 
ehjoy> the glory of God^ and the kingdom of 
Ins Son ? Amodg tie fruits of the Spirit par- 
ticularly meotioned by St. Paul, righteoufne& 
ftands confpicuous : and righteouihefs, as ex^ 
emplified in the exerciie of holy difpoiitions 
towards the Deity, for of that branch alone 
of righteouihefs I ^ {^refent fpeak, is a con- 
vincing proof of love to God. Have you 
this proof to bring forward ? By piety, by 
devotion, by every aft of religion which has 
God for its immediate objed; ; by the culti- 
vation of faiths and fear, and love, and grati- 
tude, and refignation ; do you witnefs before 
the world a good confeflion^ that his favour i^ 
your aim, his ialv^tion the prize which yw 

(/) 2 Thef. iii. 5. Rom. v. 5. 

G a purine ? 
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purflie ? If it be your fervent dedre and your 
habitual prayer to be enabled to love the Lord 
your God; then are you already under the 
teaching of his Spirit. If you are thus enabled 
to fct your heart upon hinx^ then bath God 
given unto you the Spirit of love : then tie 
lave of the Father is in you (g)* 

Ye yourfehes are taught of God to Jove one 
another. The Lord make you to increafe and 
abound in Jove one towards another, and tth- 
wards aJJ men {b). This alfo is the language 
of St- Paul to the Theffalonians. Has God 
wrought in you the grace of love towards 
your fellow creatures? Dou you love yoiv 
neighbour as yourfelf^ with a pure hearty and 
with charity unfeigped, fervently ? Do you 
love him thus because God commands you 
to love him thus ; becaule an apoftle hath 
faid^ that if God ib loved us that he fent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our fins, we 
ought alio to love one another ; becaufe your 
Saviour has declared, that love to others is the 
diftingiiifliing mark, by which all men Ihall 
know that you are his dilciples (/) ? Do you 
love your enemies ? And do you love them 
becaufe, while ye were yet enemies, God 

Ig) 2 Tim. i. i. 1 John, ii. 15. (/t) 1 Thef. iii. 12. iv. 9- 
(i) 1 John, iv. 10, 11, John, xiii. 35. 

loved 
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loved us ? Love worietb no ill to bis neighr: 
hour. Lwe, or as it is clfe where exprefled, 
Charity yfufferetb long and h kind\ envietb not, 
vauntetb not itfelf\ is not puffed up, dotbnot be- 
have itfelf ufifeemJy, feeketb not jtsjffwn, is not 
tqfily provoked ; tVviketb no evil, rej^cetb n^t in 
iniquity y hut rejoicetb in the truth \ h^aretb nil 
tbings, believetb all things, hopetb fdl things, enw 
dureth all things (i). Do you fulfil tjie law of 
jtifticc to your neighbour by working fH> ill to 
him ; by carefully abftaining from pffering. inr 
jury to his perfon, to his property, or to his 
good-name? Have you that love/or him which 
i(ufFereth long ; which is flowto tak« qffence, 
imwearied in forgivenefs ? Have you that love 
which is kind : which not only abounds in adts 
of good will to tiiofe who have manifefted 
fiiendihip towards you, or gratitude, for be? 
mefits received fron> your hand ; but, like the 
love of your heavfenly Father, who maketl^ 
his fun to Ihine on the evil as well, as on the 
good, and fendeth rain both on the jufl and 
on the unjuft, overflows in bounteoufnels to 
the unthankful and the froward ) Have you 
that love which cnvieth not ; which covetetlji 
not the advantages enjoyed by any other, 
grudgeth not his comforts, repineth not at 
Jiis welfare ? ' Have you that love whiclj 

(k) Rom. xiii. 10. 1 Cor. xiii. A^}: 
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vatmwth not itfclf: that lovci which proftxpte 
you in honour ta prefer one another ; nou* 
riflies that diftinguiihed fruit of the Spirit, 
me^kk^fs xi^^mtrtiiStxi the words of the Lord 
Jdfus, Bi^edurt^ the metk ; . retrains you froni 
an Vjftetttatious difplay of the pre-eminence 
in rank, in weiilth, in authority, iii abilities 
in kHQW}edg6> with which the common Maf^^ 
ter of fill' tnayi have «itrtifl;ed you ? Have 
you thM l0Ve which i% not puffed up : which 
is dothed ivilh humility ; > inspires a convic* 
tion df our. ovm unworthincfs ; admonilhcs 
us W regard ^ve^ additional degree of in^ 
flueacd^ every additional inftruntcnt of domg 
good, * as a talent for this ufe of ikrhich wc 
are to rfenider -an account befe^ef iiie judge- 
ment-feat' of C!hrift ; and thus, by rbm^ind*. 
irig US'- of ^ah awful re:l^ohfibility, temperar 
the joy «*^it^ by the acquifition with 
awakened •• drcumfpfcftion * and holy fear ? 
Have ydb that love which doth not behave 
itfelf uftfteihly: which aflumes not a de- 
meanour titifuitable to its flation ; but con- 
ducts itfelf with refpeftfulneis to fuperiors, 
with courteoufiiefs to inferiors, with modefty 
and gentlenefs to all? Have you that love 
which feeketh not its own : that love which 
cxtinguifheth felfilhnefs ; which perfuades 
you rather to fubmit to injuftice than either 

^ to 
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%b diipleafe God, pr ncedlefely to,give c^Bcnc^e 
to man; intlines you ^he|i d^fpoiled of 
yow clp^k, r^tber tp . luriendeir your coat 
alfo than to maintain: ypur rights ^ith paf- 
ficxn, or by uwarranJ^^ble m^tho(Js ; tljat 
love which proclaim^, Jook not en)ery man on 
his own things f hut every man alfo on tha 
things of others {I); difpofes.you to confuljl 
m all your undertakings the benefit of others 
no lefs than of yourfelf ; and determines yoxi 
cheerfully to .make large faciifiQes of ypiir 
own cafe and advantage for the fake of pr-Qr 
modng even the earthly comforts, and morQ 
C^cially the i^mtml interefts, of your nei^^ 
bow ? Have you that love which is pot «af4y 
provoked : that love which governs the tQEnr 
per ^ lefs than the condudl ; is not pnly 
long-ftliering, wiualienated by repeated iivr 
juiiest >Wt proves jil;felf to be genuine by 
9urbing, fiveny tein^ency tp irritatlpn, fljaipit 
nefs of .humovir, hsfftiaei^ gf language, har&r 
nefs of deportment ?. ^ Have yp# th^t llov^ 
which thinketh V9 .pv^l : thi^ Ipve' wjb^kiH 
meditates no evil ; .pesrmits not any wpjuli 
or ungenerous .piirppfe againll anoftiier 'to 
l^d ihelter in your bofpm, and ftarts back 
with pain from ^very fuggeftiott whith tempt» 

</) Philipp. u. 4, 

G 4 ' ycni 
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you to thwart his welfare : that love which 
imj)uteth no evil ; entertains not hard thoughts 
of your neighbour, charges him not with 
uniubilantiated guilt, nor trcaliires up unati- 
fhorifed Hifpicion? againft him? Have you 
that love \vhich rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
tgoiceth in the truth j that love, which be- 
jlblds with grief not merely the fuccefs, but 
the very exiftence, of rapacity,^ of fraud;, of 
malice, of Hander, of every fcheme and dc« 
vice of fin, the enemy of human happineis 
prcfent and future ; that love, which exult$ 
in the triumph of righteoufhefs, in the ma- 
nifeflation of innocence, in the eflablifliment 
of truth ; in every event which evinces ot 
confirms the power of the gofpel over the 
hearts of men, and thus, while it redound) 
to the glory of God, miniflers collation 
afid fltettgth to his fervants ? Hav^you that 
love, which bearcth all things; that love, 
which bears with the infirmities, v^hether 
bodily or mental, bf others; dwells not upon 
errors, looks not upon defeds } covers, draws 
a veil over, a multitude of failings ; and 
when they are forced upon thy notice, leads 
thee to behold them with tendernefs and 
pity, and \vithout any diminution of that 
affeftion, to which, on other grounds, thy 
relation, thy friend, , or thy compianion, is 

entitled 



entitled fibm thee : and when it percehres 
u man (nier taken with a fault, whifpers to 
thee, rejitire fucb a one in the Jpirit of meeh^ 
nefs ; confidering thy f elf, lejl thou aljh pe 
tempted {m)? Have you that love, which 
belie veth all things ; not that creduloiis faci-i^ 
lity, which turns away its ear from the leflbns 
of j'eaibn and experience; not that blind 
candour which calls evil good, and confounds 
the diilindlion eftablifhed from evejlailing to 
everlafting between him who fervethuGod 
and him who fcrveth him not : but that lovc^ 
which prefuppofes nprightnefs where it dif* 
cems not evidence of iniquity ; liilens vnth 
delight to any favourable interpretation of 
the condud of another ; puts the kindeft 
conftrudicm on fuch of his words or adions 
as appear ambiguous v and welcomes eveiy 
circumflance which tends to prove that he 
has . not committed the offence afcribed to 
him, or that, if he committed it, he has xc* 
turned from the error of his ways ? Have you 
tiiat love which hopetfa all things ; that love 
which, where it cannot rationally believe dmt 
:good exifls; encourages itfelf to prefiinie that 
it will exift ; is almofl prepared, like Abra<» 
ham, againfl hope to believe in hope; de* 
ipairs not of the converiion of the finner, 

(ui) Gil. vL 1, 
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nor ikckens ks IMK)tmto promote it ? Have 
you *tot: ; lovet which .en4urcJli all things % 
th«t ioVe^ w^ich is ready to^ iuilain hardihips, 
to ec^CGunter. dangers, to ftaad the brunt of 
ridimiieand^coni; if thus it may be enabled 
to forward its firit and deareft purpofe, the 
advancement of the ; temporal and eternal 
wel&re . of mankuid ? If the attainment of 
thisv&riptural love of your neighbour be the 
objcd of your fervent wiflies, of your con* 
tinuai JiippHcations ;. ; thea are you already 
under the teaching of tlie Spirit of God. \i 
yourdi^pofitions ioid your condu^ towards 
youf neighbosur ' oorrefpond with theie cha*^ 
raAeriflics of Chrifiiaii charity; then hath 
God empowered you.. by > the Holy Ghoft 
revsemtly to obey the. command, Let \him 
who lavetb Gtkd, JdM.bix broticr dfo : tkutn bavt 
ymi purified your foul iu obeying the trutb tbrougb 
tbe JS^irit unto unfeigned love of tbe bre^ 
tbren{n\ 

These yet remduos one clais 'Of gifts . df the 
Holy .Spirit, which' k'equires, even in this vei^ 
inxperfeft eniunerationi, .briefly to be noticed : 
that dais, nameljs, which reipe<^ the govemt 
ment q£ the feniital appetites. Among the 
fruits of the Spirit exprefsly mentioned by St 

(w) 1 John, iv. 21. 1 Pet, i. 22. 
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Paul in his: EpHlte.to.the Galfktiate, w* find 
temperance (ti)i AmongtJw morhof tbe- Jit^ 
which in thewiknic chapter he deifcrifeis tts 
©pflofed txyibe Jkuits aftlefpmt\ far ibejle/b 
lufteth age^i^ the fpirit^ and the jpirk a^ainfi 
the Jie/by andJbefi are contrary^, the oneJothjc 
ether; fins 0f impurity ftand foremofl:, . This 
obfervatic«i may be extended, to jthofe partiom 
of Ae Epiftles to the Ephefians tod .to th^ 
GololKans, .in which he . treats cf the feme 
iub}eft(^).: Burity, . therefore, in tt$ . largtaift 
import and in > its minuteft iiibdivifions i pu*- 
rity of: thought, of word^ and of deed, is thk 
ff£t of the Holy Ghoft, Are you ^ble to 
prove that thefe fimts of the Spirit are habitu*^ 
ally l)rought forth ajid ripened in you ? An 
tempemnte at>d purity d^aguiihing virtues 
in your chara<%er ? In proportion as* your 
mind abhors the oppolite crimes, ymx are 
vfider vthc teaching ofv the Spirit of ^Godv 
If you are afiuaHy prcfervcd fromfulfillh^^the 
lufis of the jiefb ; then have you deciiiyc cvi* 
dence that you waZi in thef^rit. 

Having placed before you thefe ieloft ex^ 
amples of '^e proofs by w^krh xordial* accept* 
ance and improvement of divine grace are to 
be . aicertained ; let me remsatk^ in quitting 

(o) Gal. V. !23 5 and fee the whole paflage, 1ft— 25. * 
0&) EphcA y. «--9. Col ill. 5?^X0. 
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this branch of the {vh]t&y the unequivocal 
dfcmonifarations by which St. Paul evinced that 
Ills heart was under the efFedxial influence of 
Ac Hdy Spirit. What repentance and hu- 
imility^ what faith, what gratitude, what love 
towards God and our Saviour, breathe in the 
following exprefGons ! / was a hlafphemetj 
and a perfecutor^ and injurious. I am the 
leafi of the apoftJes, that 'am not meet to 
be tailed an apo/lle; hecaufe I perfecuted 
the church of God^ But by the grace of God 
I am what I am. J thank Chrifi Je/iis our 
Lord who hath enabled me. Chri/i Jefus came 
into the world to fave Jinners, of whom J am 
chief. For this caufe I obtained mercy ^ that it^ 
^^^^J^ Chrifi Jefus might Jbew fc^ih all long^ 
faffering\ for a pattern to them, which Jbould 
hereafter believe on him to life everla/ling. 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invifib/e, 
the only wife God, be honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen{q). When he learns that 
the continuance of his thorn in the flefh will 
redound to the honour of his Lord ; the in- 
firmity which had io deeply grieved him in- 
ftantly becomes a theme of rejoicing. Mqft 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in^ 
frmities, that the power of Chrifl may reft 
upon me. Therefore I tale pleafure in infirtui-- 

(q) 1 Cgr.l. XV. 9, lO. 1 Tim. i. 12, 13. |5— 17. 
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iies^ in reproach ei^ In necejjities, in perfecutiont^ 
in diftrejpfs for Cbri/Ts fake (r). Hear his 
ardent declarations of affe<flion for mankind, 
-whether of the Jewifh, or of the Gentile racc^ 
tfay the truth in Chriji, I lie noty my confciencB 
alfo bearing me witnefs in the Holy Gboji ; 4hat 
I have great ieavinefs and continual forrow in 
my heart. For 1 could wj/b that my/elf were 
accurfed from Chri/l; that I were fubje<fted ta 
the temporal vengeance about to overtake the 
Jewiih nation ; or^ as ibme learned expofitors 
underiland the original phrafe^ that I were 
made^ after the example of Chrift^ a iacri*^ 
fice unto death ; for my brethren, my linfmen 
according to the Jlejb. My hearfs defire and 
prayer to God for Ifrael is, that they might be 
faued. 1, Foul, the prtfoner of Jefus Chrifi 
for you Gentiles, defire that ye faint not at my 
tribulations for you. Yeat and if I be offered 
upon the facrifice and fervice of your faith ; I 
Joy and rejoice (x). Obferve his camefl* Iblici;- 
tude to iubdue the corrupt appetites of human 
nature. / ieep under my body, and bring it 
into fubje^ion ; left that by any means, when / 
hoFue preached to others, I myfelf Jbould be a 

(r) 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10. (v) Rom. ix. 1 — 4. x. I. Eph* 

ill. 1. 13. Phillip, ii. 17. See on Rpni:ix. 3. Doddridge in loC/ 
and Dr. Watcrland's Seripons, vol. 1. p, 77. 
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ca/i'iruoay {t)i^ The teftimony which in theft 
paffages of hi^ writings the apoftle incidentally 
bears concerning himlclf, is true; ♦ It was con- 
firmed by h,is life and by his death. The inde- 
fatigable zeal which he exerted for the advance- 
taeht of the golpel ; the long courfe of iuf- 
<«rtngs which he cheerfully endured until they 
were clofed by martyrdom; bore witnefi 
ti|)on earth and will bear, witnefi at the day 
i^ retribution, that his heart was governed 
hy the Spirit pf God. 

In concluding this difcourfe, for the length 
to which the foregoing obfervations have ex- 
tended themfelves, compels me to defer t6 
toother occaiion the consideration of the re- 
mainder of the fubjeft ; let me recommend to 
the attention of every perfon prefcnt, the cha* 
i*6ter of that tminent apoftle. Was he 
bound by the fbvereignty of God, by the 
mercies of creation, of prefervation, and of re- 
demption, to be a faithful fcrvant and ibldier 
of the Lord Jefus ? So likewife we you. X>ld 
he confeft the obligation ? You have confeffed 
the feme obligation times without number. 
Was the hand of Omnipotence ftretchcd f<Mth 
to help him ? It is at all times ftretched forth 
to help you. Were life and death eternal 

(0 1 Cor. IX. 27, 
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{fet b^ore tiim ; They a^c- fet htfota yoti 
Mkewife. Compare then his frartie of miiid 
with jout own* Gompare the proofs, which 
he gave, of aAing ftedifaftly under the in-^ 
fluence of divine grace^ with the proofs which 
your confcience may be able to produce, thak 
you are a<3:ing in your ftation of life In obe* 
dience to the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Examine whether, like - St. Paul, with an 
humble and penitent heart, you have dif- 
covered and acknowledged, that by the deeds 
of the law, by human works, by perfonal right* 
eouihefs no flefh'fliall be juftified in the iight 
of God. Examine whether, like him, you 
have fought for falvation folely through the 
blood of the Crofs. Examine whether, like 
him, you have looked for fanftification folely 
by the grace of Chrift : whether, like him, 
you attribute to that grace alone whatever 
meafure of holinefs you enjoy. Examine 
whether, like him, you love God and your 
Redeemer with all your fouL Examine 
whether, like him, you love your neighbour 
as yourfelf without diffimulation, with charity 
unfeigned, with a pure heart, fervently. Exa- 
mine whether, like him, you keep under your 
body, and bring it into fubjeAion. Thus may 
you be powerfully affifted in forming your 

judge- 



^6 On the Nature and l^cacy, ^c\ 

Judgement; whether as yet, like , St. Paul, 
you are under the efFedlual guidance of thtf 
Spirit, of grace ; whether you are at pre^ 
ient authorifed to hope^ that you are one 
of thofe, to whom, as unto St* Paul, the 
Lord Jelus "mil give a crown of glory at 
the laft day. ^ 
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SERMON V. 



Oh the Najturc and Efficacy of Divine 

Grace* 



z Cor. xiL 9. 

And be faid unto me^ ^^ My grace is fufficlent 
'*^for thee : for my Jlrength is made perfe£l 
^ in weaknefs.** 

npHE neceffity, and the univeriality^ of 
"^ divine grace^ the means by whidh it 
is to be obtained^ and the fruits by which its 
influence is charaderifed^ have already been 
laid before you. In purfuance^ therefore^ of 
my original defign, I proceed to demonftrate 
on fcripturat grounds the tmth of the con« 
duding leflbn^ which I dated as deducible 
from the tea^t. 

V. The grace of Chrifl is all-lufficient. 
Vol. L H ' For 
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For tUe elucidation of this general propa* 
fition, let the leading particulars which it com- 
prehends be diftinftly examined. 

I. Diviner gr^^ce is iufBctent to fupply 
ftrength to withftand temptation. 

He who is Head over all things* to his 
church/KewhO^* hath all power in cartH and 
heaven, is able to fave to the uttermoft all 
that come unto God by him. He who has 
inflrud:ed, who has Commanded^ his difciples 
to make deliverance from temptation one of 
the objeds of their daily prayer, will not dis- 
regard the petition. He will not iufFer them 
to be tempted abpMe that which tlicy ate aUe 
to endvuNs; but with the temptation: will dlib 
make a way to efcape, that they may htk rf)le 
to bear it. However attractive may be the 
aHuremeht, Ti6vvever p^ofotitid the dfeccit, 
hb wettr hi^d the obftiade, howeVei* Akfm- 
ing the dattgef, by which fin may fbiv^ to 
fedtrce or to deter you from the way that lead* 
cth trntolife';- He wholchoweth whereof We 
Sire made, ^rid' remembei-etft that we are but 
dbft, "vrlli' 'o|>eh k path- by which- y<M tntty 
turn afide from the extremity of the trials and 
that path he will give you wifdom to difcerhi 
and ftrength to purfiie. 

Are we then required, are vft authoriftd, that 
we may put to the pitoof the grace bcftowed 

upon 
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upon us, ncedlefdy;tD cxpofcrncHirfelves^ t^ 
the affaults of fin ? God foiiwAl // is 
writUn, thou Jbdlt not tempt the Lord thy 
God {a). If thoir prayeft not to be ' led int<> 
temptation, pliinge itot thyfclf into tennptation: 
Arc we to deipife temptations which we can^ 
not avoid ? God forbid ! Happy is the mak 
who fearetb always. Let him that thinketh hf 
Jiandeti), take heed left be fall{h). Are we to 
repofe, when tendptedv with indolent iecurity 
on the fcriptural covenant of fupport ? God 
finiiid! He who. has promiied to beilx>w 
food on man, requires that man fhould tillth^ 
field and reap the hanrefh Wouldft thou olx« 
tain, wouldft thou preferve, the aiiillanc^ 
of the Spirit of God ? Employ the appointed 
means* To humility, to prayer, to de- 
pendence on God through Chriil, add 
watdhfulnefs, diligence, and exertion. Then 
will he, who fendeth the former and the lat** 
tec rain upon the earth, Ihower down his all** 
icf£cient grace upon thy heart. 

But you are depreffed by fad experience of 
your inherent infirmity and corruption ! Paft 
failures and tranfgreffions crowd upon your 
remembrance; and appal you with gloomy 

. f«) Matt. iv. 7. 'p) Prw. xxYiii. 14, 1 Con x, 12. 
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forebodings as to the event of future tempta- 
tions. You are half prepared to conclude in 
the moment of defpondence, that you are by 
nature weaker than the weakeft ; that the 
promifesof the go^el will always be preached 
to you in vain. If, in manifeft contradiction 
to the unequivocal deckrations of the gofpel, 
you will not believe that its promifes extend 
to you and to all men ; if in direA oppofition 
to its [daineft comniandments, you are become 
weary of well-doing, and determined againii: 
exertion; if you will neither hold fail faith, nor 
labour after holinefs: moft truly do you af- 
firm that the word of life will in vain have 
been preached unto you. If you refufe to 
follow the ilandard of the Lord Jefus ; you 
will not be found among thofe to whom he is 
the captain of falvation. But if you reft with 
undoubting confidence on the fcriptural co^ 
venant of grace ; if in fincerity of heart you 
are truly defirous of being relcued from the 
bondage of fin, and of living henceforth as the 
fervant of righteoufnefs ; if you are ready to 
take up your crofs, to fiibmit to difciplinc, and 
to endure hardfhip as a good Ibldier of Jefiis 
Chrift: turn to the fcriptures, and behold 
them recording for your fake the fulfilment 
of their own promifes. Turn to the fcrip- 
tures, and behold them recording for your en- 
couragement. 
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couragemcnt, for your confolation, various 
examples of the power of the grace of Chrift 
made perfed in weaknefs : examples, whcriei- 
in the grace of Chrift dilplayed its fufHciency 
by transforming timidity into fortitude, and 
rendering thofe who had funk under fdrmer 
and feebler temptations, finally and ftbdfeftly 
triumphant. In an early period of our Sa- 
viour's miniftry, Nicodemus was odnvinccd 
that he was an inftru^ftor commiffionod from 
above. We know) faid he, tbat thou art a 
teacher fent from God.^ For no man, can dothefe 
miracles that thou doeji except God be with him. 
He was anixious to receive inftruAions from 
this heavenly guide; and came to requefl them. 
But how did he come? Did he come openly, m 
the face of day ; like one whofe heart, occupied 
with the concerns of falvation, was luperior 
to worldly confequences ; like one who, fu- 
premely bent on pleafing God, was indiffe- 
rent to the opinions of men ? He came like a 
man aihamed of his purpofe ; fecretly, by 
flealth, in the darknefs of night. He dreaded 
to be difcovered. He recoiled at the idea 
of being derided by his unbelieving country- 
men. He loved the praife of men more than 
the praife of God. Some time afterwards, in 
tbe courie of our Redeemer s hiilory, we 

H 3 meet 
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mcpt Nicodi^fpbS «gain,: The Phari^eos, . f c* 
folved on the d€ftrud:ion of Chrift, ha4 fent 
offi(;er& to '&|£e Jiim. Thefe emifiaries^ re- 
turning \<4(;hoijit their pr^y;v were Iharply re- 
pr!^heja(i?4 : -fey: tl^ieir emplpyers. On that oc- 
Gaii<m.tNi^o^mua ventured to enquire; JD^/^ 
our Lnjtf^ ju^e any man before it bear him^ and 
Jmcw v)bat^ be doetbCc)i And in return he 
^3^ &Qrnfully. afked: whf ]t^er he alio was of 
Galilee, wl]i6ther he j?^a8.a difciple of Jefus of 
Nazareth; an avowal to which his courage 
and finceritty were not equal. He had ap- 
parently n>g:d^ fpme fmall advances in con- 
fcientious reiblution ; but was ilill in a great 
meafure remaining; under the habitual influ- 
cffice of worldly- fear. ;When ourLprd was 
at length apprehended and condemned to be 
crucified ; Nicodemus feems to haVe been 
filent. We may be aflqred that he did not 
give his confent to the deed. We may be af- 
fured that he abhorred it. But the fcriptures 
furnifh no foundation for believing that he 
confeffed his Saviour in the hour of his dif- 
trefs; or even that he flood forward to give 
his voice againfl the fliedding of innocent 
blood. Soon however we fliall contemplate 
him with emotions very different from thofe^ 
which his pafl conduft has excited. But let 

(c) John> vii. 5 1 . 
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\is ia the mean ^tipje turn our. , attention to, , a 
perfon of a kihdred charader,. Jofeph of Ari^ 
mathca. E(e alio had been a difciple of Jeim ; 
and, Y\kt^\Qo^amx!is^eq:etiy9f^^ 
He, like Nicx)demus, was a man of .e^iinence a 
riCi& man an4 a caunfi^Uor; and, like Nicodemus, 
had not dared to encounter for Conicience-lak9 
the contempt and indignation of the people. 
But being ajuftand good man; holding flagrant 
crjjne^ )in deteflation, and fincere m his defires 
not aiQively to violate his duty as a religion^ 
man, much as he had hitherto failed as to the 
copr^eous performance of it ; he would haye 
no il^e in the perpetration of a legal murder* 
}iitiadnot confented ts tbe ccunfel and deed of 
th? Jewiih rulet3 ; cot^tenting himfelf, as ap- 
pears, probable, like Nicodemus, with teftify- 
ing his diiiapprobati^n of their proceedings by 
abfenting himfelf frprp their aflembiy. Now 
behold the faui^ifying and (Irengthening power 
of divine grace ! ^ This man on the evening of 
the day on which pur Saviour di^d^ went unto 
Pilate ; went baldljif i^ith one of the evange^ 
lifts {d)f to mark the diftereijijce between hi* 
former cowardice and the religious fortitude 
with which he was now infpired ; this maij 
went in boldly to Pilate, and rcquefted the 
body of Jefus. He who had himielf waited 

{d) Mark, xv. 43. V . • ' 
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fof the kingdom of God ; in full ^xpe<iatioil 
that it was about to be cfltabliflicd, and in dc-^ 
cided aiTurance that Jefus was the long-prc- 
did:ed King and Redeemer of Ifrael ; he who, 
with this expedition, with this aiTurance, had 
never dared, while that King' and Redeemer 
was alive, to confefshis authority and con- 
^fidc in his ptoteftion : Now, when all his 
apoftles had forfaken him and fled ; when the 
multitudes who had fo lately rent the air 
with hofannas to the Ion of David, had fuc* 
cefsftilly clamoured for his crucifixion ; when 
to human eyes his claims were difJDroved, his 
promifes falfified, and all the hopes of his 
kingdom extinguiibed by his death ; when he 
had died as a malefaAor, as a criminal accufed 
and convided of treafon againft Caefar ; when 
to fliew reverence to his memory, or even to 
mention his name with refpeft, would be a 
circumftance fuf&cient to fubjeA any man to 
the lulpicion of being an accomplice in the 
guilt imputed to the King of the Jews : this 
man, in the face of Jemfelem, went in boldly 
unto the Roman governor^ and requefted the 
body of Jelus, that he might bury it in the 
moft honourable manner, and in the fepul- 
chre which he had prepared for himfelf. In 
the difcharge of thefe laft offices, on his part 
perhaps the firft offices, of pious and undif- 

guifed 
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guifbd vcncratloti to his Lord ; he had a com* 
patiion. And whom ? Nicodemus ! Nicode* 
ihus had rcfembled Jofeph in timidity ; and 
now partook of his boldnefs. Difregarding 
all lurmifes, armed againft all confequences ; 
he came and brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about an hundred pound weight. Then 
took they the body of Jefus, and wound it in It* 
nen clothes, with thefpices, as the manner of the 
Jews is to bury {e). Whence was this forti- 
tude ? Did it belong to Jofeph and Nicodemus 
by nature ? Their antecedent conduft has 
anfwered the queftion. It was the work of 
the Spirit of God ; the fruit of ftrengthening 
grace. The Spirit of grace, which ftrength- 
ened Jofeph and Nicodemus, is ready to 
ftrengthcn you. 

Do you deiire another example ? Look to 
the apoftle Peter. You know his ihameful 
fall. You know his denial of his Lord : a 
denial deliberate, thrice repeated, confirmed 
by oaths and execrations. When reftored by 
his forgiving maflrer to the rank of an apoftlc ; 
he was forewarned of the death by which he 
Jhould glorify GodffJ. Did he now difplay a 
dread of dangef ? Did he now fhrink from 
iufFering. Did the full profped of death now 
move him ? The prayer which his Lord had 

{e) John, xkx. 39, 40. (/) John, ixi. 18, 19. 
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offered for him had prevailed. His faith 
failed not. Converted bimfelf be firen^thened 
bh bretbren {g)» He became the rock on 
whiijh Chrift laid the foundation of his church, 
both among the Jews and among the Genr 
tiles. He was entrufted with the keys of the 
Iheepfold of Chrift ; and opened the door of 
admiffion to both divisions, of the flocli^ {b). 
And though, on one iiibfequent occafion, he 
w^ enfnared by fome flight remains of natu- 
ral timidity into an undue compliance with 
the prejudices of the Jews ; and received on 
tdiat account the merited rebuke from St. 
Paul (/), whom he afterwards names with a 
warmth of . aflfe Aion probably encreafed by 
the recoUeftion of this very event {k) : he 
perfevered with holy fortitude in his Chriftian 
courfe, until it condud:ed him to that crofs, 
on which his mafter had foretold that he 
ihould feal his teftimony with his blood. Thus 
effedual was the interceffion of Chrifl:. Thus 
all*fufficient.was his grace. Chrjil now inter- 
cedes before the throne of God for you. To 
you he offers the all-iufHcient influence of his 
Spirit. Having tberefore an bigb priefi, wbicb 
can be toucbed witb t be feeling of our infirmities; 

(g) Luke> xxii. 32. (A) Compare Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 

with Aas, ii. 14— 41. and x. 1—48. . (i) Gal.ii. 11—14. 
(k) 2 Pet, iu. 15. 
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$n high Prie/i who w^s in all points temp4ad Jihtk 
as we are, yet without Jin : Jet us come bpldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obu^^ 
mercy, and Jind grace to help. in time of needl^V). . 
But th^fe, you remark, are primeval ex- 
amples, exhibited in the ji^ys of the apoftles. 
You would derive greater comfort from in- 
ilances drawn itova modern times and ordi-* 
nary men. Take an'inftance then froin thd 
Annals of ypur own country. Look tp' tjbo 
chara<%K and condu^ pf Cianmer. In the 
general cutxent of his pjpoceedings, dudng 
the reign of Henry the Eighth, you behold 
a ftruggle between a mind intent on a con- 
fcientious adherence to duty, and a di/poii- 
tion naturally charafteriied by timidity* You 
bdiold him at one time ftrengthening him- 
fclf with Aiccour fought from abov« ; and 
i):eadily purfliing his Chriftian purpofes, re- 
gardlefs of the refentment of a furious, and 
ungovernable monarch : at another, the vic- 
tim of inherent weaknels, tamely fubfervient 
to his mailer's will, overawed into culpable 
compliances. When danger, after the accef- 
fion of Mary, muftered its terrors; Cranmer 
funk in the cotiflift. Lefs fervent in feeking 
fuccour from above, in the hour of tempta- 

<0 Heb. iv. 15, l6. 
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iion he fi?ll away. He renounced his faith ! 
Again he looked to the grace of Chrift, and 
he found it all-fufficient* Behold him chained 
to the ilake^ as the wind dilperfes at intervals 
the volumes of fire and foioke in which he is 
enveloped. Behold his undaunted demean- 
our : his face full of peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, as it were the face of an angel. 
Behold him ftretching forth into the flames 
tlic hand which had figned the recantation ; 
and (urveying with a ftedfaft eye the fleih 
wafting from the finews, bone dropping away 
from bone. Hear him exclaiming with 
exulting fervor ; *' This hand offended : 
^ this hand fhall fufFer, this unworthy hand.** 
Contemplate this fpeftacle ; this infenfibility" 
to pain, this facred fortitude, this fubftantial 
repentance, this complete fubjugation of 
nature and its befetting fm : and fay whether 
this is not the triumph of grace, whether 
this is not the finger of God. 

%. The grace of Chrift is fufficient to en- 
able his fervantS'to perform eflicacioufly unto 
his glory the undertakings, with which he en- 
frufts them. 

This is the word of the Lord : Not by might 
nor by power ; but by My Spirit, faith the Lord 
of hofts. Without me, faith our Saviour, ye 
can do nothing. Herein is my Father glorified, 

that 
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' that ye bear much fruit {m). Look to the dil?- 
play which the Scriptures fpread before you 
of the perfections of God ; and you will im- 
mediately be convinced that fuch a Being 
will in no inflance require from his creatures 
any one a<% of obedience, which they are 
not thoroughly enabled to perform : and that 
no iniiiance of fervice, however difficult, can 
be required from the weakeft of his crea- 
tures, to which he cannot render that weakeft 
of his creatures equal. Look to the examples 
which the facred writings exhibit of the effi- 
cacy of, divine grace, in ftrengthening holy 
men of old to execute every undertaking, to 
which God, for the manifeftation of his 
glory, was pleafed to call them : and your 
conicience will proclaim to you that if, at 
any hour, and under any circumftances, you 
fail to difcharge the duties, trying as they 
may be, of the fituation in which the Lord 

^ who appointeth your lot ihall have placed 
you : it is not becaufe the grace of Chrift is 
not all-iufficient : it is becaufe you afk it not, 
or aflc it amifs, or refufe to employ it when 
beftowed. When Mofes was commanded 
to return after an abfence of forty years 
into Egypt, and to declared his commiffion 
to the king .and to the Ilraelites; his feeble<- 

(m) Zcch. iv. 6. John, xv. 5. 8. 
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nefs and his infif mities overwhelmed him 
lYith defpondence. Who am /, he replied, 
t^at I Jhould go unto Pharaoh ; and that 
J Jbould bring the children of Ifrael out tf 
Egypt V'O viy Lord! I am not ehquent : I am 
Jtow of'fpeech, and of a- Jlow tongue. Behold ! 
I ani of uncircumcifed lips ; and how Jball.Pha^ 
raoh hearken unto me f The children ff Ifrael 
VDill'not believe me, mr hearken unto^ m^ voice. 
What wsis the reply of the Almighty ? G?r- 
tainlyy I will be with thee. Who hath made 
mans mouth : or who maketh the dumb, or the 
deaf, or the feeing, or the blinds Have not /, 
the Lord P I will be with thy mouth, and teach 
thee what thou fhalt fay . See, I have made 
thee a God unio Pharaoh. The children of 
Ifrael fball hearken unto thy voice {n). Were 
not thefe promifes fulfilled to the uttermoft ? 
Was not God with Mofes ? Did not Pharaoh 
tremble at his prefence ? Did not the If- 
raelitcs believe him ? Were they not delivered 
from Egyptian bondage by his hand ? Addi- 
tional teftimonies crowd upon you. Look 
to the example of the apoftle, whofe words 
we are applying to our edification. Look to 
the fupport which he received from divine 
grace under that very thorn in the flefli, to 
which they allude. Hear his own expref* 

(n) Exod. iii. Xl, 12. 18. iv. 1. 10—12. Vi. 30. vH. J. 
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liotis in the varies immediately fubfequent to 
the text/ I take pleajure in infirmities for 
Chrijfs fake : for ivben I am weak, then ani'll 
frong. In nothing am I behind the very chief eft 
apofiles, though I he nothing. Truly fhefgns 
ff an apojile were wrought among you in all 
patience, in Jtgns, and wonders, and mighty 
deeds {o). Hear his language on the fame 
fnbjeA to the Galatiiarts. My temptation 
which was- in my flejb ye dif^ifed not nor re^ 
jedied: but received me as an angel" of Ood, even 
as Chrifl Je/hs. I bear you record that; ifh 
had been poJible\ ye would have plucked dirt 
your won tyes and home given them unto 
me {p). Did not the grace of Chrift hcife 
prove itfelf aH^fbfficiettt ? Did it not prove 
itfclf all-IiifHcient, when it enabled the apofr 
ties, twehre obfcure and helplefe tndividuals, 
deftitute of human attainments, of human 
ftrextgth, {6 fuccefsfuHy to preach Chriftia- 
nity, a religion equally odious to the Jews 
and to the^ Gentiles ; thaft in die face of imi- 
verfal oppofition, it fpeedily numbered thou- 
iands and tcnis of thoulands under its banners 
in almoft every region of the known world i 
Did it not prove itfclf all-fufficient, when it 
enabled the feed of the gofpel, though planted 
in a barren and degenerated foil ; thioUgH * to 

(o) 2 Cor. xii. 10—12. (/)) Gal. iv. U, 15. 
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appearance inconilderable ai a gram of muf' 
tar d feed, the f mall eft of all herbs \ fo Ipeedily 
to bring forth to millions the peaceable fruits 
of righteoufhefs : fb /peedily to aflume thcr 
form of that mighty tree whofe branches 
IhalL overfpread the earth ? Ye know m 
all your hearts^ and in all your fouls, that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God fpake concerning you. 
All are come topafs unto you : and not one thing 
hath failed thereof {q). Judge from the paft 
to the future. Know that He, who has 
hitherto proved himfelf true, will prove him- 
felf a God of truth for ever, x He offers his 
grace for your acceptance. He pronounces 
his grace all-fufficient. Be affured that, what'^ 
Joeverye do, his grace is ready to enable you 
to do it to the glory of God, that God may in 
all things be glorified through Jefus Chrift (r). 

3. The grace of Chrift is fufficient to give 
comfort under affli<ftions, and to convert 
them into means of improvement in faith 
and holinefs. 

TThont the Lord loveth, he cbqfteneth ; and 

fcourgeth every fon whom he receiyeth. It is 

good for me that I hope been qffii^ied^ Before 

J was ajfiiSted I went q/iray ; bu^t now have, J 

(j) Joftiua, ;cxiii. 14. (r) I Cor. x. 31. I Pet. iv. !!• 

kept 
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kept thy word. Tribulation worketb patience \^ 
and patience experience ; and experience hope: 
Nevertbelefs^ God comfortetb tbofe tbat are cq/{ 
dawn{s). By whom ? By the Holy Ghoft, 
the Comforter • Did not God abundantly 
Comfort in ancient days that pattern of afflic- 
tion. Job ? Did not tbe Lord accept Joby and 
give unto Job twice as mucb as be bad before P 
Did not he faniftify the affliAions of Job to 
the welfare of his foul ; teaching him by 
faldtary difcipline to abhor himfelf, and to 

. repent in duft and afhes ? And does not the 
language of St. Paul, in the bittereil: feaibn of 
his ibrrows, denionftrate that he welcomed. 
a£Stidion as a bleiling fent from a wife and 
merciful Father ; that he rejoiced in It as an 
inffarument of growth in grace? Hear him 
addreffing the elders of £{>hefus : Now, be* 
bold, I go bound in tbe fpirit unto Jerufdem \ 
not kntnving the things tbat Jhall befal me 
there : fave that tbe Hply Ghoft witneffetb in 
every city, faying that bonds and afjliGlions abide 
me. But none of thefe things move me : nei* 
ther count I my life dear unto myfelf : fo tbat t 
^ight fini/b my courfe with joy, and the mini'* 

fry which I have received of tbe Lord Jefus. 
Nay, as he adds on other occafions, in all 

is) Heb. xii. 6., Pfalcn cxix. Gj. 71. Rom. v. 3^ 4. 
2 Cor. vii. 6. 

Vol. I. I thefe 
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tbefe things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. I am filled wklk 
comfort ; / am exceeding Joyful in all our tribu^ 
lation. BleJJed he God^ even the Fathir rf our 
Lord y^fus Chrifiy the Father of mercies and 
the God of all comfort , who comforteth us in all 
our tribulation. For as the fuff'crings of Chri/l 
abound in us, fo our confolation alfo aboundetb 
by Chrifi (/). Are not here the fruits of aW- 
fufiicient grace ? SanAify then, in all your 
fufferings, the Lord God in your hearts. By 
prayer, by patience, by felf-examiaation, by 
unremitting endeavours to correA and am^nd 
in yourfelf whatever offendeth the eyes of 
yoftr heavenly Father, ftrive to forward \m 
^ciousi purpofe. So Ihall the peace of God 
which paffcth knowledge be poured by the 
Holy Ghoft the Comforter into ;^our heart* 
So ihall your light affiidlions, which are but 
for a moment, work for you a far more ex- 
cecding and eternal weight of glory ! 

4. The grace of Chrift is fufficient for fal- 
vation. 

It is the grace of God wherein ye fiand. It 
19 the grace tf God xnhich bringeth falvation. 
It is tbe Holy Spirit of G^dy fent forth by Chrifi 
"JefuSy that he may ^ abide with men for ever, 

(t) A6t6, XX. 22—24. Rom. viii. 37. 2. Cor. i. 3 — 5. 
vil. 4. 

whereby 
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ui hereby ye are fedled unto the day of re* 
defnptim{u). St. Paul felt the fufficiency of 
the grace of Chrift nnto ialvation, whett he 
cjtclaimed, on the profpeft of approacbmg 
martyrdom : / \nwo vohom I bafue belitped, 
and am perfuaded that he is able U hep that 
which I have' committed unto hitn. I h'OVi 
fingbt a goodfi^ht ; / Hmje finifbed my coUrfe \ 
I han^ kept the fafth. Henceforth there is' Md 
up fof me 'a crnon of right epiifnefs ; which tSe 
LorJl the fighteouf Judge, JhaU give me at that 
day(w).' If^ that .endurtth uhto the end 
AaM be fated : and thcf gra^e bf Chtiil tvhefeby 
y6ix rtiajr be ehabfed to endtire tfrtto the end, U 
cfFeiftuaHy placed' tvrrthrh the reach of every 
ittah.- Of the mimbers of thofe who flialf 
ftretch fof th their arms and eifiabrace it, andf 
hold it ftedfeftly tmto^falratidA, we know little. 
That IS a fecret placed beyond the veil, which* 
f^arates time from eternity; Yet have &i6 
ikirts of that Veil been lb far lifted Up by the 
hand of prophecy, as to cheer our prefeh'^ 
darknefs with gfinipfes of the more than 
mortal light which ^bws behind. The edrfb 
Jhall be filled with the Inoiwledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the fea. The kingdoms of 
this world Jhall beconte the kingdoms of our 

(u) I Pet. V. 12. Tit. ii. 11. Eph. iv. 30. (w) 2 Tiin. 
i. 12. iv. 7, 8. 

1 2; Lord 
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Lord and of bis Cbrift : and be Jball reign for 
ever and ever. Many Jball come from tbe 
Eqfl, and from tbe, Weft^ and from tbe Nortb, 
and from . tbe Soutb ; and JbaJl fit down with 
Abraham y and JfaaCy and Jacob in tbe kingdom 
of beaven (jr), That you may form Ibme 
eftimatioa of the countlefs myriads of the re- 
deemed faints^ the inheritors of everlailing 
life i contemplate the armies of beaven^ re- 
prefented as attei^dants on the triumphs of the 
Son of .God in the emblematical vifxons of 
the Apocalypfc : a great .multitude wbicb no 
l^an could nuimber , of all Mt ions y nnd kindreds, 
and people, and tongueSy Jlanding. before fbe 
throne and befqte tbe Lamh^, clothed witb white 
robes, and with, palms in their bands \ and 
crying witb a voice as tbe voice of many water Sy 
and as tbe voice of migbty tbunderings, Saha^ 
tion to our God and to thfi Lamb ! Allelujab ! 
por tbe Lord God omnipotent r eigne tb (y). 
Here behold the fufjiciency of the griace of 
Chrift unto falvation ! How were all thefe 
countlefs myriads faved ? Not an individual 
of the number was faved but by the grace of 
Chrift, Do you rejoice in the contemplation 
of the innumerable hofts of the blefled ? 
Rejoice with trembling. Innumerable as 

(x) Ifaiab^ si. 9. Habbak. ii. 14. Kev. xi. 15. Matth. 
viii. 11. Luke, xiii. 28, 29. ( y) Rev. vii^^Q. xix. 6. 14. ^ 

they 
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they are, the earth, from the generations 
which flie has hitherto nouriflied in hct bo- 
fbm ; from that which fee now riouriflics ; 
from thofe whieh in diite fucdeffion fee feall 
tiourife, before the dawning of' the great day 
of the Lord ; can fupply thcfe^ and yet larget 
multitudes to be inhabitants of heaven, with- 
out including you. She can fupply thefe and 
yet larger multitudes t6 the regions of blifi 
eternal ; and ftill may behold from among her 
children multitudes equally exceeding the 
power of computation coniigned to mifcry 
cverlafting. In which of thefe multitudes 
feall you be found ? One faft is incontro^ 
vertible. No unclean per/on, nor covetbus man; 
nor arty man who is a murderer^ or a thief or 
a liar, or a drunkard, or a reviler, cr an ex^ 
torfioner, or a reveller, or feditious, or guilty 
of berefy, or of variance, or of hatred, or of 
flrife, or of emulations, or of envyings, or of 
any futh crimes, of any other habitual fin, 
Jball inherit the kingdom of God{z). If you 
live as one of the unrighteous ; if you fi^lfil 
the wprks of the fejh ; if you fybjed yourfelf 
to the dominion of any unchriftian temper 
or practice ; . you will have no inheritance in 
the kingdom of Chri/l and of God. But the 

(z) Eph. V. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 9, W Gal. v. W— 21. Rev. 
xxi. 8. xxii. 15. V "^ 

I 3 grace 
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grace of QhriStp which has already proircd it^ 
f^lf fu^cienjt ^q the falvation of millions of 
your fcUow^fiwers, i? fufficient, if ypu will 
fcjpk for ^t and profit jby . it^ for yours. Then 
wiU it qnalijfy ypu to bring fofth the fruits of 
the Spirit ; ;^d to prove that you are Qhrifl's, 
by crucifyipg ^p ^ih lyith its afiedions and 
hifts. Thpn IhalJ it fanAify you unto the day 
pf redemption; unto that day when you 
fliall join in the triumpbaut ^ng of the ten 
thoufand times ten tboufands and tboufands- of 
tboufands of the fpirits of juft men made per« 
fe6); : Ble/Jing, and honour, and glory ^ and 
power be unto him. tbat Jittetb upon the throne^ 
and unto tbe Lamb, for ever and ever I Fop 
thou wqfljlain ; and bqfi redeemed us to God by 
thy blood (^a). 

Let me now endeavour to apply to two 
clafles of perfbns of oppofite defcriptions^ 
ibme portion of the inilruAion^ which the 
general fiibje^l of the prefent and of the two 
preceding difcourfes may fuggefl, 

L I would in the firft place addrefs myfelf 
to thoft perfbns, who have hitherto negled:ed 
or defpifcd the grace of God. 

Are your eyes open to your fituation ? 
What is the objed which you negleft or 

(a) Rev. V. 9. 11. 13. 

dcfpife ? 
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deipife ? Is it an objeft of no importance ? Is 
it an objcft of little moment ? Is it an objeA 
of temporary concern ? It is the grace of God 
indiipenfably neceffary, by your own confef- 
fion indifpenfably neccifary, * to everiafting 
falvation. It is an objed: fo pre-eminent in 
magnitude and in duration, tbat every other 
objeiS which can intcreft the heart of man is 
in comparifon but the weight of a grain of 
duft, the occupation of a moment. This grace 
of God you negle<fl or deipife. 

That you ihould difregard the acquifition 
of a bleffing thus inconceivably great w^ithout 
reafons of the ilrongeft nature, would be 
madnefs almoft beyond credibility. Perhaps 
then you regard the attainment of it as hope- 
lefs. Perhaps you have difcovered in the 
charter of grace Ibme claufe of exception, 
which iingles you out from the reft of your 
species ; fevers and fixes you apart from the 
obje($s of mercy ; and debars you from the- 
pofCbility of receiving the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, by which you may be fandified unto 
life eternal I You do not plead this apology. 
You confefs that your heavenly' Father has 
ever treated you, and ftill treats you, as one 
of his children: that the offer of divine grace 
is univerfal : that to you is the word of this 
falvation fent : that to you it has been given 

I 4 to 
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to hear the invitation, and to utiderftand the 
promife, of the Holy Spirit : that, whatever 
may have been the caufes which have pre- 
vented you from obeying the call and accept- 
ing the boon, want of power has not been of 
the number. 

But perhaps you imagine that efforts otl 
your part are to have no Ihare in the attain** 
ment of the grace of Chrift : that your ex- 
ertions would be either prefumptuous, or ufe- 
lefs, or needlefs : that it is your duty to wait 
in patient inactivity unto the time when it 
may pleafe God, who worketh all in all, to 
vouchfafe to you the gift of his Holy Spirit; 
Thefe are not your thoughts. You have not 
thus grofsly milimderftood the fcriptures. You 
confeis that, although it be God that worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good plea- 
fure ; you feel yourfelves no lefs efficacioufly 
free, no lefs truly moral agents in the ac- 
quifition of divine grace than you are in the 
acquilition of any of the gifts of God which 
you are to colleA from the bofom of the 
earth. You confefs that Jelus Chrift, who 
commands that his grace be fought by the 
ufe of means ; has not left you either igno- 
rant of the means, or incapable of employing 
them. You confefs that prayer, animated by 
fuitable diipofitions and urged with due per- 
feverance, is a necclTary and certain inflni- 

ment 
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Went by -which the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in abundance proportioned to our need 
is to be drawn down from heaven : and that 
a xevereht and edifying application of grace 
already received is an indifpenfable condition, 
not of its increafe only, but of its continuance. 
Perhaps then you may be doubtful, for 
there is fcarcely any meafure of felf-decep- 
tion too large to find admiffion into the hu- 
man heart, whether you may not already be 
under the effetftual guidance of the Spirit of 
God. You may be of opinion that there 
are not any unequivocal marks, by which his 
prefence may be afcertained ; nor any tokens, 
which are infallible indications of his abfence. 
Yet afluredly I have again failed to fpecify 
the caufes of yoiir difregard. What is the 
language of your fectet thoughts, but an ac- 
knowledgement that the fplendor of noon 
and the blacknefs of midnight are not re- 
moved, each from the other, by a diftance 
more wide, by charafters more ftriking, than 
thofe which feparate and difcriminate the 
works of the flefh from the fruits of the Spi- 
rit ? What is their language but an acknow- 
ledgement that you deteft within your bofom 
proofs too plain to be controverted that it is 
the habitation of worldly lufts, not the Tem- 
ple 
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pic of the Holy Ghoft; that you have not 
the Spirit of Chrift, and are therefore none of 
his? 

It is pollible, however, that you may diA 
truft the fufficiency of the grace of Chrift. 
Yo\x may have become perfuaded, that to a 
being by nature ib unholy, by tranigrellion 
fb depraved as yourfdf ; to fuch a being en- 
compared by the fnares, and affailcd by th^ 
malignity, of the powers of darkneis, the 
divine affiftance is granted in vain. But 
your hearts recoil from this liippofition. You 
*\ believe in the Holy Ghoft, the Lord and 
*' Giver of life.'* You believe in the om* 
nipotence of God, You do not exalt Satan 
to the Ibvereignty of the univerfe. You are 
convinced that he whom God blefleth i$ 
bleiTed ; that he whom God affifteth muft be 
vidlorious : that he who taketh to himfelf the 
whole armour of God, the breaft-plate of 
righteoufnefs, the fhicld of faith, the fword 
of the fpirit, will be able to withftand all the 
wiles of the devil, to quench all his fiery darts, 
and to lay hold in the ftrength of divine 
grace on the crown of everlafting falvation* 
What then am I to conclude ? For what caufe, 
unhappy vidim of delufion, difregardeft or 
^efpifeft thou the riches of the grace of 

Chrift ? 
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Chrifl: ? If thou art unable or unwilling to 
anfwer the queftion; I read the true reply 
in the word of God : ^fur thy hardnefs 
and impenitent heart thou treafu^rtfl; up unto thy* 
f elf wrath againft the day of wrath. Thy neg- 
Ie<ft, thy contempt, of divine grace fprings 
from hardnefs of heart, from ftubborn reluc- 
tance to repent. Hence thou art infenfible 
to danger, carelels as to confequences. Tht 
God of this world has bJinded thy mind. In the 
centre of the fulnefs of the light of the goipel, 
thou haft hitherto lived in wilful darknefs* 
Surrounded with all the bleffings of Chriftian 
inftrudion, all the benefits and encourage- 
ments of Chriftian communion ; thou haft 
hitherto diiplayed the ignorance or the indif- 
ference of a heathen. Stationed on the verge 
of a boundlefs eternity, into which thou muft 
ihortly pafs ; elevated on an eminence, whence 
thou mayeft behold the regions of everlafting 
blifs, and the abodes of never-ending woe ; 
thou haft conduced thyfelf as though the 
profped: were an airy vifion, as though death 
were a perpetual lleep. Year after year the 
Spirit of God has ftretched forth his hand 
to pluck thee as a brand out of the burning ; 
but thine hand thou haft obftinately with- 
drawn. His hand is ftretched out ftilL Doft 
thou ftill withdraw thine } Repentance is not 
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yet too late even for thee. Doft thou ftill 
refiife the grace of repentance ? From the 
throne of heaven God calls thee to himfelf; 
To-day, if thou wilt hear his voice, harden 
not thy heart. The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft invite thee to pardon, redemption, 
fanftification. They invite thee to falvation ! 
they pledge the promife of the unchangeable 
Godhead to give thee ftrength, if even yet 
thou wilt accept ftrength, to attain falvation. 
To prefer perdition is within thy choice. Doft 
thou choofe hell or heaven ? 

2. To thofe among you who hive laboured 
to obtain the grace of Chrift, and to apply to 
its proper objeft the ftrength which is grant- 
ed from above, meditations on the nature and 
the efficacy of the promifed gift of the Spirit 
of God arf perhaps not lefs important than 
to the carelefs or the hardened finner. You 
may not need, like the carelefs andthehardened, 
continually to be reminded that the guidance 
and fupport of the Holy Ghoft, purchafed 
by the atoning facrifice of the Lord Jeftis, 
are efTcntial to falvation, are freely offered to 
all men, are placed within the grafp of every 
man: for you have fought them, you ftill 
feek them, as necefTary to you, as propofed 
to you, as attainable by you. You may not 
equally with the inconfiderate and the fcomer 

require 
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require to. be admoniihed that divine grace is 
to be drawn down by prayer ; to be difcemed 
by its fruits ; to be cherifhed as all-fufiicient : 
fcr to prayer you have trufted for the acquifi- 
tion of it; its fruits are> in a meafure more 
or lefs ample, vifible in your lives ; its fuffi- 
ciency to prefent peace , and final falvatioij is 
the fheet-anchor ,of yoiu fouls. But are not 
you the children of Adam ? Are not you com- 
{^iTed with infirmity ? Are not you afifailedf 
day after day, by inherent corruption ? Are 
not you perpetually under the eye of that ad- 
verfary, who goeth about like a roaring lion 
ieeking whom he may devour ? Do not omif- - 
iions of knqwix duty, do not tranfgre0ic»)s pf 
acknowledged' commandments, unc^aiingiy 
arifo before yout confciences ; covering you 
with fhame, teaching you that of yourfelves 
you are nothing,* conftraining you to admire 
the long-iufFcring of God ? Do not you read in 
the word of truth : When, the righteous turneth 
moay from his right eoufnefs^ and commit teth ini" 
quity ;. in his Jin that, he hath,Jinned he Jhall 
die [V)^ Do not you hear the voice of your 
Lord : The branch cannot hear fruit except it 
abide in the vine : no more can ye, except ye 
0bide in me. If a man abide not in me^ he it 
cafi forth as a branch that is withered \ as a 

(h) £zek. xviii. 24« See alfo 26 j and xxxiii. 12> 13. 18. 
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branch that is to be caft into thejire {c) ? What 
16 the conclirfion to be deduced from therfc 
paffages ? A concltifion fupported bj^ rnany 
pofitive texts no left than by the decidetf fe- 
nor of holy writ; that grace received may 
be krfl : that grace abufed will be withdrawn i 
that a man may fall from grace : that thd 
moft righteous man may phitige himfelf iiito 
cvcrlafting damnation. Is thy name written 
in the book of life f Be it fa. Beware Icfl 
it be blotted out (d). Be not high'^minded 
therefore, but fiar. Behold with afloniihmeht 
and gratitude the goodnefs of God in making 
thee a partaker of hisr grace: towards thee, 
goodne/s. Goodnefe that (hall enfttre to tht^ 
Salvation ? On one condition — if thou continue 
in his goodnefs : othervo\fe thou alfo Jhalt he 
cutoffie). 

Grieve not then the Holy Spirit of God, 
ye who at prefent ftand faft in grace : provoke 
not your Saviour to take his Holy Spirit 
from you. Abide in your Lord ; and he wtl! 
abide in you. Continue branches of the true 
vine : and you Ihall receive abtmtlant nurture. 
Perfevere in prayer : flee from temptation : 
abftain from all appearance of evil. Ex- 
amine your life and converfation by the ftan- 

(c) John, XV. 4. 6. (i) Rev. iii, 5. {(t) Rom. xi. 20. 22. 
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dard of the gofpel. Probe your heart to the 
bottom. Compare your prefent ftate with 
your ftate at antecedent periods. Learn 
whether you grew in grace; whether you 
make a viiible -advance^ a regular progrefs^ in 
the courfe of Chriftian attainments. If you 
find yourfelf now on the fame Ipot, at 
which you had long fince arrived : where 
in the mean time has been your exer-« 
ticto ? Where has been your folicitude ^ 
Where your remembrance "of God ? Where 
your love for your Redeemer I Where 
your reverence for the Spirit of faiiAifica- 
tion? However fait may be the bloffom, 
however fwomtfing the earjy fruit : if that 
fruit, unrefponfive to ihdwers amd dews and 
fummer-funs, advance not towards maturity ; 
it proves itfelf to be the produftion of a 
withering branchy a branch in danger of being 
cut off and caft into the fire. But if it be 
indeed undeniable that you have ceafed to 
prefs forward towards the mark of your high 
calling in Chrift Jefus : do you flatter your- 
felf with the hope that you have remained 
ftationary ? On the abrupt and flippery af- 
cent which leads from earth to heaven, do 
you hope that, while you have remitted your 
exertions to climb the fteep, you have pre- 

ferved 
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ferved yourfclf from Aiding backward ? The 
lofs of the fruits of many former, many labo- 
rious efforts, is, I fear,, only one among the 
deprivations and difadvantages which you 
have to deplore. You have returned towards 
the world which you had forfaken. You have 
habituated yourfelf to floth and unconcern* 
You have lupplicd encou;ageiEient to your 
^ijritual enemies. You have mamfefl^ed in- 
difference towards the fpirit of grace. Be 
watchful then^ and Jirengthen the things which 
remains that are ready to die. Remember how 
thoii hq/i received J and heard: and hold fafi^ 
qnd repent. Remember from whence thou art 
fallen ; and repent^ and do thy firfi works: and 
I will not blot out thy name, faith thy Lordi 
out of the book of life (fj. 

{/) Rev. li. 5. iii. 2, 3. 5.- 
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D» the Marks which diftinguilh a real 

Chrifti^n. . 



Gal. v. 34r 

Tbey that are Chri/fs have crucified the fiejk^ 
with the affeSliom and luji$. 

TTNCERTAINTY is the charaaeriftic of 
*^ earthly purluits. All is vague, ambiguous, 
iniibcure, tranfitory, unfatisfadory. Th? Ipwer 
know3 not whether harveft will rejvard hi? 
labours. The merchant cannot pronounce 
whether his veffel Tvill return with th? px^ 
pedied cargo. The mapQer, gazing pn th^ 
Wue vapours of the horizon, doubt? whether 
the objeft to whijch he directs his j:ourfe be 
a mountain or a cloud* Man waJketh in a 
vain Jbadifyo ; and dif^uieteth him/elf in vain. 

VpL. I K Np$ 
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Not fo with relpeft to the concerns of eter- 
nity. There every thing is determinate and 
immutable. Heaven and Hell ftand revealed 
before man. The rewards provided for the 
fervants of Chrift, the punilhments in ftorc 
for thofe who difregard his offers of mercy, 
are eftablifhed for everlafting in the word of 
truth ; are fo clearly difplayed, that he who 
runneth may read and underftand. Their 
voice is gone out into all lands; and their 
found unto the ends of the world. Is ad- 
ditional illumination needed? The golpel 
fiipplies it. To enlighten the blind ; to ihame 
the felf-deceiver ; to cheer the righteous on 
nis way ; to awe the guilty into contrition ; 
the faithful and the wicked are difcriminited 
by marks, which ignorance cannot miilake 
nor craftinefs elude. 

In various paflages of Scripture tho/e 
perlbns in all countries to whom the 
Chriftian religion has been preached, for at 
prefent it is unneceflary to Ipeak of heathen 
nations, are divided into two claffes : into 
thofe that are Chrift's, and thofe that are not 
Chrift's. Thefe two bodies of men are alio 
delineated under other reprefentations, which 
bear the fame import with the preceding de- 
fcription. Thus thole that are Chrift's are 

occa* 
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occaiionally charaAerifed as born of tho 
Spirit ; walking in the Spirit ; the children of 
God ; the eleft of God ; the doers of the 
law; the heirs of the kingdom of heaven, 
Thofe that are not Chrift's are defcribed as 
walking in the flelh; fulfilling the lufts of 
the flefh; the children of this world; the 
unfruitful hearers of the law ; the fer- 
vants of Satan ; the heirs of damnation. 
All of us who are here aifembledy belong to 
the one or to the other, of thefe two divifions 
of the human race. We are Chrifl*s ; or wc 
are not Chriil's. If we are Chrifl's, and if 
through the blefTed influence of the Holy Spirit, 
which will afTuredly attend eamefl prayers 
and zealous exertions on our own part, we 
continue Chrifl's unto the end; we ihall 
be received after death into the kingdom of 
heaven, through the atoning blood of our 
Redeemer. If we are not Chrifl's, and re- 
main in that fituation till we die ; we have 
to look, as the Scriptures unequivocally de-^ 
clare, for that place only, where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is never quenched. 

If this flatement be jufl ; furely every per- 
ion prefent, who has any ferious concern fogr 
his foul, muft feel how inexiprelfibly impor- 
tant it is to fati$fy himfelf whether, in bis 
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exifling ftate of heart and life^ he is Chriil*s^ 
or not. . 

This is a queftion which God expefts you 
to anfwer, every one for himfelf. There is 
only one method by which you can learn a true 
anfwer to it. Some perlbns enthufiaftically 
conceive that they can difcem by certain in- 
ward fenfations and impulfes, which they at- 
tribute to the immediate agency of the Holy 
Ghoft upon their minds, that they are Chrift's* 
Others are willing to conclude that they are 
Chrift*s, becauie they have been baptized into 
his church ; attend public worlhip and the la- 
craments with tolerable regularity ; and lead, 
according to their own eftimation and tho 
general opinion of the world, decently good 
lives. Others perfiiade themfelves that Chrift 
will acknowledge them at laft for his, becaufe 
he is very merciful ; and becaufe, unholy as 
they have been, they are fatisfied that liir- 
rounding multitudes have been as unholy as 
themfelves. All thefe modes of judging are 
fatal delufions. What is the true method? 
To the Jaw and ta the te/iifitanjy. Search the 
Scriptures. They contain ample defcriptions 
of the perfons who are Chrifl's. If, on 
deeply examining your heart and condu<^ 
gs^ in the prefence of God, you difcover ade-» 

quate 
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qttate grounds for belief that thofe dcfcrip- 
tions my be applied to yourfelf ; you have 
reason humbly to truft that you arc Chrift's^ 
If you perceive that they cannot fairly be ap- 
plied to yourfelf; conclude that at prefent you 
are not Chrift's. 

Search then the Scriptures for the anfwer 
to your queftion. Among the many paf- 
fages relating to the fubjeft, perhaps there id 
not one from which you may coUeft the true 
reply more eafily than from the verfe imme- 
diately under our confideration. Tb^ that 
are Cbriji's bave crucified tbe Jlejh, witb tbe 
aff^eSiions and lufts. And confequ^ntly, they 
who have not crucified the flefli with the af- 
fedions and lufts, are not Chrift's. Brethren, 
every one of you may judge of his own ftate 
for himfelf. 

Tbe lave ofCbrifi^ faith the apoftle on an* 
other occafiotif conjirainetb u$ : hecaufe we 
tbus judge, tbat if one died for all, tben were all 
dead: we judge that if Chrift died for all 
men, it is a proof that but for his death all 
men would have fallen fhort of pardon and 
eternal life : and he died for all, tbat tbey wbicb 
Ihe, Jhould not bencefortb live unto tbemfehes^ 
hut unto bim wbo died for tbem and rofe 
again {a\ This living unto Chrift he deno- 

(a) 2 Cor. v. 14> 15. 
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minates in the text crucifying the flelh with the 
. affbi^ions and luib. This I fay, then, as he 
writes in an earlier part of the chapter ; Walk 
in the Spirit, and ye JbalJ not fulfil the lufit 
ofthejlejb. For thejlejb lujletb againji the Spi- 
rit, and the Spirit againJl the Jiejb : and theft 
are contrary the one to the other. Having ftib- 
joined a copious catalogue of deeds of iniquity 
which he terms the works oftheflefb ; the work* 
to which omr corrupt and flelhly nature of it- 
felf would draw us ; and concerning which he 
pronounces that they, who do llich things, Ihall 
not inherit the kingdom of God : he enume- 
rates lundry Chriftian virtues as among the 
fruits of the Spirit ; as contrary to our natu- 
rally finful dilpofitions, and as created, nurtur- 
ed and ripened in us only by the influence of 
the Spirit of God : for it is God that worketh 
in us both to will and to do that which is right; 
and he worketh by the agency of the Holy 
Ghoft. And in order to qualify every perfon 
to examine and judge for himfelf whether he 
is living to the Spirit and to Chrift, and is there- 
fore authorifed to hope for mercy and falva- 
tion ; or whether he is living to the flefh, and 
is therefore ftill lying in a ftate of condemna- 
tion ; St. Paul concludes with this Ihort and 
explicit rule : They that are Chrift' s have 

cruci^ 
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cruqified the Jlejb with the affeSilons and 
Iti/is. 

Let me now endeavour to affift you in 
judging whether you are living to Chrift, or 
to the flefti, by fetting before you fome of the 
icriptural teils, which diftinguifti from a cor^- 
nipt and unregenerate world thofe who be* 
long to the Lord Jefus. 

I. To crucify the flelh with its afFedions 
and lufts, is, in the firft place, to make it the 
buiinefs of life to overcome, through the ever 
prefent grace of God, the evU difpofitions 
and defires of human nature ; and to abflain 
from the evil aftions to which thofe difpofi- 
tions and defires would lead. And on what 
principle are you thus to crucify the flelh ? 
You are to crucify it for the fake of Jefus 
Chrift. You are to abhor and renounce fin 
becaufe it was the occafion of his fufFerings. 
From love and gratitude to your Redeemer 
for the imfpeakable kindnefs which he has 
fhewn towards yourfelf, you are to for fake 
whatever is difpleafing in his fight. He died 
for you: and you are to live unto him. If 
you will not live unto him in this world, yo^ 
will not be received into his kingdom in the 
next. Thefe are fundamental truths which ^ 

K 4 the 
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the Scriptures teach ydti {)lamly, and before 
hand. You are here placed^ in this refpe^, 
tipon your trial ; with your underflatidings 
previoufly informed, with your eyes open to 
inevitable confequences. Confider then well, 
each of you for yourfelf Are you living to 
Chrifl- ? If you wilfully indulge yourfelf in 
any wicked principles, in any wicked habit ; 
you certainly are not living Unto him. If 
you are polluted with atiy iinpure praiftice ;, 
you are not living unto Chrift, but unto the 
flelh and the devil. If your heart fwells with 
hatred, or contrafts with envy ; you are not 
living unto Chrift. If you are proud ; or co* 
vetous ; or a drunkatd ; or a reveller : you 
are not living unto Chrift. ' Caft your eyes on 
forat of the verfes preceding the text : and 
you will read, if your charader be found ' 
among thofe which I have fpecified, an exprefs 
declaration concerning yourielf, that you 
fliall not inherit the kingdom of God. De- 
ceive not yourfelf by irrelevant {peculations* 
Say not within yo\;r bofom ; ^' If this be the 
'^ cafe, how few will be faved !'* That is not 
your concern. The point which is impor- 
tant to you is this : that God has folemnly 
pronounced, that neither the unclean perfbn, 
nor the envious, nor he who cherilhes hatred 

or 
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t>f fepks for revenge, « nor the drunkard, nor 
the flanderer, nor the proud, nor the 
contentious, nor the covetous, nor any 
man who will not labour ftcdfaftly to live 
uiito Chrift, Ihall enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven. Will not you credit the word of 
your Judge ? Do you charge the God of truth 
with falfehood ? Hath he fpoken and ihall he 
not do it ? Hath he faid it, and ihall he not 
make it good ? beware leil you be convinced 
wheti it is to late. If you are living in any 
habitual iin ; coniider yourfelf as a peribn 
ftill lying under the curfe of the law, under 
the fentence of condemnation. Attempt not 
to elude the denunciations of God by dange* 
rous and groundlefs hopes that he will be 
merciful in cafes, with refpeft to which he 
has forewarned you, and has forewarned you 
in terms as plain as language can furniih, that 
he will not ihew mercy, but will allow his 
juilice to puriiic its courfe. Know that his 
thieatenings will be fully executed againil 
yourfelf; unlefs you iubmit to thofe means, 
through which alone mercy is held forth to you, 
and become inveiled with thofe qualifications, 
by which alone you can be rendered meet to 
receive it. O Lord our God ! Thou art un- 
ipeakably merciful ; otherwiie no man would 
fee falvation. From the cloyd in which thou 

paiTcdil 
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paCedfi: before Mofes, thou proclaimcdfi: thy 
naine to be merciful. Thou proclaimedft thy* 
fclf. The Lordy the Lord God, merciful and gra^ 
ciouSy longfufferingy abundant in goodnefs and 
truth ; keeping mercy ; forgiving iniquity, tranf^ 
grejjion and Jin. But thou proclaimedft thy- 
felf alfb to be a God that will by no means clear 
the guilty {b). Thou wilt not fhew mercy in 
a way which would contradift thy own word. 
Thou wilt not Ihew mercy in a way which 
would minifter encourgement to fin. Thou 
wilt not Ihew mercy to thofe who remain ob- 
ftinate in careleflhefs and tranfgreffion. Thou 
wilt Ihew abundant mercy to the repentant 
fmner ; none to the perfevering finner. My 
brethren ! Would you obtain mercy ? Seek 
it in the way, the only way, in which it is to 
be obtained. Become confcious of your need 
of mercy ; confcious of your guilt and of 
your helpleffnefs. Fly to the atonement 
which Chrift has made upon the crols. Pray 
conftantly and fervently for his grace : and 
under the influence of his grace make it your 
firft care and your warmeft defire that your 
heart be purified, that it be turned from 
darknels to light, and from the pbwer of Sa- 
tan unto God. Renounce every finful tem- 
per, every finful practice, however dear it may 

{h) Exod. xxxiy. 5 — J, 

be 
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be to you. If to renounce it be a trial as dif-* 
£cult and painful as to part with a right hand 
or a right eye ; you muft either relinquifli it, 
or relinquifli your hopes of heaven. You muft 
make your choice. Do you helitate to come 
to a decifion ? Transform mountains into val- 
lies, the fea into dry land : remove the eaft to 
the weft : reconcile darknefs with light : and 
then dream of enjoying guilty pleafures in this 
life> and happinefs in the life to come. 

IL Have you therefore relblved, through 
the grace of God, to renounce the indulgence 
of iinful inclinations and pra6lices ? Have 
you thus taken the firft ftep towards living 
utito Chrift ? What then is the fecond ? Ceafe 
to do evil : faith the prophet. What is his 
next injunAion ? Learn to do well. 

In addition to the crowds who abandon 
themfelves to flagrant immorality, there arc 
numbers who pafs through life with fo fcanty 
a portion of aAive concern about religion; 
are fo far from proving the care of their fouls 
to be their main objed; ; and fall fo far 
fliort in tempers and in praftice of the fcrip- 
tural rule of living unto Chrift; that they 
muft reafonably expe<9:, if they continue in 
their prefent ftate, to fall fliort of falvation* 
In the world, which forms its judgement by 

its 
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its own ftandard ; not by the trae flandKrd^ 
the word of God ; they fupport what is term* 
cd, a very rcfpe<ftable charafter. They arc, 
on the whole, pund:ual and honeft in their 
dealings ; grave and decent in their manners ; 
not apt, under ordinary circumftances, toufc 
profane language, or to fly out into pailions 
and quarrels ; generally prefent, once at leaft 
on the Sabbath, in the public worfliip of God ; 
and attendants perhaps, more or lefs frequent- 
ly, on the facramental table. Poffibly you 
enquire, " Are not all thefe things right Y* 
That is not exadly the queftion which yott 
Ihould propofe. The true queftion is ; Sup- 
poiing this condu6l> as far as it advances, to; 
be right ; is it fufficient ? Is it living unto 
Chrift in fuch a manner as the Scriptures de- 
clare to be neceflary to lalvation ? Now, in 
iiiggefting this enquiry, far be it from me 
to encourage any of you cenforioufly to 
pry into the character of others. But moft 
oarneftly let me importune each of you tho* 
roughly to examine his own ; that he may 
difcover whether it has been exhibited in the 
preceding pifture. To the queftion, then, 
whether the condudl which has been defcribed 
be not right as far as it advances ; the Scrip- 
tures reply, that it is right, if it has originated 
from right principles, from Chriftian motives. 

If 
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If you have been temperate only for the fake 
of preferring your health ; if you have been 
decent in your converfation, grave in your 
deportment^ honeft and quiet in your deal- 
ings, and regular in prefenting yourfelves in 
the houfe or at the table of the Lord ; only 
for the fake of your reputation, or for Ibme 
other felfifh and worldly reafon : there , has 
been nothing in all thefe things of living unto 
Chrift. But let us make a more favourable 
fuppofition. Be it admitted that your con- 
duct has flowed in fome degree from the love 
of Chrift. I cannot fuppofe, if you belong to 
the claifs of which I now fpeak, that it has. 
flowed principally from the love of Chrift. 
Had that been your principle motive ; it would 
have given birth to far other fruits. But 
your condu<ft flowed, in part, from love to 
Chrift. Poor and deficient indeed, has been 
your love for the Lord Jefus ; if you have 
been latisfied with manifefting it by fuch 
feeble tokens. And poor and deficient is your 
knowledge of your Bible ; if you think that 
vou (hew that love of Chrift, which the 
Bible requires of every true Chriftian ! What 
iaith the old Teftament ? Thou Jhalt l&vg 
the Lord thy God with all thine- heart, and 
with all thy foul, and with all thy tnight (t). 

(c) Peut vL 5. 

What 
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What faith the New ? Ye are not to IroV unto 
your/ehes; but unto Chrifi who died fit you. 
Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God i that 
God may in all things be glorijied through 
Chrifi Jefus (d). Interpret by thefe cpmpre-* 
henfive yet moft perlpicii6us explanations 
the import of the diredlion. Learn to do 
well. Behold what it is to keep the heart 
with all diligence ! Behold what it is to 
be holy in all manner of converfation and 
godlincfs ! Behold what it is to love jspur 
neighbour as yourfelf ! Behold what it.;. is 
to keep under your body, and bring it idflo 
fubjeftion ! Behold a taik which demand^ 
fervent zeal, affedionate gratitude, unabating 
vigilance, unwearied exertion. At home and 
abroad to be aftively employed in doing good; 
to vifit the fatherlefs and the widow in their 
afflidlion ; to withftand corrupting example, 
and keep yourfelves unfpotted from the world ; 
to adorn day by day with encrealing holinels 
the doiftrine of God our Saviour in all things ; 
to let our light fliine before men for the very 
purpofe of leading them to glorify our Father 
who is in heaven ; to labour to be holy bc- 
caufe our Lord is holy, pure becaufe he re- 
quireth purity, juft and true and merciful be* 

(d) 1 Cor. X. 31. 2 Cor. v. 15. 1 PeU iv. lU 
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cauft he lovcth juftice and truth and nicrcy ; 
this % is to learn to do well^ this it is to 
have Ae grace of God, this it is to live unto 
Chrift,' this it is to crucify the flelh with the 
aiFedik>ns and lufls. 

III. The charafteriftics which have hitherto 
been propoied as tefts, by which you may be 
alillbed in forming a judgement whether at 
present you belong to Chrift, have principally 
b^lfen deduced from your proceedings as to Xho^ 
jgOvemment of unhallowed inclinations and 
dtiires, and from your tempers and conduA 
4s exercifed towards man. Not that the 
s*" frame of your heart towards God has been 
thrown into the back-ground. Love to God 
through Chrift has been afliimed as the bails of 
felf-govemment and of love to man. From 
that root muft ipring every ramification of 
xiuty . From that fountain of living waters 
•every Chriflian grace muft derive never-ceaf- 
ing fupplies. The difpofition, however, of 
your foul as to fubjeds more immediately 
and clofely fpiritual than thofe which have 
been fpecified is the leaft dubitable of all 
the tokens, to which you can refort for infight 
into your a^al ftate. Place then before 
your eyes the divine plan of Salvation. Con- 
template 
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template its nature. Behold it reprefeoting 
itfelf as in every point a lyftcm of free and un^ 
merited mercy. Behold it cafting down the 
pride of man : cxtinguifliing his vaunted pre- 
teniions : exadllng^ the unqualified renunciair 
tion of his imaginary righteoufnefs : fiim- 
moning him to fall proflrate as a condeihiied 
criminal at the foot of the crols : and cout 
{training him to exclaim in the anguifli of con- 
icious guilt; " Lord! I look for deliverance 
from everlafling puniihment^ and for •4- 
miflion into thy eternal kingdom^ fol«|j 
becaufe thou waft ilain that thou might^JB: 
" redeem me unto God by thy blood. Lord I 
'^ I look forward in hope of being enabled to 
will and to do that which is well-pleafing Iq 
thy fight, to conquer myfelf, to fliun or to 
repel the fiery darts of Satan, folely becaui^ 
thy grace is made perfeft in weaknefs." 1$ 
this plan of falvation, thus humiliating to bus- 
man arrogance, thus declaratory of man's ut- 
ter debility and corruption, acceptable to yoiji ? 
Do you receive it not merely with acquici^ 
cence, but with complacency, with delight? 
Is Cbrift crucified^ to multitudes on the one 
hand a Jiumbling-block, to multitudes on the 
other, fooliflmefs, to you the Power of God, 
and the wjfdpm of God [e) P Are you cbcer^ 

(f ) 1 Cor, i, 23, 24, 

fully 
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fully willing to be abafed ; in order that Chrift^ 
in his chara6ler as Saviour, may be exalted ? 
Are you cheerfully willing that your help- 
leflheis and your fin fliould ftand fully re-* 
vaalcd ; in order that the ftupendous mercies 
of your redemption and your fanAification 
may wholly and completely redound to the 
glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft ? 

Confider likewife what is the frame of 
yaur foul with regard to communion with 
God> and meditation on things eternal. Does 
the current of your thoughts, when, un- 
checked by impediments, it fele6ls a courfe for 
itfelf, flow towards God and your Redeemer? 
Is the hour of prayer a burden to you, or a 
comfort ? In the hurry of bufinei^, in the in- 
tercourfe of Ibciety, do you perceive your 
mind fnatching opportunities of li^ng itfelf 
up to heaven ? Do you delight to contemplate^ 
the works of God, becaufe they are his works; 
aiid through his works, whether of nature ot 
of Providence, to admire, to venerate, and to 
adore their author ? Does the word of God, 
together with thofe human writings which 
are calculated to inibu^t and aifift you in the 
performance of his will, conftitute that branch 
pi ftudy, to which your inclinations princi* 

Vol. !• h palljr 
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pally tend ? Docs your ibul expand itfelf in 
looking forward to the world unfecn ; in an- 
ticipating the prefence of God and of Chrift, 
the hymns of angelic hofts, the wonders and 
the glories of eternity? Do you exult in 
the profpeft of thofe new heavens and that 
new earth, becaufe it is a world wherein 
dweileth righteoufnefs (f) : becaufe lin ihall 
not be there : becaufe there Ihall no longer 
be temptation : becaufe it is through the 
predominance of univerfal holinefs that 
there Ihall be neither pain nor forrow ncwr 
death ; but peace and joy and blifs ihall 
feign without meaiure> and without end ? Ai 
the hart fanteth after the water-hrooks \ Jo 
panteth my foul after thee, God. My foul 
thirjleth for God, for the living Godi When 
Jball I come and appear before God [g) f Such 
are the afpirations of the bofom, which 
h filled with the love of Chrift ! Such are 
the prevailing afFeftions, fuch is the frame 
of foul which, if the Chriftiian has not 
(iecidedly attained, he earneftly deiires and 
purfues ! 

IV. Dired: your attention to the obje<9:s^ 
which, when the affecftion of the apoftle Paul 
for his converts expatiated in calling down 

A (/) 2 Pet. iii. 13. {£) Pfalm xlii. 1, 2. 
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bleffings upon thcrri, uniformly prcf^ntcd 
thcmfclvcs to his thoughts. / ceafe not to 
make mention of you in my prayers ; that the 
(hd of our Lord Jefus Cbrijiy the Father of 
glory ^ may give unto you the fpirit of wifdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him : the 
eyes of your under/landing being enlightened, 
that ye may know what is the hope of his callings 
and what the riches of the glory of his inherit- 
ance in the fain fs ; that he would grant you ac^ 
cording to the riches of his glory to beftrengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man : tha$ 

Chri/i fnay dwell in your hearts by faith ; that 
ye, bein^ rooted and grounded in love, may be 
(Sle t& comprehend with cdl faints what is the 
Breadth' and length and depth, and height, and 
to inoiv the love of Chrift which paffeth Inaw-- 
ledge, thai ye might he filled with all the fuU 
nefs of God. I pray that your hve may abound 
yet more and more inknowledge and in alljudge^ 
mjent : that ye may approve things that are ex^ 
cedent ; that ye may be fincere and without of-^ 
fence till the day of Chrift, being filled with the 
fruits of right ebufnefs, which are by Jefus Chri/i 
unto the glory and praife of God^ I defire that 
ye might be filed with the knowledge of his 
will in all wifdom and fpirit ual underfanding ; 
that y^ might walk worthy of the l^rd unto all 

L 3 pleqfing 
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pleqfingj ^heing faithful in evary good work, and 
increq/lng in the knowledge of God; Jirength- 
ened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and long-fuffering with 
joyfulnefs {h). Obfcrve the completely Spiri- 
tual nature of thefe fupplications of the Apof- 
tie. They that are after the Jlejb do mind, the 
things of the flejh : but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit (i). How truly 
conformable are the prayers to the defcrip- 
tion ! Here is no minding of earthly things : 
no request making provision for the flefh to 
fulfil the lulls thereof ; no folicitude even for 
the natural demands aiid legitimate comforts 
of the body. Every thing marks a man 
whofe converfation is in heaven ; a man 
anxious that there alio (hould be the conver- 
fation of his difciples. Every thing is pure,^ 
holy, heavenly ; dire<fted to the glory of God, 
and the lalvation of men ; raifed above the 
concerns of the prefcnt world except as far as 
they have reference to another. When you 
mould your thoughts into wilhes, when you 
pour out your fouls in petitions, for bleffings 
upon yourfelf, upon your child, upon any ' 
one whom you hold dear : what are thofe 

(h) Eph. i. 16—18. iii. 16—19. Philipp. i. 9— 11. Col. i, 
9—1 1. (i) Horn. Tiii. 5. 
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bleffings ? Are they the bleffings which St. 
Paul fupplicated for his beloved converts ? 
Do wiflies and prayers for fuch bleffings 
Crowd upon your mind ; not like ceremonial 
attendants on a proceffion, coldly preceding 
or coldly following that part of the train in 
which the obj eft really interefting is ftationed ; 
not ranging themfelves as formal accompani- 
ments on eager and animated defires for 
learnings for reputation, for power, for ad- 
vancement, for wealth : but prominent and 
fervid, as intent on bleffings (o latisfying the 
underflanding, {o pervading and occupying 
the heart, that no other acquifition appears 
like unto them ; no other acquifition feems 
entitled even to a lecond plade ; no other ac- 
quifition, Rationed by their fide, merits any 
degree or fliadow of comparifon ? To be 
fpirituaUy mindedj is life and peace. To be 
ipiritually minded is to belong to the Lord 
Jelus. 

Behold then in the tefts which have been 
placed before you criterions amply fufficient 
to determine the queftion, whether you are 
Chrift*s or not. However that queftion be 
decided; fuffer, I befeecb you, the word of 
Exhortation [k). 

{k) Heb. xiii. 22. 

L3 i.lf 
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I. If you are not Ghrift's, what arc yotlf 
hopes ? Do you flatter yourfelf that the Scrip- 
tures may prove not to be the word of inlpi*- 
ration ? Or do you affume the promifes of 
God as true^ atid regard his threatenings as 
empty terrors ? Or do you imagine that whejtt 
Chrift from his throne of judgement confignt 
to predided punilhment every other delpifer 
of his golpel, he will feleft you as an excep* 
tion; that he will diftinguifli you by unex«- 
ampled mercy, becaufe you have dared to 
make his known di^ofltion to mercy a plea 
to your confcience for habitual rebellion 
againft his laws ? Behold the thin and hollow 
ice, on which you propofe to crofs the gulph 
of everlafting deftru(9ion ! If you recoil 
from the profpeft, what are your purpofes ? 
Are you defirous of falvation ? Are you 
willing to be taught of God, to be deli- 
vered by him from the bondage of Satan, and • 
tranflated into the kingdom of his Son ? Are 
you willing to receive the gift of Salvation as 
light after darknefs, as life from the dead ? 
Approach then with confidence the fountain 
of living waters ; and take and drink of them 
freely. Approach to your Saviour, through 
whom alone can man have accefs to the Father. 
Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 

laden ; 
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laden ; and I will ghe you rejl. Him that com^. 
etb unto me, I will in no wife caft out. To 
you is this invitation direAed : to you is this, 
promife addrefled. But, if you would come 
unto Chrift cfFe6tually ; come unto him, 
faithfully. Come unto him with a furrender 
of your whole heart. Think not that it will 
be fiifficient to abandon yotir grofler defile- 
ments. Think not that it is religion to pafs 
a tolerably decent life, diverCfied with a re- 
gular Iprinkling of religious obfervances* 
Wijl the grace of Chrift Ihare a divided em- 
pire ? , Will the grace of Chrift vouchfafe to 
occupy thofe outlkirts of the heart, which fii;i 
is content to relinquifh, in order that it may 
enjoy in tranquility the favourite Ipots which 
it has fenced off for itfelf ? Is this to become a 
new man ? Is this to be born again of the Spi- 
rit ? Is this to crucify the flelh with the affec** 
dons and lufts ? Is this to be Chrift^s ? Is this 
to offer your whple fpirits, fouls, and bodies, 
a living facrifice unto the Lord ? Ye offer poU 
luted bread upon mine altar. Ye have brought 
that which is torn, and the lame, and the Jick : 
thus ye have brought an offering. Should I ac- 
cept this of your hand\ faith the Lord^ Qff^^ 
it now to thy governor. Will he be pleafed with 
thee, or accept thy perfon ; faith the Lord of 
hofis f Curfed be the deceiver, which facrificeth 

L 4 unto 
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mto the Lord a corrupt thing. For I am A 
great King, faith the Lord of hofis : and my 
name is dreadful. / have no pleafure in yoUf 
faith the Lord of bofis : neither vdill I accept an 
i)ffering af your hand{J), 

2. If you ^tc already a true Chriftian; foftef 
the good feed fown in your heart, that the di-' 
vine planter may preferve it from being over- 
whelmed by furrounding tares, and may nou- 
rilh it unto timely and plentiful maturity* 
Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Do you feel yourfelf dif* 
pofed to be fatisfied with your prefent attain- 
ments ? And is not fuipicion, is not alarm: 
awakened in ypur bofbm ? With any perfon 
whom you cordially love, you arc day by day 
defirous of cultivating a more and more en- 
dearing intercourfe, a more and more intimate 
conne6lion. When your heart is warmly en- 
gaged in any purfiiit; you grudge the time 
which you are not able to devote to that ob- 
je<3: : you are zealous and anxious in pufliing 
onward towards the attainment of it: you 
note with pleafure every degree of approach 
towards it : you are filled with regret if you 
difcover that during a period of fome length 
you have not made any perceptible advances, 

(t) Malachi, i. 7, 8. 10. 13, 14. 

Why 
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Why is it not thus with your love to Chfift ? 
Why is it not thus with your purluit of faith 
and holinefs ? Brethren j faid St. Paul, / couni 
not myfelf to have apprehended falvation. But 
this one thing I do : This is my great and un- 
ceafing objcft : forgetting thofe things "which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto thofe thir^ 
which are before, 1 prefo towards the mark fot 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chrijl 
Jefus {m). Are you farther advanced than 
the apoftle ? Though he did not deem himv^ 
fclf to have apprehended falvation ; do you 
prefume that you are fecure ? If you difckim 
the arrogant deluiion ; if, reprefenting your* 
felf for a moment as a fellow-traveller with 
the apoftle on the way that leadeth to life eter- 
nal, you behold him already at an immeafur- 
able diftance before you : Why is it that you 
imitate not his humility, his ardour, his per* 
fcverance ? Why is it that, like unto him, you 
count not all things but lofs> that you may 
win Chrift ; if that by any means you may 
attain unto the refurreftion of the righte- 
ous {n) ? The Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, 
from whom alone, through the merits of 
the Lord Jefus, every Chriftian grace is to be 
derived, withdraws not his countenance from 
you, limits not his bounty towards you. 

{in) Philipp. iii. 13^ 14. (n) Fhilipp. iik 8. 11. 

Has 
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Has he enabled you to bring forth fruit thirty- 
fold ? He offers to enable you to bring forth 
iixty and an hundred fold. ^J^i and you 
' Jball receive. What Ihall you afk ? Alk that 
you may be enabled to give all diligence^ to 
add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue, knovo^ 
ledge \ and to knowledge, temperance} and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, godlinefs ; 
and to godlinefs, irotherly kindnefs ; and to hro^ 
fherly. kindnefs, charity. Afk that you may 
give diligence to make your calling . cmd ele^lion 
fure. For if you dothefe things you fhall never 
fall. For fo an entrance Jball he miniftered unto 
you abundantly into the cverlqfiing kingdom of 
tur Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift {p). 

(o) 2 Pet, i. 5— 7. 10, 11. 



SERMON VIL 



On the Duty of openly ranging ourfelves on 

the Side of the Lord. 



EXODUS, xxXLU z6. 

Tben Mofes Jiood In the Gate of the Campy and 
/aid: " Who is on the Lords Side P 

A MONO the moft evident tokens of the 
•^^^ natural alienation of the human heart 
from righteoufnefs is the indiipoiitions of men 
to render unto God the fame meafure, which 
they render one to another. He, who 
in ibme few inflances has found his friend 
deferving of confidence, is prone to confide 
in him afterwards, and perhaps even to cre- 
dulity. He, who has witneiTed examples of 
the power of ^ fuperior, ufually afcribes to 
him flill greater power. He, who has experi- 
enced 
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enced eminent and unmerited a<5ls of kjndne&y 
and returns not to his benefaftor the tribute 
of gratitude and love; is ftigmatifed with 
univerfal cenfure. How different is our con* 
duft towards Him, to whom we owe every 
thing ! A fan bonouretb his father, and a fer^ 
vant his mqfter. • If then I he a father ; wherp 
is my honour P And^ if I be a mafldr ; where 
is my fear, faith the Lord of ho/is {a) P They 
who have received unremitting teftimonies of 
the providential wifdom of God, refufe to 
entruft themfelves to his guidance. They 
who are furj*ounded by the wonders of his 
omnipotence, difregard his threatenings and 
his promifes. They who aire indebted to his 
fpontaneous boimty for bleilings incalculable 
in number and in amount, thank him not^ 
nor obey him : and forfeit not the favourable 
cftimation of the world. 

In the unbelief, the contemptuous difrc** 
gard, the bafe and rebellious ingratitude dif^ 
played by the children of Ifrael towards the 
Almighty Father of mercies who had refcued 
them from Egypt, we imagine that we be- 
hold this natural alienation of the heart from 
God exemplified to an extent never to be 
rivalled. Inftance after inftance we read 
with aftonifliment. We forget that, what^ 

(o) Malacbi, i. 6. 

f)ever 
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fimer. things, were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning (i). We forget that 
all men are children of Adam ; that the 
Creator hath made all nations of one blood; 
that human nature is in all men the fame; 
that in every man in every age the ^eart is in 
its original propenfities deceitful above all 
things and defperdtely wicked {c). When we 
contemplate the enormities of the chofen' 
people ; we contemplate the courfe which we 
ihould ourfelves have been no lefs difpofcd 
to purine. The hiftory of Ifrael is a mirror, 
which rcflefts our own likenefs. 

We learn, in the chapter from which the 
text is taken, that when Mofes, who had 
been fummoned to the top of Sinai that he 
might receive ordinances and direiJHons from 
God, had now continued during many days 
upon the mountain ; the people of Ifrael be-* 
came exremely impatient at his abfence. 
They aifembled tumultuoufly around Aaron* 
They affirmed that, as for Mofes, they knew 
not what event had befallen him. And 
although they had fo lately covenanted in the 
nioft folemn manner ftedfaftly to keep th^ 
ten commandments ; yet in defiance of the 
fecond commandment they infifted that 
Aaron fhould mould for theip a graven 

(Jb) Rom, xr. 4. (0 Jerem. xvii. 9. 

image. 
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image, a vifibic emblem and reprefentation 
of the unfeen God, to be carried at the head 
of the hoft. Aaron, fearing man more than 
the Lord, moft wickedly gave way to their 
clamour and violence. He formed a goldeti 
calf, the image of an animal which he had 
been accuftomed to fee the objeft of worlhiji 
in Egypt ; built an altar before it ; and pro- 
claimed a feaft in honour of Jehovah. Bc"*-' 
fore that image the people bowed down in 
adoration ; to that image they offered facri- 
fices; to that image they afcribed the glory* 
of their deliverance from the land of bondage. 
This blind and daring idolatry of the Ifraelites 
God revealed to his fcrvant who ftood before 
llim. Mofts, having prevailed with his hea-- 
venly mafter, by the kindeft and moft difinte- 
refled interceffion, to forbear from deftroying 
the rebellious nation inftantly and utterly ; 
haftened down from the mountain. Arriving 
at the gate of -the camp, and beholding the 
people occupied in idolatrous fongs and 
dances and worfliip before the golden calf; 
he- cried aloud, Ti^bo is on the Lord's Jide P 
Let him come unto me. All the fbns of ILevi 
obeyed his voice. They gathered themfelves 
together unto him : they declared themfelves 
on the fide of the Lord ; and profeffed their 

readinef$ 
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readinefs to execute the commands of his 
chofen minifter. They were called to a 
painful trial of obedience. They were re- 
quired to take their fwords in their hands ; 
to pafs through the camp of Ifrael from one 
fide to the other ; and to flay every perfon> 
whether neighbour, companion, brother, or 
ion, whom they Ihould find engaged in pay- 
ing reverence to the idol. The children of 
Levi did according to the word of Mofes : 
and there fell of the people that day about three 
thoufandmen. 

In applying to our edification the portion 
of fcriptural hiftory wlrich you have heard ; 
I ihall, in the firft place^ endeavour to con- 
vince you that, as Mofes called upon the 
faithful among the Ifi^eMtes, lb thfe golpel calls 
upon us, to ftand forth on the fide of the 
Lord. And I Ihall afterwards lay before you 
ibme obfervations reipeding the faithful dis- 
charge of this duty. Let us unite in earneflly 
befeeching the Giver of grace to open Our 
minds, that they may ufiderftand and embrace 
the truth. 

I. The people of Ifiael ; the peculiar peo- 
ple of God ; the people who had experienced 
fuch extraordinary mercies at his hand ; the 

people 
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people who within lefs than forty days had 
beheld the terrors of his prefence ,on Mount 
Sinai, had heard the law from his moutii, and 
had pledged themfelves to fincere and fted- 
faft obedience ; now difregarded their pro- 
mife, defpifed the unchangeable command- 
ment, and were rioting in idolatrous fefti- 
Tities confecrated to the honour of the golden 
calf. Profeffing to be the votaries of Jeho- 
vah ; for even this impious feaft was named 
by Aaron a feaft to the Lord ; they were 
become the valTals of an idol. Forfaking the 
ordinances of the true God, that they might 
purfue their own devices ; and, under the pre- 
tence of worfhipping him, polluting themfelves 
with thofe very practices which he had re- 
cently pronounced to be abominations in his 
fight : they clearly proved that, although 
they called themfelves his people, their hearts 
were alienated from him ; that he was not 
the mafter whom they loved ; that his will 
was not the law tq which they were folicitous 
to conform. It was time then that a diftinc- 
tion Ihould be made between the faithful fer- 
vants of God, if fuch there were, and the 
unworthy multitudes who pretended to adore 
him. It was time for Mofes, the ambaflador 
of the moft High, to cry out irt \m name 

tQ 
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to all the people ; TFio is on the Lor^s JideP 
It was time that the Levites, who alone had 
not partaken in the general idolatry, or now 
at length were ftruck with horror at their 
guilt, Ihould fly with precipitation to their 
great leader, who fummoned theni to the 
ftandard of their God. Caft your eyes iipon 
thcChriftian world: caft yout. eyejs upoa 
this your native country, in which Chriftianity 
is profefled in its pureft form : caft your eyes 
upon your own neighbourhood, upon the 
places where the prevalence or the deficiency 
of true religion is likely to be well knov^rn to 
you : and let your imderftandings and con- 
icienoe^ pronounce^ whether a fcene too 
nearly refembling that which Mofes beheld 
in the camp of Ifrael be not prefented to your 
view. Through the enlightening grace oC 
God, this Proteftant land is no longer over- 
ipread with worlhippers of graven or molten 
images. But are there. not numbers ainong^ 
thofe, who profefs the Chriftian faith ; are 
there not numbers among thofe, with whofe 
condudl and principles the ordinary tranfac- 
tions of life render you acquainted ; whofc 
hearts are fet upon their idols ? The covetous 
roan is declared in the Scriptures to be an 
idolater. Money is his god. How large a 
Vol. I. . M portion 
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portion of mankind is comprehended among 
the worfliippers of money ! The Scriptures 
aver the glutton alfo to be an idolater. He 
worfliips the brutifh appetite, by which he is 
enflaved. On the fame authority, the man 
whofe chief obje^ is any fenfual pleaiure 
deferves the fame denomination. That plea*^ 
iiirc is his*idoL He likcwife whofe chief 
purfuit'is reputation, or honour, or power, 
is an idolater. Reputation, or honour, or 
power, is the objeA of his worihip. In 
ihort, he who iets his heart on any worldly 
cbje^l, inftead of fixing it upon God, is con^ 
fidered in the Scriptures^ as partaking in the 
guilt of idolatry, as a flave to that objeiBt 
which he makes his principal puriiiit, and aa 
not on the fide of the Lord. Know ye not 
that to whom ye yield yourfehes fervants ta 
obey, bis fervants ye are to whom ye obey \ rvbe-^ 
tber of Jin unto death, or of obedience unta 
tigbteoufnefs {d) P When you furvey multi- 
tudes among thofe who are denominated 
Chriftians, who were baptized in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, 
who profefs to believe that the Son of God 
died on the crofs to purchafe for them the 
pardon of fin, the fanftifying influence of 

(fi?) Rom. vL IGL 

the 
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the Holy Spirit, and the everlafting glories of 
the kingdom of heaven : when you fiirvcy 
multitudes of thefe nominal Chriftians, to- 
gether with numbers who fcarcely term them- 
fclves Chriftians, yielding themfelves with 
cagemels as fervants to fin ; when you fee 
them giving up their whole hearts to things 
temporal inftead of things eternal ; when you 
fee theijn afting as the flaves of the world, 
the fleih, and the devil, inftead of ftriving to 
become the children of the Moft High : is it 
not time for every minifter of the gofpel ta 
addrefs ' his congregation In the words of 
Mofes ; to cry out to them, " who ainong 
** you is on the Lord's fide Y* Is it not time 
for ^ery one of you to put the queftion to 
his own heart; " On whofe fide am I aft- 
" ing ? Am I on the fide of the Lord ?" Is 
it not time for every one of you, who i$ in 
fincerity and truth on the Lord's fide, to 
(land forth and prove himfelf to be fi> ? Can 
you remain for a fingle hour indifferent and 
with a quiet mind, without knowing whether 
you have ftronger reafbns to hope that God 
regards you as on his fide, than to fear that 
he looks upon you as his enemy ? Are you 
ignorant that he who is not with God is 
againft him : that he, who does not receive 

M a Cod 
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God as his mailer and love God as his lu-. 
preme delight, is the fervant of the devil, 
and the enemy of God ? Do you forget that 
falvation through Chrift will be bellowed oa 
thofe only, who prove themfelves to be on 
the Lord's lide : and that for thole, who arc 
not • on the lide of the Lord, nothing will 
remain but tribulation and an^ilh and ever* 
lulling dellrudion, when the Lord Jelus IhaU. 
be revealed in Hamidg lire to take vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not 
the Gofpel. 

•: To fay that we are on the lide of the Lord- 
is ealy. The lacrifice of the lips is an offering 
that colleth nothing : and is therefore an 
c;^ering which iiearly. all men are ready tO: 
make. But God requires from thofe who; 
profefs to be on his lide not empty words, 
but evidences and demonllrations of . their 
lincerity. I fully trull that there are fome, 
and I pray that there may be many, prelent 
in this alTembly, who are thoroughly in 
earnefl in religion : thoroughly and zealoully 
delirous to give proof day by day that they 
are lledfallly on the lide of the Lord; and 
prepared to receive with gladnefs any inllruc- 
tions or advice which may contribute under 
the divine bleffing to enable them faithfully 

to 
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to ferve the heavenly Mafter whom they hav6 
chofen. Let me endeavour therefore to affift 
them in purluing their holy purpofe. 

II. If you would prove yourfelf to be on 
the fide of the Lord; confign yourfelf en- 
tirely to his governance, and receive with 
immediate and complete fubmiffion every one 
of his commandments: Conlider the cha- 
rafter and the duty of a fbldier. A fbldier 
who confides in his general, and defires to 
obtain his approbation, never in the fmalleft 
inftance difputes his orders ; ahd conftantly 
holds himfelf prepared to carry them into 
efffe<ft. ' Oh the "iagacity of his commahder 
he r6lies for the eftabliflimenti)f 'plains, and 
. the <lir6Aiori of mcafures, by which their 
c<»titti&ori enemies are to be refifted and fub- 
duedi and is confdoiis that his owft wifdom 
and fafety conlift iH; piiinAual,' vigilaiit, and 
courageous obedience. ' Such - muft be- your 
coii'du^ft as ' fbldi^s of Jefus 'Chtift. Sur- 
rehd^lr yourfHves without refervfe to the 
guidance of the captain of your" falvatioh. 
Fight the good fight of faith. Embrace with 
undoubting confidence every docftrthe dil^ 
clofed in his holy word. He is the Son of 
God : he knows what is the mind of his al- 

M 3 mighty 
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mighty Father, He knows how great is the 
corruption of human nature ; how odious fin 
is in the fight of God ; and how dreadful 
are the confequences which naturally attend 
it^ He knows that it is only throi^h his 
atoning blood that finners can be faved ; that 
it is only through the fan^ifying influence 
of the Holy Ghoft th^t his goipel can be ac** 
cepted and obeyed; Thefe. momentous tmths 
he has revealed to you in the Scriptures. Be-^ 
lieve th^m^ if you look for eternal life. Be-* 
lieve the Son of God, the Lord of glory, 
who came down from heaven, who died for 
you. Take him for your Mafter and your 
King. Range yourselves on his fide. Let 
his will be your will, his ways your- ways* 
Fly to him, as the Levites fled to. Mofes,. 
with hearts prepared to liften with perfect 
fiibmiifion to all his cornmands ; an4 refblve, 
through his blefifed help, to ferve him faith* 
fully and zealoufly unto death. 

If you arc thus bent on devoting yourfelves 
to the fervice of the Lord ; remember -that 
there is only one method by which you can 
give proof that you are on his fide. He that 
doetb right eoufnefs, is righteous. He that 
leepeth my commandments, he it is that lovetb 
me. Ye are my friends, if ye do thai which I 

com- 
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command you. If any man love me, be will keep 
my words. This is the love of God, that we 
keep bis commandments {e). . It is thus that 
you arc to manifeft yourfelf the faithful fcr- 
vant of God, the determined fpldier of Chrifl 
Jefus, It is thus that you are to cpntend 
againft his enemies ; it is thus that you are 
to promote his glory ; it is thus that you are 
to be inftrumental in extending his kingdom. 
The firft conqueft which you will labour to 
prefent to your Lord, is the conqueft of 
yourfelf. You will fervently feek his gn^ce 
that you .may be enabled to bring every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Chrift. " I am not rtiy own" — this will b$ 
the language of your heart—*'' I am not my 
own : I am bought with a price. I am not 
my own : I belong to the I^ord Jefus. I am 
not to live unto myfelf ; but unto him who 
died for me. I am a folcUer ilationed upon 
duty; not to feek my own pleafiire, but to 
perform the will of my heavenly King. I 
am now, if need be, to endure hardfhip. \ 
am now to be watchful, patient, laborious} 
contented with my lot. I am to give full 
proof of my miniftry. I am to deny my- 
felf. I am to keep luider my body and 
bring it into fubjeftion. J am to refift th<? 

(e) 1 John, iii. 7. John, xiv. 21. 23. xv. 14. 1 John, v. 3. 
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*^ temptations of the world, the flclh and the 
*^ devil, the advcriarics of God and of my 
^' foul. If fenfual appetite, if the love of 
^^ eafe, if a thirft for honour, or riches, or 
power; if joy, or forrow, or hope, or fear, 
or any earthly allurement, prevail upon mc 
to abandon my poft : J am no longer on 
^^ the fide of the Lord; I am a traitor to him; 
^ I take patt with his enemies; I forfeit that 
crown of glory, which my gracious God 
has prepared for xrie if I faithfully ferve 
" him unto the end ; and I pliinge: myfeif 
** into the pit of everlafting dciVniftion.'* 

If your heart be at length ftedfaft in the 
Lord, you will fei?e with delight every op* 
portunity which he affords you of contribu- 
ting to win otheni to his kingdom. The 
cbmmiflSon with which the Levites were 
charged by Mofes againfl their finful coun- 
trymen was a miniflry of vengeance. Thus 
faith the Lord God of Ifrael : Put evtry man 
his fuoord by his fide \ and go in and out from 
gate to gate throughout the camp, nnd flay 
every man his brother, and every man his com^ 
panion, and every man his neighbour. Con/e^ 
crate yourfelves to-^day to the Lord, even every 
man upon his fon and upon his brother (f). 
Very different is the commiffion with which 
God charges you refpedling thofe who are 

(/) Exod. xxxii. 27—29. 
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nbt on his fide. He charges you with a 
commiffion o£ love, with a miniftry of recon* 
ciliation. To you he fays ; Lft your light fo 
Jbine before -men, that thiy may fee your good 
morks\ and. ghrify your father who is in 
heaven. Follow after the things which make 
for peaces arid thif^gs' wherewith one may edify 
mother {g).. Give to religion the full cffeft 
of your cszample, of your influence, of your 
jrecommendation. Shew that you aflign to 
religion the firfl place in your heart' from ifi 
idbcided convidlioh that the firil place is it* 
due; and that, where it does not hold that 
places liappinefs will never .'take up her abode. 
Let others be won to the love of God by 
diiccming the blefTed efFeds of that love 
upon yourfelf. Let them perceive that in 
confequence of having fet your heart upon 
God, you are become more humble, more 
gentle, more tender, more kind, more bounti- 
ful, more amiable, more happy. . Let them 
perceive that your converfation^ is in heaven ; 
that you feel yourfelf, and feel yourfelf with- 
out regret, a ftranger and pilgrim upon earth ; 
that you are not difquieted like the men of 
the prefent world, by diflra^ting cares and 
conflifting pafllohs ; but that you are wait- 
ing in patient and cheerful ferenity, under 

{g) Matt. V. 16. Rom. xiv. I9* 
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cvciy difpeniation of providence, for the 
bldOfed hope which is fet before you, the glo* 
rious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jefiis Chrift. . If thefe fruits of holi^ 
nefs, if this peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft^ 
fliine forth in your conduft ; verUy there wiU 
be thofe among the wicked, who wiil'fmit^. 
their breafts and will &y; ^^ Happy is tbt 
^* man that feareth the Lord. :Tbe fear of 
^^ the Lord is the beginning of wifilom ; and 
f' Xo depart from evil is underftahding. 1 
5f have left the paths of righteoufneis, to walk 
*' in the ways, of darknels. I have rejoiced 
'^ tatlo evil ; and have delighted in the fto* 
^^ wardnefs of the wicked* I - have forfaken 
the guide of my youth, and forgotten the 
covenant of my God. But I will fly to 
^^ the Redeemer who is mighty to fave. I 
will ieek the Spirit of grace and of fup- 
plication. I will go and lay imto my 
" Father ; Father ! I have finned againft thee« 
*^ I win turn unto the Lord, for he will have 
mercy upon me ; and to my God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. The ways of re* 
ligion are the ways of pleafantnefs : and aU 
*^ her paths are peace !'* 

Stand forth then, ye who are on the fide 
of the Loid: Hand forth to lave your ow^ 
fouls and the fouls of others. Children of 

the 
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the faith of Abraham ; heirs of the prqmi&s 
of God! Be ye fledfaft, be .vigilant, jand fear 
not. You ferve a Mafter, >^ho will never 
forfake his people. You ferve an unchai^«- 
able Father, who will abundantly. p»fdrtiii 
his covenant. You ferve Him whoiivetb for 
ever and ever> I^ing of kings and Ldoird of 
lords; Him who has all power in earth and 
in heaven/ in time and in eternity ; Him in 
whofe hand is mercy, and glory, and blefled*- 
nefs, and everlailing ialrajdon. What /ffaail 
prove capable of ihaking your love . to l^rod 
and your Redeenier? Are yoli tempted by 
the rioies of this world;? Shall the podr and 
perilhable and unfatis&<£lory treaiure^ o£ the 
prefent life induce you to renounce an : inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, unddfiled, that ikActk 
not away> 1^ up in heaven for theid^rte- 
ous ? Ate you iblicited by iinful pkafures i 
Win you renoittice for the guilty indulgences 
6f a n^ment, that fulndfs of joy which is 
at the jight hand ^f the Omnipotent for eveiv 
more ? Are you xnoved bf corrupt cuftoms* 
or by the fco^s and ridicule of the wicked ? 
Will you feek honour from man rather than 
from God? Will you not confefs Chrift 
upon earth, that he may confefs you before 
his Father, and the holy angels, at the day 
of judgement ? Children of the MoftHigh! 

ieefi 



17a On the Duty of openly ranging y ^c. 

leep^ your/elves from idols {b). Stand faft in 
the Lord^ and in the power of his might. 
Seniible of your own utter weaknefs, take 
imto yourfelves the whole armour of God. 
Of yourfelves you can do nothing : but 
through the all-flifficient Grace of Chrift you 
can become more than conquerors. Set yotir 
faces as a rock againft fin^ which encompafles 
you every inftant. You have made your 
choice : you liave taken the fide of the Lord : 
cleave with {implicit and iinglenefs of heart 
imto Him. Be not deterred^ be not enticed, 
from your holy relblution by a world, whole 
friendihip is enmity againfl the fbverdgn to 
whom you have vowed your allegiance. * The 
world. cannot love you, becaufe you are riot 
of the world. Will you temporife in your 
conduct ? Will you compromife your princi- 
ples? Come out from among tbem, and be ye 
fepdratei faith the Lord; and touch not the uri" 
clean thing. And I will receive you, and will 
he a Father unto you : and ye fhall he my fm$ 
and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty (/). 

{h) 1 JohDj V. 21. it) 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 



SERMON VIII. 

On the Sin of diffembling with God.' 



JEREMIAH, xlii. 20. 

Ye diffetnhled in your hearts when ye fent me 
unto the Lord your God, faying ; Pray for 
us unto the Lord our God : and according 
unto all that the Lord our Godfball fay, fo 
declare unto us, and we will do it. 

nr^HE wifdom of the lupreme Intelligence, 
"^ fo conipicuous in his works, ihines equal- 
ly in the ftrufture of the writings which he has 
infpired. Scripture is not a dry code of laws, 
a barren fyftem of prohibitions and command- 
ments. Its ordinances and injunctions are 
continually enlivened, illuftrated and enforced, 
by examples. Search throughout the old 
Teftament and the New. Examine the hifto- 
rical, the prophetical, the epiftolary compofi^ 

tions. 
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tions. Carry on your fcrutiny to thofe portions 
df the facred records, which arc avowedly the 
moft preceptive. You will perceive almoft in 
every page the bleffings which flow from righ- 
teoufnefs, and the miferies attendant on guilt, 
delineated and imprefled in delcriptions derived 
from real peribns and aAual events. The word 
of God, like his book of nature, teems with life. 
Every part is animated by incident and charac- 
ter. Paft generations return from the dead, ages 
unborn prefs forward before their time into 
being, to admonifh the exiiling inhabitants of 
the earth. In the Son of God become man 
we behold an all-perfeA model of univerfal 
holineis. In the proceedings of numberlefs 
other individuals, who ftand pourtrayed in 
the living colours of truth ; we behold pat- 
terns to imitate, or beacons to fliun. On the 
one hand, faith, holineis, charity, truth, fted-* 
faflnefs, patience, meekneis, purity, compaf- 
fion, and the reft of the train of heavenly 
graces, are exhibited ; each diftinA and pro- 
minent, yet with greater or lels ftrength of 
reprefentation in different characters. On the 
other, unbelief, unrighteoufneli, felfiflinef^, 
deceit, irrefblution, fretfulnefs, arrogance, un- 
cleannefs, cruelty, with other criminal paflSons, 
diiplay their dominion, more or lefs limited, 

over 



On the Sin of dtffemhling with God. 1 75 

over multitudes held in bondage. That the 
interefting pIAure of human nature may be, 
in every point complete, the aiTemblage 
of good and evil blended in the fame boibm ; 
and even the grievous tranfgreffions, Iburces 
of bitter remorfe, into which patriarchs and 
prophets and apoflles were occafionally be- 
trayed ; are painted with unfailing impartial^ 
ity and precifion. Man is taught to know 
what he is, that he may the more eafily and 
the more willingly learn what he ought to 
become. 

The portion of facred hiftory which I am 
about to propofe to your view imfolds a icene 
of difbbedience charafterifed not by fudden 
error and unforefeen timidity, but by bold 
and hypocritical premiditation. WherT Ne* 
buchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had en- 
tirely fubdued the Jews, w^hom God, on ac- 
count of their obftinate impiety, had at length 
delivered into his hand ; he deftroyed Jerufa- 
lem by fire, and carried away captive into a 
diftant quarter of his dominions the principal 
part of the nation. A coniiderable number 
however of the pooreft clafs of the people he 
permitted to continue in their native land. 
He diftributed among them fields and vine- 
yards : and appointed Gedaliah, one of their 

own 
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own countrymen, to be their governor. In 
a fliort time Gedaliah was treacheroufly killed 
by lihmael, a Jew of the royal blood, who ap- 
pears to have envied his pre-eminence, and at 
the inftigation of the Ammonites had formed 
a confpiracy againft him : and together v^ith 
him were flain the Chaldean foldiers, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had left under his command. 
Ifhmael was Ipeedily overcome, and driven 
into banilhment by the furviving friends of 
Gedaliah. But all the inhabitants of Judea 
trembled at the profpe(% of the indignation, 
which they forefaw would be kindted in the 
breaift of the king of Babylon when he ihould 
receive tidings of the murder of his governor 
and his foldiers. They purpofed therefore to 
fly for refuge into Egypt. But they deemed 
it becoming in the firft inftance to apply for 
direftions from God. They requefted the pro- 
phet Jeremiah to confult the Lord whether 
they ihould depart into Egypt, or not : and 
folemnly declared, that with implicit deference, 
they would obey the anfwer which ihould be 
returned to them. All the captains of the 
forces^ and all the people from the leafl even 
unio the great eji came near, and faid unto ye- 
remiah the prophet: Pray for us unto the Lord 
thy Gad, that the Lord thy God may Jhew us 

the 
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the way wherein we may walk, and the thing 
that we may do. The Lord be a true and faithful 
witnefs between us, if we do not even according 
to all things y for which the Lord thy God Jhall 
fend thee to us. Whether it be good or whether 
it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord 
our God to whom we fend thee : that it may 
be well with us, vohen we obey the voice of the 
Lord our God. After an interval of ten days, 
the word of the Lord came in reply, by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, to the people. God com- 
manded them tQ remain in Judea : and pro-> 
mif^d/ on condition of their obedience to hi$ 
mandate, that he would be with them, that 
he would fave them from the king of Babylon, 
and would caufe ^em to dwell in fecurity and 
peace. Biit the all-knowing Searclier of 
hearts clearly difcerned, that their application 
to him for diredlion, and their deliberate en- 
gagement that they would be entirely guide4 
by his counfel, were pretence and mockery. 
He faw that they had decidedly purposed 
from the beginning, and, notwithilanding hi^ 
prohibition, were flill relc4utely determined, 

to remove into Egypt. Jeremiah therefore 
proceeded, according to the orders of the Al- 
mighty, to denounce that if they perlifted in 
their defign, they fliould be overtaken by the 
vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar in that very land 
Vol. I, N of 
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of Egypt, where they fuppofcd that they 
Ihould be completely beyond its reach : that 
they fliould perilh there by famine, by pefti- 
Icnce, and by the fword ; that their name 
fhould become a reproach, an aflonifhment^ 
and a curie ; and that not even a fingle indi- 
vidual ihould again behold the land of Judea, 
or efcape from the evil which God would 
bring upon them. 

Let me endeavour, under the bleiiing of 
divine grace, to elucidate and to apply to your 
edification, the inilrudlion which may be de^ 
rived from this narrative. 

. i. Coniider, in the fix& place, what was 
that great and general duty, againil which the 
Jews, on the occaiion now before us, rc-^ 
belled. 

Ye diffenibled, iaid Jeremiah, in your hearts,^ 
The firft duty of religion is to iiirrender the 
heart to God. Without that furrcnder there 
can be no religion. Thou Jhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart. This is the 
great commandment to the Jew and to the 
Chriilian. To the obfervance of this com- 
mandment the promifes of divine favour have 
ever been annexed. If thou return unto the 
Lord^ faith Mofes, with all thine heart; the 

Lord 
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Ijord will have compaffion upon thee {d)\ Ye 
Jh all find ^/(f, faith God, by the yolcfe of Jere- 
miah, vohen ye Jbdll fearcb for ine with all 
your heart {h). If thou believe/i with all thine 
heart, faith Philip to the Ethiopian, thou may- 
efi be baptized {c). The J6ws of whom the 
prophet fpeaks in the text refembled their fu- 
ture countrymen in the days of our Saviour, 
They were a people that drew riigh unto 
God with their mouth, and honoured hirh 
with' their lips ; but their heart was far from 
him. Ye diffembled in your hearts when ye 
Tent me unto the Lord your God, fi^i^g \ Pray 
fir Hi unto the Lord our God: and according 
to all that the Lord our Godjbcdl fay, fo de^ 
dare unto us, and we will do it. They dif- 
fembled ; though they had bound themfelvesr 
in the prefence of God by the moll: iacreci 
promifes, that they would fcrapuloufly per*- 
fortn whatever he fhotild command. Mv 
brethren ! you have boijnd yourfclves to the 
performance of the fame duty by promifes po 
lefs iacred. You yourfclves, no lefs folemnly* 
than the Jews, even all the people from the leq/i 
urito the gfeatefi, have come near and faid ; J^be 
Lord be a true and faithful witnefs between us 
that we will obey the voice of the Lord our Godf 

(a) Dcut XX15. 1 — 3j. (V) Jfr«0i> xtl\%, >^. 

\c) A6ts, vili, ^Q, 37. 
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At your b^ptifm, you drew near and promifed 
by your fureties that you would obediently 
keep God's holy will and commandmentSy 
and walk in the fame all the days of your 
life. Moft of you have again drawn near at 
the office of confirmation^ and renewed the 
folemn promife and vow which were made 
in your name at your baptifin ; ratify- 
ing and coxifirming the fame in your owa 
perfbns^ and acknqv^ledging yourfelves bound 
to believe and to pra<Elife all thofe things 
which your fureties then undertook on 
your behalf. A large proportion of you 
have frequently drawn near to the facramea* 
tal table > and have there profefTed repent- 
ance of your fins^ and a full purpofe to lead 
a new life, to. follow the commandments of 
God, and thenceforth to walk in his holy 
ways. On this very day, and on every <lay 
when you have attended the public worfhip, 
you have drawn near and requefled of God^ 
that he would give to you that due fenfe of 
all his mercies, that your hearts may be un- 
feigncdly thankful ; and that you may fhcw 
forih his praife, not only with your lips 
but with your lives, by giving up yourfelves to 
his fervice, and by walking before him in ho- 
linefs and righteoufhefs all your days, through 
Jefug Chrifl our Lord. The Jews, in their 
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folcmh profcffions, diffemblcd. My brethren, 
have you diflembied in yours ? 

Diffimulation, like other fins, admits of de- 
grees. The heart may diffemble radically 
and entirely, fo as to be wholly hypocritical ; 
fo as not to feel any portion of that love to 
God, of that faith, of thkt gratitude^ of that 
fenfe of duty, of that purpofe of obediencd 
which the tongue expreffes. Or^ it may dif- 
femble partially ; feeling weakly and infuf- 
ficiently fhofe feritiments towards Him; which 
dwell with parade and fecming warmth upon 
the lips. The doom which awaits the com-f 
plcte hypocrite, cannot be doubted. Let the 
partial hypocrite beware, left he at laft cpmc 
to the (ame^ place erf" torment. 

II. Cbnfider, in the next place, each of you 
for hirnfelf, how ftrong is the probability that 
you may be guilty, m a greater or a lefs de- 
gree, of diflembliag in your heart before God. 
Remember the natural corruption of tjhe hu^ 
man heart. The heart is originally averfe to 
holinefs, repleniihed with the feeds of every 
fin, and fcarcely to be fearched or penetrated 
by human eyes. The imagination of maris 
heart, faith the Scripture, is evil from his' 
youth. The heart of the fons of men is full of 
evil. The heart is di^ceitful above all things 
qn4 defperately wicked. Who can knovD 
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// (^}^j-|p[%yf not you,reaibn to dread that^oUf 
heart thus fiibje(9:cd originally to the domi- 
nion of lin, niay not yet be purified from 
dxffembling againft God? Have :you not 
reafbn to dread that . your hearty by nature 
thus fiored wi^h duplicity^ thus difficult to be 
difcerned, may deceive yourfelf? Refled: far* 
ther, of what multitudes t}ie Scriptures make 
mentioa; multitudes e^cifting at different pe^ 
riods, and among the very people peculiarly 
favoured with the knowledge of true religion^ 
and in the moil impreffiye manner dedicated 
to God; as having dLOTembled againfl Himi 
even fo as utterly to have departed from Him« 
At the time of the deluge, only eight pierfons 
out of the whole hum^ race were preferved 
by divine mercy from - deftruftion. When 
the Ifraelites wxre comnianded to enter the 
land of Canaan ; Caleb and Jofliua^ together 
with Mofes and Aaron, and perhaps ibme 
few individu^ befides, were the only peribns 
of the whole congregation of IfraeL who re- 
mained faithful to the Lord of Hofls. When 
the Jews, to whom Jeremiah addrefTed the 
words of the text, were commanded to ren- 
der the promifed obedience to their God, and 
to abflain from going down into Egypt ; all 
the people y with the exception as it fliould feem 

(d) Gen. viii. 21. EccL ix. 3. Jerem/xvii. p. 
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only of the prophet himfelf and his friend 
Baruch^ obeyed not the voice of the Lordy to 
dwell in the land of Judab. When Jcfus 
Chrift called the world to repentance, and ma- 
nifcfted himfelf to be the Son of God by the 
moft decifive miracles : how few were there 
6ut of the multitudes which had flattered 
him with their lips who did not fpeediiy 
prove th^t they had diifembled with Him in 
their hearts ! How few who preferred to 
walk with him in the narrow way that lead- 
eth tinto life, compared with the crowds 
"fvhich thronged the broad road that leadeth 
to deftruAion ! What is the cafe in the pre- 
fcnt day ? I wifli not to encoulage rayfelf or 
you in drawing inviduous comparifons. But 
we cannot be blind to plain and notorious 
feds. We have in our hands the word of 
God, which delcribes the charader of a , true 
Chriftian. We have before pur eyes the prac- 
tice of the world. We cannot but com- 
pare the one with the other. When we 
compare them, we cannot but perceive 
how vaft is the number of profefled Chrif- 
tians, who evince little of the fpirit of trae 
chriftianity in their principles and condud: : 
and therefore ftand lelf-conviAed as diflcm- 
blers in their hearts before the Moft High. 
When you call to remembrance the multitudes 
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even among thofe who ftyled themfelves the 
followers of God, which in ancient times the 
fmfulnefs and deceitfulnefs of the .heart be- 
trayed into hypocrify : when you iiirvey the 
mtjltitudes of his profefled followers, which i» 
this your day the fame finfulnefs and de- 
ceitfulnefs render hypocritical before Him: 
have you not rcafon for lerious dread that 
you may yourfelf be found a diifembler in his 
iight ?. : 

IIL I proceed to lay before you, and to 
exemplify by fbme inilances, a fcriptural 
rule, which may affift you in difcovering 
whether, if the Son of God were now to call 
you to judgement, you would be found dif- 
femblers in your hearts. 

Where your treafure is, faith our Lord, there 
will jour heart be alfo (^). In other words. 
Whatever be the objeft which you judge and 
feel to be the moft valuable ; concerning that 
objeft will your heart ihew itfelf to be 
the moft fteadily and the moft deeply inte- 
refted. Apply this rule to yourfelf. Exa- 
mine yourfelf by it. It is thus that you may 
difcover with abfolute certainty whether your 
heart is fixed upon God, or whether it dif- 
fembles before Him. 

(e) Matt. vi. 21. 
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. Compare then the pains which you cm- 
ploy, the vigilance which you exercife, the 
anxiety which you feel, concerning, worldly 
obje<fts, on the one hand ; on the other, con- 
cerning religion. When you hear your 
friend flandered or your parent injurioufly 
treated ; you are moved with indignation^ 
you are diftreffed and affliiEled. When you 
hear the name of God profaned ; are you 
more deeply grieved ? When you perceive 
Him to be flighted and infulted ; are you 
more ieverely troubled in your heart ? If not ; 
you do not give the firft place in your heart to 
God. You do but diffemble widi him when 
j^ou profefs that you love him above all things* 
V Again. When you receive a kindne&, a 
great and an undeferved kindnefs, from a 
friend; you feel> I prefume, warm and du- 
rable emotions of gratitude, and an eameft 
defire tq render to your benefadlor fuch a re» 
turn, in proportion to your ability, as may 
be acceptable to Him. You are receiving 
every day from God blefQngs infinitely lii- 
perior to all the kindnefies^ which can be 
conferred upon you by any of your fellow- 
cneatures. Do you feel then fHU more lively 
and durable emotions of gratitude to Him \ 
Do you feel a flill more earneft defire to ren-* 
der to Hiifi through Chrift that acceptable tri-. 
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bute of faith and love and holineis of life^ 
which hia grace is ever ready to enable you 
to offer ? If not ; you do not give the firfl: 
place in your heart to God. You do but dif* 
fcmble with Him, when you profefs that yoa 
love him above all things. 
. Again. Your worldly prosperity is an ob^eft 
which you purine with induflry and folicitude. 
Are you ftill more diligent^ more anxious, in 
puriuing the welfare of your foul ? Are you 
more eartiefUy bent on growth in grace, than 
on the accumulation of property} Are you more 
eager to advance in religious Icnowledge, tbaq: 
in knowledge which vnll enable you to augment 
your wealth \ Are you more watchful to fee% 
for. religious friends and connections, than for 
thofe which may forward your prefent inte» 
refl, or that of your family ? If not ; you do 
not give the firfl place in your heart to God. 
You do but diilemble with him, when you 
profels that you love him above all things. 

Again. You have varioxis occupations to 
which you refort, as opportunities offer them- 
felves, from inclination and choice. Among 
th^ie is religion to be found ? Does religion 
fland at the head of them ? Do you delight 
in the fhidy of the foriptures ? Do you delight 
in public worlhip ; in its adorations, its prayers, 
its praifesji its thankfgivings ? Do you delight 

in 



On ^h^ Sin ^ dijjemhimg with Go J, %$y 

iof cpipin:xemQrating the atOpiqg death of yout 
Redeemer at his Sacmmental tablp ? . Do you 
delight in n^editations upon God ; upon his 
goodoefs and mercy ; upon falvatipn through 
Chriftjf upon the hope of dwelling with Him 
la hplincj^ and happinefs hereafter ? Qo you 
delight to co^verfe privately with youa? fiunily 
or with a Chriftian frieo^r on theie jubje6b ? 
Do you %d all qthef* plefif^rcis m4 afft^sfao 
tions unintereiHng and dead, whtPi ic^pnopared 
with thofe which have religion at. th^ root ? 
If not ; you dp npt give to God thfi ^rfl; place 
in , your heart, ; Yqxx do but diiii^rif^bljp with • 
Him, when you profeJ(s that you lovi^ |iim 
above alLthings. . = r* : 

. I will mention o^^y one example^, more* 
When you are inforpiedr of the events,, which 
beial anothes perfou,. yon rejqicer if they are 
fuqh .a$' proipote hisr wfofldly ^dvaf^tage ; you 
lament,; if vthey impair it. Do you exper 
lience greater joy, w^hen you are ajSured of 
hi? advancement in religion ? Dp you expe- 
rience greater forrow^j if you learn th^t; be has 
gone backward in thfi ways of rightepuiiiiefs ? 
Do you judge of all changes in the iitu^ation of 
a perfon for whom you are interefted, princi- 
pally by the influence which they feem likely 
to have on his religious prp4pe6ls ? STou hear 
that he has entered into jdl%«ilate of nuirriage. 

Do 
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Do you at once feel more Iblicitous to en- 
quire whether his wife be fteadily pious ; 
than whether Ihe be of fiiperior undcrftahd- 
ing, accompliihed^ and rich ? He removes to 
a diftant part of the country. Are you more 
grieved to learn that he is thrown into the 
hands of companions calculated to endanger 
his falvation; than to be informed that bis 
new place of abode will probably be deftrtic- 
tive of his health ? He has loft his child or 
the wife of his bofbm. Are your prayers 
that his affliAion may be fanAificd more fer- 
vent than thofe for its removal ? You ponder 
on fchemes and labour in exertions for his 
benefit. In all your plans, in all your efforts, 
are you more anxious to be made the inflru- 
fnent of ftrengthening him in faith and good 
works> than of forwarding his temporal fuc- 
ceft : of guarding him from thofe evils which 
war againft the foul, than from thofe which 
afTault the body ? If- not ; you do not give to 
God the firft place in your heart. You do 
but difiemble with Him, when you profefs 
that you love Him above all things ; that all 
which the Lord your God commandeth, you 
will do. 

IV. My brethren ! a part at leaft of the 
words of the prophet, as delivered in the text, 

is 
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is applicable to your oonduft this day. By 
prefenting yourfelves in this houfe of God, 
you have in faft faid to his minifters. Pray 
for us unto the Lord our God ; and according 
unto all that the Lord our God Jball fqy^ fo de- 
clare unto us and we will do it. *^ Offer up 
** unto God on our behalf the fupplications 
recorded in the liturgy of our church. And 
in your difcourfe from the pulpit, explain 
" to us from the word of God our duty as 
" Chriflians, and we will perform it.'* 
Whether the remaining words of the text, 
the charge which Jeremiah pronounced againft 
the Jews, Ye have diffemhled in your hearts j 
be alio applicable to you, is a quellion which 
it is not mine to decide. The truth is known 
to the Searcher of hearts. It is open and 
naked before the eyes of Him from whom no 
fccrets are withdrawn. It is difcoverable by 
you : by every one for himfelf. Examine 
yourfelves, when you are returned to privacy 
at home, by that fcriptural rule; which I have 
ftated and endeavoured to exemplify for youi* 
inftruftion. Accompany that examination ' 
with humble prayer for the grace of the Holy 
Spirit; that he may enlighten your under- 
{landings, awaken your confciences, and en- 
able you to judge fincerely and impartially 
whether your hearts ere lledfaft with God, 

or 
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or whether you are diflemblers in his fight. 
The neceffity, the fupreme importance, of 
fiich an examination I would prefs upon you 
in the ftrorigeft language. Do I recomrttend- 
it to any among you even with greater eameft- 
nefs than to others ? It is to thofe, who flat- 
ter thcmfelves that they ftand in need faf it 
the leaft. I would detain you from it no 
longer than while I recal to your thoughts 
the vengeance which has overtaken thofe, 
who in former ages diflembled with God ; ven» 
geance ordained to be an emblem and a pledge 
of the certainty of that perdition, which fliall 
for ever overwhelm all who diiTemble with 
Him in their hearts. What befel the diffemblers 
of the old world ? They periflied to a man in 
the deluge. What befel the congregation of 
Ifrael, when they refufed to render to God 
their covenanted obedience, and to march 
forward at his command into the land of Ca*' 
naan ? They periflied to a man in the wilder- 
nefs. What befel the Jews who refufed to 
liften to Jeremiah, and obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord to dwell in Judea ? They were 
overtaken in Egypt by the king of Babylon, 
from whofe power they imagined themfelves 
fecure ; and were utterly and miferably de- 
ftroyed. Concerning the diflTemblers in the 
old world, God proclaimed; / %viU dejlroy 

them 
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lb em from off the face of the earth. Of the dif- 
fembling congregation of Ifrael in the days of 
Mofes^ he Iblemnly affirmed ; They Jball not 
fee the land. I have Jworn in my wraths that 
they Jball not enter into my reji. Of the Jews 
who diffembled when they enquired concern* 
ing his will by Jeremiah, he pronounced ; Be- 
hold 1 will fend Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon ; and willfet his throne in Egypt. Ye 
Jball die by thefwordy by the famine, and by the 
peftilencey in the place whither ye defire to go 
and to fojoum. None Jball efcape. All thefe 
predifted judgements were pun<Jlually ac- 
compliflied. So fhall be accomplifhed every 
word of God. Where are all the un- 
repenting diffemblers of all paft ages now ? 
They are referved in chains and datknefs un- 
to the judgment of the great day. Where 
fliall be all the unrepenting diffemblers of the 
prefent age ? They fhall be referved in thfe 
iame chains under the fame darkneis to the 
fame judgement. All liarf, laith the Lord ; — 
and of all liars who is the moft guilty, but he 
who diffembleth with his Grod }^--j4ll liars Jball 
have their portion in the lake which burnetb 
with Jire and brimjione (fj. Whoever thou 
art, who diffemblcft in thine heart with thy 
Judge ; look forward to the hour that 

(/) Rev. xxi. 8. 

awaiteih 
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awaitcth thee if thou abideft in' thy diflimula* 
tion. Loak forward to the hour when 
thofe dreadful words, Thou hafl not lied uAto 
men but unto God, at the found of which Ana- 
nias fell down dead, (hall be to thee the fen- 
tence of death eternal. 

And is hope then excluded ? Is the? dif- 
lembling heart irreclaimable ? There id One^ 
to whom nothing is impoffible. There is 
One whofe transforming power hypocrify it- 
fclf cannot efcape. Tbe preparation of the 
heart is from tbe Lord Qf) In his hand the 
flone becomes flefh, the fcarlet white as fnow^ 
In his hand all things are renewed. Cleanfe, 
your bands, yejinners: purify your bearts^yedou^ 
hle-minded{h). Behold, we were born in fm : 
how Ihall we be cleanfed ? We are altogether 
vile : how fliall we be purified ? liot by migbty 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord 
of Ho/is. I am with yotf, faith the Lord of 
Ho/is. According to tbe word that I cove-* 
nanted with you, my Spirit remainetb among 
you. Fear ye not (i). AUelulia ! Glory be to 
thee, Lord God Omnipotent ! Light is arifen 
on my darknefs. J can do all things through 
Cbri/l who frengtbeneth me. Do we yet lin- 



{g) Prov, xvi. 1. {h) JamccJ, iv. S, (i) Zech. i\\ 6. 

Haggiai, ii. 4, 5. 
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ger ? Come ye^ and let us walk in the light of 
the Lord (i). Let us be wife, while there is 
yet time for wifdom. Let us rend our hearts 
and turn unto the Lord : let iis fear and ferve 
him in Jincerity and truth. Let us defer not to 
pay our vows unto the Mo/i High. Let us join . 
ourfelves unto the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
that Jb all not he forgotten (/). 

(k) Philipp. rv. 13. Ifaiah, ii. 5. (J) Joel, ii. 13. . 

Jofliua^ xxiv. 14. £ccl. v. 4. Jerem. 1. 5. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the Nature and the Confequences of 
Excufes for not giving up the Heart to 
Religion. 



LUKE, xiv. 1 8. 

And they aU'witb one Confent began to make 

Excufe. / 

TNSTRUCTION poffeffes peculiar force, 
-*- when derived from incidents which in- 
tereft the mind. Fails feize upon the me- 
mory more powerfully than precepts. Thr 
recoUeftion of the former recalls the remem- 
brance of the latter. The precept, thus re- 
called, prefents itfelf under charaAers of 
animation and propriety, which confer addi- 
tional energy on its native importance. 

It was the ufual pra<^ice of our Saviour, 
when favourable opportunities arofe, to take 
advantage of circumftances immediately pafi- 
iing before the eyes of his followers for the 

purpofe 
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puirpofe of imprcffing religious truth. When 
he ^oke the vfi^ords which have been recited, 
he was fitting at meat at the table of a weal- 
thy Pharifee. From the antecedent part of 
the chapter it appears' that he had already* 
taken occafion twice, from incidents which 
occurred at this entertainment, to deliver an 
important leflbn to thofe who were prefent. 
Firft'; in reproving the pride which inApelled 
them eagerly to contend for the places ac- 
counted the moft honourable ; he taught tHe 
excellence of humilitj^ in thfc fight' of mei^ 
asr wdl as of God. And afterwards, he ad- 
moniiHed them not to be anxious^ when they 
prepared a dinner or a* fuppet, to affemble 
their opulent relations and neighbours, in 
order that they niight be themfelves invited 
to ffeafts in return : but ratlier to call to their 
table' the poor, the blind, and the diftreffed, 
from whom they could look for no retribu- 
tion, that God, the friend of the v\rretched, 
niight bleft them, and rccompence them at 
the refurre<^on of the juft. A perfon of the 
company was forcibly ftruck with thefe 
djfcourfes ; and exclaimed, Bieffed is he that 
Jball eat bread in the kingdom of God : blefleci 
is he who (hall bfe received as an aiTociate of 
the promifed Redeemer; and after having 
been admitted as a member of his kingdom 

O z upon 
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upon earth, Ihall finally become a partaker of. 
the glories and happinefs of heaven. Whether' 
this man believed Jefus Chrift to be the pro- 
mifed Redeemer is very doubtful. Our Lord . 
however replied to the obfervation by a pa- 
rable : in which he predicted that numbers, 
who profeffed a zealous delire to hear and 
obey the gofpel, would difregard and rejeft: 
it when preached to them ; and would prefer 
the purfuits of the prefent world to the fal- 
vation of their fouls. A certain many faid 
he, made a great /upper y and bade many. God ^ 
has prepared a glorious kingdom for thofe 
who Ihall embrace and ftedfaftly obey the . 
gofpel of his Son ; and has invited all tha , 
human race to participate in its bleflings* 
And be fent his fervant at /upper time, to /ay 
to them that were hidden, Come : /or all things 
are now ready. At the period ordained from 
eternity Jefus Chrift appeared upon earth, 
and preached the gofpel to the Jews. After 
his afcenfion he preached it by his difciples 
to many other nations. At this day he. . 
preaches it by his minifters to you, and to 
millions in various parts of the world. He 
now invites you, as in former ages he invited 
the Jews and the Gentiles, to come unto Him 
for falvation ; and encourages you with the 
affurance that you cannot be more folicitou3 

to 
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'■ to afk than he is to beftow. How did the 
Jews, to whom the offer was firft made, re- 
ceive it ? They all with one confent began to 
make excufe. The Jirft faidy I have bought a 
piece of ground y and I mufi needs go and fee it. 
I pray thee have me excufed. And another faid, 
I have bought fhe yoke of oxen, and Igo to prove 
them. I pray thee have me excufed. jind another 
faidy I have nidrried a wife: and therefore I can- 
not come. The nature of thefe excufes will be 
examined hereafter. At prefent it is fiifficient 
to obferve that all the reft who were invited 
had their pretences ready, fome of one kind, 
fome of another, for not going to the feaft. 
All began to make excule. So that fervant 
came, andjhewed his Lord thefe things. Then 
the ma/ier of the houfe, being angry, faid to his 
fervant : Go out qiickly into the Jtreets dnd lanes 
of the city ; and bring in hither the poor and 
the maimed, and the halt and the blind. The 
Jews refufed to receivie Jefus Chrift; and 
completed their guilt by crucifying him. 
The anger of God was kindled. He caft 
them off from being his people. He com- 
manded the minifters of his word to go forth, 
and to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles: to 
the nations whom the Jews abhorred as out- 
cafts from the divine mercy ; whom they be- 
held with an eye of fupcrioritynot lefs contemp- 

O 3 tuous 
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tuous than that with which the^poor, the halt, 
and the blind, i£ ftationed as guefts at the ta- 
ble, would have been viewed by the proudeft 
of thofe originally invited to the feaft. Still 
however the gueft- chamber was not full. 
The feroant foid ; Liord^ it is done as thou hqfi 
ctmmanded : and yet there is roam. And the 
Lord /aid unto the fervant\ Go out into thfi 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, by urgent importunity and periiiaiion 
conflrain them to enter, that my houfe may hfi 
filled. For I fay untd you, that none 'of th(kff 
men which were bidden Jhall tqfte (f my fufrper,. 
Though the apoftles preached the Chriftign 
religion with great fuccefs among many na- 
tions of the Gentiles, both in Aiia and £u«- 
rope, and alfo in ibme of the coafts of Africa ; 
yet the kingdom of heaven was not replenifhed 
with inhabitants, nor was the mercy of God 
exhaufted. He has therefore continued dur- 
ing more than feventeen hundred years to 
provide a con{i:ant liipply of minifters of his 
goipel ; and to fend them forth even to the 
moft diftant corners of the earth, and to per- 
ions funk in the loweft ftate of ignorance and 
wretchednefs, with the kindeft offers to every 
man of falvation through faith in the Lord 
Jefiis, and with the mofl urgent invitations to 
accept it. And we know from the certain de- 
clarations 
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ckmtions of prophecy, that he will gracioufly 
.perfcverc, until the clofe of all things^ to invite 
hj his meilengers all mankind to repent and 
ibdieve ; and that all the kingdoms of^thisnjowrld 
Jhall heomie the kingdoms of our Lord and of bis 
-Cifrift. We know that at laft even the Jews 
tfaemfelves fhall look on Him whom their 
fare&thers pierced; that they fhall mourn 
with the deeped: humiliation and anguiih for 
the crucifixion of the great Redeemer ; and 
with * '^ontxite hearts and faith unfeigned ihall 
embrace the go^el, and fhall agaih be re« 
ccived as the people of God. Bttt thofe whto 
4et^ the Lord iof ^^ry, thofe who flight 
Ms oiia-s of fklvation, fhall neither be 
admitted into his <!hurch on earthy nor 
in^o the glorious inheritanoe which he has 
prepared beyond the grave for his fbrV^ 
ants. ' 

Such is the general import of this parable* 
Let us ftudy throi^ the Veiling of Go4 ta 
apply it to ourfelves. 

I. We leam in the fSlrfl place the guilt and 
the dreadful confequences of rejefting Chrifl: ; 
of refufing to believe his religion, or of be- 
lieving without obeying it. Not one ofth&fe 
who were bidden Jhall tafte of my /upper. 
When we had no claim to be delivered from 

O 4 the 
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the punilhment, which by our fins we de* 
. ferved ; much lefs to extend our views to an 
eternity ofhappinefs: the God of mercy was 
jdcafed of his own infinite goodnefs freely to 
c offer to us both thefe bleflings. He offered 
k them to us through the blood of his own Son 
Jelus Chrift. His own Son undertook for our 
Jakes to come down uppn earth; to affume 
the nature of man ; and to die upon the 
crofs, that he might make atonement for our 
.fins, .and purchafe immortal glory for all; who 
would accept him as their Saviour and faith- 
fblly obey his commandments. This is that 
love of Chrifl to wards, fmfiil man> w4iich aflo- 
i^fhes, as the fcriptures teach us, the very angels. 
This is the appointed method of falvation, by 
.which alone we may be faved. It is in vain for 
prefiimptuous men to feek to find fault and 
raife objeftions as to the plan, which the wif- 
dom and the inconceivable kindnefs of God 
vhave chofen for the recovery of the children 
of fallen Adam, It is in vain for any man to 
hope that he may be juftified in any other me- 
thod, or be tendered meet for glory through the 
attainment of any other qualifications, than 
thofe which are plainly ftated in the gofpel. 
If you will not accept falvation in that me- 
thod ; if you will not labour to acquire thofe 
qualifications : you will affuredly perifh, you 

wiU 
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will pcrilh by your own choice. - If' you re- 
jc6l the Son of God ; he will be no Redeemer 
to' you. If you profefs to believe in him, 
but will not make it your conftant aim 
through the influence of divine grace to obey 
him ; you will as certainly pcrilh as if you 
openly denied him. You do in faft deny 
him in the moft decifive manner. You deny 
him by your actions. Whatever your lips 
inay affirm^ your pftions proclaim ; ^'I do 
not acknowledge Chrift to be my Mafter : I 
will not be fiibjeft to his laws.'* He was 
ready- to receive you : but you would not 
liften to his call. The guilt is your own : and 
the confequences are your own. You refiife 
pardon and eternal happinefs : and the arm 
of divine juftice plunges you into hell. • 

Do you complain of hard meafure in thefe 
dealings of God ? Turn to the parable. Sup- 
pofe a perfbn of wealth and eminence to have 
iiiftaified reiterated injuries from an inferior. 
Suppofe the offender overtaken by mifcry, 
and on the brink of ruin. Suppofe the man 
whom he had injured generoufly to interpofe 
in his behalf; to invite the criminal to his 
mansion, and Ipontaneoufly to offer to make 
important facrifices for the Ible purpofe of re- 
ftoring him to fafety and happinefs. Sup- 
pofe this benignity to be met with a difdain- 

ful 
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ful refu&I. Is the viAim of his own dbili* 
nacy and pride to murmur becaufe he is 
abandoned to the confequences of his choice ? 
Or to raife the iiluftration^ if it be poffible, fo 
a refemblance Ibmewhat lefs faint and im- 
perfe<^ of the tranfadion which it ptupo&s 
to pourtray: fuppofe a fubje6: indebted to 
the bounty of his ibvereign for eveiy eartlify 
bleiling to renounce his allpgianoe^ and tp 
crown his ingratitude by the moR, darisg 
treafond. Suppofe him arrefted' by the arm 
of juftice, and even now (landing on the Icai^ 
fold. Suppofe his royal mailer to diipatch 
without folidtation an offer of pardon ; tb 
fling open for his admifiion the door« of -tihe 
palace ; to hold forth to him unqualified for- 
giveness; to propofe to him not merely the 
renovation of favour^ and re-eftablifhment in 
all his antecedent honours and paffeffionfi, 
but additional wealth and privileges and dig- 
nity and power in a meafure far furpailing 
the utmoft ftretch of his imagination* Sup- 
pofe that the exteniion of this compafiion^ the 
exercife of this ineffable goodnefs, co\dd not 
be rendered confiftent with the attributes of 
Ibvereignty, and the general welfare of na- 
tions, by any methods except fiich as would 
neceflarily require the only ion of the mo- 
narch previoufly to become the reprefcnta- 

tivc 
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tivc of the traitor, and in his ftead to fubmit to 
degradation, to fufferings and to death. Sup« 
pose the ion of his own accord to offer to be- 
^come thjB facrifice. Suppofe the father to affent 
to the offer. Suppofe the facrifice to haye.ukcn 
pl^c^. Now fix your eyes <m the objeft of the& 
fihipendous mercies. How do you b^nold hioi^ 
Is he diffolved in tears ? Is he rent by 1^0- 
rnizing reniprfe ? Is he fervently devoting in 
the iincerity of his foul the remainder of hts 
life, the whole of his exertions, of his facul^ 
ties, of his heart to the fervice of his matchlefs 
Inme&^ior P Behold him, if you are aUe to 
foTJsn to yoiufelf the piAure, continuing un^* 
moyed, devoid of gratitude, with enmity un^ 
mitigated) re^<^ng >the offered pardon and aU 
its confequent bleffings with careleffnefs and 
contempt. fidliold aa emblem, a maft in«» 
^equate emblem, of your own madnefs, of 
your own guilt, if you difregard the falvation 
offered through the blood of the Son of God ! 

. IL . Advert in the next place to the excufes, 
which are flated as having been advanced by 
fome of thofe who rejefted the invitation of 
the Lord of the feafl:. The fpirit of the ex- 
cufes alleged by the refl, for all the excufes 
JGlowed from the fame principle in the heart, 
may be inferred from thofe which are fpeci- 

fied. 
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ficd. One faid ; / have bought a piece of 
ground^ and I muft needs go and fee it. Another 
laid ; / have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them. Another faid ; / have 
"fnarried a wife. And for thefe feveral reafbiis 
each of them profeffed that he could not come 
to the entertainment* Our bleffed SavioUr 
well 'knew what was in man. He knew that 
the human heart, unrenewed by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, would naturally be in all 
times and places the fame. The excuies 
which he reprefents thefe defpifers as alleging 
for not attending the entertainment purpolely 
and gratuitoufly provided for them, are pre- 
cifcly fuch as in this our day numbers allege 
:for not attending to religion. They are iuch 
as numbers are bold enough openly to avow, 
*when expediency requires the produftion of 
an apology ; ,or Iuch as vNrhen pricked by 
confcience they fecretly offer to their own bo- 
foms. " Religion," it is declared or whif- 
pered by thefe apologifts for pradlical irreli- 
gion, ^^ is undoubtedly a very excellent thing ; 
and in its proper meaiiire juftly to be ex- 
pefted from all. From every man is re- 
quired a decorous regard to morality : from 
perfbns whofe age or ftation prefcribes gra- 
vity, a higher degree of ftriftnefs : from 
the unoccupied and the unhappy, ftill 
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" greater attention to pious ftudies and em- 
ployments : from the clergy all imaginable 
fancJlity. Nay, we acknowledge, that in all 
men as much religion as is attainable is 
" highly to be defired. We lament that few 
*' perfons attend to religion fo much as they- 
^* might attend. And we are particularly 
" fcandalized at the deficiencies of those, who. 
" have profeffionally taken upon themfelves 
" to be our inftruftors. But on ourfelves 
no demand beyond our prefent practice can 
reafonably be made. Our time and our. 
" thoughts are already abforbed by neceflary . 
" or inevitable avocations. We are engaged 
^^ in the ad:ive buiinefs of life ; and cannot 
*^ find leifure for books and fpeculative rc- 
*' tirement. Our eftates or our mercantile 
*^ concerns call for coatinuar care : and 
we know that he, who makes not pro- 
vifion for his family, negleds the duty of. 
a parent and is worfe than an infideL Or . 
we are occupied in ferving our country as 
members of her legiflature, or as magiftrates, 
*^ or as officers in her fleets or armies, or as . 
belonging to fome of the numerous pro- 
feflions by which fociety is held together ; 
and we are not ignorant that mercy is i?etter. 
than facrifice. Or, if we are unincumbered . 
^^ with any of the engagements which h3.ve 
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been mentioned; we are continually prefled 
by others no Icfs difficult to be avoided ^r 
poftponed. Family conneAions, numerous 
acquaintance and friends, the ordinary re- 
ciprocation of civilities and vifits, the ftat^ 
•' recurrence at home and abroad of innocent 
'* diverfions, bring the day to a clofe almofl 
as fbdn as wre perceive it to have begun. 
Man was born for Ibci^ty, // is not good 
for man to he alone. The fbcial intercourfe 
" of life muft be maintained by the requifite 
obfervance of that courtefy, which an apof- 
tie has enjoined on all men. Harmlefs 
" amufements, effential to mental refrefhmcnt 
and alacrity of fpirits, cannot but be ap- 
proved by a religion which exhorts to checr- 
fulncfs and joy. And, however abfufd may 
have been the disputations of ignorant men ; 
we are for our parts fatisfied that friend- 
fhip is inculcated by Chriftianity. At any 
rate," it is finally obferved, ^' be it bufineft 
or fome lighter occupation which has 
fwallowed up our time ; and even if it be 
acknowledged that with livelier vigilance we 
might have fnatched fbmewhat more fre- 
'^ quent and fomewhat longer intervals for re- 
•^ ligious meditation : we truft that our inat- 
*^ tention has not been fuch as to expofe us 
to Miy extravagant cenfure. We have al- 
ways 
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ways profeiTcd our belief in religicm. We 
have occafionally been prefent at its dfdi- 
*^ nances. We have been indulgent huibands, 
'^ cafeful parents^ kind neighbours^ ufeful mem- 
*^ bers of fociety. And we are univerfally re- 
^' garded as having regulated our conduit by 
'^ the niceil principle of honour^ 

Vainand empty fophiftry, to difguife the yn- 
fubdued Mmi/>< of the carmd miniagainfi God{a)! 

III. Farther: with relfpeift to the excufes 
dbleribed in the pambie^ there are two re- 
neiarks> which I would i^commend- to your 
ferious coniideration. Firft: all the em- 
ployments and engagements, which the pcr- 
:C9ns who were invited pleaded in apology for 
their abfence, were in themfelves pcrfeiftly 
lawful. To purchafe a piece of ground and 
to go to infpeA it was a circumftance in its own 
nature untin6lured with guilt. The cultiva- 
tion of the earth, and induftry in our proper 
callings, are duties which we are repeatedly 
commanded to praftife. Neither is there any 
thing naturally blameable in purchafmg five 
yoke of oxen and going to prove them. Then 
with reipe^l to marriage ; we know that it is 
the appointment of God» and is declared in the 
Scriptures to be honourable for all. Yet ob- 

(a) Rom. viil. 7* 

ferve. 
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fervc, iecondly, that the perfbns who made 
theic exaifes were every one of them con- 
demned. / fay ufito you that none of thofe 
men which were hidden Jball tafle of my fupper. 
If thefe men were thus condemned ; how 
much more dreadful would have been their 
punifhment, if they had excufed themfelves 
for the purpofc of profecuting fbme finful en- 
terprize : if inflead of lawful induftry they 
had meditated ibme difhonefl undertaking; 
if, inftead of honourable marriage, fome plan 
of criminal indulgence had been in view ! 
But, though their purfuits were all lawful-; 
every one of the perfbns was condemned* 
Why was it thus ? Becaufe every one of the 
perfons was worldly-minded. His heart was 
not fixed upon promoting the glory of God, 
and proving by faith and holy obedience his 
love and gratitude to his Maker and Re- 
deemer. His firfl objed: was not to be 
religious ; but to be wealthy, or to profecute 
his own pleafure. The man that purchafed 
the land, and the other that bought the oxen, 
were immerfed in folicitude concerning their 
property and pofTeflions. The cares of this 
world, and the deceltfulnefs of riches , choked the 
word; and It became unfruitful (J?) . Land and 
oxen, and the profit which land and oxien 

(Jb) Matt. xiii. 22. 
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were to produce, were their idols. God' 
and' his laws, Chrift and- thp wonder- 
ful mercies which had been offered at* 
his hand, had little if any fliare of their 
thoughts. The man who had married a 
wife, had contrafted an irreligious marriage, 
or was enfnared. by the confequences of' 
his hiarriage into impiety. He had fliewB/' 
we may conclude, in that trania6lion the un- - 
concern refpeAing religion which pervadiwi 
his charad:er. He had feleifled his conibrt 
merely for her perfonal appearance ; or be^ r 
cauie fhe had an ample fortune ; or becaufc. 
her relations wi^e able to pu(h him into . Iuk; 
drative bufinefs; or for ibme other worldly 
reaibn.' He had ihot .made, it his firfi:^ 
and great Ihidy to learn before-hand whe- 
ther ihe was a truly pious woman, a faithful - 
fervant of the Almighty ; whether flie would: 
be a partner likely t6« helpshim forward in 
the way of falvation, and by iiiftruiftion and 
eacample to train up a family in hc^inefs. Qr 
fiibfequently to his marriage he had permitted 
attention to his wife to fuperfede that which 
was due to his God. Each therefore of theper- 
fbns invited, having preferred things temporal 
to things eternal was juftly condemned. 
Tbey that are after the Jlejb do mind the things 
rftbe JJeJb : but they that are after the Spirit 
Vol. L P the 
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the things tf the Spirit. To be fpirittudfy^ 
minded is life and peace : to be< carnalfy'^ininded 
is death ((?)* 

My brethren ! the parable which has been 
explained, while it affords, an exa<% pidure of 
the prefent flate of multitudes who pr,Qle& 
themfelves to be. Chriftiws, holds forth ^ i<H 
lemn warning to all peribnsy who are^tbffi 
day endeavouring to make ezcufes for den^«* 
ing to religion the empire of their hearts. I£ 
ixt tempera or in conduct you are an opea 
tranfgreilbr of the goipel; as furely 9s tjm 
word of God is true, you ane in a ftate of 
damnaticm. The gulf of deftruiSion flarea 
you in the face ; and, unlefs; you: repent aadb 
become a new^ man, will diofe upon you £» 
ever. But this parable, in conformity, to nittf 
ny other parages in the New Teftament^r 
teaches you the no lefs. aweftil leilbn; tfaatt 
you will be condemned : at the i day of judgo#; 
ment, if you fiiffer any one of the lawful och 
cupations oi: lawful pleailire^^ of this life to be? 
the principal objeft of your purfiiit. Yet 
how frequently do we fee people reiigning 
themfelves to fuch idols ; and find every argUf% 
ment inefFeftual to convince them that they: 
are in the dired: road to eternal ruin. With: 

(c) Rom. viii. 6, 7* 
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ibtxvb^ wealth is th6 idol. They rife up earfy, 
and go late to reft, and eat the bread of careful- 
*fels, day after day, and year after year. Theit* 
minds are filled with plans for the improvcracnt 
df their ground, and the advantageous difpofal 
of its produce ; or with fchemes to draw cuft 
tomers to their eompting-houfe or their £hop» 
and to lay in their commodities at the cheapeft 
jfate ; or t6 place-out their money on the beft 
fecnrity, and at the higheft inter eft. At thti 
coA of every year they are become richeiif : 
tut they are not become more ihcfiited to te^ 
l^btl. They have Increafed in poCeffions : 
Itet they have not grown in grace. The/ 
have^ accumulated lubftance on earth: bi:^ 
fearri' fi^t kid lip treafufe in the fi^t of God^ 
Diit4k^ all this time they ima^ne that thtf 
flhre r^gious : and are even reisuly to profe^ 
ij <x>n?vi Aion diat this icraping laboriotis life it 
dtie prck>f of religion. How hardening is thd 
deceiffulriefi of fin (rf) ! How daricening ik4 
toiifehfee of a woridly fpirit ! What Ipecioui 
evidence have they to produce of their religion!^ 
Let their caufc be exhibited in the mofl* favour* 
able light They have not been fpendthrifbr 
They have obferved common honcfly in theii^ 
dealings. They have feldom omitted theif" 
forms- of devotion at the returns of night 

(cO ttcb. ivl. 13. 
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and of morning. They have attended 
public worfliip, and even the facrament, with 
decent frequency. But let every perlbn p^ 
this defcription anfwer to himfelf a ihort 
queftion : Where has your heart been fixed ? 
On the next w^orld, or on this ? Your anfwer 
will tell you that, if you die in your prefent 
iiate, your .condemnation is certain and jufti, 
Others m^e pleafures and amufements theii^ 
idols;. They conceive that, becaufe they are tin-t 
der no. pecuniary neceflity of addifting them^ 
felves^to Jtti^cfiiic^.they need not difappoint theit 
inclinations. They do not mean, they profefSj^ 
^ live wickedly: but they think that they 
have a right to entertain themfelves. Amufe-^ 
ments . accordingly conftitute their leading 
purfuit. .Hounds and horfes, or other, . iports 
of the field.; or .public places and unprofitable 
yifiting and the indolent perufal of trifling and 
vninftmcSive books, take pofleffion of their 
time and their thoughts^ The . amufements 
which each-pcrfon feleds for himfelf ndepend:. 
on his fituation,. and other accidental circum- 
ftances. - But of all fuch perfons, amufement, 
whatever ihape it may aflume, is the <jbje<9-r. 
Aftd becaufe they follow fuch. amufenientS; as 
are not in their own nature neceffarily finful; 
qji.d becaufe they are not regardlefs of thC; 
forms of devotion, and Jbme other outward 
: , . duties 
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duties of rcligibn ; fhey flatter tliemfelves 
that they are fuffidiently good Chnftians. Bulf 
let luch perfons" alfo be liflced : Whci^e hftS 
your heart been fixed? Can you think thtfi 
the life which you have led has been to live 
unto God and unto Chrift ? Has your life 
been that of a man who feeks firft the king^ 
dom of God and his right eoufnefs ? The pet* 
ions who were prcvioufly defcribed pcrilh by 
the cares and the riches of the world. You pc* 
rifli by its idlenefs and its pleafures. Induftry, 
grounded on Chriftian motives, and governed 
by Chriftian rules, is not only not a fin, but 
an abiblute duty. Recreations, innocent in 
their nature, and moderate in degree, are at 
proper times beneficial and neceffary, But if 
either the acquifition of money, or the purfuit 
of amufement, be the leading objed: of your 
thoughts and wiflies, the ruling principle of 
^our heart: ceafe to imagine that you are 
xeligious ; anticipate the condemnation which 
awaits you. I dwell not on other idols. 
'Wbat though power and learning, and repur 
'•ation, have alfo their worlhippers ? I5 the 
5.dolatry of another man a vindication of 
^ours? God acknowledges none as his fer- 
^Xrants, except thofe whofe predominant defire 
^nd delight is to promote his glory ^nd qbey 

P3 l^is, 
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his commandments. To no others does he 
promife paxdon and grace and falvatiop 
thiough Jclup Chrift. Deceive yonrielf no 
longer* Lean no longer on a broken reed* 
AwBijt with every excufe for delaying to reiign 
your whole heart to your Redeemer. Some 
cxcuies may be more abfiird^ fome may bie^ 
nore preiiimptuous^ than others. But if 
you truft to any ezcuie whatever^ yo^i wU| 
fall into everlafling condemnation. 
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SERMON X. 



On Stedfaftnefs in Obedience to God. 



KUMBERS, XIV. 24. 

But my Servant Caleb y hecaufe he had another 
Spirit with him and hath followed me fully ^ 
him will I bring into the Land. 

nnHE children of Ifrael, about fifteen months 
"^ after their departure from Egypt, were 
now arrived on the borders of the land of 
promife, Mofes, according to the command 
of God, fent forth twelve chofen men, one 
from each tribe, to examine the country : 
and directed them to bring accurate informa* 
tion to their brethren, whether the ibil was 
rich and fruitful or lean and barren ; whether 
the inhabitants were few and feeble, or nu* 
rtieyous and warlike; whether they were 

P 4 dwellers 
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dwellers in tents, or in cities and ftrong holds. 
The twelve fpies, after having been engaged 
during forty days in executing the commif- 
lion, returned. They delivered a moft fa- 
vourable account of the fertility of the land 
of Canaan. They defcribed it as indeed 
flowing with milk and honey. And among 
other Ipecimens of the luxuriance of its pro- 
duftions, they brought with them a clufter of 
grapes fo vaft in fize^ that it was carried be- 
tween two of them upon a ftafF. But the re-^ 
mainder of their report filled the camp of Is- 
rael with alarm. They reprefented the peo- 
ple of Canaan as men of great ftature, Ibme 
of them even as giants, and as dwelling in- 
very large and fortified cities. And ten of 
the Ipies vehemently diffuaded the Ifraelites 
from attempting to enter the country ; and 
averred that its inhabitants w^ere far toa 
mighty to be attacked by them with any hope 
of fuccefs. The other two Ipies, Caleb and 
Jolhua, remained firm in dependence upon^ 
God. They protefted againft the impious 
cowardice of their aflbciates. They earneftly 
entreated their countrymen not to rebel againft 
the ordinance of the Lord, who had com- 
manded them to go up and take pofleffion 
of the land ; who had promifed to beftow it 
upon them and their children for ever ; and- 

who 
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•who had proved himfelf able, by his formet 
glorious deeds on their behalf, to crown them 
with viftory over the moft powerful ene- 
mies. Their entreaties and exhortatioatf 
were thrown away. The congregation of 
Ifrael prepared to ftone to death thefe faithful 
fervants of the Moft High. The divine in^ 
dignation was awakened. God inftantly dc- 
ftroyed the ten fpies who had impelled the 
Ifraelites to tranfgrefs : and pronounced 
this aweful fentence on all among the rebel- 
lious congregation who had attained the agef , 
of twenty years, that they ihould wander 
until they died in the wildernefs, and fhould 
never fet their feet on the promifed land. 
But to his fervants Caleb and Jofhua, who 
had fully followed him in ftedfaft obedience, 
he repeated his gracious affurance, that th^ 
fliould enter into the land and poflefs it. 

The events, which on this occafion took 
place in the hoft of Ifrael, bear a ftriking re^* 
femblance to thofe, which at the prefent day 
are frequently feen to occur on the ftibjed: of 
religion. We perceive numbers purfuing 
the example of the ten fpies and their difbbe- 
dient countrymen. And fome, through the 
bleffing of God, we behold walking in the 
fteps of Caleb and Jolhua. On the condu^ 
of perfons of each of thefe two defcriptions 

I pro-- 
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I propoie ieparately to offer ibme obfervations ; 
and fhall afterwards endeavour to fumiih 70a 
with the means of judging for yourfelvcs 
which of the two claffcs of men it will be 
your wifdom to take for your pattern. May 
the divine grace render what you hear con* 
ducive to your edification ! 

L Let me in the firft place call your atten* 
tion to a clafs of men very numerous in the 
world; men who allow that piety is com^^ 
mendable^ and even profefs that they are de«» 
firous of paying what they term a reaibnable 
regard to religion : but, having no true love 
of holinefs in their hearts, are continually tak* 
ing alarm at difficulties, and on the watch to 
raife objed:ions. Obferve how nearly the 
character and conduft of fuch perfons refem- 
ble thofe of the ten fpies. The ten fpies ac» 
knowledged the excellence of the land which 
they had fearched. They faid tmto Mofes ; 
We came unto the land whither thou fenteji us^ 
and furely itjloweth with milk and honey : and 
this, added they, while they pointed to the 
figs and the pomegranates and the wonderful 
duller of grapes, this is the fruit of it. So 
the profeflcd Chriftians of whom we ipea^ 
are ready to fay : " We know what religion 
•* is ; we have examined it, and we underftand 

"it. 
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^' it. We admit that the Scriptures are exQ^ 
^^ lent books; aad that the ^fpel gives mi&tif 
•^ adjnirable dlre^ions. We are fully pf opjt* 
nion that chriilianity is well adapted 1I0 
produce tranquillity and good order, aad 
honefly, and charitable a6lions, and other 
valuable fruits among men. And we doubt 
*' not that it fecures great rewards in re- 
*' verfion to all who lead exemplary lives/* 
On the fpiritual nature of true piety, on the 
intriniic odioufnefs of {in> on the necdGty of 
a radical change of heart, and on other dtilin*- 
guilhing features of the do£irine which is ac^ 
cording to godlinefs, fiich perfbns commonly 
are filent. They commend religion, as the 
ten fpies commended the land of Canaan, 
loudly as to ipnie particulars, but with va- 
TipQ^ pbje^ons in referve : ot^edions which 
in their cafe weigh, like thofe of the ipies, 
much more than all the flibjeAs and circum* 
il^Eices qf their praiie. 

NevertbeJe/s, faid the ten ipies, NruerfbeJeJr 
the land through which we have gone to fearch 
it, is a land that eatetb up the inhabitants 
thereof. The heart now began to unfold 4tfelf» 
The real difpofition began to produce its na- 
tural effeds upon the condu£L Thefe men had 
no fure confidence in God. They placed no 
firm reliance on his pronnife of protedion. 

They 
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They poiTeiTed not that fervent love for him, 
which fills the bplbm with a prevailing dc- 
fire to obey him. They fecretly hankered 
after the flelh-pots of Egypt : and did not re- 
gard the promifed land with all its bleflings 
as worthy of being purchafed by the trouble 
and exertions, which were neceffary in order 
to obtain it. Hence they looked around for 
obje^ons, which might ferve as excufes for 
their own difbbedience, and might alfo deter 
their countrymen from making the attempt. 
They brought up an evil report on the land 
which they had fearched ; Joying, It is a land 
which eateth up the inhabitants thereof. Thus 
the clafs of profefifed Chriftians now under 
confideration, men whofe defire is to live not 
unto Chrift, but unto themfelves ; men who 
acknowledge the truth of the gofpel, but love 
not the doArines which it reveals, and ftill 
lefs the holinefs which it requires ; fiich men 
gladly try to flielter their breach of duty by 
bringing up an evil report on a life of godli- 
neis. " The fcrvice of religion," they exclaim, 
*' is a hard fervice. It is a fervice which wears 
" away and confiimes thofe who engage in it.** 
Again ; the fpies proceeded to fet forth and 
to magnify the difficulties which muft be iuf^ 
tained, and the obftacles which muft be fiir^ 
mounted, previoufly to the day when the 

land 
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land of Canaan could be fecurcdi The peo-^. 
pie, laid they, be Jirong, that dwell in the, 
land : . and the cities are walled and very great. 
We he not able to go up again/1 the people ; for 
th^y are Jironger than we. , So thefe nominal 
Chriftians eagerly bring forward into notice,, 
and heighten with every extravagance of ex- 
aggeration^ the trials which attend a Ghrii-; 
tian life. They deicribe the temptations,, 
againijb which the Chriftian ha3 to maintain a 
conflid:, as almoft irrefiftible. ** His duty/V 
they cry, " is moft fevere; his watchfulhcis 
"unremitting; his labour extreme ; his luc*.: 
cefs very doubtful, and in appearance nearly 
bopelefs." And moreoever, continued the 
fpies, wefaw the children of Anak there: there 
we fofw the giants, the fans of Anak which come 
of the giants. ^^ In addition too," exclaim, 
the nominal Chriftians, " to the hardihips ial^ 
ready enumerated as awaiting us in the^ 
paths of religion ; we there perpeive thoift 
" enemies of happinefs, tiiofe, dbjeSs of qur. 
abhorrence and our dread, obloquy, roortiiie:' 
cation and felf-denial. Who," they . ide**: 
mand, in the language of S,t. Paul, but m 
a ipirit directly oppoiite to that by which the 
apoftle was governed; "Who LgrfuiEcient: 
^* for thefe things ?" Inwarfily ayerjfe to .Xh?iXi 
rightepufnels which the Scriptures enjom; 
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thc^ &xLdLiovAj repfcfent it as unattainaMe, 
diitl lisibour to render it unacceptable. Intent . 
om framing apologies for declining to de* 
tt)te tiKjmfelves to God ; and foUcitous ta 
DkktdicaVie tbcmlblves by the authority an<t 
fijppovt oif coT4>panions in fm : they fcrupler 
notr W delineate the Father of mercies as a 
hard Maft^ ;. and his fervice as difficult and- 
toilibrae beyond the ability of man^ and there- 
fore, as in fbi^etfulnefs or contempt of the pro- 
mifed grace. of the Holy Spirit they blindly and 
psefumptUdully pronounce^ exceeding in its 
prefeiibed extent the bounds of human duty, 

M. JSfttf my fervant CaJehy faith the Lord", 
had amtber Spirit with bint, and bath foUoruded 
me juUy, "Bie Jiilled tbe people before Mofes^ 
and^faidy together with Jolhua ; het us go up 
at^ once and pojfefs tbe land t for we are welt 
aBl0 ttf overcome it. If tbe Lord deligbt in us, 
then be will bring us info tbe land, and give ft 
US'V aland wbicb fowetb witb milk andboney. 
Qniy rebel not ye again/i tbe Lord : neitber fear 
ye tbe people of the land ; for tbey are bread 
fiif Us. Tbeir defence is departed from tbem; 
and tbe Lord is wltb us. Fear tbem not. Ca- 
leb had' n6 apprehenfions ; he fooked not 
aaround tor objedions ; he raifed up no diffi* 
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culties. Anii why? Becau& he JoUov^dr $hf 
iMrd JuUy. He placed etitire confidence iii 
God* He knew that whatever God pro^ 
mifed^ he was able to perfarm. The fbt>iig 
people that dwelt in the land> the cities waUnd 
and very great, the fons of Anak who vmsi^ 
giants, he regarded as nothing. He beheld 
with the eye of faith the Lord of hofts going 
before him to battle, and calling down 9^ 
enemies undop his feet. His heart was widi 
his God. He delighted' to obey the dbrin^ 
commands. Only rebel not ye agm$^ Hbi 
Lord. This was his main defire both for hid 
countrymen and for himfelE To the protec* 
tion of the God whom he. love^ he com« 
mitted himfelf. Confequenccs ha left to Qny- 
oipotence. His own concern was diuty: 
^ All the labours, all the fufFerings, to whicH 
^ it may pleafe my heavenly King t» fiimmoft 
^* me, will be lightened by his neverv^failinjg 
^' goodnefs, and will be abundantly overpaid 
" by his promifed inheritance.;' His heart 
^ke thus ; and was at reft. 

Through the grace of God, and iti H 
through that grace alone, there are thofl) 
among the Chriftians of our own days who 
are animated by the fpirit of Caleb and of 
Jofliiia. They follow the Lord fully/ Rcli- 
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^on is their choice ; holinefs their delight. 
Thoroughly convinced of the truth of God^ 
<Kf the mercies of redemption, of the glories 
of the world to come. They hefitate not to 
fcoicomitcr the toils of Chriftia© warfare. 
They are not ignorant of the ftrength of their 
enemies. They ^ are awzure that it is far 
greater than it is imagined or reprefented to 
be by the worldly-minded men, who refufe 
tD encounter it. ^' We know," they reply 
to tfce deceivers who would perfiiade them 
to fluink back from the courfe of duty ; 
** we know that we have to contend with the 
flefli and the world ; with the corruption of 
our own hearts; with your evil cuftoms, 
your Icoffs and your Ihares; with Satan and 
his angels, the principalities and powers of 
" darknefs. But we are ready to fet the 
*^ battle in array. We are ready to go forth 
*^in the name of our God. Mightier is he 
*' that is with us than they that are againft 
us. His ftrength is perfefted: in our weak- 
nels. His grace is fufficient for us : and 
^^ is able to niake. us more than conquerors 
^^: through him that loved us, even through 
V Jefus. Chrift." : 

. III. You are now acquainted with the differ- 
ent ipirit of two different claffes of perfons to 

be 
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be found among modem Chriftians. Which 
of the two do you judge to be in the right ? 
Which of the two do you efteem the wifcr ? 
Come and lei us reafon together on this iubje6L 
The Ifraelites were direfted to fearch out and 
examine the land of Canaan by means of 
their fpies^ before they iliould attempt to take 
poifeffion of it. In the fame manner Chrift 
admoniihes thofe, who are defirous of be- 
coming his difciples, to Jit dawn Jirft and 
count the coji {a). Not that the IfraeUtes were 
left at liberty in point of duty to choofe and 
determine for themfelves whether they would 
proceed into Canaan, or not. Neither are you 
left at liberty in point of duty to determine 
fpr yourfelves whether you will be religious 
or not. The Ifraelites were commanded to 
proceed into Canaan, and you are commanded 
to be religious, under pain of the wrath of 
almighty God. Why then are you required 
to fit down and count the cpft of being feli- 
^ous ? For the fame reafon for which the 
Ifraelites were inflrufted to fearch out the land 
of Canaan : namely, that through the pro- 
xnifed affiflance of Him from whom is the pre'* 
paration of the heart (i), you may prepare 
your minds beforehand for the tafk which you 

(a) Luke, xiv. 28—33. {I) Prov. xvi. 1. 
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have to perform ; and may thoroughly under-* 
{land the greatnefs of the promifed reward. 

Do not imagine that for the purpofe, as it 
were, of deluding you into the iervice of re- 
ligion I would reprefent that fervice as cafy. 
Whatever may be the bleffings, prefent or fu- 
ture which it may hold forth ; unqueftiopably it 
abounds with difficulties, and requires conAant 
and laborious exertion. And what valuable 
purfuit b there which does pot? But with re* 
Ipeft to every valuable purfuit the deci^vc 
queftion is not whether difficulties and iacri* 
iices are to be expe<fted : but whether there be 
folid ground for trufting that the difficulties dx^ 
facrifices will be compenfated by the attain-r 
ment of the objeft Y^hich you puriue. The 
hufbandman cheerfully gives up his time and 
eafe^ and iiibmits to watchfulnefs and hard- 
fhip, in cultivating his fields: for he hopes 
for an ample retribution in the harveft. The 
merchant commits his property to the winds 
and waves, traverfes the ocean, faces the vi- 
ciffitudes of climates, recoils not from fatigue 
and danger, from iulpenfe and anxiety : for 
he looks forward to a cargo, which Aiall 
abundantly remunerate his labours. Coniider 
whether the rewards, which religion enfures 
to her followers, are proportionate to the 
nature of the fervice w^hich fhe demands. But 

beware 
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beware of cftimatiQg amtong hardfliips injunc* 
tions which are bleilings. 

What then are the difficulties and facrijScw 
to which you muft fiibmit, if you wouid be 
fervants of rcli^on? " There arc mao^r 
" things," you reply, '* many things rooted 
*^ in our nature, and dear to fkih and blood) 
*^ which we muft renounce." What m^ 
you renounce ? " We muft renounce oar 
'^ evil paffions; as pride, anger, fretfulne^i 
^' envy, revenge.'* And is this a grieTOUJ 
i^rifice ? Will anger make you happy I V^iU 
fretfulne& make you happy } Will pnde> Of 
«ivy, or revenge, make 3?ou happy ? Whcii 
j^u have indulged any of the& wicked tern** 
pers, does the recolle^ion of them diffuib 
eomfort over your bofbm ? Can y6u feriouily 
iay ; " As I wifh to be happy to-^morrow, I 
therefore hope that tormorrow I ihall ht 
ad:uated by paffion, that I (hall be fretful^ 
^^ and proud, and envious, and revengeful K* 
Can you feriouily fay, that you believe max 
of'fuch di^ofitions to be more happy than 
thpfe, whom religion has rendered mild, caav' 
tented, humble, rejoicing in the pro^erity g^ 
others, replete with kindnefs, compailion, zjod 
forgivenefs ? Your own hearts tcU you that 
the real facrifice is not tQ renounce thoft 
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tempers, but to retain them : that their fer- 
vice, not that of religion, is the hard fer* 
vice. 

Let us proceed in our examination. What 
more does religion require you to renounce? 
She requires us to renounce intemperance, 
and other fenilial pleafures." And are thcfe 
grievous fecrifices? Compare the gratification 
which the finner obtains from his brutal in- 
dulgences with the prefent blcffings which he 
lofes by them. Take drunkennefs for an ex- 
ample. Does the drunkard derive as large 
an amount of pleafure from drunkennefs, as 
tha temperate man from temperance ? Con- 
template the drunkard drenching himfelf in 
the poifbn which is fccretly deftroying him ; 
roaring out curfcs in the midfl: of compa- 
nions like himfelf; and joining in their pro- 
fane fongs and licentious merriment. Fol- ' 
low him to his home, to the wife and chil- 
dren whom, perhaps he ftarves: fee them 
terrified by his fury, or funk in anguifh by his 
guilt. Vifit him the fucceeding morning. 
Behold his reddened eyes, his bloated vifage, 
Tiis trembling hands, his lifllefs and languid 
frame. Behold him racked with remorfe 
for the fins of the pafl evening ; or in a flatc 
infinitely more pitiable, utterly infenfible of 
them, and prepared for the next opportunity 

of 
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of repeating his iniquity. Now turn tq the 
man whom religion renders temperate. Qb- 
ferve his ferene brow, the emblem of a peaces 
ful bofom. Mark the healthinefs of. bis 
countenance, the alacrity of his ftep. See 
him preffing forward with cheerful induftry 
the buiineis of the day. See; his family iij 
tranquillity, and comfort, and harmony arpund 
him. Judge for yourfelf, whether the fon of 
temperance or the drunkard be the happier 
man. Compare thus in detail the man wb0 
abandons himfelf to any oth?r ui^lawful grar 
tification with his neighbour whom the feai; 
of God preferyes from that fin :, an4 thp co^- 
eluiion will be no lefs clearly in; favour of 
religion. You will again difcQVer that to b^ 
wicked requires the real lacrifice; that the 
hard fervice is the ffervice of gii^ilt. 

What more have you topbjeft tpthew-giyf 
of religion ? *' We are commanded to believf 
" every doiftrine which is <ieclared in th^ 
f* Icripturesj. r^d to. preji^ife eyery ^ixtj 
^* which they enjoin.^^ And do ypu plaf:^ 
theie obligations in the patalpgue of hard* 
Ihips ? Is it a hardfliip to, b^.U^ve thpyrQ^^ 
of the God of truth? ,Is it ^ hard^ip ^o obey 
the commandments, of a wife and holy aqd 
merciful father : .cpnimandmcnt§;,fill qf t^^^ 
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of fuch a nature^ that as you have akeady 
bei^ii conflrained to acknowledge ^ in propor«< 
tion to your obedience to them will be your 
prefent happiheis? ** But our affent ii if©- 
*' quired to doftrines which we cannot fa- 
^ thoni/* Can you explain the growth of a 
blade of gmfs ? Do you eipeft then to fa- 
thom the n&ture and the counfels of the God* 
head? *' But ircligion makeis no allowances. 
*' She profcribes even little and venial fins." 
Whence have you learned that any fin is 
little ) Whence have you learned that any 
aft of rebellion agairift God is venial ? Dd 
huhian laws allow petty theft s> petty frauds^ 
jf>etty outrages ? Do not you know that petty 
thefts^ if unchaftifed^ advance to burglaries; 
^fty frauds to forgeries, petty outrages to 
murder ? How fliall religion fecure you from 
the blackeft enormities otherwifc than by 
J)t^hibiting the firfl rudiments of guilt ? 
How fhaH thfe perfed holinefs of the Deity 
Iderate the flightefl infra6lion of his righte- 
'Atis law ? '' But Chriflianity calls us to coil- 
** ftant watchfulnefs and prayer !'* Thofe 
fluties then you account hardfhips ! You ac- 
fcount it a hardfhip to be obliged conflantly to 
H?vatch againft fins, which you know wiU 
iftiake you miferaWe even in this world : and 

a hard- 
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a hardihip to be required to be conftant In 
prayer to God, by whom alone your watch- 
fulnefs can be rendered fuccefsful, from whom 
alone flows every bleffing which you enjoy, 
Thefe duties, did you poflipfs any true wif- 
dom, you would range among your bleffings. 
Would you be preferyed from the deepeii 
fnares, and the ftrongeft chains of iniquity ? 
Watchftilnefs againft temptation is indilpen^ 
labie. Prayer, more efpecially, is your mofi: 
valuable privilege. For, though a religious 
life brings no hatdfliips ; it is attended with 
difficulties naturally unfurmountable by man. 
It is an unceafing flruggle againil fin and the 
author o{ fin^ It is a continual mortiiicationi' 
of corrupt appetites, a conftant denial of 
jelfiih paffions. It is a warfare to which of 
yoUrfelves you arc utterly unequal. How 
great a blelling is it to be permitted at all timafl 
to apply by prayer to that almighty ProteAor^ 
^hf> alone can give ydu the vidory, who ia 
ever ready td hear the fuppUcations of hia 
people ! , 

Thus then is it evident that the region of 
guilt is the land that eatetb up the inbahit*- 
ant a theYtof. Thus is it evident, on a ju{| 
coftiparifbn, that godlinefs ha(S the pr^mife of 
the life which now is. How mu^ih Riorei has 
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53^ On Stedfqflnefs 

it the ejtclufive promife of that which is to 
come (c) / Here you behold the grand fiipe- 
riority of religion. Here you behold the 
everlafting triumph of the righteous. How-' 
ever diftreffed may be his fituation in this 
world ; however real and however great may 

be the facrifices, however continual and fc- 

> ' ' • ■ 

vere the mortification and felf-denial, - to 
which religion binds him to fubmit ; he rc^ 
pofes with full confidence on his God. He 
looks forward beyond the grave ; and ex- 
claims with the apoftle. My light affliSlions, 
which are but for a moment, work for me an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory {d). He 
knows that^ as long as he remains in the fleih, 
lie is liable to fall ; that if he forfakes his 
Redeemer he Ihall be a caft-away. But he 
walks humbly with his God, and therefore 
leans upon his metcy : he keeps his holy 
commandments, and therefore relies upon the 
continuance of his preferving grace. Would 
you attain to thefe glorious hopes, before 
which the world and its brighteft profpeds 
fade away : to this peace of foul, the delight 
of which they only who have felt it can 
comprehend ? Follow the Lord fully. Re- 
member the example of the rebellious If- 

(c) 1 Tim. IV. 8. {d) 2 Cor. iy. I?. 
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raclites who liftened to the ten unfaithful fpies 
and that of the two ftedfaft followers of God*. 
As truly as I live, faith the Lord, I will furely 
do it unto all this evil congregation that ara. 
gathered together again/i me : in this wilderT^ 
nefs they Jball he confumed, and there they Jhall. 
die. As truly as I live, Jo ^will I do to ym. 
who have murmured againft me. Your car^ 
cafes Jball fall in this wtldernefs. Doubtlefs ye 
fball not come into the land, fave Caleb and 
Jo/hua. My Jervant Caleb, becaufe he had 
another fpirit with him^ and hath followed me. 
fully ; him will I bring into the land. The 
decree was punftually fulfilled. The tea 
^ies were inflantly flruck with death. The 
whole rebellious congregation, one man aftor 
another, was coniumed in the courfe of 
nearly forty years fpent in wanderings -in the 
wildemefs. But after the expiration of that 
period their children and defcendent3, under 
the conunand of Jolhua, who was aflifled by 
his faithful friend Caleb, entered the land 
of Canaan and took pofTellion of it. They 
believed in 'God : and he drove out and de- 
ftroyed their, enemies. 

" But was hot Caleb," you enquire, ^* by 
" this time declining ipto the vale of years^ 
*/ and incapable of c?njoying the promifed 
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*i heritagfe ?'^ When God promifcs, fear not 
kfit the perfbrttiance Ihould prove delulion. 
Hear this ftedfaft fervant of the Lord, when 
he had now employed feveral years after his 
arrival in Canaan in combats for the efiabliih- 
tMtit of his brethren in their allotmeiits 
jftating his otrn claim before Joihua. Tbim 
hmvoeji the thing that the Lordfaid unto Mt^es^ 
tin^ inan ef God, concerning me and thee m* 
Kadejbharnea. Ahd Mofes fuoare on that dixy^ 
Jiiying ; Surely the lahd whereon thy feet benit 
tr9dden Jball he thine inheritance^ and thy chrl^ 
drt/is for ever: becaufe thou baft wht^lly Jil^ 
hwed the Lord thy God. And now y heboid , 
tbt Lor J bath kept me alive, as be f aid, tbt/i 
Jnrty and five yean, even fince the Lord fpaim 
ibis word unto MofeS, mobile the children ^f 
Jfrdel wandered in the wildernefs. And now, 
h, I urn this day fouffcore and five. years old. 
As yet I am as firong this day as I wds in the 
day that Mofes fent me: as my firength was 
then, even Jo is my firength now for war.^ 
N&w therefore give me this mountain, whereof 
the Lord fpake in that day (for thou hear deft 
in that day how the Anaiims were there, and, 
that the cities were great and fenced): if th^ 
Lord will be with me, then I Jball he able to 
drive them out, as the Lord faid. And Jofljuq 
htejfed bim {e) : and according to th? promife 

(e) Jofliua^ xiv. 6—14. xv. 13, 14, 
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of Mofes affigned to him the mountain and 
city of Hebron, which were inhabited by 
thofe giants, the fons of Anak, at the name 
of whom the whole coiigregati<Mt of Ifrael 
had trembled : and the Lord was with Caleb ; 
and he utterly deflxoyed them. The words 
of the Lord will be fulfilled as punftually with^ 
reipeft to you. The wicked JbaU go away 
into everla/ling punifhment ; hut the righteous 
into life eternal ff J. If the golpel is preached 
to you in vain ; if your lives are not lives of 
faith and holinefs through Chrift; jou will 
jperifli everlaliingly, Inhere tht t^otAi dkiA 
feot and the fire is never quctiched. Tbefe are 
the true fayings of God. If ftia have another 
J^Ht with you, even that ncW Ipirit which is 
eteated in the heart by the eternal Sj)ifit of 
Iktiftification ; if you Jblloti) the Lord Jhlly 
in godlinefs, and humility, and prayer, and 
perfeverance unto the end : the inheritance of 
the ipiritual Canaan^ the kkigdom of heaven, 
♦rill b6 yours> by thd bkx)d of Ji^usi for ever* 

(/) Matt. xit. m. 
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On the Charafter of Naaman. 



;! KINGS, V- Z, 3. 

X&^ Syrians bad gone out by companies, an J b4f4 
brought away captive out of Ifrael a little 
Maid; and Jbe waited on Naaman s W^e^ 
And Jbe /aid unto her Mifirefs ; Would Gad 
my Lord were with the Prophet that is in 
Samaria : for he would recover him of his Le^ 
profy I 

^ I ^HAT the name of God might be glori- 
fied among the heathen was one of the 
leading purpofcs, for the furtherance of which 
the children of Ifrael were felefted to become 
a peculiar people to the Moft High, In thie 
viiflories which from age to age have attended 
the Ifetndard of the crois, this plan of mercy- 
has advanced many fteps towards its comple- 
tion. In the univerfal triumphs which await 
Chriftianity, when the converfion and rer 
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eftabliihment of the Jews Ihall bring the fiil- 
nefs of the Gentiles into the church, it will re- 
ceive its perfeft accomplilhment. But during 
the whole period of the Mofaic covenant; from 
the day when the naagicians faid unto Pha- 
raoh, This is the finger of God^ to the moment 
when the Roman centurion exclaimed. Truly 
this Man was the Son of God: thd deliver- 
ances miraculoufly wrought amidft the chofen 
race Ihook fucceflive kingdoms and genera- 
tions of unbelievers with terror; and con- 
curred with the confpicuous purity of the 
Jewifli religion to extort from reludant ido- 
laters the tribute of praife to Jehovah. 

In the narrative of which the portion of 
Scripture already recited forms a part, .wc 
perceive the Omnipotent gaining to himfelf 
from among the heathen an acquifition which 
his mercy never deipifes, the acquiiition of 
a faithful worlhipper. I propofe, in the firft 
place to ftate and briefly to illuftrate the cir- 
cumftances of the tranfadion : and, in the 
fecond place, to point out fome of the me- 
thods, in which we may derive benefit from 
the confideration of them. 

I. The kingdom of Syria bordered upon 

IfraeL In confequence of difputes refpefting 

• their boundaries and various other caufes, there 
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«ofc frequent wars between the two nations* 
About the time of* which we are ijpeakmg; 
ibme troops of Syrians had effeded a fuccefs^ 
Ifxl incurfion into the land of Ifraet : and> 
according to the cruel cuftom of thofe days^ 
liad carried back with them into captivity 
ibcb of the inhabitants as they had been able 
to feize. Among them was a young woman> 
who became a fervant in the family of Naa« 
man. Naaman was captain of the hoft, ge* 
neral of the whole army, of the king of Syria* 
He was a mighty man in valour. He was cijk 
e^gf^at man with bis mqfier, and honourable i 
lecaufe by him the Lord had given detroer^ 
once unto Syria. But in the midfl of his 
grandeur and high renown, he was iiibjeded 
to a very fevere afflidion. He was infe^ec) 
with the leproly ; a loathfomc diforder not 
imcommon in the Eaft. The Ifraelitifh 
maiden felt compaffion for his diftrels. Her 
mind, fondly reverting to her native foil, dwelt 
on the wonderful works which God had there 
wrought by the hand of Eliiha. She thought 
that this minifter of heaven, on whofe prayer 
the fon of the Shunamite had been reftorcd to 
life, would be enabled to heal the difeafe of 
her mafter. She faid unto her mijirefs ; Would 
God my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria: for he would recover him of bis 

leprofy. 
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leprofy. Naaman was informed of her ex- 
preflions : and (peedily commencing his jourr 
ney to Samaria, conveyed with him for the 
prophet a prefent of immenfe value ; and a 
letter from the- ting of Syria to the king of 
Israel defiring, in authoritative language^ that 
Naaman might be healed. The king of If- 
rael perufed the letter with aflonifhment an4 
alarm. He rent bis clothes y and faid^ Am I 
G^dy to kill and to make alive ; that this maa 
doth fend unto me to recover a man of his ' le^ 
prajy P And he concluded that the purpoie of 
the Syrian monarch was to ieek a pretence 
for quarrelling and entering into war witli 
him. When Elifha heard the news, he re- 
proved the king of Israel for yielding to fear, 
inftead of humbly confiding in God, wha 
was ready to psoted: all that put their truft m 
him ; and had even then raifed up a prophet 
in Samaria able to cure the leper: Let Naa^ 
maUi he added, come unto me: and be JbaK 
. hufw that tbene is a prophet in Jfrael. Naa- 
man accordingly proceeded with his chafiot 
and, attendants to the door of Elilha: and 
there received a meffage. from the prophet, 
dire<^ing him to go and wafb himfelf feven 
tim<js in the river Jordan, and affuring him 
that his Iqsroiy ihould thus be immediately 
rc^naved. The haughtinefsi of Naaman bur& 

into 
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into open fury, when he heard the meflage. He 
inftantly departed. He confidered the river 
Jordan as utterly contemptible in eomparifon 
with the rivers of his own country. He expeAed 
too that the prophet Ihould inftantly have ap- 
peared before him with ceremonious deference: 
and that he Ihould have performed ^ the cure 
publicly in the fight of the people^ and in a 
manner calculated to render the higheft ho- 
nour to {q great a man as the captain of the 
hoft of the king of Syria. Naaman was 
' V)rotb, and went away, and /aid. ; Behold I 
thought y he will furely come out to me, and 
Jiand, and call on the name of the Lord bis 
God, andjirile bis band over the place, and re^ 
ctyuer the leper. Are not Ahana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damafcus, better than all the waters 
cf IfraelP May I not wq/b in them, and be 
clean P So he turned^ and went away in a rage. 
Happy was it for him that he had fome at- 
tendants of a Ipirit different from his own. 
Tbey came near, and faid unto him ; My fa- 
ther, if the prophet had bid thee do fome great 
tubing : wouldeji thou not have done it P 
How much rather then, when be faith ; 
Wap3 and he clean P Here was the language 
of reafbn and kindnefs. The language of 
reafbn unaccompanied by kindnefs will often 
fail of making an impreffion. It has no ef- 
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fieft on the underftanding, becaufe it touches 
act the heart. The language of kindnefs 
unaflbciated with reaibn will frequently be 
unable to perfuade : becaufe though it may 
^n upon the afFeftions, it wants that which 
is: neccffary to convince the judgement. 
But' let reafon and kindnefs be united in your 
difcourfe ; and feldom will even pride or 
prejudice find it eafy to refift. Thus it was 
with Naaman. His pride and prejudices 
yielded at once. He went forward to the 
river Jordan ; dipped himfelf feven times ; 
and afcended out of the water perfeAly healed 
of his difeafe. He haftened back to the pro- 
phet in the fervor of gratitude and piety. He 
was: eager to load Elifha with coftly gifts. 
But Elifha ibught not by healing Naaman 
to enrich himfelf.; His obje6i: was to promote 
the glory, of God. Urged again and again 
with the mod: importunate eameii-neis^ he 
fteadily refiiied to receive a reward. Naaman 
avowed his conviction that the God of Ifrael 
was the God of all the earth : and fblemnly 
protefted that from that moment he renounced 
the worfhip of idols^ and would adore the true 
God alone. He returned into Syria com* 
pletely changed not in outward appearance 
merely^ but in heart. 

Vol. I. R II. I pro- 
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IL I proceed to explain in fome of its 
branches the inilrudion to be deduced from 
the hiftory of Naaman. 

I. The power of the Deity is confpicu^ 
oufly exalted, when he accompliihes his 
gracious purpofes by means which arc un- 
dervalued or defpifed. Naaman for a time 
would not bear the idea that a river in the 
land of Ifrael^ a land which he beheld with 
fcom, a land which he probably had trampled 
down at the head of his vi^rious htiSif 
could be the inftrument by which God would 
remove his ItpvoCy. Does the New Tefla<* 
ment fiipply no parallel ? . Wlien Chriil: ap^ 
peared on earth to lave mankind by his aton* 
ing death and by his ian^fying dodrine ; all 
the world took offence at him. To the Jews, 
he was a ihimbling-block ; to the Greeks, 
fooHflinefs. The Jews expelled their Re- 
deemer to manifeft himfelf in worldly mag'* 
nificence and grandeur ; to pkco» himfelf in 
triumph on the throne of David in Jerufalem ; 
and to render the people of Ifirael the glory 
and the dread of the whole earth. A Saviour 
who was found in the humbleft rank of life ; 
who difclaimed all human dignity and power ; 
who fubmitted to be treated as a malefadlor, 
to be put to death upon the crofs ; they were 
too proud and too ignorant to acknowledge. 

h 
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h Mt this the Carpenter ^ the fon of Mary P Can 
dny good thing come out of Nazareth {a) P The 
Greeks had fixed their hearts on the oftentati- 
ous fubtleties which they denominated wifdom. 
They defpifed all doftrines v?hich were not 
diflinguiihed by intricate, refined, and difjputa- 
tious learning, and decorated with a parade of 
eloquence. The fimple, pure, and holy gofpel of 
Chrift they regarded as unworthy of the notice 
of informed and cultivated minds. Are humi- 
lity and difcernment uniyerfal among our- 
ielves ? Even in our own days, the divine 
authority of our crucified Lord is by many 
prions icornfully decried ; and the righteoi|s 
Inftruiflions and commandments which he 
delivered are reprefented by blind and pre- 
fumptuous finners as pofi!effing no particular 
merit, and as in fi>me refpeds hard, unrea'^ 
ibnable, and pernicious. To fiich fcofiers 
what ihall be our reply ? We reply to them 
in the words addreiTed by Chriil to the un-* 
believing Jews : Wifdom is juftified of all her 
children {b). They who utiderftand the Chris- 
tian plan of falvarion, they perceive it to be 
the power of God and the wifdom of God. 

3. Obferve, fecondly, that if there be any 
bleffing which you are defirous of obtaining 

(a) Mark^ vi. 3. John, i. 46, {I) Luke, vii.^5. 
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from th6 hand of God, it muft be fotight ill 
the manner in which he enjoins. If you fcek 
but the fmalleft of his gifts ; purfue the ap- 
pointed track : turn not alide to the right 
hand nor to the left. Would you atchieve 
the greateft, even falvation? Seek it through 
that channel which he has ordained. You 
cannot attara it through any other. The 
mercy of God tvill be exercifed, the grace 
of God will be beftowed, in his own method, 
and in that only. If you will not ac- 
cept his bounty in the way and under the 
qualifications which he propoles ; you never 
will obtain it. Could not the Omnipotent 
liave removed the leprofy of Naaman by va- 
rious means ? But the waters of Jordan were 
the inftrument which he thought fit to ap- 
point. If Naaman had obftinately perfevered 
in refufmg to make ufe of them ; be never 
would have been healed. He might have 
•bathed in Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Da- 
hiafcus of which he fo highly boafted : he 
itiight have confulted the moft fkilful phyfi- 
cians : he might have applied the moft cele- 
brated remedies : he might have praftifed 
every method which his imagination could 
devife for the recovery of his health : and all 
would have been entirely in vain. He would 
have remained a diftempered and a miferablc 
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obj eft, • grievous to himfelf, and offenfivc to 
others: he would have gone down to his 
grave a leper as white a5 fnow. If you wi(h 
to be faved ; remember that you can be faved 
only through Chrift, There is falvation in 
no other. And if ypu would be faved 
through him ; remember that he will be no 
Saviour to you, unlefs through tlie grace of 
Gpd it be your conftant ftudy and endeavour, 
to believe what he has commanded you to 
l^ielieve, and to pradlife what he has com- 
manded you to praftife. It is a very afflid- 
ing and a very alarming truth, that in pioft 
congregations there are many profefled Chrif* 
tians, who will not take Chriftianity as they 
find it in the Scriptures. Puffed up with felf- 
righteoufnefs, or proudly confiding in thfir 
own imaginations and reaibnjngs, they fhut 
their eyes againft the plainefl 4?cJarations of 
Jefus Chrift : and frame to th^rafelves fuch 
ideas of the divine mctho4 pf falvation as the 
gofpel ncJt only does npt authorife, but pofi- 
tively contradicts. Some men become arro- 
gant and daring gnough to think that they 
have but little occafion for the atoning blood 
and mediation of Chrifl : that their lives l^^vo 
been in the main fufficiently good : $^njd that 
if God were not to admit them into the 
glo^ries of heaven, their ex9^^fion would 
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fcarcely be lefi than partiality and injuftice. 
Others, who have not {o far loft the fenfe of 
their own radical guilt and deep unworthihefi, 
take the gofpel piecemeal. They would be 
furprifed and offended, were any doubt ex- 
prefled as to their reverence of the Scriptures, 
But what is the method in \\rhich fiich a per- 
Ion treats the Scriptures ? Some parts he per- 
ceives to accord with the opinions which he 
has formed concerning the duties of religion. 
Thofe he mentions ivith refpeft. Other parts 
he difcovers to be in a certain degree at va- 
riance with his private fentiments and pre- 
poffeffions. Of them he Ipeaks i/vith Icfs re- 
gard. " Thefe things/* he remarks, " may 
" prove thus, or they may not. It is a very 
** doubtful matter. It is probable that we 
'* milunderftand the paflage ; and that the 
^^ true meaning is very different from that 
^' which is commonly affumed.*' Bui towards 
other paffages, which are abfolutely irreconci- 
lable with fome favourite prejudice of his own, 
he ufes no ceremony or moderation* ^* This 
'* pofition," he pronounces at once, ^^ cannot 
*' be. This precept is intolerable. To follow 
this direftion is impoffible : and to attempt 
to follow it would not only be ineffeftualj, 
*' but would be to expofe myfelf to continual 
" diiadvantages, mortification, and ridicule. 

'' It 
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^ It clearly was never Intended that in the 
^* prefent ftate of the world we fhould ob* 
^ ferve thefe rules. At leaft it is very evi- 
^ dent that we need not be at all fhift as 
** to the obfervance of them." He proceeds 
in the fame manner with refpeft to doArines: 
^nd flich as do not fatisfy his preconceptions, 
and coincide with his theories, he makes no 
fcruple of heglefting, nor of explaining away, 
nor even of openly denying. Now one part of 
the charaAer of a good man, as it is delineated 
in the Scriptures, is to walk himibly with 
his God. Do fiich perfons walk humbly with 
their God? Is not their conduft th? counter- 
part of that of Naaman, while his mind was 
enflaVed by pride? A part of the meafiires ne- 
ceffary for his cure he was willing to adopt. He 
did not heiitate to undertake a jpurney even as 
for as Samaria to the prophet. But when he was 
direfted to proceed to the river Jordan, and 
wafli himfelf in the ftrcam; he immediately re- 
belled. He thought the dire^on unreafonal^le, 
abfurd, and degrading; and refiifed to pay any 
fegard to it. My brethren ! Be aflurpd that the 
whole of the Scriptun^s is the word of God. 
Jf it is your duty to obey one part, ;t is your 
duty to obey every part. And thofe perlbns 
who prefumptuoufly take upon themfelyes 
^p feparate thofe things which God has 
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joined together ^ to detach and feleA fron* 
the facred writings fome dodirines, and fome 
precepts, as proper to be received, and to re- 
je<ft others as unworthy of God and not dc- 
iigned to be binding upon man ; are in the 
utmoft danger of finding themfelves at the 
day of judgement as fatally difappointed of 
falvation,. as Naaman would have found 
himfelf difappointed of a cure, if he had per- 
fevered in refufing to depart and dip himfelf 
feven times in Jordan. 

3. Receive inftrudion, in the next place^ 
from the unfeigned repentance, and pious 
gratitude of Naaman. He came in balle 
from the river, and prefented himfelf before 
the prophet. He openly acknowledged that 
there was no God but the God of Ifrael, 
He fblemnly renounced the idolatrous wor-r 
Ihip to which he had been accuilomed ; an4 
declared that from that moment he would 
adore the true God and Him only. He who 
had {o lately regarded with contempt all the 
waters of Canaan ; now humbly requefted 
permifCon to carry back with him- into his; 
own country two mules* burthen of earth from 
the land of Ifrael, that he might raife with it 
in Syria an altar to Jehovah. You have inherited 
9 corrupt nature, infefted with a difcafe far 
mere loathfome, fay piore dangerous, th^n 

that 
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that of Naaman ; infe6led with. iin> the. Icr-. 
proly of the heart. How may you be pre- 
ferved from the mortal efFedls of your ma- 
lady ? By one method only : by a method 
gnalagous to that by which Naaman was 
healed : by flying for help to the great pro* 
phet of Ifrael, Jefiis Chrift the Lord. He 
has opened in his gofpel a fountain for the 
wafliing away of guilt. He has made atone- 
ment for fin by the Ihedding of his own 
blood. He promifes^ pardon to every peni- 
tent. He promifes to hi^ followers the aid 
of all-lufficient grace. He invites, he exhorts 
you to accept deliverance, to be cleanfcd, to 
be made whole. Have you hitherto deipif^ 
the call ? Naaman gave car to the counfel of 
bis fervants. We are our/elves your fervant$ 
for Jefus'sfake. Now then we are^ amhaffadon 
for Cbrifty as though God did befeecb you fy 
us. We pray you in CbriJT s Jiead ; be ye re^ 
conciled to God(c). Or do you profefs that 
you have already liflened to your Saviour $ 
voice, and known the riches of his redeeming 
love ? We befeech you then that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain {d). The change in 
Naaman was total. And what faith the apof^ 
tie ? If any man be in Cbrifi, be is a new 
(jTcature. Old things are paffed away : behold 

(c) 2 Cor. iv. 5. V. 20. {d) 2 Cor. w. 1. 
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all things are become new {e). Art thoii> lik«r 
Naaman^ purified from unbelief, from pnde» 
from hardnefs of heart ? Haft thou renounced, 
Kkc Naaman, thy former idols? Like Naa- 
man, haft thou dedicated thy felf to the living 
God? Like Naaman, doft thou refpcd and 
tore thofe obje^, which heretofore thou 
contemnedft; the commands of God, the 
ordinances of God, the altar of God, the 
iervants of God? If thou wouldeft know thy 
teal ftate, turn not away from iear<:hing 
queftions. Does confcience conftrain thee to 
filence? Does thy heart fecretly delight in 
the puriuits of the old Adam ? This Syrian 
jhall rife up m the day of j^dgement and 
Ihall condemn thee. • The leprofy ftill 
cieaveth unto thee. Fly to the fountain of 
living waters y the fountain that is opened for 
fn and uncleannefs, the fountain that cometb 
forth of the houfe of the Lord (f) ; left thy 
leprofy cleave unto thee for ever. 

4. Finally, let Naaman admonifh you to 
tendemefs of confcience. In this thing the 
Lord pardon thy fervant ; that when my mq/ler 
goeth into the houfe of Rimmon to worjbip 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow 
fnyfelf in the houfe of Rimmon ; when I bow 

(e) 2 Cor. V. 17. (/) Jcr. ii. 13. Joel, iii 18, 

Zech. i&iii. 1. 
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domon my f elf in the houfe of Rimmon, tie Lord 
pardon thy fervant iff this thing. 

It is not a little Angular, that thefc words 
of Naaman, which originated in a fcrupulous 
defire to avoid every degree qf offence againfl: 
God, fhould have been interpreted into an 
application for a licenfe to commit idolatiy; 
It is ftill more extraordinary that the repljr 
of Eliiha, Go in peace, Ihould have been re- 
garded as an affent to fuch a requeft^ As 
though the Syrian convert, who in the pre- 
ceding moment had fblemnly declared that 
he knew that thare was no God in all the 
earth but in Ifi-ael ; who had Ipontaneoufljr 
averred that he would thenceforth offer nei- 
ther bumt-offering nor facrifice unto other 
gods, but unto Jehovah alone ; would in- 
ftantly iblicit permiffion to worfhip an idol ! 
As though the prophet of the Moft High 
would have been feduced from his allegiance 
by a worldly fear of dealing too ftriftly with 
^ recent and fb dignified a profelyte, to coun- 
tenance and fanftion a crime which it was 
the objeft of his life to oppofe (g) ! As 
though he would not inftantly have replied : 
Thy heart is not right in the fght of God. 

(g) See in particular the indignant boldnefs with which he 
reproved bis own idolatrous sovereign. 2King8^ iiL 1. 3* 
13, 14. 
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What fillow/bip hatb righteoufnefs with w-» 
ftghteoufnefs f JVhat communion hath light 
with darknefsP What agreement hath God 
with idols P Repent therefore of this thy wicked'- 
nefs ; and pray to God, if perhaps the thought 
of thine heart may be forgiven thee{h). The 
commifiion of idolatry entered not into the 
imagination of Naaman or Elilha. The of- 
fice which Naaman held in his own country 
required that at certain ieafbns he ihould at- 
tend his m^er to the temple of the Syri?«i 
deity Simmon. On thofe occafions the king 
leaned upon Naaman. This apparently trifling 
circumftance, is recorded, we prefume, as an 
explanation of the whole tranfaftion. How 
could the king bow down before his God» 
unlefs Naaman, on whom he leaned, fhould 
bend himfelf forward alfo ? But when Naa- 
man had difcontinucd his former facrifice to 
Rimmon and to every other idol ; when he 
publickly profefled another faith, the ex- 
clufive belief of another God ; when he 
publickly offered up his lacrifices to Jehovah 
on the altar conftrufted with the foil, lyhi^h 
he had openly brought for that efpecial pur- 
pofe from the land of Ifrael : was it poffible 
that the a<ft of his bending forward merely 
in avowed accommodation tp his mailer, who 

(h) ASs, viii. 21, 22. 2 Cor, v^. 14—16. 
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leaned upon him> could be defrmed an adt of 
homage to Rimmon, a participation in the 
crime of idolatry ? Naaman^ however was 
not without apprehenlions that it might not 
be 14,wful on any account, and under any cir- 
cumllances, to adopt in the temple of an idol 
a pofture fimilar to that, which others em- 
ployed as a fign of reverence. And^ while 
he exprefled his hopes that the proceeding 
which he had defcribed would not be ofFen* 
iive to God ; he expreifed them with en- 
quiring fblicitude, and with evident tokens 
of deference to the prophet's expefted deter- 
mination. 

Whatfoevefy laith the apoftle, h not offaithy 
whatfbever is performed without a full per- 
iuaiion of its lawfulnefs, is Jin (/). If you 
are duly felicitous to preferve a confcience 
void of offence towards God and towards 
man ; you will turn an inquifitive eye on 
your general conduft, and efpecially on thofc 
parts of your proceedings which may bear 
the appearance of evil. The felf-righteous 
feel no icruples : the carelefs examine none. 
The former have no diffidence ; the latter no 
fpirit of invefligation. But the man of 
the truly ChrifHan temper is ^t man who 
feareth always: the man who, becaufc he 

(i) Rom. xiv» 23. 
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feareth always, in the word of God is pro^ 
nounced happy (J) : the man who, becaufe 
he feareth always the corruption of his own 
heart aqd the deceitfulnefs of fin, fcrutinifes 
his motives, his tempers, his a<5lions, his ob- 
jcfts; is fufpicious of being biafled in his 
judgement of right and wrong by prepoffef- 
iions, by inclination, by cuftom, by intereft^ 
by ^ deiire to pleafe men, by erroneous 
exped:ations of forwarding the glory of 
God: and being for warned by the remem- 
i>rance of pafi: incautioujfhefs, of pail miilakes;^ 
of paft tranigreffions, proceeds not with 
carelefs precipitation, decides not according 
to firft appearances, but ftriftly examines 
his purpofes on every fide, weighs them 
in the balance of the fanctuary, meafiires 
them by the ftandard of righteoufiiefs, 
notes every defedl, every aberration; and 
changes his plans and defifts from his under* 
takings, when he can no longer ky his hand 
on his bofom, and affirm according to the 
complete import of the apofitolical injun<9ion ; 
*' In my mind, O Lord, I am fully perfiiaded 
^' of their reftitude {k)'' Such, in propor- 
tion to the degree of knowledge, attained by 
d convert juft emerging from idolatry, was 
the fpirit of Naaman. Thou, who haft 

(/) Prov. xxviii. 14. {h) Rom, xir. J. 
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been nuried up tirom thy cradle in the arms of 
Chriftianity ! Is not fuch thy fpirit ? Then 
fliall this Syrian rife up in the day of judge- 
ment, and fliall condemn thee. They Jball 
come from the Eqft and from tbe Weft^ and from 
the North and from tbe South, and Jball fit 
dmjon in tbe kingdom of God* But tbe children 
if tbe kingdom Jball be cafi into outer darh- 
nefs (/). There are thofe, laith the Scripture, 
whofe confciences are evil {m). There are 
thofe> whofe confciences are defiled {n). There 
are thofe, whofe confciences are feared with a 
iot iron(o). What is the firft ftep towards 
a conicience that is evil, a confcience that is 
defiled, a confcience that is feared ? A care- 
leis conicience. ^ through faith in Cbrift thou 
wilt enter into life, keep tbe commandments if). 
If thou wilt keep the commandments, exerdft 
thyfelf to have always a confcience void of of^ 
fence (^). Exercife thy confcience in a fcrupu-' 
lous inveftigation of duty ; train it to a quick 
perception and a lively abhorrence of guUt; if 
thou wouldefl walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord hlamelefs (r). 

(J) Matt. viii. 11. Luke, xiii. 29. {m) Hebr. x. 22. 

(«) Tit. i. 15. (0) 1 Tim. iv. 2. (p) Matt xix. 17- 

<y) Ads, xxiy. IQ. (r) Jjukc, u 6, 



i T «, 



' • \* r 



SERMON XII. 



On habitual Remembrance of God« 



PSALM xvi. 8. 

Ihceiyefet tie Lord always before me. Becaufe 
He is at my right Hand, I Jball not he 

ftttfucd* 

^UCCESS is not the reward of inconftant 
*^ aims and defultory efforts. When the 
mind is divided, we lofe fight of otir objed:. 
When exertion is interrupted, we recede from 
it. It is the part of wifdom to IcleA from 
the various objeAs prefented to her choice 
that which is the moft worthy of regard ; to 
hold it ftedfaftly in view ; to cherifli the im- 
preffion of its excellence ; to facrifice to it afll 
inferior gratifications ; to purfiie it with firm- 
nefs, with ardour, with unabating pcrfcvef- 
ance. 

In 
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In tKc paiTage of Holy writ whict hsk bcie^f 
recited; the Pj&lmift direfts your thougJ^tfc W 
the greatcft of all beings, the fource'trf^^lj 
happinefs. By the weight of his own ex- 
ample, by the reiiilt of his own experience, 
he admoniihes you to an habitual retriem* 
brance of God. Of the prophetic impqtt of 
the paiTage ; of its ultimate and its moft im«^ 
portant reference to that'defcendant of Ddvi^y^ 
who alone among all the generations of meif 
kept completely and invariably before his cyt$ 
the prefence of his Almighty Father ; I^ipeall 
not ' iidw. Contemplate the words iti theici^ 
primary acceptation. : Contemplate them^aij 
deicriptive: of that predominant : delire of tthe^ 
heart of David, which Ijie fervently exprefies 
in almoft every pfalni : a defire which, not^ 
vithilandtng occafional infirmities and one 
Bioft fignal fcene of tranfgrefiion impartiaHj 
necprded in the fcriptures, is proved by the 
extraordifiai^ commendations befiowed upon 
Ijim in the facred writings to have brought 
fi>rth, through the influence of divine grace, 
the fruits of faith and holinefs in his general 
condud, and deep ielf-abhojrence and ge«^ 
nuine repentance for the guilt into which. he 
yvas betrayed. What was that defire ? To ik6 
the Lord his God always before him. What 
^aa his recpmpence ? That God was on his 
.\.yoL* I. . S right 
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lygbti h^nd 93 hb guardian aod frioad: (that 
Gp(} ^ve him full affmmicje that he^£boi]ld;iiot; 
b0ni<9ved. 

>J>: jl^t w, in th$ fiffl: place, /enquire what 
it ie tp fet; God always before us. 
:v.R)epreient to yo^irielf the proceedings o£ 
ix){||i/ who have propofed to thpm&iTes as 
Ij^ii: ' OGiain puriiut the pofleiEon of idme 
WorJidly attamzDent. Ohferve in what manner 
^Kj &t Aeir objedt, be it what it mxj, id^ 
#a^:hefpr6 their ej^« Contemplate die top- 
tuirf x>f fciencc. Behold him abforbed in fef* 
boriKiu8.;re&arches : in the inveftigation of 
Qais(cs aod efFeds; in the conilnuftioa of 
tbttdies^ and the explanation of the pheno** 
mcaoa eX nature. Behold hijn day after darjr 
faenditig all the powers of his X3»ind to th^ 
itrrentioa and application of mechanism ; t<^ 
the^ ajKYangemeoit aad fliperintendence of exi^ 
periments ; to the developement and iiluftra* 
ttion 4s£ phikxTophical truth. At home an4 
abroad ; in cities and in the fields ; in ibli-- 
iude and in fociety ; bel^old him fieac^ly 
iMiariiig in mind the olgeft, to which he has 
dedicated his life. Survey the votary of am- 
bkion. Beho^ld every nerve, every faculty, 
upon the. iftretcii to ikpplant to undermine or 
to j^rpafs his riVals> aiid to attain the diziy 

pre- 



^-emipenee to wh|di he al|>ires. ' Mark the 
T6tary of interefi:. Bdhdd hbn toiling early 
and late ; felfoimmured in^ a €ontra&ed abode ; 
breathing the unhealthy ^tmofphere. of 
crowded ftreets ; apd i|i his eageme& toacT 
cumulate additional iji^ealth; denying hmifelf 
the enjoyment of that i/i^iich he jpbfie^$. 
Follow the votary of fame^ Bchcid him 
csreief^ of repofe^ patient of &tigue^ fearleis of 
death, fie^old him indifferent to ieafbns^ to 
dimates and to dangers, eroding continents^ 
Ijaverfmg oceans^ facing the bayonet^ ftorm*- 
ing the Weach. Widely as thefe men diSia^ 
.4lbch from the other, as to their purfiiits ; iit 
die leading principle of their conduA they 
am perfe<%Iy united. The heart of every 
man is fixed upon his oi^d9L. His object i$ 
em before his j^yes. To his objeift hds time 
is appropriated ; fab faculties are jdevoted ; 
fcis indulgences are facrificed; his plans are 
made fubfervient. The children (ftbis world 
4ur4 in their generation wifer than thf cbildrsu 
ff light {a). Whoibevw thou art, who Jiafl 
^oi^ the favour of Ood foiL thine dbj^ : 
Ytflceiveli kflbn from die duldren of this 
^Mr^d. Contemplate their ever-wake£ui ro- 
flsembraace of the idols which they worihip : 
4md thou wilt difcern what it is to iet the 
Lord thy God alwi^s before thee. 

i(<r) Luke, tri. 6. 
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IL' Let us in the next place/ invefligate the 
difiinA chztSL&trs, under which it is our duty 
to fet the Lord our God before us. 
• I. In refleding on the different charaders^ 
under which we may tegard the Deity as 
haying manifeiled himfelf towards man ; the 
firft which naturally fhikes the mind is that 
of Creatc»r. He made us and all the world. 
There was a period when this earth Was not 
in exiflence; when there was neither fun 
nor moon nor ilar ; when neither mankind, 
nor any of the innumerable tribes of living 
creatures^ which have inhabited and ftill in- 
habit this world, were in being. God, in his 
nnboimded goodneis, determined to create, all 
thefe things. He called the earth into being, and 
feparated the land from the feas. He jfaid. Let 
there be light; and there was light: and he made 
. the returns of morning and evening to praiie 
him. He created and placed upon the earth 
a countlefs variety of animals, to dwell on 
the land, in the air, and in the waters, and 
:to poiTeis the happineis which he had made 
all, each according to its nature, capable of 
enjoying,. And^ lafl" of all he created man. 
On man he conferred dominion over all other 
living creatures. On mail he Ihowered down 
a fuperior meafure of underftanding. . Within 
man he implanted the light of conicience. 
And to crown ^very other gift with one ftill 

greater. 
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greater, to man alone he unfolded the prof^ 
pedl of a glorious imnp^rtaUty. 

If then you deem life a bleffing, remember 
Him :who beftowed it. Remember that it 
was the Lord God Almighty who formed 
jrou from the duft of the ground, and bteatiied 
into your noiHIs the breath of life, fo that 
you became a living ibul. Remeptiber that 
your Creator formed you of his own free 
will, of hi^ own unbounded inercy : not be* 
eaiiie he needed your .exiftence : but in order 
to difplay the riches of his goodneis, to xender 
you happy here^ to train you up for fbleiled- 
neis hertefter. Set the Lord your: ^Oreator 
before you. Remember. the iwonders whidb 
he has i wrought for jaxi, in ^bringing ycfii into 
the present icene of exiilends, and iiMting 
you to look forward to 3 better. , Q-^f^ne and 
wor/bip, and.hvo down [and kneel before the 
Lord your Maker (h). ::¥rom the ; gracious 
Author of your eiiflencei withheld* not cthe 
poor tribute of gratitude and Ibve^ 
. ^ In the next place, when you contemplate 
yourfelf as an inhabitant :of the earth, aiid 
turn your tlioughts to the Supreme Being;, 
you cannot fail to recognife Him as yotri^ 
Preferver. To what cauie is it owing that 
Tou are at this moment alive ? To what caui9 

(^ Pialm xcv. 6. 
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id it o\ftdilg ibfat yota- havd efcap«l(the:itmtt« 
merable fnares of deMii, by which ;}K)ik( h&YO 
cohtitiualiy bettai 'enGbiiipaircJd ^ i£dj itrhat 
eaxt&f ^is it owing that ' yba hate n(rt: 'been if-» 
flidod witih feirerer fick^pcflis ) iktt -ykm do 
not labb^r uAder heaTier and more hiime« 
foufe ihfinhitics} that you have not dranH 
mbte*> ftiequentljr add <nare deeply of thb cup 
of diftrcfs. To the prefcnring metcy of God* 
How manf petfdn8y:'whbfe oonftitutidn to4 
general 'ilatfc of health were iA human eftilna^f 
tibn at leaft as firm tis youi: owiiy haVp yoii 
ieen inatched away* to the gtaye ! How riiany 
have yeu^ ieen laid oa the bed o£< imgerin^ 
decays mdiimed abd citppied' by aocidents^ 
ot reducoi to nliiety by 'IdiTei and misforsf 
tunes!' Who has guarded you Under fimi- 
lar daii^6>s> aild ' laved you fiooi fimi^ 
lar calamities ? God your Prclkrver. What 
claim had you to Jthis . compaiCon and good-* 
ne& iit> his hand^ Mare you performed 
greater deeds ih the ferrice of God than 
others? Have you^•dilplayed a more lively 
£iith ?. Have you nf anii^ed a more devout 
and libly life ? Have you flirpaiTed the reft 
of the world in kindnefe tb your fellow- 
creatures ? You fix yx>uf eyes on the earthy 
and confeis that you advance not any plea 
of fuperiority . Remember then that to the 

loving 
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krritig kindnefsf cf God, ^ unxnerited on yocur 
patty ycm orvre the fecurity ^hicfa j6\irlm9e 
enjoyed from the perils and tribuktioxis^ i hj 
which io many others have been o^^ 
whelmed ; and the po^liiom of all the coniH 
forts, all the happineis, with which yoxi ' &n4 
yoiirielf furrounded. Set the Lord jamBx6'^ 
icarver before you. >. ' 

: :.^ Farther, remember God as your Re<^ 
deiftner amd your SatiAifier. Adam, by wil<» 
ful diibbedieace^ forfeited the flate of happi-i^ 
neis and immoftalit^ for which he was cre« 
tfCed. His natare becamie corrupt; a»d h0 
wu made fttfa^ to death. Tou are the 
«haildren' of A^tm. You have inherited ^r^rn 
him a cotmpt- nature alienated from God;" 
and a bodily frame which is loon to be turned 
htto duiEE; Yoti have provoked the wrath of 
ycmr HMprenly Father by offence$ wit^kiut 
Atiftibc^. You- have eontinuaUy done thofe 
dufigit which' ydu ovight not to hate done, 
8fi4 left uiid^ne thoie things which yoti 
tM^t to hate doffie^ You have broken hig 
lawsi/ difregarded hit^ warnings, and made lighf 
(Sf hi« ^vouf. You have fubjedidd your" 
iA^^% by fpontanedfid tranfgfeHion to the evcr-^ 
lifting put>ifbment which be has denonqced 
agatnft fmner^ ^ which^ during the ttin^ 
>Vhen yqu ha^e been committing iips^ yQ^ 

§4 ^pew 
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knew ithat he had ' denounced. Youihad not 
powfefi to avert his vengeance, to fatisfy his 
jpftipei" You could not hope to pais evexi ^ 
iing^ day unflained hj freih offences againit 
himw * But hid free mercj has provided for 
j^Qi£ the means of deli^rance/ of forgiveneis, 
of :]^iix>ration to the inheritance. of heaven* 
God fb loved the world, that he lent his only 
Soli jiefus Chrift to redeem it, by making 
atoneinent for the fins of mankind upon th6 
crpfs. Through faith in his Hood you may 
receire pardon and peace. .. BeHeve in Him 
as your Saviour, and truly, oepent of your, 
iins. . So ihall the punifbmexit: which you 
have defer\xd be turned away, for the lafco 
of the fufferings and merits ; of Jefus Chrifl;< 
NQr.is this the whole extent; of his-^ mercy* 
He who in his unbounded .compaffioh utji- 
dertbok to become a fkcrifice ih your ftead ; 
He who now intercedes . for you at the: 
right-hand of God; has purchafed for you 
the fandifying influence of the Holy Spi-. 
rit. Though you are prone to evil, and 
unable of yourfelf to withfland temptation : 
the Spirit of God is ready to ftrengthen and 
fupport you. Though you have to contend 
againfl the malice and the fnares of the devil 
and his angels ; yet, if with fincerity and fer- 
vency of prayer you addrefs yourfelf to God^ 

he 
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lie will enable yon to conquer by the grace 
which he will pour, into youtt heart. If you 
depend on yourfelf you are undone for ever : 
but they that trail: in the Moft High ihall not 
be confounded. . . 

4.v^ Set the Lord before you as your Sove- 
reign and your Judge. He has Rationed you 
iipon earth that you may perform his good 
^teaiiire ; that you may be put to the proof 
-wJicther. through his offered grace you will 
ke^ his commandments or no. He has re- 
vealed tp. you his righteous laws : and he re* 
quires you to love and obey them. He has 
ptacibd the Bible in your hands, that you may 
pofiefs 9 recorded declaration of his will. He 
has ; appointed two iacraments^ by one of 
which you are dedicated to his name ; by the 
other you are taught habitually to bear in 
mind your redemption through Jefiis Chrift 
his. Son. He h^ enjoined you to give dili- 
gent attendance on public worihip^ that you 
may -jinite with your feUow^Cbriftians in 
prayers, praifes, and thankigivings ; that you 
may reverently liften to his holy word ; that 
you may thus have the mercies which you 
have received, the bleffings' of ^ which you 
iland in need, and the duties which you are 
to fulfil, perpetually brought to your remem- 
brance. He has fprewarhed you that a day is 

approacl^T 
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approaching, vrfaen this earth and all that it 
contains ihall be deflroyed ; when throned m 
the clouds of heaven and encircled by anf^lic 
hoftsy Chriil fiiall rettrm to: iummao. thd 
living and the dead to judgement. He haii 
announced to you the fentence whidi awaits 
you againft that dreadful day, accordingly, as 
you ihall be found in the number of thofcr 
who have accepted the go^el and obeyddi 
it fipom the heart ; or among thoie who havo 
continued obftinately or carelefsly in iin. H« 
has apprised you that your ftate will then 
be fixed in happinefs or in mifcry for erer s 
that you will be exalted into heaven^ into 
glory and happinefs which ihall never fade 
ilway; or be cafl into hel)> the prifbn of 
apoflate.fpirits^ into the lake of fire which 19 
the fecond death. 

III. Suffer me to illuflrate by fbme exam<^ 
pics the duty of fetting Almighty God ahvqys^ 
at all times^ and tinder all circumfbinces^ bc'^ 
fore you. • 

Be it £ippofed that you are profperous^ 
Your profperity.you owe to God. It is ta 
Him, and to Him only, that you are to look 
for the continuance of the whole and of any 
part of your happineis. It is He who ha; 
filled your tup with bleilings^ and ^ho keeps; 



it full.. le i^ He /Who:]baa conferred iutceA 
ipn your induftry ; and:: .exertiotis. it ii He 
irho; h$ts raifed you up: friends. It is He who 
}kM giytfn you- tmtt to rgoice in your^ rela-) 
liOm and in your children, ilt- ts He only 
vrbo can bfsftow upon you iarther mercibj in 
ftdditidti to tthe blefiings tr hich He may per^ 
Idit ypu t0 retaip^ or in the ;pla€;e df thoib 
which !Hi6 . wiidom niay tdke awai^.* Bo 
gratteful . then for i^yQiyr mark of Hifi loving*^ 
j^ndsj^far with whidh ymihav^ been &vour^« 
Gire daily propf that 'you areiimcercdy and 
yrarmly tbaxlkfiil for Hia bountiei: fay {ioffefT^ 
ing fhfWi with bn humble heart ;^ and by 
ftiheerfully eAiployihg a large portioti of them 
for the good of your fcUow-creatilres. Wfy 
doji thou glory P 1Fhd\maketb thee, to diffef 
JrMt .another? Freely ' tbou ' bq/l ricked t 
\frjeely givk^ Rememher ihe wordt pf tie Lord 
yjeJUs\ how He fidd^ It is more hlejfedto give 
than to receive (t). •;• 

. But you are encompaffitd by adrerfity and 
affliaion. Your oomfdrta are curtaUcd : your 
diligence fails of its tewa^d. Sickneis preys 
upon your ftrength. The ibrdc^^ of death 
depHvts you of near kihdred^ and . even c^ 
your offspring. Fix your ^es on the Lord 
yiQ|Ur God. Remember that no afflidion 

(c) 1 Cor. iv. )r. Matt. i. 15. AAsj to. 35, 
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overtakes you without His permiilion. Re« 
member that the eventi which you now deem 
a calamity, may -hereafter prove to have been 
moft conducive to your eternal interefts. Re^ 
member that diftrefs arid forrow are mercifully 
fcnt by your Heavenly Father as chaftifemenf^ 
for your good in the end. Yoil are -by na% 
ture difpofed to dote on the prefcnt wprld; 
and to think little of that which^ whether you 
think of it or not, is afluredly to come. If Go4 
were not pleafed continually to admbniih yoi} 
by crofles and difappointments, by itifirmities 
of body and .anxieties of mind, that here you 
are not long to remain, that on eaith no 
durable happinefs is to be enjoyed : ' you 
would . diiiniis the next life from you^ 
thoughts ; . you would forget to work out 
your lalvation with fear and trembling; you 
would make no ferious and habitual prppara. 
tion for your appearance before your Judge, 
Confider, what numbers there are, who, in 
contempt of .all thefe warnings, fet their hearts 
upon the prefent world, and negleA and de* 
fpife their God. Confider, whether, notwithr 
ftanding all thefe warnings, you are not your- 
fclf neglefting or defpiling Him. Think then 
to what excefTes of careleflhefs and prefiimp- 
tion you would probably have been carried^, 
if fuch v|ramings had npt been commiflioned 

perpe- 
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pepctually . to remind you of >your duty- 
Bear your tribulation, whatever it be, patiently. 
Rejoice in it as the appointment of the wii* 
dom and the mercy of God. Rejoice in it 
as a leiTon of faith and righteouihe^ and 
true holineis. Are your iiifferings and your 
affli&ions great ? How little in comparilbn of 
your fins ! Glorify the Lord your Redeemer. 
Look up to Him, truft in Him, and be com- 
forted. 

. Tou are flourilhing in . the vigour of youth. 
Shall the tree withhold from the planter the 
prime of its fruit ? Whien wilt thou lerve 
thy God, if not now ? Doft thou count on 
years to come, thou who art a pafling. ihadow, 
a dew-drop of the morning, a flame which 
an inflant may eii;tinguifh ? I have feen the 
young man in great pawer^ an4 fpreading 
himfelf like a green hay -tree. . Yet he^ p<i{f^d, 
-mvay, and lo, he wojf not : yea 1 fought him,, 
hut he could not be found (d). Doll; thou poft- 
pone the remembrance of thy Creator unto 
the evil days of old age ? Hear then, the lan- 
guage of thy thoughts. ^^ O God ! I love 
'^ Thee nqt. , Power I love : . ri<?hes I Jovfe: 
f^ pleafure I lovp. To thefe objetjts I have 
ff devoted my heart : to thefe I would wil* 
/^ lingly dedicate my whole life. But on that 

^' refo* 
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*♦ refolution I dare not venture. Though 
•* I loVcThee not; I am afraid of Thee. I 
"will therefore tak? a middle path; The 
noon of life I give to my darling purfiiitsv 
And when declining years fliall hax^ 
ftripped indulgence of its reliih ; I wiS 
aifign a portion of my time to Thce.^' 
Doii: thou recoil from fuch bafenefs? Doft 

• 

thou tremble at iuch ingratitude ? Set the 
Lord thy ^od before thee. Honour Hixft 
with His own ^fts. Confecrate to Him thy 
prefent ihrength. Confecrate to Him th€ 
beft of thy ftrength. Confecrate to Him the 
whole of thy ftrength. Be thou like a green 
clroe^tfte in tiie boufe of Godf that bringet^ 
forth its fruit in itsfeafm {i). 

But age has already ftamped its chara<9;erB 
upon thee. Does the ancient tree count oa 
length of years ? Does it refufe to its owner 
the fcanty produce, which it ftill has ener^ 
to lupply ? Its iummit is bare : its branches 
ate fafdefs : its trunk is hollow : its roots arp 
decayed. The earlieft blall may lay it low. 
Even fooner, it may perifh by the fentence ; 
Cut it davon. Why cumber eth it tbegr&undffj^ 
Planted in the Chriftian church, the garden 
of God, haft thou been wilfully barren dur- 
^g the fulnefs of thy vigour ; and art thou 

(e) Pf. lii. 8. ;. 3. (/) Luke, xiii. 7- 
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wilfully barren ftiU ? Or, if hitherto pro- 
duiftive;, doii: them now at length refuie to 
thy God the tribute^ which his nurturic^ 
grace even yet enables thee to c^lSer? Re* 
member the JLord, thy rock ; and the High 
Gad, thy Redeemer. Let it fuffice that 
youth deludes itfeif with diflant proipe^. 
Thtm art afaoat to put off thy tabernacle : the 
time of thy departure is at hand« The night 
Oometii : work^ while it is called to-day. In 
the ^ave b no r^entance ; ieek mercy whilo 
3Fet it may be found. 

I dofe thefe illuftrations in reminding you 
tSiat to 'Set the Lord conftantly before you is no 
U& yossLt ' duty while you are f6lk>wing the 
daily lnxnne& of yoiu: ftation, than while you are 
«ii{doycd in public worlhip^ in private prayer^ 
or in any other fpedal ^€t of religion. Your 
tdbole life k to foe one continued aA of rdii* 
^uom. Whatfoever ym do^ d^ cM to the glory 
if Gadf that Gad may in ail things be glorified 
timngh Je/kt Chrift {g). Thus if you are 
engaged in a mercantile tranladtion ; reflet 
tltet <God &e8 your proceedings, and the train 
ef thou^it wliich paifes in your heart. He 
iees whether you demand an unreasonable 
jimfit. He iees whether you are defirous of 
^inpofing on the other party^ He fees whe<- 

<g) 4 Cor.*, 31. I Pet ir. ah .^ 
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thcr you take pains to conduft yourfelf to- 
wards the pcrfon with whom you are deal- 
ing, not only with fairnefs and moderatiQrT^ 
but alfo with kindnefs. All thefe things Her 
fees, and marks them down againft the day xif 
judgement. If you have covenanted to ex©-, 
cute a piece of work for an employer ; . col^• 
£der that the eye of God is fixed upon yoii*' 
He obferves whether you perform your im- 
Airtaking, whatever it be^ careftdly and 
cffciftually, as you would aft under iimxiar 
circumilances for yourfelf. He obferves whe- 
ther you honeftly coiifign to your employer's 
fervice all the time for which he pays your 
or whether you defraud him, when yoU' pre^ 
fome that you Ihall efcape diifcovery, by 
wafting part of it in idlenels, or by expending 
it on bufincis of your own. Thefe things be 
obferves ; -and marks them dov^m againfl the 
great day. If you are cultivating your farm ; 
if you are felling your articles in the mar- 
ket or in a fhop ; if yoii are ferving a mafter 
in your daily labour ; if you are managing 
the concerns: of your friend or of your coun<<» 
try : remember that God is contemplating all 
your motives, all your thoughts, all your 
words, all your aftions ; and that for all your 
motives and thoughts and words and aftions 
you will have to render an account at the 

judges 
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judgcmeiit-&at of Chxitt, when the booh Jball 
h$ opened and the dead Jball be judged out of 
ibofe things which are written in the books, ac-- 
cording to their worts {b). 

IVl Direct your atteuticm to the recom^ 
p^M!€ of thofe vrho fet the Lord alway3 be* 
fore them. The Lord is on their right hand • 
tkeyJbaJl not be moved. 

Them that honour me, faith the Jdord; IwiU 
honour {%)» If a man love me, faith Chxi^^ 
my. Father will love him : and we wijl come 
MHt§ him and make our abode with him {It). 
The .habitual piety of David ivas rccom-' 
pmied with the prote<^oa of his God. The 
habitual piety of a Chriftian ihall not receive 
• leia. bounteous reward. The Cod vrhom 
h» ^acn before his (c^es^ the \Mt^ his Re« 
deeaier> virfaom he ferves vdth finglencis of 
heart wiU ihdter him ftom e^^ will tefcu« 
hiflx £ram danger, will crown him with 
Ueffingi^ will make all things wodt together 
unto \am Sot good in the end. Becau/e he 
hdb fet his love upon me, thertfore will I 
deSver him. I wiU fet ^im on high, hecaufe 
be hath known my name. Hefball call upon 
Me, and J wHl an/wer kim; J will he with 

(h) Rev. XX. 12. (i) I Saou ».S0. ^ (i) Jobn^ xiv. 73. 
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bim in trouble. I will deliver bint and bonouf 
bim. Witb long life will I fatisfy bim, and 
Jbew bim my fdvation (/). 

In the pfalm from which the text is ta&enry 
no Icfs clearly than in that which has re- 
cently been ^uoted^ a greater than David 
prefents himfelf. / bcpoe Jet tbe Lord ahv^s 
before me. > Becaufe be is on my rigbt band; 
I Jball not he moved. Tberefore my beart is 
glad, and my glory rejoicetb : My fie/b alfo Jball 
reft. in bope. For tbou wilt not leave my foul 
in bell : neitber wilt tbou fuWer tby boly On§^ 
to fee corruption. Tbou wilt Jbew me tbe path 
of life. In tby prefence is fulnefs of joj/ : and 
at tby rigbt band are pleafures for evermore: 

In Jefus the Saviour, in the Son of God be- 
c6me man, in Him who alone was by iiature 
without fin, in Him who alone was perfeft 
in obedience to the will of his Father; thefe 
promifes received a literal acccmiplilhment. 
His Father fuftained Him in His ahguilh. 
His foul Ipeedily returned froni the abode of 
departed ipirits. His body faw not corrup-' 
tion. He afcended, as man, to cverlafting 
life, to the prefence of God, to unchangeable 
bleffednefs, to the Mediatorial throne of the 
univerfe. But through the atonement of his 

(0 Pfalroxci. 14— 15, 
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to every inaiyiddal/anvrng' his /a>ll^ fpln 

towers. The tn*e;Gb»ftian;;flilc9-,his M^^i 

inuft fufFer : hut^.^cMsMf^^^^t )^^l^ 

God, and is fuppQrtodr. Wi* |x?d)5 mufti i^^ 

oomiption. Thi^ <*hijtd pf A48in jiivft; tf^f^ 

the full penalty of: ten^poral 4eatl|vi : He, m^ 

return unto the duft from wheg^e he ^'^is 

t^en*. He ihdJX.Jqy to corrupt ton j Thou art 

my fgither ; tQ ti^e.worm, Tho^^ art , my thaj^eif 

and my Jijicr (m). Yet his heart is glad and 

his glory rejoiceth : his flelh alfo fliall reft in 

hope. For though worms dejiroy this body ; 

yet in his jfte/b Jball he fee God. For this cor^ 

ruptible Jball put on incorruption ; this mortal 

Jball put on immortality («). He (hall behold 

the path of life. He Ihall hear the voice of 

his Redeemer; " Becaufe I live, thou ihalt 

^' live alfb ((?)." He Jball meet the Lord in 

the air. He fliall afcend to the preftnce of 

God. He fliall fland before the Moft High, 

juftified and accepted in the righteouiheis of 

Chrift. He fliall enter into blifs ; into blils 

that fadeth not av^ay t the blifs of angels, to 

whom he is made equal ; the bUfi of the chil^- 

dren of God in the fight of the glory of God 

and of the Lamb (p). He fliall be with 

(m) Job, xvii. 14« (n) Job, 3dx. 26. 1 Cor. xv. 53. 

(o) John, 3ciy. 19* (p) Luke, xx. 36. Rev. xxi. 23. 

T^ Chrift, 
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ChnA, he ihall be for ever i^th the Lord^ 
and behold his ^ty, and &e^ him as he is^ 
&t6 to face, atid be like tmto him (q). He 
hath overtome : and he /hall fit witibi Chrift 
dnHis throne^ eren asChriitalfo overcame^ 
and i^ ftt d6WA with His Father on Hrs 
throne. He ttaSl rdgn with Chrift for evet 
and ever {r). 

(j) John> xS. 26. xm. 24. 1 Theff. iy. 17. 1 Jphxij, iii. % 
t Oit. Xiii. 12. tr) Rer. iii. 21. xxu. 5. 2 l&i. ii* 12, 
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SERMON Xin. 

On the Chamber of Herod Antipas. 



fFben Her^d beard tberetf^ be foidi It is Jobu 
tvbtm I hebeaded: be is rifmffm tbe dead. 

AT tht time of whidi tbi ETangclifl: i« 
ipeaking^ thp ^un^ of Jpfhs C)mft had 
difRxfed itfelf over th^ land of Judca* Mul- 
titudes had ieen the wonderful woiks whidi 
|ie had perfontied. Thoic who had ncA ieen 
them had heard pf them. The iicl( whom 
|ie had healed^ the bfiud, the deaf, and the 
dumb whom he had reftored^ filled every 
Ipart of the country with their gratitude an4 
{nr^s» ^' But who is he,** demajided the 
peoplei '^ by ^|iom thefe figqs and wondets 
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'* arc wrought ?** This queftioii was varioufly 
^fwercd. Some affirmed our Loyd to be the 
promiled Saviour. Others conceived that he 
tvas one ot the ancient prophets returned 
to life. Others imagined that he was. 
a meffengfcf of God IHce unto the pro- 
phets of old. But all men plainly difcemed 
that he exefcifed powers out of the coipmon 
courfe of nature ; and that he muft have been 
fent upon earth for ibme very interefting 
purpofe. Accounts of thefe lingular events 
loon reached the palace of Herod Antipas {a) ; 
and came fo .frequently repeated^ and ib 
ftrongly confirmed, that it was impoflible not 
to credit diem. The king, however, con^ 
eluded that the Jews were led ^ aftray by er- 
roneous conjedures relpeding Jefus Chrift; 
and felt aflured * that he was himfelf able to 
pronounce who this extraordinary perfon was. 
It is JobUf laid he, whom I beheaded^ He if 
fifenfrom the dead. 

Herod, in defiance of the Mofaic law, had 
contrafted a marriage with Herodias, the 
wife of his brother Philip. John the Baptift, 
whom God had ordained to tc a preacher of 
i'ighteoufiiefs, and had commiffioned to call 

(a) He was fon to that Herod who is memorable for the 
daughter of Bethlehem 3 and fucceflbr to part of bis domi? 
pioo9. 

every 
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fiv^ry man to rppentance^ :was upright and re- 
iblute in the difcharge of his duty •; and would 
not iiiffer even his ki!ng to commit fo flagrant 
a £n without rebuking him to his face. John 
•oould not but foreknow the dangers, to which 
he expofed himfelf by his plain-dealing. But 
ke difiregarded them. He was iblicitous to 
be faithful to God ; and feeling that folici* 
tude, he felt no other. The event was fuch 
as he had reafon to expedl. Herodias fet 
her heart upon vengeance. She perfuaded 
Herod immediately to throw John into pri- 
ion ; and exerted all her influence to procure 
anor^er fpi: hb death. For fome time her 
machinations were fruitlels. The king would 
not comply. He feared John, knowing that 
he was a ju/l and holy man : and even yef 
would liften gladly to his preaching, and 
would do many things which he defired. 
But he ftill detained the man of God in prifon. 
The artifices of that abandoned woman at 
length prevailed. She found a convenient time. 
Her daughter pleafed Herod by dancing be^ 
fore him on his birth-rday : and the king hav-» 
ing inadvertently promifed with an oath that 
he would beftow on the young w^oman what- 
ever recompence flie fliould aik, ihe defired, 
If^ ponfequence of having been prompted by 
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her mother^ that the head of John the Ba[H 
tift might he delirered to her in a chargcnr« 
The king, though ihocked at the iniquity and 
fcandalous cruelty of the requeft, was aihamed^ 
after his pubUc declarations^ to refuie it* He 
iflued orders to the executioner. The rtghte« 
OU5 man was put to death. And the daiigh^ 
ter of Herodias carried his head, bleeding, as it 
Was, to her mother. 

Such is the fummary of thb trania6tion« 
I proceed to comment with due particular 
rity on its prominent features: and purpolb 
afterwards to lay before you ibme obienra« 
tipns, which may affift yon in appljong th» 
Hiftory to your owxr improvement. 

I. Contemplate in the conduct of Herod 
and of his queen, the natural progreis 6/1 de^ 
pravity. Look primarily to Herodias. She 
in the firft place married the brother of her 
former hufband, and while that hufband 
was alive. Of ib flagrant a nature was this 
crime, that if we had heard nothing far- 
ther, even charity itfelf which hopcth all 
things, could not have perfuaded itfelf that 
ihe bad finned through ignorance. And 
the remainder of her hiftory precludes all 
palliatioti of her guilt. She is informed that 
a great prophet, John the Baptift, has pre- 

fented 
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&nted himfelf before Herod ; and has charged 
Itim^ as he values the mercy of God^ to piut 
hir away. What effed has this intelligence } 
Does flie humble herfelf before her Maker ^ 
Does ihe bewail her fin in bittemeis of foul I 
Does flie inftantly feparate herfelf from He- 
rod ? From tihat moment ihe is determined 
on the deftrudion of the prophet ; and con* 
tiniies Vith Herod as before. 

What in the mean time is the condud of 
Herod ? He defpifes the warning of John^ and 
refiifes to diflblve his unhallowed marriage^ 
He yields to the malignant importunities of 
Herodias^ feizes the holy man who has re* 
proved him, and ihuts hiin up in prifon. ., Tet 
hardened as he is, he has not arrived at that 
point in the fcale of depravity to which hi9 
giiilty partner has attained. She hefitates at 
no crime ; ihe is loft to all feeling, paft alt 
compundion. Her heart is feared^ as St. 
Paul expreffes himfelf, voith a nd-bot iron. 
Bat Herod ha& ftill fbme mhgivings of con* 
icience left. There are yet fome crimes on 
which he is afraid to venture. Though he 
has imprifoned John, and well knows that he 
had imprifoned the prophet for ipeaking the 
truth and adhering to the path o^ duty ; he 
ihrinks from the idea of killing him. One 
pf the reafbns which deters him from con- 

fenting 
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ienting to the murder is his fear left the peo 
pie of the landj who all believe John to be pi 
prophet, ihould rife in arms to avenge ms 
death {b). But it is evident that Herod has 
alfo fcruples of conibience which contribute 
to his reluctance. For he has long been 
thoroughly acquainted with the manner . of 
life and the conduct of John. He has been 
accuftomed to frequent attendance on his in- 
ftrudions. He ftill liftens to them at times 
with gladnefs ; and in many refpeAs regu** 
lates his own proceedings in conformity to 
the exhortations of the prophet. Sunk in 
iin, he trembles in the prefence of holinefs. 
Enilaved to Satan, he reverences the fervant 
of God. " Let thy imprifbnment," he whif-^ 
pers to himfelf, " let thy unjuft imprifbn* 
^^ ment fatisfy the queen. Thy blood Ihall 
'* not be upon my head.'* 

The malice of Herodias is unabated. 
The king, it is true, has not yet confented to 
her purpofe : but Ihe does not deipair. She 
has already proved herfelf able to periiiade 
him to detain John in priibn ; and Ihe hopes 
by feizing feme favourable opportunity, to 
obtain a mandate for his execution. A fa- 
vourable opportunity arrives ; and Ihe does 
not let it flip. In a moment of riotous feftU 

{h) Matt. xiv. 5. 

vity 
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tity Herod promifcs to grant her daughter's 
requeft even though it Ihould amount, zc^ 
Cbrding to his own figurative expreffion, to 
the half of his kingdom. The young wo- 
man retires to confult her mother. In her 
abfence behold Herod amufing himfelf with 
conjed:u|-es concerning the nature of the re-- 
compence which Ihe will prefer. *^ Will 
' flxe demand a jewelled robe ? A fiimptuous 
palace ? The revenues of a city ? The go- 
*^ vemment of a province ?'* He knows 
.not.what is pafling in the mind of Hero- 
dias* He knows not that vanity and 
pride and avarice and ambition have retired, 
and have relinquiflied the whole heart to re* 
yehge. His {peculations are interrupted by 
the entrance of her daughter. Mirth and, 
curiofity fparkle in his eyes. She advances 
Jiraigbtway with hqfie. All is filent. She 
requires the ' head of John the Baptift ! She 
.requires that it be produced without delay. 
She requires that it be delivered to her in 
a charger, that her mother may glut herfelf 
with the fpeftaclc. How does Herod re- 
ceive the demand ? Does he aver that no pro- 
mife, no oath, can bind him to do that which he 
lias no right to do, that which God has forbid- 
den, to commit murder ? Does he rejed the 
claim with i^bhorrence? Does he punilh 

thofo 
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thofe who urge it ? Herod loves the praife ^f 
men more than the praife of God. He is ^ap* 
ceedmg forty when he hears the requeft of 
the daughter of Herodias. But habits of fin 
have perverted his underftanding, clouded his 
confcience^ undermined his fledfaihiefs, oti- 
ilaved him to falfe ih^ine. He is perplexed 
by indiflinifl fcruples^ or pretends to be pcr«» 
plexed by fcruples^ reipeding his oath. He 
apprehends that his nobles will cenfiire him if 
he departs from his wcnrd. He immediately 
commifiions the executioner to behead John 
in the prifbn. 

Within no long time afterwards^ Herod is 
apprifed of the wonderful actions of Jeiiis 
Chrift; and of the different opinions which 
men entertain concerning him. His owi| 
opinion is ipecdily formed. He concludes 
that John the Baptift is rcftorcd to life* 
Whence is this conclufion? Whence, but 
from the remembrance of his guilt, whicl| 
haunts him night and day, and menaces him 
with the furc chaftifement of heaven ? Overr 
whelmed with terror and conftemation, he 
concludes that God has undertaken the caufe 
of his fervant ; that God has raifed the mur- 
dered prophet from the grave, and has fent 
him again upon earth armed with the power of 
working the moft ftupendous miracles, that he 

may. 
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BMLy avenge himfelf on the wretch who def- 
pifed hk reproof and fhed his innocent blood. 
It is Jobn^ he cries, whom 1 beheaded. He h 
^\f^ fiom tbe dead: and therefore mighty 
works do Jbew fortb themfehes in him I Such 
are the terrors of a wounded confcience ! 

• > 

IT. Let me add ibme obfervation& appdi* 
€|d>le to jour own condudl, which are iuggeft-^ 
cd by the hiflory before us. 

I. In the firft place, allow not y6ur«> 
ielf to be entrapped into iin by the iicy- 
licitations and importunities of others, 
not even o^ your friends and your 
neareft relations, ihould you be imhapf^ 
enou^ to perceive tempters among themw 
That you may encounter a tempter in your 
own £imiiy, in your children, in the hui^ 
band or the wife of your bofbm, is not im«- 
poffible. You will not be urged, it nmy be 
pre&med, to procure the imprxlbnment or the 
murder of another. But were tempters ever 
at a lo& for grounds of temptation ? If ycm. 
are in poverty ; may they not impel you to 
meliorate ytiur condition by depredations oo 
the property 4)f a neighboujr : to coQCeal from 
the dwner that which you have found : or ta 
exdte charity by exaggerated reprcientations 
of your diftrefs ? Are you moving in a higher 

Iphere? 



3^6 On the CbaraSler tf Herod Antlpau- 

^here ? May they not ehfhare you into cap^ 
tivity to ambition ? May they not moiild you 
into flavcs of falhion ? May they not tranf^ 
Ibrni you into votaries of worldly praife ? 
Kfay they not feduce you into the habit of 
iquandering in diifipation that facred talent, 
time^ entrufted to your charge ; while negli- 
gent of the glory of God, and pradically care- 
leis of falvation, you hurry and flutter acrois 
the ilage of life, until death fuddenly fhifi» 
tibc fcene, and uhveils the judgements of eter- 
nity ? And whether you occupy, a lower or: it 
higher ftation, may they not encourage yau ta 
over-reach an ignorant or a careleis iBan in a 
contrad ; to revenge yourfelf oh 'fome per-, 
jbn who has offended you, or whorii you 
envy, by Ipreading a flandcrous tale to his 
difadvantage ; to withhold reparation from 
thole whom you have wronged ; to furren- 
der your heart to things temporal ; to live not 
unto God and Chrift, but unto the world and 
yourfelf? Stand prepared upon the watch- 
tower. Obey the Lord Omnipotent, not 
man.. Refift the affaults of the devil, whatever 
be the inftruments which he employs. Away 
with fear, with irrefolution, with falic fliame. 
Be ftrong in the grace of Chrift. Fight, the 
good Jight of faith. Let no man deceive you 
with vain words : follow not a multitude to do 

evil : 
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evil: and he not afbamed when it concemetb 
thy foul {c). 

2,. Remember, fccondly, that one fin na- 
turally leads to another : that, if you indulge 
in fmall offences, you will be carried head-< 
long into greater. You have drawn up the 
flood-gates: and who fliall pronounce where 
the torrent Ihall be ftayed ? The whol6 of 
Herod's guilt flowed from his unlawfiil mar-?- 
tiage. Obferve him progreffivcly advancing 
through additional degrees of iniquity. When 
John rebuked him for having mairried his 
brother's wife, he difregarded the warning; 
but he bfFered no violence to the prophet, 
and permitted him to retire in fafety. In a 
ihort time, his wrath became hot; and be 
Jent forth and laid hold on "Jobuy and hound 
him in.prifon. Speedily afterwards he com- 
pleted the meafure of his crimps, and caufed 
the innocent man to be murdered. How 
frequently doth a fimilar progrefs occur ! In 
the humbler ranks of life, you fee a man be- 
ginning to be idle, and to negledl his bufi- 
neis. This evil habit grows upon him. Hig 
time ibon hangs heavy upon his hands : and 
he fills it up at the public houfe; at firfl 
going thither Sparingly, but ere long, to be 

(c) 1 Tim. vi. 12. Eph. v. 6. Exod. xxjii. 2. Ecclef. iv. 20. 
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found there almoft every day. Now drunk^^ 
ennefs is added to idlenefs. Thefe two iina 
Ipeedily make him poor: and he reibrts to 
dilhoneft means of gaining money : venturing 
at firft only upon petty a6b of fraud and rar* 
pine : but prefently growing bolder in 
wickednefs^ till juflice overtakes him^ and he 
finifhes his days in exile or on the gallows. 
The criminal of high Hfe, in the mean time, 
purfiies a kindred career^ but in a wider apd 
a more fplendid circle. , He commences with 
faihionable extravagance. He fteps fbrwaixi 
to raihionable profligacy. He grows har-> 
dened through the deceitfulneis of fin. He 
becomes abandoned to felfiihneis^ to feniii* 
ality, to depravity, to fearleffnefs of God« 
He lives an objeft of deteftation ; or dies by 
the hand of the law, by that of a duellifl, or 
by his own. Make your ftand through di- 
vine grace againfl the beginnings of Jin ; for 
you know not what will be the end thereof. 

3. Thirdly : contemplate the inconiiflency^ 
the weaknefs and the corruption of human 
pature. Conclude not, becauie you have 
been repeatedly enabled by the Holy Spirit 
of God to refift a particular temptation, that 
you may deem yourfcif capable of refifting 
it always. Herod withftood for a fealbn the 
arts and importunities of Herodias. She 

waited 
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;ivaitcd until flie found a convenient (hne, rc- 

- « 

newed the attempt, and fuccecded. Tl;^^ 
gr^ cntemy of man, who inlligatqd this 
piurdcrdTs and rendered her ilicc^fsfiJ, is ever 
l>n the w^tch to betray ypu. He is waiting 
^r the hour wheijL you Ihall no longer be on 
>your gU|ard ; or when you Ihall havjc grieved 
hij a recent offence the Spirit of God ; or 
when a concurrence of enfilading circum- 
fiftnces ihall heighten the alliP'emcnts of .fin. 
The birth - day of Herod fhall arrive ; i^ky 
heart fhall be opened to enticement; the 
.year fh^U not revolve without bringing tjbf 
\C(>nvenient time ; — mirth fliall render thee 
: though tJpfs, or forrow fhall bow thee to 
defpondence ; pride fhall inflate thee with 
confidence ; or floth fhall indifpofe thee to 
exertion. Then fhall the temptation prefcnt 
itfelf afrefh ; perhaps, in its original garb ; 
orr if need be, in colours ftill more at- 
.traelive. 

What I fay unto yoUy I fay unto all, fPatcJb. 
R^Ji the devil, and be will Jlee from you. 
^Be not high - minded, hut Jear. Let bimtbat 
tbinketh be ftandeib, tale beed left be fall. 
Strive to enter in at tbe Jirait gate. Strive 
againU Jin\ ftrive according to bis tporking. 

Vol, I. U wbicb 
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which worletb in you mightily. Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you {d). 

4* Let m€ in the next place advert to a 
confideration which, however it may^ in 
fbmc meafure, have been implied in the pre^ 
ceding remarks, requires, on account of its 
high importance, to be exprefsly flated' by 
itfclf. It is this : That nothing fliort of a fet- 
tled determination to labour to avoid all Jin, 
joined with conftant application to God, 
through Chrift, for the influence of his failc- 
tifying Spirit, can authorize you to hope that 
you fhall preferve for a fingle hour a conr 
Science void of offence Nothing Ihort of 
this determination is religion. If you refuse 
to furrender yourfelf wholly to God, yon 
are a rebel : if you refufe the unqualified 
iurrender of yourfelf to Him, and profefs to 
be religious, you arc an hypocrite. The do- 
minion of the entire heart, the fbvereignty 
of the whole foul, the poflelfion of the affec- 
tions in a meafure fo predominant that your 
tenderefl: feelings for the earthly objects 
which you hold moft dear deferve, when 
placed in comparifon with your love to God 

(d) Mark xiii. 37. James iv. 7, 8. Romans xi. 20. 
I Cor. X. i% Luk€ xiii. 24. Heb. xii. 14. Col. i. 29. 

and 
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and your Redeemer, the denomiijation of 
hatred {e)\ this is the homage required from 
the difciple of Chrift. Herod feared John, 
and obferved him ; and when he heard btm^ be 
did many things y and heard him gladly ; but 
he retained his brother's wife. Is there an 
Herodias whom thou wilt not put away ? 1$ 
there Ibme fenlual gratification . which thou 
wilt not abandon ? Is there fome unlawfid 

# 

gain which thou wilt not renounce ? Is there 
ridicule which thou wilt not encounter ? Is 
there hardihip which thou wilt not fuftain ? 
Thy pleafiire, thine intereft, thy reputation, 
thine eafc, thou loveft more than thou loved 
Chrift. Why boafteft thou of thy partial 
obedience ? Of what avail are thy regular de- 
votions, thy kindnefs to thy friends, thy li- 
berality to the poor, rhy usefulness to Ibciety ? 
Thy heart is unfound. Before God thoii art 
a rebel and an hypocrite. What is thy lan- 
guage to thy Saviour? *' Behold thefe fubor- 
^' dinatc indulgences, which at thy command 
*' I difclaim. Be contented with the fapri- 
*' fice. Expect not the furrender of my 
*' favourite object. Thou didft lay down thy 
^' life for ray fake ; but I will not relinquish 
" this fm for thine." Sayeft thou thus to. 

(#) Luke xiv. 26. John xii. 25. 

U2 thy 
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thy Saviour, and callcft thou thyfclf hb 
difciple ? 

The propcnfity of the heart to fclf-delufion 
exceeds all previous computations. Man Ll 
continually deviling by all conceivable methods 
to afcribe merit to himfclf : and at the very 
time when he confelTes that he is regularly 
fproceeding in fome vncked line of condud, is 
prone to value himfelf highly for having 
lefis^ed from a more flagrant tranigreflion. 
It is not in the leafl: improbable that Herod^ 
eonfcious as he was that he moft imjufUy 
detained John the Baptift in prifbn, applauded 
himfelf with complacency, and afliuned in his 
own eftimation great credit for virtue, be- 
caufe he had withftood the folicitations of 
Herodias for his death. Have you not alfb, 
while aware that you have lived under 
the habitual influence of some unchrifl:iati 
temper, in the habitual indulgence of fome 
unchriftian praftice, have not you alfo bee^ 
proudly congratulating yourfelf on your good- 
ncls, becaufe you have abfl:ained from other 
crimes to which you were tempted ? Have 
not you been Satisfying yourfelf for yielding 
to tlie one temptation, by reminding your 
confcience that you did not yield to tHe other \ 
Have not you hankered after a compromise 

with 
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Tirith divine juftice ; and meditated with com- 
placent felf-righteoufncfs the prodtidion of a 
balance of imaginary merit to countervail thq 
penalty of guilt ? Thus faith the Lord of HofU : 
Confider your ways (fj. How long fliall a de-- 
cehued heart turn thee afide (g) f How long * 
Ihall it be ere thou knoweft that thou art 
wretched andmlferahle J and poor y andhlind, and 
naked {bj ? How long Ihall it be ere thou un- 
dcrftandeft the curfe of the law, Curfed is 
every one who continueth not in all things which 
ore written in the hook of the law to do them (i) i 
If example can affect you, look to that of 
Herod. Behold in him an illuftration of the 
confequences entailed on perfeverance in a 
iingle iin. In him behold a pifture of that 
abandoned depravity, of which perfeverance 
in a fingle lin is natufally the forerunner. To 
all the e^fils which Herod had done, we have 
feen him adding yet this above all, that be 
Jbut up John in prifon {k). We have feen 
him farther advanced in the road to deftruc- 
tion, and taking away the Baptift's life. Wc 
have ftill to behold him furpaffing all hb 
former guilt. Behold him, a worthy dc- 
fcendant of his Father, plotting the death of 

if) Haggai i. 5. {g) Ifaiah xliv. 20. {h) Rev. lu. IT. 
(1) Gal. iii. la {k) Luke iii. 19, 20. 
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the Saviour of the world (/). Behold this 
murderer, when the Saviour of the world was 
delivered into his power by the Romans, * 
triumphing over his captive with ftudied 
bitternefs of infult ; exposing him to the 
brutal fcofFs of the foldiery ; mocking him, 
and ^tting him at nought ; and finally lend- 
ing him back to the Roman governor arrayed 
in ^ gorgeous robe, intended at once to throw 
^erifion upon his claim to be the MefTiah, 
and to enfure his death by confirming the 
charge of trcafon againft Caefar (///). Is there 
an Herodias whom you \vill not put away ? 
Let fiiitable temptations arife, and guilt equal 
to that of Herod rnay become yours. If we 
Jin wilfully^ after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there rematneth no 
morefacrlfice for JinSy hut a certain looling-for 
of judgment, and fiery indignation. Jf he 
that defpifed the law of Mofes died without 
mercy y of how much forer puni/hment Jball he 
he thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant wherewith he was fanSiified an 
. unholy thing, and hath done dejpite unto the 
Spirit of grace (n) P 

(I) Luke xiii. 31, 32. (m) Luke xiii. 6, 12. /i^ts 27, 
28. (71) Heb. X. 2G— 29. 
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I would leave on the rccoUecftion of the 
carelefs finner one additional truth, to which 
Herod, could his voice reach our ears, would 
bear witnefs. It is poflible for you to refign 
yourfelf to habitual wickednefs, until your 
hardened heart lofc all fenfe of its enormity* 
It is poflible for you to add crime to crime, 
until you entirely forget numbers which you 
have committed ; — but an hour when they 
Ihall be remembered is approaching. The 
guilty deed -h not deady but fleepetb. When 
you are laid on yovu* death-bed, all your 
crimes fliall return to life ; and, as the lup« 
pofed revival of John the Baptifl difmayed 
the king who had murdered him, Ihall rack 
your foul with horrors known only to the 
finful wretch when he trembles on the brink 
of the grave, and fhrinks from the pro(pe<ft 
of damnation. May your heart be renewed 
by the Holy Spirit ! May you fly without 
delay to Chrift ! May you furrender your- 
felf to Him without referve ! By His blefled. 
atonement may you be rendered acceptable 
to God ! May your laft hours be cheered by 
fcriptural hopes of entering through Hi^ aic- 
rits into everlafting glory f 
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SERMON XIV. 

On the Extent of genuine Religion. 



MICAH VI. 8. 

He bath Jbewed thee^ O Man, what is good.: 
And r/)bat dotb the Lord require of thee, hut 
to do jnftly , and to love Mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy GodP 

JN urging upon men their various obliga- 
tions as fervants of the Moft High, the 
Holy Scriptures have recourfe in different 
places to a diverfity of arrangement. Moft 
commonly, they prefs upon us, in the firft 
inftance, that fupreme and affectionate faith 
towards God and Chrift, which is the founda- 
tion of every Chriftian virtue ; and then pro- 
ceed to inculcate thofe pure principles, thofe 
holy tempers, and thofe good worlcs, which 
genuine faith in God and Chrift will necef- 
farily produce. Sometimes, however, foli- 
citous to recommend the tree by a reference 
to the excellence of the fruit, they fpecify * 
works in the outfet; and then direct our 
views to that faith from which every ac- 
ceptable work is to fpring. And though, in 
delivering a ftatement of human duties, they 

ufually 
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ufually commence with ihofe of which the 
Almighty is the immediate object, the order 
is fometimes changed, and the duti^ which 
we are to perform towards our neighbour aie 
prefented firft to our confideration. Let the 
minifters of rehgion, fblicitous that they mo^ 
he found in the day of Cbri/i not to have run 
ht pain, neither to have laboured in vain, pur^ 
fue the leveral tracks of argument andper* 
fuafion, which, they lee recommended by the 
footfteps of the prophets and apoftlesw Yet 
whatever be the courle to which the ambaf- 
fador of Chrifl relbrts in his exertions to con- 
ciliate a refraAory world to the offer of 
pardon and peace, love to God and our Re- 
deemer, whether mentioned firft or laft, iiiuft 
be the fountain from which every human 
duty is derived. Chrift is the corner-ftone of 
the belief and the praftice of a Chrrftian. 
Is faith preached ? It muft be faith in Chrift:. 
Are good works inculcated ? They muft be 
good works growing out of that faith. Arc 
holy principles, and views, and tempers, re- 
quired ? It is that yo\u: Ibuls may be con- 
formed to the image of Chrift. Is love to 
your neighbour enjoined? It is in imitation 
of that love wherewith Chrift loved him, 
and gave himfelf for him an offering and a 

facrifice 
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Sacrifice unto God. Whatever is taught, 
whatever is commanded, whatever is forbid- 
den ; whether we exhort, or perfuade, whe- 
ther we fpeak of the glory thatJbaU he revealed, 
or as knowing the terrors of the Lordy this is 
our ground- work and our purpofe : Tha t God 
may in all things he glorified through Jefus^ 
Chrifi ; to whom be praife and dominion for ever 
knd ever ! 

On the prefent occaiion I purpofe to ex- 
plain the different branches of human duty, 
according to the order in which they are 
arranged by the prophet. 
^^ The chapter whence the paffage before us 
is taken, opens with fingular magnificence. 
Jehovah commands his chofen people to 
arifc, and plead their caufe againfl Him : 
and fummons the hills and the motintainSy and 
ihefrong foundations of the earth, to hear and 
to decide the controverfy between his rebelli- 
ous fervants and Himfelf. Scarcely has he 
made mention of his mercies in refcuing 
the children of Ifrael from the bondage of 
Egypt, and the machinations of Balak, when 
he is reprefented as fuddenly interrupted by 
the impaflioned exclamations of one of the 
multitude, pierced with a convicftion of his 
own fin and of the divine goodnefs, and ea- 
gerly 
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gjrly enquiring after the means of making 
atonement for his guilt, and regaining the 
favour of Omnipotence. Wherewith Jball I 

* 

come before the Lord, and how niyfelf hefore the 
High God? Shall I come hefore Him with 
Burnt-offeriftgs, with calves of a year old? Will 
the Lord be pleafed with thoufands of rams, or 
with ten thoufands of rivers of oil ? Shall I 
give my firfl-horn for my tranfgre/Jion, the fruit 
of my hody for the fin of my soul (a) P The 
j>rophet, in the name of God, returns the an- 
iwer, He hath /hewed ihee^ O man, whmt is 
good. And what doth the Lord thy God re^ 
quire of thee, hut to dojtiftly^ and to love mercy ^ 
and to walk humbly with thy God? 

The queftion is as interefting to us as it 
was to the Jew. Let us confider the replj 
as addrefled to ourfelves. 

I. He hath fhewed thee, O man, what Is 
good. So clearly hath God made known 
whatever is neceflary to falvation, that they 
who attain not falvation Ihall ftand without 

(a) A cptic of grej^t eminence conlidcrs thefc words as 
fpoken by Balak. To that opinion another aflents, with 
the exception of attributing the firft part of v^trfe 7 to Ba- 
laam. The context, I appiehend, affigns the whole pai^ 
fage to the mouth of a Jew* j^ut its importf whoever be 
the fpe&ker, Is the fame* 
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cxcuie. In the hccd^L of every man he batk 
implanted a tiatural confcience^ capable oC 
difcriminating between good and evil, pre* 
pared with fecret flings for the chaftifement 
of guilt, and with filent approbation for the 
encouragement of obedience. But confciencc, 
may be blinded and led aftray, may be har-* 
dened and deadened by the praftice of fin* 
God has therefore given to us His wntten 
word. In the Old Teftament, by the mouth 
cf His holy prophets ; in the New Teftament,^ 
l>y the mouth of His own Son, and of the 
apoftks of His fon. He replies in the plained 
tetxQs to the momentous queftlon, What 
rouft we do to be faved ? He fets before u? 
the way oi life and the way of death ; the 
road to Heaven, and the road to HcH. He has 
diftingaifhed them by marks fo ftriking, that 
it is impoffiblc that the one track can be mif- 
taken for the other by a fmcere and humble 
enquirer. He has fhewn them to be as different 
as light and darknefs, as widely feparated as the 
caft from the weft. By hope and by fear, by ar- 
gument and by entreaty, by mercy and by judg- 
ment, he urges us to choofe the path of life, 
and to fly from the way of deftruction. On 
every man he bcftows power to attain eternal 

rife; 
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JHfe ; he ^niirrcs to every 'i^ithful 'ilippliaiit tix: 

all-fufficient influena of his Holy Spirit : not 

only that it may tnli^teti the mind to \m&cx^ 

iftand the S;criptuTes, but may alio p9c graoe 

to obey thena. He commands his mimfters to 

f reach the Gcupel throughout all the v^rld I0 

tvery creature ; to proclaim the ofier of tmi* 

'verfal falvation^ to call iinnets to repentance^ 

to intlruct the ignorant, to ilxengthea the 

' We0k ; to denoimce vengeance on liie caisdds 1 

and obftinate, and to confirm and animate the \ 

* pious. Thus, traly may it be affirmed^ that 

<56d hath (hewed us what is good; thns 

touly may it be affirmed, that God wiUeA 

not the death of the wicked, but tibat all 

ihonld be converted and live. If you knovr 

not your duty, it is becaufe you will not 

know it. If you perilh through ignorance, 

it is becaufe you prefer ignoifance to under* 

ftanding. 

II. -What then muft we do to be laved ? 
The prophet anfwcrs the enquirer. Do juftly, — 
love mercy^,— and walk humbly with yxnir 
God. 

Firft, You muft do ju^ly. You muft be 
juft in every part of every one of your pro- 
ceedings: you muft render to every man, you 

muft 
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muft render cheerfully, and without delay, 
that which belongs to him. 

This rule obliges you on all occafions to 
i^ak the truth ; for a lie is not only a breach 
of your duty to God, w ho is a God of truth, 
and hateth deceit, but is alfo.a breach of your 
duty to yoxir neighbour. The man to whom 
you addrefs a lie, you feek to Receive ; you 
lead him aftray, you caufe him to form expec- 
tations, or to cherilh hopes, or to adopt mea- 
fiires, upon the ftrength of your words ; and 
thoie words are falle ! Thus, as far as de- 
pends on yourself, you injure him : a lie, 
therefore, is a breach of juftice ; and when- 
ever you are guilty of a lie, you are guilty of 
a crime which belongs to the fame clafs with 
theft and robbery. Beware then of deeming 
yourfelf an honeft man, if you are a wilful 
liar : aind Icaft of all, if you arc a flanderer, 
robbing your neighbour of that which is more 
valuable, that which is lefs recoverable than 
riches, his good name. 

The rule of doing juftly conftrains you, in 
the next place, to be a faithful fubject to the 
King ; to fubmit to all who are entitled to 
authority over you , and to obey all the laws 
of your country ; for obedience is due to 
the king, and to all inferior magiftrates, ac- 
cording to their fcveral llations. If you fail 

in 



I 

On the Extent of genuine Religion. 303 

in rendering obedience, you defraud them of 
their right. You teceiivc the proteftion of 
the laws, — are you not then bound and 
pledged to obey them ? 

Again : Juftice prohibits you from ii^uring 
the perfon and reftraining the liberty of your 
neighbour. The free enjoyment of his life 
and limbs is a right conferred upon him by 
his Creator, and guarantefed by the llatutes rf 
the realm. Do you interfere with the poflef^ 
iion which he holds under the fandion of hit 
country and his God, and pretend that you 
depriverfiim not of that which is his own ? 

Again : Juftice requires that you fliould in 
no reipeft injure your neighbour's property* 
The methods by which another may be in- 
jured in his property are numbcrleis. In 
feme cafes the guilt is fo palpable, that it can- 
not be miftakcn. If a man commits a for- 
gery ; if he robs on the highway ; if he fteak 
an article privately ; if he maliciously dama- 
ges the pofleffion of another, — he is inftantly 
pronounced unjuft. But there are other cafes 
in which the fentencc is equally deferved, and 
is alTuredly pronounced by the all-feeing 
Judge, while the criminal perceives not, nor 
perceives with more than ufual reluctance the 
extent of his injuftice. Thus a perfon, it may 

be. 



304 On the EoctetU of gen ume Rel^kn. 

I)e, who has found property whiqh docs not 
lielong to him, takes no pains to find out the 
anght owner ; but fatisfies his coniciencc with 
thinking that he is ready to make rcftitution, 
if the ownei' fliould unluckily find him out. 
Another, perhaps, who is engaged in a law- 
&it, contrives to entail on his adverfafy unne* 
ccSkry expence or delay, and «xcufes himielf 
by profefling that it is not unfeir to feizc any 
advantage which ofFerjs itfelf in .a conteft. 
Another circulates counterfeit money, pre- 
tending that, as he has received it, he has a 
right to pafs it : in other words, that becaufe 
ie has carelcflly permitted an impofition to 
\)C praAifed on himfelf, he has acquired the 
right of imposing upon the reft of the world. 
Another conveys false intimations refpedling 
die nature or the intrinfic worth of an article 
which he fells ; and thus induces his cuftomer 
to give a higher price than he would other- 
wife; have confented to pay. Another loiters 
away part of the time during which he has 
engaged to work for a matter ; and claims a 
whole day's wages, when in fact he has 
worked but three quarters of a day. Every 
one of thefe perlbns injures his neighbour 
in his property, as well as breaks the com- 
mandment of God, to do jufil^. Your own 

thoughts, 
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tfciaugh.tt, if you direft dbcm to the il^je^ 
mil fepply additional examples, in dfl your 
^Mlings wkh others, reijaember -the (hort ndc 
^witfc ^ioh Chrift has fomilhcd yOu. ff'i^t/o^ 
4wr ye would that mm Jbotdd do to you, do ye 
^foenjo to them, Aflc y outlcdf in eveag^ inftwicc, 
w Anii I «o w a^ing as I would wifli others to 
«<* unto me ?" Tiy: yourfi;lf fairly hy that 
•^pie^on ; reiblve, 4indef «^e <grace of @od, to 
^A <as your Gohfde^cie 4MiA«erB^ f»d y<m 
^barccly can fall into injufticc, 
. Secondly : Yqu wc ft /w^ mert^. Mcfct 
£ghifies Christian ^hurt<^ in its Iqtgeft ib:i&* 
^ includes every thing which we mean by rf- 
4fc^bion^ benevolence, Jcindnefs^ tendcmefi, 
^mildncis, meeknefs^ patience^ forgivenefs ; and 
hy every other exprcflipn which implies good^ 
^will to men. It comprehends every humane, 
■gcniie, and compaffionatc difpofition, as well 
lEs all thofe anions by which the exigence of 
^ilich difpoiitions is to be proved. *Obferve now 
.the difference of the terms in which God re- 
quires from us : firil juftice, then mercy. Wc 
arc to dojujily ; we are to love mercy ^ Not but 
that we are alfo to love to do juftice. But the 
difference in the words of the commandment 
refpe^ting thefe duties naturally arifcs from the- 
.difference between the duties-dicfl;iielvc9» Juf- 
Vol.. L X 
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tice admits of no degrees. Wc are jiift, St 
we are unjuft. If we arc not perfe<Siy juft> 
j wc arc unjuft. If you withhold from your 
neighbour a fmgle penny which belongs to 
him ; if in any tranfadlion you defraud him 
df the fmalleft flim ; if you impofc upon hingi 
^cvcr fo little, if you injure him in any one oC 
his rights, though it be of all hi3 tights jthc 
ileaft ^Onfidcrablc, you are unjuft. God tiicrC'- 
4bre fimply Qomi»ands you to do Ju/ily. - Thcfe 
words require of you* tp do juftice in every 
•parficftilat;;. for otherwifc you do unjuftly* 
They comprehend eveiy ad of duty which 
is a branch oi juftice. - They leave nothing 
unrequired. But mercy is in its own xiature 
capable of gradations. Of two perfons, of 
each of whom it may not improperly be af- 
firmed that he is merciful, the one may be 
more merciful than the other. The com- 
jnandmcnt therefore does not fay, " Thou 
'' flialt do mercifully ;" or, " Thou fhalt Ihew 
*' mercy." Had fuch been the expreffion, 
men would induftrioufly have perfuaded them- 
felves that by fmall, or moderate, or occa- 
fional a<3:s of mercy they fufficiently obeyed 
the commandment. What is the injunction ? 
.^^Thou Ihalt love mtrcy \' thy heart (hall 
be conftantly fct on deeds of mercy; they 

Ihal 
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(hall be thy ftudy : they fljall he a delight 
unto thee. Hear with what energy of lan- 
guage mercy in all its branches is enjoined 
throughout the Scriptures. Be ye merciftkli 
as your Father alfo is merclfuL Be kindly 
affedt toned one towards another in brotherly love^ 
in honour, preferring one another. Rejoice with 
ibein that rejoice ^ and weep with them that 
weep. Let allhitternefs. gnJ^iorath^ and anger ^ 
and clamour y and evil-jpeaymg be put away from 
you, with all malice. ' And he ye . kind one to 
another^ tender-hearted^ Jorgiving one another^ 
Walk in love as Chriji loVed us. Love your 
enemies ; do good to, them that hate you; hlefs 
them that curfe you ; pray for them which 
defpitefully ufe you. Be ready to diftribute, 
"willing to communicate. If any man feeth 
bis brother have need, and fhutteth up ii^ 
.how els of compaffion from him^ how dwellcth 
the love of God in him P Remember the words of 
the Lord Jefus, how he f aid, It is more ble/fed 
to give than to receive {b). Take your Bible 
into your hand ; examine yourfelf by thefc 
paflages of holy writ ; confider them one by 
one : you will thus difcover whether you love 
-mercy. If you truly love mercy, it will be 

(6) Luke vi. 36. Romans xii. 10, 15. Ephef. iv. 31, 
82, V. 2. Matthew r. 44. 1 Timothy vi. 18.- 1 John iii. 
\7, Aasxx. 35. 

X z your 



90% €hihe tjrt^t i^gMum kt&gim. 

^our ptirfuit mA your pledifuit to fiserlbrm 
a^ erf* mercy ; ycm wifl not idJy tvait utrtil 
dppCMtuAi^ of cjceirifing kindnefs may ckatier 
tt> ibree themfelves upcdi ydut iioCice ; ycm 
^n *n4»iifly iberch for l^m ; you wi41 dt*» 
ligfct ill tttl^ittg yduorifrlf of «iy one, )mw^ 
ft^fer fmal], which way atife } m every ofte 
ibf ycmr feUi^wr - caieatures you will behdd, * 
lifoifier whom <5bd, your Creator, formed « 
fer whom Qnrift, your Redeemer, died* 
The lempord welferc, the everlafting interefis 
<>f ^that btether^ wiH be dear to your heart. 
You will bear with ignorance, with peevifh*- 
«efs, with enmity, with iiigratittide, ds a 
HDhriftian, You will regard the c>fiences df 
i>thers againfl yourlelf as wifely adapted to 
fidmonilh you of your own infinitely greater 
oiFenccs againft God. You will not conceive, 
that you difcharge your duty as to almfgiving^ 
by accommodating the icale of your gifts to 
fuch a portion of your income as would 
yemain not only when the demands of rea- 
/bnable pmdenoc, but when the claims of 
fafliion and plealurc fliould have been fatisfied 
to the uttermoft. You will habitually dif- 
ciplinc and moderate your dclires, and cur- 
tail all ncedlcfs expences, that you may havt 
the more to ;giYe to liim that needeth. 

Thirdly : 
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Thirdly : You are to walk bunit)Iy widi 
your God. To walk with 6od> ii^fies^ in 
the language of fcripture, to be a faithful 
da^ zealous fervant of God. Thus it is laid 
of Enochs that he walked with God; and 
b$ was not. He was no longer to be found on 
earth ; for God took kim. His piety and holi- 
nefs were £o eminent^ that Grod diflinguiihed 
htm by tranflating him alive into Heavem 
Again : We are told that NmB was ajiffi man, 
snd perfeSl in his gineratitm ; and Noah walked 
with God; and his heavenly Mafter^ as a 
iignai reward, preierved him and his family 
6om the deluge. We, like thefe holy men 
4}f old> and like the righteous in all ages who 
liave trodden in their footfieps, are alio to walk 
with God ; and, like them, we are to walk 
humbly with our God. We are to bring our 
whole hearts as well as our actions into flibjec- 
tion to the divine will. If you would obtain 
Ovation, you muft become like the Ifraelite^ 
to whofe enquiries the words of Micah were a 
reply, humbled to the duii in ibrrow for ycwr 
guilt, and fervently defirous of fubmitting to 
any method of reconciliation with the Majefty 
of Heaven. But are you, like that liraelite^ 
looking round for burnt-offerings to prefent 
imto the Lord? My Son, G<d will provide 

X 3 ii^ffelf 
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blmfilf a lanih for n hurnUoffertng {c). Would 
you give your fir/i-born for your tranfgrep 

fion\ the fru'tt of yotir body for tbefm of your 

foul? Not your firft- bom is the atonement^ 
but the only begotten Son of God, 'His 
mvift he tlie blood wherewith you come be- 
foie the Lord, and bow yourfelf before, the 
Moft High. Look to the crofs of Chrift, and 
to that alone. Difciaim all prefumption*, all 
boa^iing, ail ielf-righteoufnefs, all dependence 
on your .own lirength to will or to perform. 
Prefcnt youriclf before God, not as a Phari- 
fee demandinir reward as a debt; not as a 
.yaunter proielfing to be rich, and bearing 
payment in his hand for a blefling which he 
w^ould purchafe, — but as a fmner imploring 

. pardon and mercy through Chrift, as otherwife 
totally unattainable, as in every point and 
circumftance the free and unmerited gifts 
of divine grace. Look through Chrift to 
the Holy Spirit for power to refift temp- 
tation, for power to form good refolutions, for 
power to carry them into efFed:, Remem- 
ber that, while God refifletb the proudy it 
is to the humble that he gheth grace (d). 

• When you have done all,\ confefs that you 
are an unprofitable fervant to your Lord; 
that you have done only that which was your 

(c) Gen. xxii. 8. (d) I Peter v. 5. 

boundcn 
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lK>unden duty. This it is to walk bumhly 
^th your God in the general frame and tcm-^ 
per of your foul. In all the changeful fitua* 
tions of your life, evince by your conduct 
this charaifteriftic temper of a Chriilian. Arc 
you in profperity ? Walk humbly with your 
God, Confefs that it is he who, of his own 
loving-kindncfs, giveth you all thiiigs richly^ 
to enjoy ; — confefs, with the Patriarch Jacobs 
O Lord^ I am not worthy of the leafi of thefe 
thy mercies (e)! Let the Giver be glorified in 
his gifts, *^ Now ye are full, now yc arc rich/' 
Be it fo. *^ Who maketh thee to differ from 
" another ? And what haft thou that thou 
** didfl not receive ? Now, if thou didft receive 
it, why doft thou ^ory, as if thou hadft not 
received it CfJ ?" The moft diftinguifhed is 
your profperity, the more earneft be your foli- 
citude to become meek, humble, and fbber- 
minded. Bemember, that he who lifteth up, 
can caft down ; — that he who bcftowcth can 
take away ! Remember, that thou hafi: here 
no continuing city. Look at that withering 
flower, and behold how perilhable are all the 
glories which derive their nutriment from 
earth. Has advcrfity overtaken you ? Have 
trials, and afHidiions, and ficknefles clouded 
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yow dayi ? Walk humbly with yo\xt God i 
bumble yotirfetf under hb chaftifihg hand. It 
is the Lord: kt birii do what feemeth him 
l^oodfg). Reflect on his unbounded wifdoni,- 
Jms incxhauftiblc loving ^ kindnefs. '* Wha^l^ 
^' ftiall wc reeeive good at the hand of God, and 
^ fhaU ^6 not receive evil (bj ?" Knoweth ho 
p6t wh?t ii» fitteft for yotr ? Loveth he not thd 
work of His own hand, the foul for vrhich ho 
|avc Hi^ Son unto dedth ? '' Verily, he chaA 
^' tiieth xth for our profit, that we may be paf •* 
'^ takers of his holincls :" and although no chaf^ 
Hnifj^ for the prefent feemetb to he joyous^ bAi 
grievotts, nevertbele/s, afterwardi it yieldeib the 
fetkeahle fruits of rigbteoUfne/s imto them ^bicb 
are e jeer c fed thereby (/), and walk hun^bly wit^ 
their God, Finally, Obferve his laws with re^ 
verence ; and humbly render equal pbedienccr 
to theni all. Prefume not to think that yot| 
may venture to neglect any comrpandment 
which God has pronounced. Doft thou re- 
ftife fubmil^pn to any one of His injunctions? 
tnd iayeft thou, That thou walkcft humbly 
with Him ? Be diligent in frequenting the 
public worlhip of your Lord, and receive 
His word with humility. Slight not any op- 
portunity of attending the holy communion, 
in humble and thankfxil remembrance of your 

(^) 1 S4m. iii. IB, {h] JobiL 10. (i) Heb, xii. 10, 11. 
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cruGifi^ Matter. In every things hy prayer srna^ 
Ju^licatioHf public and private, let yaur re^ 
quefts he made knmj^n unto Godfj) ; and hum-v 
biy offer up to Him all your petitions, in the 
name ef the appointed Mediator and Intereei^ 
for, Jefus Ghrift. 

IIL It appears then that to the Jew and ta 
the Chriilian the fum and fubflance of religioa 
have ever been the fame. To do juitiy, ta 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with God^ 
in grateful dependefice and univerfal obedience i 
this it has been, this it is, to be a fervant of the 
Moft Highl The duties of Juftice and of 
Mercy, duties placed within the Iphcre erf* hu*» 
man reafon, were developed in die Scriptures 
of the Old Teftament to the Jew. Before the. 
Chriftian they iiand arrayed in brighter radi* 
ance, borrowed from the precepts and tKc ex-^ 
ample of his Lord. To the Jew, the general 
obligation of walking humbly with his God 
was unfolded. The Chriftian, furveying it in 
clearer luftrc, afcribes the acceffion of light to 
bis Saviour; but as to the greateft of the 
events in the divine* economy, to which that 
general obligation pointed, the Jew was com« 
par^vcly in darknefs. He little underftood 
^tbe method by which expiation was to be 

(jf) Phil iv. «• 
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tnadefor guilt: he looked for juftification to 
his humt-ofFerings and facrificcs, — to the blood 
Gfbnlls and of goats, which could never take away 
Jin (K). Through the veil of types and em- 
blems, he difcemed not the true atonement. 
He had heard of One who Ihould fave Ifrael ; 
but he looked to deliverance from worldly foes, 
to pre-eminence over proftrate kingdoms. He 
kad heard of One who fliould redeem IJrael 
from all hh iniquities (/) ; but he looked only 
to the fuller eftablilhment of the Mofaic law. 
He was aflured that the Redeemer Ihould be 
ftricken for the tranfgreffion of his people ; 
that he fhould pour out his foul unto d^th ; 
that he Ihould niake his foul an offering for 
iin ; that he ihould bear the fins of many, and 
make intercellion for the tranfgrefTors (m) ; but 
pride ftupificd his heart. Vain of his exclufive 
privileges, he deemed them all - fufficient. 
Averfe to the righteoufnefs of God, he flood up- 
on the deeds of the law. Dazzled by phantoms 
of temporal grandeur, he fhut his eyes againfl 
the image of a fufFering Mefliah. To the 
Chriflian, thefe myfleries are revealed, — thefe 
Ihadows arc become realities. He knows that 
ly the deeds, whether of the ceremonial or of 
the moral law, pall noflejb he jufitfied in the 

(h) Heb. X. 4. (0 Pfalm cxxx. 8. {m) Ifaiah liii. 
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Jight of God. He renounces all claim to mcril^ 
even in the leaft imperfeft of his works ; antl 
pleads for pardon and juftification folely thro* 
the propitiatory facrifice of the Son of God! 
In Cbrtft JefuSy contemplated by the eye of faitk 
on the crofs, he beholds wl/'dotny and rlghteouf- 
ftefsy and fa7i£iificat tony and redemptiony that, m 
it is writ'teny be that glorietb, let him glory in 
the Lord (w). 

Survey then, my brethcn, your advantages* 
From him to whom much is givenymuchjballbe re^ 
quired {o). Have you pondered this rule ? Have 
you confidered the confequences of falling ihoct 

. when tried by this ftandard? Moft conlpicuoufly 
hath God Ihewed you what is good, — what 
he requires you to believe, and what he requires 
you to perform. Have you obferved then to do 
juftly ? Are you upright and faithful in all 
your words and in all your aftions, as jufticc 
indifpenfably demands? You may forget Jus- 
tice ; but God will not forget it. Yo\i may 
refufe to render to others that which belongs tp 
them ; but he will render to you according to 
your works. God is not a man, that he Jbould 
lie. Hath hefpoken, andjhall he not do it P The 
Lord Inoweth how to referve the unjti/i unto the 
day of judgment to be punifbed(p). Hevvriljl 

(n) 1 Cor. !. 30, 31. (o) Lukexii. 48- (jp^ Num. 

XKtii. 19. 2Pet.ii.9. 

iurcly 
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Sorely fialSl Im irard ; he witi accDm|>fifl> hm 
Arfeatenifigsw Tke h^e^f the imJ4ifimaitp^ 
tjfbetb (q). He may &rt:ter himi^ v\ itk hopes^ 
«f UcaTca ; hut^ as furely as the word of God 
il fnie, be wiB &id himielf among the wicked 
lirho a^re turned into Hell. Do you love mercy f 
Hare you aot only proved y ourfeif gentle^ kin4» 
tteder-beavtedy companionate^ and charitable^ 
in. your ordinary proceedings ; but have yc«i 
dil^ently ^ght opportunities of exej;:c»fing 
tfadc Chriftiasi virtues, and placed your dehght 
ift the e»;rciie of them i Have you. remeixi^ 
htttd t&e infinite and unmerited mercy of Je-^ 
4im Chfift> in dying on ^e cro& to make atoiie<* 
nCQt for yom iins> that if, throtigh his oiFered 
grace» yocr repent, and believe, and obey, you 
tfiay be received for His ikkc into Heaven ? 
JSe wJhJbeweib na mercy ^ Jhall have judgment 
witkoui mercy ^ 1^ you forgive not men tieir 
tre^ajfes ngain/i you, neither will your Heavenly 
Father forgive your trefpaffes{f) againft HimlelH 
Do you walk humbly with your God I Do 
you acknowledge your utter unworthinefs ii> 
liis fight ? Do you confeft the original corrup-^ 
tion of your nature, and your numberlefs tranf- 
grcflions, by thought, and word, and deed of 
the righteous laws of your God ? Have you 

l^y PiGv. xu7. frjjajncsu. 13. Matt. vj. 15. 

flea 
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fled for falvation toChiift^ throu^ whom aJbnt 

yoiir Lord and Matter ? Arc old things Pqffei 
4iwqy, and ail things become new ? H^s the 
grace of the 'Spirit of Chrift tratisFormcd joa 
into a new creature {s) ? Do you pr4y for die 
continued influence of that Spirit to enable jaa 
to fhew youifelf a finccic icrvant of tbe Lofd 
Jefus ? Do you humbly fubmit your ims^ 
nations and deiires to his gofpel ? Do y<n 
flxive to love what he commands you to lovc^ 
and cheerfuUy to renounce what he forbids) 
Ji^low him now^ that he may ackaowk^jjjf 
you hereafter* If you are not one x^ his ftith^^ 
ivi followers on earthy he will deny you^ ^and 
icafi: you out at the ^at day ! Love Him vwids 
your wh<de iieart^ humbly and fisdfafHy "{cxv^ 
Him here, and he will own you before aflem^ 
Jbled angds^ and j:eceivc you for ever iaCa 
^loiyl 

(i) 4 Cor. r. 17^ 
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JAMES IV. 13 — 17. 

'Go to now, ye that fay, ** To-day, or to-tnor'^ 
'* row, we Will go hitojuch a City, and con^ 
'^ iinue there a Year, and buy and fell, arid 
^^ get Gain.'^ Whereas, ye know not what 

Jhallhe on the Morrow; for what is your Life? 
It is even a Vapour, that appeareth for a little 
Time, and then vani/heth away. For that 

ye ought to fay, *^ If the Lord will, wefball 
" live and do this or that ;" hut now ye rejoice 
in your Boa/lings : allfuch Rejoicing is Evil. 
Therefore, to him that knoweth to do good, 

and doeth it not, to him it is Sin. 

TPHE Scriptures abound with admonitions 

calculated to undeceive mankind, refpeft- 

ing the importance and the natural effects of 

wealth. If riches increafe, faith the warning 

voice 
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iroicc of the Old Teftamcnt, f^t not your heart 
Tipon them. Let not the rich man glory in hir 
rkhes : he that trujieth in his riches JballfalL 
He that trtiftetb in the abundance of bis riches^ 
Jlrengtheneth him/elf in his wickednefs. Give 
me not riches, left I he full, and deny thee, and 
fay. Who is the Lord (^) V In the New Tefta- 
mcnt, the awful exclamation of our Saviour, 
How hardly Jhall they that have riches enter in- 
to the kingdom of God (i), would of itfelf be 
fufficient, after the moft ample deduAions 
' which could be required on account of the pe- 
culiarity of the occafion on which it was ut- 
tered, to eftablilh, by the fanction of his imme- 
diate authority, the antecedent declarations of 
prophets, and the fubfequent teftimony of 
apoftles, concerning' the deftruftive influencic 
of the idol of mankind. That the love of money 
is the root of all evil \ that there is no degree, 
no fpecies of criminality to which the thirft of 
gold may not prove a fuccefsful incentive ; that 
they who will he rich, they who are reiblved on 
the accumulation of poflelfions, fall into temp-- 
tation and a fnare, and into many fooltjh and 
hurtful Ill/is, which drown men in deftru6lion 
and perdition ; that, while fome have coveted 

(a) Pf. Ixii. 10. Jer. wc . 23. Prov. xi. 28. Pf. lii. 7. 
Pfov. XXX. 8, 9. (b) Mark x. 23. 

aftfr 
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rfur wfdtbf they iw0 trrH from ih fak&^ 
0nd^erc4d tbfim/ehei iiroyg^witb mmy fir?^ 
rcwsy they Mve ^poi^ti jcc4 i&qm Chriftiamtj^ 
and overwhcjlmed tbcm&lvifBts wiib remotie^ aik* 
fffjx^y and defpoir. This is tjt^ f^eoordod tf^At 
cf Ac jvidgmcnt and ^xpearience of St 3Paid j(c) ! 
ijpliuit itfnoQg the iacred writ(KS, \thci^e is ik> one 
iQOcc iireqiient or ^pftore ^^lergetic thap Sc; 
Jaine^i^ in deuuoci/itions ag^inft tmai^^e'ficns^ 
whom Jiches plunge into enorxnities. The 
two leaiding foiuces x)f <yil, which ^le repie* 
iented in the iu^ired writings as detiyed &om 
^e influence of ricjies over the ;heart^ are 
Tvorldly - mindednefs and fetf - dependence, 
aftgaijift thefe fortrefles of guilt, ibmetiBfK» 
■battered ieparately, ibmetimes aflailed in the 
iame onfet, the iacred artillery of Scripture is 
unremittingly direded. 

In the verfes immediately under your con- 
-fideration, the apofUe points the vehamencc 
jpf his attack againft felf-dependcnce. Go to^ 
rioWyye that fay y^ To-day y or to-morronv, w€ will 
** go into Jucb a city, and continue there ayear\ 
•" and huy and fell, and get gain'' Whereas ye 
know not what Jb all he on the morrow. For 
^V^bat is your life P It is even a vapour that ap- 

j^earetb for a little time, and then vanifbeth 

> 

(c) I Tim. vi. 9, JO. 

away. 



<«it^ ; fir that ye ought to fay y If the Lord will, 
toijhall do this or that : but tpovo yp rejoice in 
ytmt hoaftings ; alljiich rejoicing is evil. There^ 
fore, to him that kmweth to do good, and doeth H 
not, to him it isfn. 

Tbcfe words coinprchc»d fcvcral le^ni 
highly important in thcmfclves> and dofijy 
€X>nneded with each other. My intention is 
to fet them before you in order ; and to apply 
them, one by one, under the bleiRftg of 6od,^ 
to your edification. 

■A 

1. G^ to now, ye that fay, " Th-ddy, br to^ 
•^ morrow f we will go intofuch a city ; and con-- 
" tinue there a year^ and buy and fell, and get 
*' gain^ In this paffage St. James diredti 
his reproof against that difpofitioil fo commoti 
among men, to form diilant and prefiinlp-^ 
tuous plans. Did you know nothing more 
concerning human life than is to be coUeAed 
£x)m the ordinary language which refbutida 
in our dwellings and our flreets^ yoU might 
Conclude that every circumflance irt this 
world is capable of being fixed attd fettled 
Worehand by us almofl, if not altogether, to 
a certainty. You hear men e3tpi*lfing their 
purpoles relpefting their future proceedings, 
in terms which fcarcely admit the fiippofi- 
tion that thert can be any doubt whether the 

Vol. I, Y fchemc 
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icheme on which they meditate will be ac- 
complifhed. If a peribn mentions a journey 
which he propofes to undertake fome months 
bence^ bow ufual is it for him to fpeak of it 
as though it were an affair placed wholly 
within his own power, and to be decided 
merely by his own inclination ! If fickne(s, or 
{omj^ other change of circumilances, prevent 
him from executing his deiign, how ready is he 
to ^ve way to fretfulnefs, ajid to adopt the 
language of difappointment^ as though he had 
experienced fome ftrange and unufual event 
contrary to the natural colirfe of juft expecta- 
tion ! Others you hear fpeaking in terms 
equally confident, concerning projects flill more 
diftant. One perfon informs you, that when 
he fhall have employed two or three future 
years in making himlelf mailer of his trade or 
profeflion, at the place where he now refidcs, 
he fhall remove to fuch a town, or into the 
neighbourhood of fuch a manufadlory,. where, 
like others before him, he fhall fpeedily acquire 
a fortune. Another obferves, that after he fhall 
have conduced his bufjnefs until his children, 
who are now fcarcely advanced beyond in- 
fancy, are able to take the management of it 
upon themfelves, he fhall then withdraw from 
the concern, and fhall enjoy himfelf in leifurc 
and retirement. Another wearies you with a 

detail 
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AfttdS* bf the alterations which he meaiis to 
fcarry into effeft, and the manner in which ho' 
dfefigris to live, when, upon the death of fome 
relation, at prefent neither old nor Unhealthy, 
he IhaH inherit ail addition to his eftate* An* 
other is occupied in laying plans for the difpo* 
fill erf a fuccefflon of dat^hters in marriage ; 
and tdls you, that when he flutll have fettled 
the youngeft, he fhall detach himfelf from the; 
large circle of fociety in which hci^eems it ne- 
ceflary to continue until that objeft Js attain-* 
ed, and fliall remove into a niort private and 
quiet part of the country. Thefe remote pur- 
poses are ftated with decifion and uttdoncem^ 
as though they could be completed to-mor* 
roWi Or if an expreffion, alluding to a pof* 
fible uncertainty in human affairs, be inter- 
woven, it is too often accompanied with a tone 
and a countenance which evince that it comes 
not from the heart ; but is itlferted only to 
preferve appearances. The end to which St, 
James intimates that thefe fchemes are nioft 
commonly direfted 'M& gain : — ^ it is the end of 
the purfiiits of moft men. Our blefled Lord 
looked upon riches with an eye very different 
from that of the world. lie faw that they 
generally proved grievous hindrances to ite* 
ligion. To that memorable cxprcfBon, in 

Y z winch, 
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which he avierer that^ but for the gracac otf 
God^ with whom all things are poiCble^ thejr 
would prove themielves iniuperable ohfiaclei 
in the path of ialvation, I have already had 
cccafion to refer. At another time^ he de-» 
icribes riches by the names of the Mammon tf 
Unrighteaufnefs^ the Unrighteous Mammon ; be* 
cauiethe^ are ib continually abuied to pur- 
|ioies of umighteouihe&> to covetouihefsy to 
pride^ to diflipation^ to feniuality, to corrup- 
tion. Tet on this dangerous acquiiition^ what 
Multitudes fet their hearts ! The hope of ob* 
taining wealth, or of indulging in the exijoy- 
xnent of it, enfhares men into forgetfulneis of 
God, into difregard of falvation, into guilty 
cnterprizes and purluits, into deliberate fraud 
and open violence ; and is one of the princi- 
pal caufes of that daring felf-dependence, that 
proud lecurity, which encourage them pre* 
fomptuoufly to form fchemes of dillant exe- 
cution, to utter great Jwelling words of vanity^ 
and to triumph long beforehand in the iiip- 
pofed accomplifhment of their extravagant ex- 
pe<Slations, as though they were themfelves 
entruftcd with the management of earth and 
its concerns, and exalted beyond the reach of 
oppofition from their fellow-creatures, and of 
contrcul from above. 

11. The 
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II. The next obiervation furaiihed by tke 
texti proves thi£ extreme folly of fuch prefump-> 
tigpu Ye know nof wbatjball he m tbeMcrn 
rm> ; for what is your life? It is even a va^ 
pour that appeareth for a little time^ and then 
vani/betb away. Take, tiine eafe^ iaid the rich 
man to his ioul ; thou baji much goods laid up 
far many years. Eat, drink, and he merry^ 
But what faid Qpd ? ' Thou fooh this night 
Ji^aU thy foul he required of thee {d\ ! Suppofc 
yeitr plans free from thoie cauies of failiire 
Vliiidi the worlds willing as it were to es^lude 
Gkid fiom the government of his own works^ 
denominates accidental events. Suppofe every 
precaution which prudence can devile to hato 
been adopted for the furtherance of your de« 
iigns^ — fuf^fe Fortune, as the phrafe is, to 
imile upon yoli, — fuppofe every thing, to 
^peak after the manner of men, to turn out 
well, have you any certainty of the ftdfjlment 
o£ your wiihes ? Have you the flighteft af^ 
iiirance that you have in reality advanced one 
ftep towards the attainment of your objeft } 
I look not forward," you reply, " to diftant 
years. The complete iuccefs oi my under- 
*^ taking is cloie at hand. To-morrow it will 
^^ be within my grafp.'* Boqft not thyfelfoj 

(d) Luke xii. IQ, 20. 

Y3 t^ 
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to-morrow ; for thou knoweft not what a day may 
hring forth [e). Death comes ; and in a mo- 
Hient fweeps away thee and thy plans for evcf ! 
^for many his days arc as grafs ; as ajlewer of 
the field, fo he fourl/hetb : for the wind paffeth 
elver it, dnd it is gone ; and the place thereof 
Jballknow it no more(f). Can riches bribd 
Death, or make a bargain with the tomb ? As 
the flower of the grafs fball4he rich man pafi 
away ; for the fun is no fooner rifen with a, 
huming heat, but it with^reth the grafs, * and^ 
the fieiwer thereof falleth, and the grace 4ftb$ 

/fafhion of it peri/beth ; fo alfofhall the riob pum 
fade away (g*). During the period which has 
elapfed fince I firil imdertook the office of in-^ 
ftruftingyou, however imperfectly, yet accord-' 
ing to the extent of my knowledge, in the 
word of God and the golpel of his Son, how 
many fchemes and projects formed by your 
neighbours and by your relations have been dif- 
concerted by Death ! How many perfons, 
whom, in fucceflive years, I haye beheld and 
addrefled from this place, have vanilhed from 
among the children of men, and have left their 
ftations to be filled by you ! Where are now 
the plans to which many of them had given 
vp their hearts, — • the confident expeftations 

{e) Prov. xxvii. 1. (/) Pfalm ciii. 15, 16. (^) James i. 
10,11. 

of 
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of worldly acquifitions which occupied their 
bofoms, — the health and length of days which 
they had prbmifed themfelves that they fhould 
enjoy ! All are utterly at an end ! The 
plans, the expeiftatiohs, the promifes, arc no 
Jnore ; and they who formed and cheriftied 
them, for ever removed into another ftate of 
being, are awaiting a refurreSilon of life, or a 
refurreSiion of damnation. If other warning! 
are incffeftual, receive inftruAion from your 
departed parents and near kindred. Think 
what would be the advice which they would 
how convey to your ears, were it poffible that^- 
from their prclent abode, they could hold 
communication with you. For what is your 
JifeP Is it not a vapour that pqffetb awayP 
Who is there among us that can affure him- 
fclf that he Ihall fee the clofe of the year which 
is now begun ? Who is there among. us, my 
brethren, that can promife to himfelf that he 
ihall be found to-morrow in the land of the 
living ? We may all be alive to-morrow : 
but that we, who are now aflembled together, 
Ihall not all be alive when twelve months Ihall 
have performed their courfe, is as nearly cer- 
tain as any thing is upon earth. If but one 
of us fhall before that time be numbered with 
the dead, — who is that perfon ? Every one 
of us may look up to Heaven in awful fufpenfc, 

Y 4 and 
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and faj^ Lord, is it IP J-^eam then^ through 
the grace of God, Jo to pumheryour days, that 
jfou may apply your hearts t(t$io wlfdom (h)^ 
Form no plans in your own ftrength ; — ioxvo, 
lio diftant plans. Focm one plan,, and one 
plan pnly, with folicitude ; and let that pla^ 
be to be religious. Qn earth you are fojounn 
prs and pilgrims ; — of the world to come you 
wUl be inhabitants for ever ! The things that 
arefeen are temporal; the things that are n/otfeen, 
ore eternal (i). If you are not yet a true ler- 
vant of Chrift Jeius,— if you have not yet that 
genuine faith \yhich worketh by love, — if it 
be not yet your meat and drink, your iiipport 
and your comfort, iftedfafUy to live unto God 
and imto Chjriil, habitually to ftrive in every 
particular to perform, at all ha:^ards, as an obe« 
dient ancf aflFediqnate fbn, the will of your 
heavenly Father, {cek thp grace of Qod while 
yet it may be found. The prefcrit year may 
look upon yQur gr^ve. 

. III. The apoftle, in the next place, teaches 

us what is the frame of mind with which all 

our purpofes Ihould be formed. Ye ought to 

Jay, If the Lord will, wejhall do this or that. 

In all our undertakings, in aU our intentions, 

{h) Pfalm xc. 1«. (t) 2 Cor. iv. 18. 

and 
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and our proipe^b, let t£s remember that God 
15 the lyLa^er^r that we ^e the iervants ; that 
"we are nothing, that God is every thing. He 
iitteth in the heavens^ and his kingdom ruleth. 
over all. He lifteth up, oxtd he cafteth down : 
the difpofal of the lot b with Him ; and in his 
hands are the iiTues of life and death. He is 
the God of all power ! To Him we ought in 
all things ch^rfully to iiibmit ourielves ; {ct 
what can man do againil Him ? What can 
man do without Him ? How ihall any plan 
take efFed: but by his fupport ? How (hail 
any plan fail, if it be iiipported by Omnipo* 
tence ? He is the God of all wifdom ! Man 
is Iofl;4n ignorance : he knows not what ol^ects 
to puriiic ; he knows not what mea^res will 
contribute to the iuccefs of his purfuit. How 
ihall he choofe aright ? How ihall he du^e^ 
his ileps aright ? By committing himielf to 
his Maker. Set yoi;ir afiedions on thoie ob-» 
je6ls which God, in his holy word, points out 
as alone worthy of a Chriflian's regard ; pur- 
ine them on thofe principles, and by thoie 
methods which the iame holy word enjoins as 
alone lawful to a Chriftian ; — then will the 
Spirit of Chriil, the Spirit of Wiidom, main** 
tain you under his unerring guidance. God is 
the God of all goodnefs ! It is he who, of his 
pwn free bounty, has beftowed up<Hi you life, 

and 
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and all its blei&ng^. What good gif^ is there 
"which he is not ready to beflow upon you ? 
£b whoj^red not bis • own Son, but delivered 
Him np for ns ally — ^ bmojball be not witb Him 
a^Jreefy give us all tbings (j) P Will you not 
truft your iiitercfts, prefcnt and future, in the 
hands of your Creator, your Prcferver, , your 
Bedteen^r ? Let his power, his wifdom, his 
loye> be your confidence ! — let his pleafure be 
your delight J When you meditate upon any 
Afign, let it be the language riot merely of 
your lips,' but of your heart, " Jj^tbe Lord will, 
my purpbfe will be eftablifhed.'* Entertain 
not a wifh that it fhould be accompliflied, un- 
lefe it be wholly conformable to the will of God, 
Commit tby way unto tbe Lardy and be (ball bring 
it topafs{k)y if it be for thy good that it fliould 
be brought to pais. Or, if he forefees that its 
aGComplifhment would not be for thine advan- 
tage, he Ihall provide for thee real bleffings 
in the place of that imaginary good, that ac- 
tual evil, which thou hadft ignorantly chofen 
for thyfelf* 

IV. The apoftle proceeds to admonifh us^ 
that the prefumption with which men look 
forward to the accomplilhment of diftant 

(J) Rom. viii. 32. (it)Pfalm xxxvii. 5. 

plans 
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Jplans as to certaincvents, prelumptioii which 
lie had dlvta.dy flicwn to be the height of folly, 
is equally to be ftigmatized as guilt ; but now ye 
rejoice in your hoa/iings: all fucb rejoicing is 
evil. The prelumptuous men, to whom his 
epiftle was in the firft inilance addreffed, prided 
themfelvcs in their felf-dcpendence ; and openly 
took pleafiire and triumphed in their Yam* 
glorious boaftihgs. Well would it have beea 
for the Chriftian world, if the fpirit of thoie 
yaunters had died with them ! Well is it for 
yourfelves, if no portion of it has defcended 
imto you ! Every degree, even the iiaiallefl: 
degree i of fuch triumph, of flich confidence; 
is fin : for what is it but to exalt mah againft 
his Maker ! — to gratify human arrogance at 
the expence of the gloiy of God ! Is it not 
fin to refufe unequivocally to fubmit yourfelf 
to the government of Infinite Power? — of 
that infinite Power which moulded you out of 
nothing, and conferred upon you thofe very 
faculties which you are employing as inftru-^ 
ments of difobcdience ! Is it not fin to refufe 
to refign yourfelf to the direction of Infii^itc 
Wifdom ? — of that Infinite Wifdom which 
has unceafingly difplayed itfelf in providing for 
your welfare ; and has devifed for your deli- 
. verance from fin and death eternal, a plan of 
redemption fo ftupendous as to fill the hofts of 

Heaven 
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HtaTCU i/vitb achnifatioii and amazement ! Is 
itMH iitt to refufe joyfully to acquiefce in the 
detcfininations of Infinite Gpoodnefs? ->— of that 
Infinite Goodnefs which is every moment mi* 
nificrii]^ to yoa comfort^ — which drew down 
tiie Son of the Moft Hi^ from the boibm of 
tbc Father, to die for you while you were yet 
enemies, that He might reconcile you to God 
hf Hb blood ! Where is rebellion, where is 
{iridc, where is ingratitude, if not here ? Where 
fs ]Kmr &ith in God, if you heiitate iinie<- 
leniedly to confide in Him ? Where is your 
ifcverence for Him if you fcrople any token 
ef obedience ? Where is your humility, if you 
nfefife not yom own judgment before His (oun^ 
<Hs? Where is your refignation, if you lur- 
lender not all yoiu* wifhes to His choice Y 
Where is your patience, if you are not ccHrtent 
to await his pleafure ? Where is your forti- 
tude, if you flirink from bearing the abfence 
of that which He fees fit to withhold, the lof$ 
of that which He fees fit to take away } 
Where is your love for Chrift, if you decline 
any fubmiffion, any facrifice, fpr Jlis fake? 
Where is the fpirit of a Chriftian, if you dar- 
ingly form plans, or boaftfully proclaim them, 
as though you were independent of God ? 
Where is, the imitation of your Lord, if you 

refufe 
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fcfuie to |Hay, like Hi As^ ki the fmceritynf 
your fouU Father, not txff^itiU^ bta tbhte be 
done! - 

V. The iniplxed Penman, faa^mig dms £9t 
forth the proneiiefs of men preflunptuou%to 
promife to themfelves the fucceis of diftmfc 
fchennes and undertakings, the folly and tiis 
iinfulnefs of fiich conduct, and the fubmiffivie 
and pious temper of mmd with which the 
plans and puipoies of a Chriftian mui& be 
accompanied, concludes the iub|e<ft with a 
moll important admonition: — Tber^ore^ it 
bim tbat hnowetb to do good, and doetb k mt^ 
to him it is Jin. The knowledge of our dutf |» 
iince the Giver of good gifts offers to all men 
ability to perform that which they know him 
to require, takes aWay all pretences for not per- 
forming it, and leaves us without excufe* If 
I had not come and/poken unto them, £md Chrift, 
they had not bad Jin ; but now they have no doke 
for their Jin. If ye were blind, if you had ncA 
the natural capacity of imderftanding your 
duty, or if you had never poflcfled the means 
of afcertaining the will of God, yejhouldbavi 
no Jin ; but now ye fay. We fee : therefore your 
Jin remaineth (/). Ignorance, not if it be wilful, 

(/) John ix. 41. xv. 22, 

but 
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but if it be unavoidable^ is an apology fof 
neglcft and tranigreffion. The times even of 
cx)mparativc ignorance, God may have vsrinked 
at ; but now commands he ev€Jry man every- 
where to repent. You may have been, arid it 
is probable that moft of you have been of the 
number of thofe virho have again and again 
committed that very fin, concerning which St. 
James difcourles in the paffage which you have 
heard. Refleft, and call yourfelvcs to an ac- 
count. Confider whether you have not in- 
dulged yourfelves in the habit of laying plans 
Micluding a large ipace of time, and of looking^ 
forward to expefted events Hill at a diftance> 
vithout a due and lively fenfe of the uncer- 
tainty and Ihortnefs of life, the vanity of all 
worldly wifdom, and the perpetual changes, 
impoffible to be forefeen by man, to which all 
human affairs are every moment expofed : in a 
word, without a faithful and lively recolleftion 
of the overmling providence of God, a cheer- 
ful lubmiffion to his counfels, and a grateful 
dependence on Him alone for ftrength, protec- 
tion, and fuccefs. Confider whether your lan- 
guage, when you have communicated your 
defigns to others, has not been a counterpart, 
in Ipirit if not in expreffion, to that of the 
boafters in the days of St. James, who arro- 
gantly declared their intentions of going to 

traffic 
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tfaffic for a year ia this or in that city^ with b$ 
much confidence as though there had not eK^ 
iftcd a God to controul or to cut them off. 
Confider whether, if on fuch dccafions you 
have introduced fome mention of refereoce tot 
the divine pleafurc and permiifion, the cxij^td^ 
iion of refignation and dependence has iBowed 
warmly from your heart ; or has been a cold 
and formal phrafe^ produced only to' fiiilain a 
decorous appearance among men. Does your 
confcience reply, that in fpirit and in launguage 
you have refembled thofe children of Pride ? I 
fear that you have little to plead in extmua** 
tion, on the ground of ignorance. In tibis 
country, and in your iituation, you cannot hav« 
remained venially ignorant of your duty : ia 
this country, and in your fituation, in propor- 
tion as you have been ignorant, you have beea 
ignorant wilfully. Humble yourfelves and re* 
pent* In the fincerity of humiliation and pe- 
nitence, fiipplicate the Father of Mercies^ 
that, through the atonement and the intercef^ 
lion of the Lord J efus, your fm may be blot- 
ted out : that for His fake the prefumptuous 
devices of your heart and the boaftful language 
of your lips may be forgiven ; and that gi^ce 
may be bellowed upon you by the Holy Spirit, 
to prefcrve you from repeating the offence. 

By 
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By whatever clouds your mind may herefiGM 
fore have been obfcured, you now know that 
which is good'; and, if you do it not, to you it 
is fin. Be confcientiotis in a6tin^ coziibrm^ 
ably to the full extent of your knowledge ; be 
careful for nothing, except faith and holinds. 
Seek firft the kingdom of Crod and His lighte- 
oufhefs ; and all things eflential to your earthly 
welfare fhall be added unto you. Stretch not 
your thoughts forward to remote plans of 
worldly intereft. In all your plans^ remember 
that the Lord God Omnipotent rcigneth, and 
diftributeth all things to every man feverally as 
He will. Leave all things in His hands, with 
^titude for his paft mercies, with undoul)ting 
reliance on His wifdom and his love. In dif- 
courfing concerning your future purpofes, be , 
not ajbamed when it concernetb thy fouL Let 
it be vifible, unoftentatiou Qy yet clearly viii- 
ble, that you refer and commit every event to 
the good plealure of your Father, who is in 
Heaven. Why takefi thou thought, why art 
thou difquieted with anxiety, for the morrow f 
The morrow Jh all take thought for the things of 
itfelf Why ftraineft thou thine aching eyes 
in fpeculating on airy phantoms? Why 
buildeft thou for thyfelf vifionary palaces 
jimidft the vapours that hang on the extremity 

of 
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of the iky ? Thou haft here po . continuing 
city. Seek ope to come. Seek an fyfi^h pqt 
nfade With bands ^ eternal in the heavens : a fi^ 
having foundations, wbofe builder and makpr fs 
•Qod {tn). 

^ Finally : Remember that t^ copclpdipg ^-• 
monition which St. James has fq peftinpntlf 
appUed to the iirimediate fulled of }^ 4tf- 
courfe^ is in its nature a general precept, fp* 
plicable to every branch and circumftafio; of 
duty. Whether fsdth or prailicc, vhcAcjr 
doAriijies to be received, tempers tip be jf^pr 
rifhed, or a<5lions to be performed, be iii giief^ 
tion ; whether to govern or to fcrvc, to labpuir 
or to endure, to gloriiy God through the Lor4 
Jefus by evil report or by good report, by lifp 
or by death, be the office to which the Chri(^ 
tian is called fortbj it is equally and univjeprfgU^ 
true, that to him that kngweth to do good an4 
doeth it not, to him it is Jin. Reftridl pot tQ 
ipecial occafions, circumfcribe not by unvwcr 
ranted limitations, a precept comprehenflve ^ 
the fphere of hyman agency. Are you weary 
of well-doing ? Are you folicitous to curtaU 
the required tribute of true obedience ? Arc 
you inclined to cherifh ignorance, qr to dii?em- 
ble knowledge, if you may thtts efcape fr9qgi 

(«) 2 Cor. V. !♦ Hcb. xi. 10. 
Vol** L Z tllC 
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the obligation of rendering an additional tefti- 
mony of love and gratitude to God ? Is there 
any love, any gratitude, in the bofom where 
iuch thoughts are harboured ? Is there any 
fenfe of equity in that bofom ? Has thy Cre- 
ator merited thus at thine hand? Has He 
been a niggard in His mercies to thee ? Has 
He pared away from thy portion every fuper* 
fluity of comfort ? When thou wait in bon- 
dage to fin and death eternal, did His power 
make no exertion, did His wifdom devife no 
counfel, did His goodnefs fuggeft no facrifice> 
for thy fake ? Out of thine own mouth flialt 
thou be judged, thou wicked fervant ! Is 
this Xht free-will offering of the heart ? Is this 
to ferve God not grudgingly y and, as it were, of 
necejfityp What is the language of genuine 
gratitude, of genuine love } I am thine : I 
have longed after thy precepts. With my whole 
heart have I fought thee. In the path of thy 
commandments do I delight. Thy word Is very 
pure; therefore thyfervant loveth it. I love 
thy commandments above gold, yea, above fine 
gold. I rejoice at thy word as one that findetb 
great fpoll. I efteem all thy precepts concerning 
all thhtgs to be right. All thy commandments 
are right eoufnefs. O that my ways were dlreSfed 
to keep thyfiatutes ! Thenfball I not be q/bamed 
when I have refpe£i untp all thy ^ command-^ 

tnents. 
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ments («). If you lay claim to the dcnomina* 
tion of a difciple of Jefus Christ, be it in every 
point, and on every occafion your main concern 
to fulfil your known duty to the - Father^ rthc 
Son, and the Holy Ghofl ; and your duty to 
your neighbour, as a branch of your duty to 
God. Without that fledfafl concern, you pof^ 
lefs not the difpofition of a Chriftian. If, 
through the renovating influence of divinte 
grace, you have attained by efFeAual prayer this 
regenefate frame of foul ; and if, through the 
fame grace, you hold it faft unto the end, then 
are you in Cbrifl a new creature. Then have 
you fcriptural authority for your hopes that, 
whether in the courfe of the prefcnt year you 
fliall be numbered with your fathers, or flialt 
be preferved unto the dawning of another, 
you fhall be found of your Lord in peace, 
and be accepted through the righteoufnefi 
of Chrift. 

(») Pf. cxix. 5,^, 10, 36, 40, 94, 197, 148, 140, 164, 17«, 
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On 8ic Guilty and the Confequences of dc- 
i^niing the Divine Threatenings. 
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GENESIS xix. 14. 

And Lot went out, and Jj^ake unto hh Sons-m-' 
lavOj which married his Daughters, and 
faidy ^^ Up; get you out of this Place ; for 
*^ the Lord HxiiJl dejiroy this City.^* But 
he feemed as one that mocled unto his Sons^ 
in-law. 

Jut AN, fallen from originar holinefs, dark- 
ened in his underftanding and perverted 
in his defires, transforms bleflings into evils* 
The rheans of happinefs configned by the 
divine goodnefs to his application become, 
tinder his blind and unhallowed management, 
caufes and inftruments of ruin. The food, 
by which his body is to be fuHaincd in health 

and 
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^nd vigour, he employs to pamper intemper<» 
^mce ; and corrupts into a iburce of diiea&^ of 
"weaknels, of angmfli, of decay. Frqpi th^ 
word of God, the bread of Ufe, he contrives 
to extraft poifon. Expert in dcyifing mifchicf 
againfl himfelf, he draws from the fountain of 
pure do6lrine and unfulUed righteoufnefs imBr 
ginary cordials fc^ unchnAian opinicms, dn4 
imaginary palliatives for unchriftian pra^cesu 
Unlearned and unjlabk^ be wrejis at preient, as 
in the days of St. Peter, the Scripturet to bis 
invn defiruSlton. In no inftance is the depraved 
perverfenefs of the human mind more glaring 
$han in the abuie of the long-fufFering mercy 
of God. The divine forbearance, deferring 
from time to time the already protrafted veu- 
geance ; prolonging the hitherto neglecfted in- 
terval of probation : railing again and again 
with louder fummons the hitherto unregarded 
call to repentance ; renewing and eidarging the 
Jiitherto defpifed means and wafted opportuni- 
ties of grace, is beheld as miniftering encou- 
ragement to careleflhefs in fm. Man, obfti- 
nately infenfible to the accuftomcd diipenfar 
tions of mercy, hardens himfelf againft extra- 
ordinary interpoiitlons of Providence, and will 
not repent and believe, fbougb 07ie (hould rife 
from the dead\ nor though an angel Ihould bear 

Z^ to 
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to him a Ipccial warning from the Moft High; 
Among the IdifFereht nations which, in the 
days of Abraham, inhabited the l&nd of Ca-* 
naan, the people of Sodom and Gombfrah 
were diftinguifhed by fuperiority in wicked- 
nbfi. The cry of the cities arofc unto 
Heaven, and called for vengeance upon the 
-^evoufneft of their fin. The long-fufFering 
•of- God -was exhaufted; the feafon of trial 
was iulfilled ; the hour of mercy was paft ; 
the ftorni of fire and brimftone was ready to 
defcend. Among thefe habitations of guilt> 
Lot, the nephew of 'Abraham, had been un- 
happily Induced, by the fruitfulnefs of the 
iurrounding country, to take' up hi^ abode. 
He was a ju/i and righteous many faith St. 
Peter; and in feeing a7id bearing vexed his 
righteous foul from day to day with their un^ 
lawful deeds {a). In confideration of his ge- 
neral righteoufnefs, and from tender regard 
to Abraham, God mercifully pardoned the 
criminal conduct of Lot in continuing to 
dwell in fo impious a region ; and determined 
by a fpecial interpofition of providential grace 
to fend him forth from the impending de- 
ftruction. The two angels, the minifters of 
divine wrath, faid unto Lot, Haft thou ariy 

{a) 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8, 

here 
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iere hejides P Son - in - law, and tbyfons, and^ 
tby daughters, and wbatfoever tbou baft in tbe 
city, bring tbem oiU of tbis place : for we will 
deftroy tbis place, hecaufe the cry of tbem is 
waxen great before tbe face of the Lordi and 
tbe Lord batb fent us to dffiroy it. The 
words filled Lot with difmay. That his wife 
and his unmarried daughters, inhabitants of 
his own houfe, and accuilomed to look up to. 
him for direction, would obediently aqcom^. 
pany his flight, might be no prefumptuous ex-, 
peftatioh: but for his fons-in-law, dwelling 
apart in houfes of their own, and free from 
his controul as to the guidance of their pcjr-r 
ibnal conduct and that of their families, his 
heart trembled. He went out and fpake unto 
them, and faid. Up ; get you out of tbis place ; 
for tbe Lord will dejiroy tbis city. How was 
the exhortation received ? He feemed as one 
tbat mocked unto bis fons-in-law ! His words 
feemed unto tbem as idle tales ; and tbey believed 
tbem not. They beheld terror painted in his coun- 
tenance ; they beheld the anxious carncflne^ 
of his demeanour ; they heard him announce 
nothing lefs than utter deftmiiion ; they heard 
him announce it folemnly in the name of God. 
What was the etFcdl ? Hardened by the deceit- 
fulnefs of fm, they turned from him as an un- 
welcome dillurbcr of their tranquiUity, a trou- 

Z 4 bleibme 
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felcfomfc and unfeafonable interrupter of their 
^teciftires. They regarded him as a dreamer ; 
i ftlf • appointed prophet of evil tidings ; a 
giooiny arid over-righteous enthufiaft ; fearing 
^hftr^ ho fear was, and needlefsly torment* 
iirg himfelf and others by difcourfirtg of thft 
aiiglsr of God, when no fuch anger exifted; 
fttid of judgments and overwhelming ven^ 
ll^ntte never deftined to take place. Hefeemtd 
mMo tbem i$s om thai mocked. They defpifed 
hfe cbtihfel, they refufed to fly for deliver* 
jUifcfe fit)to that feat of corruption ; and within 
thfe ipacti of Very few hours, they periihed in 
^'c utti^riai deftruAion of the guilty land. 

I ^robefed, in humble reliance on the divine 
bleffing^ by which alone religious inftruftion, 
t^ether public or private, is rendered effica* 
tious, tb apply for your edification thofe cir- 
tumftances in the hiftory of Lot and his fons- 
ill-law, which are particularly mentioned in the 
text. 

Perhaps, however, you may be difpofed 
Tfo fay within yourfelves, ** Why reprefent 
*^ as applicable, to us, the cafe of the moft de* 
^ tcftable tranfgreflbrs whom the world hal5 
^' witneffed ? Are we, like unto them, fmneris 
'^ above all ? Are we the by-word and fcandal 
^' of the land ? Are we, beyond all others, 
^/ notorious for difobeying and difregarding 

'' reli-_. 
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^^ religion ?** God forbid ! — but wefC not all 
things wliich were written aforetime in thcr 
Scriptures, written for our learning? Is it 
foreign to the purpofe for which WC &re af- 
fembled, to fet before you any emimple of 
divine indignation poured out upon wieked- 
hels ? Do not two of the apoftles of Chritt, 
St. Peter and St. Jude, apply this very cat- 
iample to you, and to all mankind ? t)o th^ 
tiot aver that. Sodom and Gomorrah, and thd 
Neighbouring cities, condemned with an over- 
throw, turned into alhes, and fuffering the 
Vengeance of eternal fire, are fet forth for an 
enfample unto all that afterwards (hall live 
tmgodly, — an enfample that all who fliall 
thenceforth live ungodly, fliall be referved untb 
the day of judgment to be puniflied (b) ? 
Docs not our Saviour himfelf apply to you and 
to all men this identical example ? Does hft 
not folemnly affirm to his difciples concerning 
all who Ihould not hear and receive their 
words, and confequently. concerning all who 
ftiould not receive and obey the golpel, who- 
ever may be the preacher of it, that, in the 
day of judgment, it fliall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for 
them (^cj } 

(b) ^Pct, ii. 6—9. Jude 7. (c) MM. x. 15. 

I. Let 
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. I. Let us, in the firfl: place, attend to thflt 
exhortation addrefled by Lot to his fons-in- 
law : — ljp\ get you out of this place y for fhe Lord 
Will defiroy this city., 

Confider what was the iituation of thefe 
men. They dwelt in a city fubjeft to the do- 
minion of Sin ; they had conftantly before 
their eyes the e:^ample of numbers living with- 
out the fe^ of God, and in the grofleft dif- 
jObedience to His holy commandments ; they 
were continually cxpofed to the danger of being 
lendered, by becomihg familiar with wicked- 
nefs, infcnfible of the heinous guilt of offend- 
ing God ; they dwelt in a city which, in con- 
lequencc of its linfalnefs> delerved immediate 
i3lcftruftion, — in a city which, when time and 
opportunity abundantly fufficient for trial and 
.repentance had been afforded^ was devoted to 
immediate deftruftion. The divine mercy 
ftill extended to them one refpite, one oppor- 
tunity, one warning more: — ** To-day, if ye 
" will hear my voice, harden not your hearts ? 
*^ Flee for your lives ! If you linger, you are un- 
done. Get you out of this city ; for the Lord 
will deftroy it. Come out of this city, that ye 
*' receive not of her fins, and that ye be not 
*' partakers of her plagues." Such was the 
admonition, fuch the injunc^lion, which God 
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delivered by His angels to the fonS-in-law rf 
Lot 

Is there not a real, ' is there not a near rcr 
fcmblance between |fhe outward condition of 
thofe unhappy men and your own } You 
idweil in a w^orld which the Scriptures pro* 
iiounce to be under the dominion of iin ; a 
world fubjt^ft unto the power of Satan, the 
Prince of this world, the God of this world; — • 
*» world to which you are not to belong ; a 
world to which you are not to be conformed; 
a world which you are not to love ; a world 
to which you are to be crucified; a world 
whofe-fricndlhip is enmity with God. You, 
like the fbns-in-law of Lot, are inccflkntly 
obnoxious to the contagion of peftilent ex- 
ample. You are encircled by multitudes liv- 
ing in wickednefs, regafdlefs of God, tranfgrell- 
ing his commandments, neglecting His ordi- 
nances, wilfully ignorant of His written word, 
profaners of His day and of His name. With 
perfbns of this defcription, you are conftrained, 
more or lefs, by the bufmefs of life to aflbciate. 
You witnefs their practices, you hear theu: fen- 
timents, you become converfant with their 
principles. To the infectious influence of thefe 
practices, of thefe fentiments, of thefe princi- 
\,^cs, you a^c e;;Kpofed day by day. You dwell 

in 
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in a world dcfcrving ei dcftruction ; and con^ 
demncd, if the appointed feafonof repentance 
iball have palled away in vain, to defbrui^ion for 

m 

emcr and ever, to the vengeance of eternal fire ! 
To you> as to the fons-in-law of Lot, life and 
the means of falvation arc afforded ; — to you 
tibe exhortation is ftill addreffed : '— ^* Ariii^ 
•* and flke for your lives I Flee from the 
^ ¥^rath to come ; — fave yourfelvcs from thb 
•* untoward generation. Come forth, and be 
** yc feparate* Keep yourfelves unipotted from 
•* the ivorld, that ye be not condemned with 
'^ the world.'* 

Such then is your fitnation ! — fuch is the 
fituation of every one who hears the found of 
iht gofpel ! Contagion iiirrounds you, De* 
ftruftion lies before you. You are defiled, mi- 
ierable, and helplefs ; yet ftill there is a call 
of iftcrcy, — ftill there is a way to efcape 1 
The God, whom you have offended, places 
deliverance within your reach. The Son of 
<Tod becomes man^ and gives his life to pur- 
chafe your falvation ! He commands, he in- 
vites, he encourages you to fly to Him for ial- 
vation ! He promifcs to you not only the 
pardon of fin, not only the enlightening and 
fupporting grace of the Holy Ghoft, — but a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away, a king- 
dom 
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dom of blcflcdnefs in his prcience, at his right 
hand, throughout eternity* This is the bleii^fl 
hope which he lets before you, provided that 
your life one arth be dedicated to Him,-*4hjt 
you renounce the world, the flefli, and tht 
Devil ; that you live not unto yourfelves, but 
unto Him who died for you. At the ^uj» 
time he forewarns you in terms as fbrong as 
language can fupply, that, if you refufe his of- 
fered grace, the puniftunent into which the 
lentence of divine juftice is prepared to pluogp 
you, will be proportioned to the happincfi 
which you have obftinately and ungratefullj 
renounced ; that there remaincth no more (a- 
orifice for fin, — there remaineth nothing for 
, you to eternity, but wrath, tribulation, and 
anguifh, weeping, and wailing, and gnafliing 
of teeth, — the lake, of which the burning 
flood wherein Sodom and Gomorrah were en- 
gulphed, was an emblem, — the lake of fire 
and brimflone, where the worm dieth not^ 
and the fite is never quenched ! 

IL Confider, in the next place,^ the manm^ 
in which the lbns*in-law of Lot recdved his 
awful admonition. 

He fcemed unto them as one that mocked^ 
Their condu<5l difclofes to xis their ^ara<^: 
they had evidently fet their hearts on the 

worldly 
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worldly advantages which, in their apprchen-* 
fion, attended the place where they refid^d ; 
and they made little account of its wickednefs* 
They few that the furrounding country, eVen 
all the plain of Jordan, was well watered and" 
luxuriant, — offering abundant paftumge at all 
feafbns for their flocks and herds, and promif - 
ing a great and continual increafe of wealth. 
They beheld with complacency the licentious 
manners of the city devoted to conftant revel- 
lings and riot. Like the men of Athens, when 
St Paul difcourfed of Jefus and the refurrec- 
txon : — Thou hrmgefty faid they to their fa- 
ther, Jlrange things to our ears. When he 
defcribed to theni the fudden appearance of the 
angels, they perhaps exclaimed, like Feftus, 
when Paul related the manifeftation from Hea- 
ven of Jefus Chrift for his converfion. Thou art 
hefide thy/elf; — much learning doth make thee 
mad! When he teftified to them, that 
<jod was about to overwhelm the city with 
terrible and extraordinary judgments, they pro* 
bably replied, in language like that of the fcof- 
Ters mentioned by St. Peter, Where is the 
promtfe of his coming P For all things conti- 
nue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation. » The love of profit, or of plea- 
sure, blinded their underftandings atnd feared 

their 
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their confcienccs ; they were puffed up with 
fclf-conceit ; they were hju-dcned in unbelief; 
they treated the meffengcr whom God had 
commiffioncd to warn them of their danger, 
and to point out the method of efcape, as one 
that was ignorant, or an impoftbr ; as one who 
was himfelf deceived, or deiirous of impofing 
upon them ; as one who pretended to know- 
ledge beyqnd his reach, and held forth a falfe 
reprelentation of his Mafter's will : they gave 
not thcmfelves the trouble to enquire and exar 
mine into the tmth of Lot's declarations ; thcjr 
did not return with him to his houfe to lati3fy 
themfelves whether in reality two angels were 
there; whether any communication,.as to the 
purpofes of God, had been vouchfafed to their 
father-in-law ; whether the city, as he afiirm- 
cd, was about to be deftroyed : they liilehed to 
him with careleffnefs and contempt. His mcCr 
fage did not fuit their inclinations and their 
prejudices ; and they at once rejedled and dc- 
Ipifed the monitor and the warning. . 

My brethren, in many refpecfts the conduct:, • 
of a large portion of the world bears at this 
day a clofe refemblance to that of the Ibns-in- 
law of Lot, and arifes from the lame prindr 
pies. When the great doftrincs of the gofpel 
are proposed, as comprehending and difcloiing 

the 
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the appointed method of ialv^tion, what ntijji-' 
bcrs diixcgard or defpile them ! When the 
lioiy commandnoents of Qod ve explained aii4 
enforced^ as indiipcnfably and in every particur 
lar binding upon every map^ Tvh^t nuipbf rf 
ifvithhold their aflent from the llri<3Befs pf fufe^ 
interpretations of the Scriptures ! When the 
terrors of the world to come are diiplayed, -^ 
when the wrath and vengeance of God, thp 
cverlafHng flames of Hell, are thus revealed 
againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of 
men, what numbers refufe to credit the tre.- 
mendous tmth ! The minifter of the goipel 
Icemeth unto them as one that mocketh« 
Many fcruple not openly to treat as idle tales 
propofitions fb little indulgent to fcif-righte^ 
oufnefs, to unholy deeds, to pride of under- 
ftanding, to flight ideas of the guilt of fin, to 
blihd and arrogant fpcculatioiis concerning the 
nature and the extent of divine mercy. They 
profefs that, for their part, they think it fuffi- 
cient to receive the promifes of . redemption in 
a general acceptation, without buiying them- 
felves with curious, enquiries irito particulars : 
that they difcern not the neceflity of regarding 
and of believing that minutely detailed account 
of the nature and office of Chrift, which others 
appear fo defirous of obtruding upon them ; 

that 
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Aat they look not to niceties of faith, but 
to regularity of conduct; that, as to holihds, 
ftian is frail and God is mcrdfiil ; that, with-^ 
out pretcndmg to that unattainaWe rightc«» 
teoufncfs whidi is pronounced from pulpits, 
^d in books c^ divini^, to be eflential to 
falvation, — iighteoufhe<s which would put n 
fto^ to all the neceflaiy dealings of life, and 
mil the tranfactions and intercourfe q£ the 
World, Acy doubt not but that they Ihall, on 
the whole, lead fuch relpectable lives as will 
entitle them, through the help of Chrifl mak-' 
tng up their deficiencies, to the kingdom of 
Heaven ; and that, for fuch per!(ans as, hy 
^grofs wickedncfs, Ihall altogether fall fhcrt of 
Heaven, the goodnefs of God will certainly 
provide ibm<: puniihment more moderate and 
more reafonabk than that which the unre- 
lenting feverity of leapied enquirers imagines 
itfelf, and is glad to imagine it/eIC to have 
dilcovcred in the New Tcftament. Such arc 
the fcomful and dajring murmurs, the great 
Jwetttng words of many who, while they call 
tficmfclves followers of Chrift, nourilh the 
temper and fpirit of unbelievers I Others, lefi 
bold in their avcrfion to the truth as it is in 
Jefiis, arc in their heartis little lefs removed 
than the fcoffcrs already mentioned, from sn 
iiumble fubmi^n to the dodrines and com- 
Vol. L a a mandments, 
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Uiahdments, : ;and an humble belief of the 
threatsenings recorded in the word ' of GodL 
How docs'thi^ fatft appfear ?~ By the bcft evi« 
dencc, ;— by the life and anions. The tree is 
Jmown by its fruit. Look at the fruits of 
thefe men. Whep you . fee : perfons paying 
»o practical rcgafd to the declarations of tho 
jftJmighty, what is this but rto treat his de- 
clarations as .an • idld t^le ? When you fee . ^ 
inarj trufting, for falvatipn principally^ to iup'** 
poftd merits, of his own, is if not plain thatj 
he ti!cnts as an idle tale the fundamental doc^ 
liiine of the gofpel. That falyationispyrchafed 
^rrtirely by the atonement of Christ, -r- that it 
>s to be fpught only through faith in His 
bipod, and that good works, though indii?- 
penfably Required of every Chriftian, are\aJu-» 
able only as fruits and proaf^ of faith, not ag 
t)eing thenifclvcs pure in. the fight of God, 
and ftill lefs as poflefling any power of buying 
off the punifhmcnt due to tranfgveffion? 
When you fee a man confidently depending 
^n his own ftrength for ability to fervx God 
acceptably, does he not prove that he treats 
las an idle tale the unequivocal aflertions bath 
pf the Old and of the ISey^ Teftament, That 
of curfelves we can do nothing which is good, 
-r— that by nature we are corrupt, and enemies 
tq God, — that it is God who worketh in us 

. both 
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both to will and to do that which is right, — ^ 
that wc cannot be. prcfervcd for a iinglc nu)- ? 
mcnt in faith and holincis, butl>y the fanftify^ .. 
ing grace of the Holy Ghoft? When you feo • 
a perfon, though abftaining from fome fins, 
wilfiilly pedifling, in others, is it not evident . 
that he treats as an idle tale thoie many> warn* 
ings in the Scriptures, that any one crin^inal 
habit, whether it be drunkennefs, qr uncl^n- ^ 
nefs, or theft, or covetoufnefs, or envy, ort 
lying, or. malice, or any other fin, wilfully and 
obftinatcly indulgcd> will plunge him, into- 
Hell ? When you fee a perfon, as it were, 
defying the angpr of God by carelefs difobe- . 
dience, is it not manifeft that in pradice be 
treats as an idle talc the fentencc of everlafting. 
damnation, cverliftifig fire/ the worm that 
never dies, the flame that never Ihall be • 
quenched ? Surely, to fiich men, the Lord » 
God Omnipotent, the Creator, the King, and 
the Judge of the umverft, fecmeth as one that* 
mocketh I 

* 
IIL Confider, in the third place, the con- 
iequences of treating a5 an idle tale, as the. 
words of one that iQocketh^ the declaratiom; 
^f Almighty God. 
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- B$ not dfcehe(fi God k nat mocked ; /!» 
wbat/brU€r a manfrwetb, ihat/bdll be aJfi teap^ 
Jjit God he truef hut every fnan g. liar. Tfy 
itfiord, O God! is true froin tbi kegimhg f 
Hath bfi fpolen, mdjhall he not dff it P Bn- 

tbren, axe bnvt m folk^ed cmffingfy-^f/^ 
f<fhles, wben Wf made imiffu uttto ym fbt 
power and coming of our Jjord Jefus Cbfifi^^ 
Jawing t^ tj^OT 1^ the liOtdi we ptrjkade^ 
^en (djm 

Enquire naW of the dayi which fti* f^^x 
Vhat has been the 6nd of all thoie whb> vt^ 
pall ages^ hate diitegc^rded the dentinciatioDS 
pf God? Let Gbd be the Judge betWetil 
you and thole who adnionifti you in his naifiS f 
I>et God, by his paft difpeftfations, be the Ifl- 
tcrpretcr of his own word ! When our fir^ 
parents liftened in paradilc to the ^niharitig 
queftion of the tempter, Yea, bath God fatd. 
Ye /ball not eat of e*oery tree of the garden P -^ 
^hen, giving ear to his confident aflertion. Ye 
Jhall not furely die, they ventured to cohfidet 
the fpntence of death as a judgment not de- 
iigned to be carried into execution, wha^ was 
the confequcnce ? They brought ruin upon 
themfeivcs and their pofl:erit;y» When Noah 

(d) Gal. vi. 7, Rom. iii. 4. Pf. cxi^. 160. Numb. xxai. 
19. 2 Pet, LI?. SCor.v, U. 
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l^moniihed tht woM that Uh? Spirit bf Qcj^ 
1!irp^ld itiU ftriVc with dpM ftisA oply duriog 
Jd^ ^period of an hundred and twtfitj y€2W, 
Vouthfafed for trial aiKi repentance; wh#i: 
-that preacher of righteoufnefs f^iped untp 
tliem as one that pocked^ what wds the eiyl 
^ the unbelievetft ? The deluge came at it& 
•apppi^ted time, atid fwept thejoa to deftructiota* 
When the ibns-in-Jaw. of Lot made li^^t ^ipf 
the threatehlilgs of God^ what was the event i 
They were overwhelmed at ftm-rife hy dvs 
itempeft of fite and birimftone. When Phft- 
:raoh cried> fPho is the Lbrd that IJbotdd ob^ 
his voice P — when he hardened his hearty and 
gaye no (credit to the warnings of Mofes^ difl 
God forbear to fiilfil his word ? Plague after 
plague overtook the king of Egypt ; till, hay- 
ing leen his coxmtry laid Wafte by tnirades 
of divine vengeance, and his own firft*bpni> 
together with the firft-bom of all his |>eople> 
cut off in a fingle night, — he periflied, witii 
his mighty hoft, in the Red Sea; When th© 
jews, in the days of Jeremiah, Ihut their eayis 
againft his mcflage from Jehovah, that the 
city of Jerufalem Ihould be dcftroyed by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, did the words of the prophet 
prove an idle talc ? The Chaldean army took 
the city, an,d burned it to the ground; When 

Aa3 
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-^cbuchadnczzer himfclf, in the pride of bis 
' heart, dcfpifed the impending judgments rc- 
' vealed to him by Daniel, did they fail of com- 
-ittg to pafs ? At the end of twelve months, 
' a voice froni Heaven was heard, proclaiming 
that the hour was come ; and the thing was 
fiilfiUed upon Nebuchadnezzar. The kingdom 
Ivas taken from him, and he was driven from 
men, and did eat grafs as oxen ; and his dwell- 
ing was with the beafts of the field. When 
the Jews, in later times, heard from the mouth 

• of Jefiis Chrift, that of their beloved city not 

* one ftone Ihould be left upon another ; when 
the Son of God feemed as one that mockied to 
the people whom he came to iavc, what was 
the reiiilt? The Roman armies advanced, 
and miferably deftroyed thofe finners, and took 
away their place and nati9n. With all thefe 
examples before you, do you treat the words 
of God as idle tales, and hope to efcape? 
In the fate of thefe defpifers, do you not read 
your own ? Has the Omnipotent poured out 
upon all others the vengeance which He has 
threatened againft the impenitent and unbe- 
lieving, and fhall He not pour it forth upon 

^you? For youi; fake alone will He abrogate 
His word! For your fake alone will He 
annul His laws, eftabliihed from eternity 
unto eternity ! Deed, plainly with yourfelves, 

Scaich 
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Search out and fift your imaginations.. : AC*; 
Certain what is that twig of hope to which: 
you arc clinging. Bring forth to. the teft:o£ 
fcriptural examination the fecret jfuppott, . b*! 
it what it may> which buoys you up A^iith 
expedations^ that there fhall be at leaft a par;^ 
tial rcmifiion of the doom denounced againil 
guilt. Yea, and why, even of your/elves ^ judge. 
ye not what is right (e) f Brin^ it ibrth to a 
teft which you behold with mote complacent 
eyes, — the teft of reafon. Is it ignorancfc 
that you afcribe to the Omnifcient ? Do you 
prefume that He; to whom the future is naked 
as the paft, perceives not as yet His own pur- 
poles ? From luch a delufion, Folly itfelf turns 
afide. It is not on flich a plank that you 
tmft to furvive fhipwrcck. ,Do j^m then 
flatter yourfelf that He> v)ith whom there h 
no variahlenefs nor Jbadow of turning, — He, 
who is the fame yejlerday, and to-day, and for 
ever, will fuddenly exchange ftedfeflnefs for in- 
conftancy, and abolifh His fixed and promul'- 
gated decree ? You abjure this madnefi ! 
** If the deftmftion," you exclaim, ** of the- 
'^ (inner be indifputable> until ficklenefs con 
be imputed to the Mofl High, there re- 
raaineth no refuse from despair!'* -^ and 

(e^ Luke xii. 57* 
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what refuge firom deipair remaineth to tke^ 
pcrfevering finner? Produce your ' hidden 
confolatien ! Difclofe the bottom of your 
heart! Tardy and rductant as is tbeconfef^ 
£on, it is at length extra^fled^ You conceive 
that the Deity \a& decreed, from the begin-^ 
flings to relax from His threatened judg-^ 
ments; thatwhtle, for the purpoie ofdwing 
men into righteoufnefs. Vengeance, arrayed 
in ^ery terrors, af^mes hef feat in the clouds, 
Mercy is at hand to avert the mofl formidr 
able of her bolts, and to ihield die offender 
fh»n aU but that lighter chaf^ifement, the 
&ar of which would have been inadequate 
to the prevention of tranfgreflions ! Comr 
jparc then thy theory, thou who adventureft 
to theorize conceming^ the couniels of thy 
God ! — compare thy theory with fa<9:s ! If, in 
die denimciations of future vengeance, a part 
only be intended for accomplifhment, wliile 
the refidue is empty air, whence is it that pafl 
menaces have been fulfilled to the uttermoft? 
Why was the old world deflroyed by the flood? 
Why were Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
mcredulous fons-in-law of Lot overwhelmed I 
Why was Pharaoh cut oiF? Why did the 
Egyptian hofl perifh to a man ? Why was 
Jemfalem delivered unto Nebuchadnezzar, ta 

l^e uprooted from the Jfoundations ? Why was 

the 
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iSixt lung of Babylon drrvrn out to d^veU mik 
tax, ^:a& with oxen ? Why were the Jew5 CD* 
tutted bj die Romans fram their natrre laodl 
Piooeed a iS^p farther. Compare thjr thcoqf 
with the attributes of the -Godhead. Is viflt 
thy 'God a God q£ truth and holix^i Yet 
thou chaigeft Him with premeditated ^fe* 
hDod« Doil: thou exped His promises to he 
puQ<%ually fulfilled ? Why? Bocaufe Heig 
faithful and righteous ; and do not faith&ihicfi 
and rightcoufiicfs equally require the pundbisl 
fulfilment of His threatenings } Do not pxo* 
mifes and threatenings iland -equally on the 
word of God ? Is not the truth of God equally 
pledged in both ? Is it not equally falfehood to 
depart from either ? Be not deceived, if we 
believe not^ yet God ahidetb faitiful : be cannot 
deny bimfelf. The wicked Jhail he turned int^ 
HelU and all ibe people tbat forget God. The 
Son of Man Jb all fend for tb bis angels; and they 
Jhallgatber out of bis kingdom all things thai 
offend, and tbem wbkb do iniquity y and Jball 
cafi tbem into a furnace of fire. There Jball be 
wailing and gnq/bing of teeth. Tbefefayingi 
are faithful and tru£ ; — thefe are the tfuefayingi 
of God (fj. Confider thefe things, left Judg- 
ment and Juftice take hold on you, and there 

(f) 2 Tim. ii. 13. PC i». 17. Malt. xlii. 41, 42^ Rer. 
xix; 9. acKii. 6» 
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Ic none to deliver. Clofe not your eyes againft 
ihe warnings of the gofpel : be conyinced that 
God will bring upon the wicked all the punifh* 
ment whiclf He has denounced againft them, 
asfurely as He will beftowupon the righteous 
the glories which Chrift has purchaied for them 
Hfith His blood ! Remember the fons-in-law 
of Lot. Fly from the contagion of guilt j fly 
irom Sin^ the certain fbremnner of deftru6ion ! 
Life i$ fet before you, — Why will ye die? 
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SERMON XVIL 



On the GuUt of eftablifhing unfcriptuxaT 
Principles of Conduft. 



ISAIAH V. 20. 

TPoe unto them that call Evil Good, and Goo4 
Evil ; that pit Darknefsfor Light, and Light 
for Darknefs ; that put Bitter for Sweet, and 
Sweet for Bitter. 

'pHE ftcps by which Error gains pofleffion of 
the human mind arc various. Sometimes 
it puflies its operations in fecrecy and filcnce ; — 
fomelimes it advances with a bolder afpe<ft, 
and fcarcely difguiies its aflaults on the bul- 
-twarks of Truth. At one period it reforts to 
meafures promiiing immediate iuccefs. At 
another, it depends <m the flow relult of j>er<c- 
vcring artifice. Now it alpires not beyond a 

^ tempo* 
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temporary triufnph ; now it extends Its aim td 
permanent delufion ; now it milleads, in a fpe- 
jcial inftance, by !fiiggefting .mifound conclufions 
from juft and recognized principles of conduftj 
now it attains its purpole by exalting a^ falfc 
principle into the place and fovereignty of the 
true. Of aii die machinations of error, the laft> 
though among the moft difficult to carry iiitd 
cffe^S, portends, when its vidory is aflured, 
the moft durable and the moft extenfive mif- 
chief. The dileafe of a fingle braiK:h infe<33 
but the fruit of that branch ; the rill drawn 
afide from the main current is alone polluted 
by the impiirities of the channel into which it 
is diverted. Is tjie whole produce to ^be cor- 
jrupted ? — canker the root. Is the whole 
ftream to be tainted ? — poilbn the fountain. 

Such is the nature of the offence againft 

which, in the paflage of Scripture before us, 

a woe is denounced by the prophet. In othet 

parts of the chapter, fpeaking, as here alfo, by 

the command and in the perlbn of the Al- 

ttiighty, he proclaims vengeance from God 

4igainft various dcfcriptions of fmners ; againft 

-the covetous, who join houfe to houfe^ and lay 

jfield to field ; againft fenftialifts, who follow 

Jirong drink, and cheer their feafts with the 

hdfp mid the vid^^ hut regard not the work of 

tU 
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fteLatdi a^Ithft th« Mf^n^tWMy ^f(fli& art 

wi/i hitbeiir §um ^, dUkipmdent ht tbek cwm 

Ji^\ againft fcof&rs, who deride die lodg^ 

&tferk(g ^ God, and eaU tipoii }»m tcr make 

JPeeA-wd IkJ^en biscounfdt; againft iniqiaKticm» 

judg^ whd for a bribe ^^ iTir^ wicked, and 

fake away the righfe(mfnefi of tie tightma^x 

agabf^ tbdft wbo^ f^^effifig to be iKtf /^^j 

through their own wiUulnefs hai)i no hwwUigi 

of the i^eal ii^ture of religiod, aild are gif^axiK^ 

mnder the appointed fetributicm ofeidamity} 

and/ by parity of reaibhing^ againft ^ wkoj» 

like the finners fele Aed as examples to ilk^mte 

the general denunciation, home cqft away the 

law of the Ldfd ofb^fti, and defpijid tbi word 

tftbe Hofy One oflfraeL In rfik cAtJdogac df 

crimes and confequent woes, the text haa iiai 

ftation. Woe unto, them tbat call Evil Good, 

^nd Good Evil ; tbat put darknefsfor light , and 

light for darknefs ; tbat put hitter for Jwe^y and 

fwettfor hitter* Woe unto them who, in any 

one of the ramifications of the two component 

branches of religion, piety, [awd morality, — ii| 

Jtny llibdi>4{ion of human duties, whether it 

his God or n^an foy its immediate objeift, eft 

tablifh a wicked principle in the place of the 

righteous oppofite,— either openly uphold the 

falfe rule of C9|id\ift, and openly rilify the tme^ 
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m confine Acmlelvcs to the tack inope^chmciit 
and fubverfion of the latter by a ftudied exalta-^' 
tionof the former. i :^ - . 

I prppofc, under the, divine blfefling, to- eJu* 

cidate, by foirie inftaiices derived from modern 
life^ the guilt here ftigmatized by the. mqiithr 
9fGod; »nd the prefent and future woes here. 
Enounced by the fame authority againft eveiy . 
<^n<lpr. ■ The difcufliion lies at the toot of all. 
n^<^. Give me your diligent attention ; anjd; 
may the Spirit of God bids the good feed, whichr 
I may be.made the ^iniirumept qf fovsr^ng in your 
kcaijsil:. 

I. Aftjong the moft prominent illuftrationa^ 
©f the prcfept fubje^l, we may produce thoiO; 
pcrilpns who reprefent enthufiafm as religion. 

By enthufiafm, as applied with a reference 
to religion^ T underftand the fubjecftion of the 
judgment, in points of religious faith or piac- 
tice, to the influence of the imagination* The 
forms under which this influence rrianifefts it^ 
predominance, may be divers. The power 
which it exercifo over one mind may in de- 
gree be greater or Icfs than that which it pof- 
lefles over another ; but wherever, and in 
whatever fhape and meafure, it operates, there, 
and in that fliape and meafure, exifts enthi;-? 
fi^fm. 

In 
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In many inftances ehthtilialm fuggcfts un- 
authorized ideas of perfonal communicatloa-. 
between the individual and the Deity, — cf^ 
perfonal infpiration fenfibly Youchfafcd by Jjic 
Holv Ghoft in mode or mealure different from, 
that diving influence on the heart and. mider^. 
ftanding, which ispromifed to every Chriflian^t 
Sometimes it deludes the mind with ideas^ 
^ually unauthorized of the vifible agency cff 
the Spirit of God on others. On Ibmc occa*; 
iions, it pronounces with iio lefs decifibn, and. 
^equally without the fanction of the Scriptus^^ 
that the miraculous interpo£tion of the£nger, 
of God is clearly difcernible in a recent and^ 
perhaps cuftomary event ; and not ieldom, it- 
impels pious men to carry thpir views of a par- 
ticular doctrine beyond the fober tenor of the 
Scriptural declarations concerning that doc- 
trine. In this inflance, as the opinions of dif-, 
fp-ent pprfons concerning the extent and im- 
portance of an individual doctrine may be va- 
rious, enthufiafm is lefs eafily afcertained thaa 
vvhen i|: . appears pnder one of the preceding 
forms , j^nd In confequence, is frequently im- 
puted, by the carelefs, the ignorant, and the 
prejudiced, when it does not exifl* It is fuf- 
ficient, however, for my prefent purpofe, that 
;inder this foape alfo it is oqcafionally mwu- 
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' Wee ufite the wi^rhi,,{axd ovi Lord, hicau/i of 

fences :■ far it mufi needi he that offences come *i 

inH wo^ tmto that man by whom the tffence eotn* 

ah* It were better fir him ftai a milifttme were 

hmnged about his neck, and he cqft into thefra, 

than that he Jbould offend om of thefe Trtth 

0ttef(a). Entbtrfiafm entails ^ w6t on the 

feekki whom it infects* It darkens hi« under- 

Alndhijg' ; - it enftares him more and more ten 

tfie^e«msof a heated fetacy ; it teaches him 

i^JQ/3^ whether he is in a ftate of fallval^ilt^ 

fsAer hf internal impuHes and reveries, than 

By a compatifon of his own' difpoiiti6m and 

condnct with the characteriftic marks by 

which the Scriptures denominate the trueChrif^ 

tian ; and thus contributes, in various wajrs, to 

TOfnare him into errors dangerous to his foul, 

jind tocncreaic the difficulties in the way of his 

return to the firm offitind doSlrine^ the wo^ds cf 

Imth andfohemefs : but its pernicious effects 

on others, the mifchicfs fcattcred far and wide 

by this cvily when called Goody arc incalculable* 

Enthufiaiin difparages genuine piety, and caules 

it to he defpifed as lukewarm formality. It 

degrades many doctrines for the immoderate 

exaltation of one ; it dilgufts the Ibber, and 

difcowrages the timid Chriftia^; it expofts 

^a) Mat, xviii. 7. Lvke xvii. 2. 

ChrifH^ 



un/ci^tfiral PrintfplfS ofOmdu^. 36^- 

Chi^anity to the feoffs and taunts of its ene- 
mies ; aild fumifh^ a ipecious plea to the cbil--' 
dren of this worlds who labour to rcprcfent ear- 
nefhiefs in reli^km as hypocriiy, felly, or fana* 
tidiin. 

' It is iaid, and truly i^d. That iincere ple^ 
h often an inmate in the breaft -which is the 
habitation of enthufiafm. It is to be deplored 
that fincere piety ihould ever be linked with an 
flflbdate^ by the oohtihued operation of whofe 
deluding influence it has frequently been at lad 
extirpated from the boibntu Let iincere piety^ 
Ikowever, be honoured wherever it may be 
ftmnd ; but let not the chatT be valued^ be- 
caufeof its conjutiiflion With the wheat. Let 
not iJbe bafe alloy be counted as ti portion of 
the predbus metal, K isalfo ilated^ and occa* 
fionally in the ihape c^ an apology^ that enthu* 
iiafm ori^nates from ignorance, unaccompa- 
nied by evil defign. The general ftatement 
may be grounded in trath; but let every man 
who urges it, in the firft place, weigh the 
^g^^g® ^ S^* ^^y^9 vvhcn that apoftle de-» 
fcribes himielf as the chief ofjinners ; and ob- 
ierve, fecondly. That he attributes his fin to 
ignorance (hj. I draw no parallel, no compari- 
ibn^ between enthufiafm and pcrfccution ; but 

(6) i Tim. i 1^—16. - 

Vol. L Bb I would 
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I would fervently exhort you to ^^diiice £^9^ 
^e cxprej^qns of St* Paul tbe legitimate anc^ 
univerfally. applicable ^oneluiion. That igoor-f 
ancej, when you arg Surrounded w^ Qieauii 
, and opportunities of knowledge. Is wilful ; th^ 
wilful ignorance is a fin ; and that tl^ere If no. 
ofience for which wi}fu\ .igi|;|;Qranc9 c^ b9 
pleaded in juftification. 

/ . ■ - . ■■■■ " 

II' 1^9* us.now turn pwiycs tq the;qgp(^ 

fite qu^cr, — to m^ yhp 4B?«#*t^'^?l5ti 

gion Eftthufiaim, , 

Enthufiafm is on principle buj^ and l^u^^*^ 
9US. ^ Lukewarnind^ though capable of b^ii^ 
soured to a turbulent d/^fence o^ f5>}:rfis and <^ 
its own qondu<3:, is by nature filent ai;id fupine* 
Hence enthufiafm, in proportion to the rela;*! 
tive number of its adherents, raifcs a much 
louder llir, and attrafts far morip fp^sdy and 
extenfive notice than lukewarmnefs : but- let 
the torpid conviftion of the liik^warni, be conr 
traded with the illufion of the enthufiaft, ai^ 
the forrxier will prove itfclf npt lefs .dangerpus^ 
and generally, I fear, more deliberately ^rimiiwl 
than the latter. 

The lukewarm Chriftian^ if, according to, 
popular language, he is to be called by the 
nameof Chriftian, reduces religion to a cere- 
monial fervicc, devoid of warmth, animation, 

• ■.■■•■■^11.. 

^nd 
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and i{>iritxtalit7. Piin6lilious, perhaps in the 
f^rin rfgodlineji, he denies the power thereof : 
bis l^f draw nigh unto God ; his heart is Jar 
frofH him (c). Outward obicrvanccs he fubffi- 
tutes for ardent piety, and moral decoruhl for 
theftutts rftbej^rit. Tofeeljir/i the kingdom 
iif God and his right eoufnejs ; to entcify thejlejb 
ibith its affections and hjis ; to live not unto our^ 
fehes, hut unto Cbriji, who died for us ; — thfife 
are precepts which, in the hands of the lu^e-r 
warm rcliglomft, cvajjorate into prohibitions 
of the groflcr tites ; and fcarce|y lecm incoh* 
iiftent with the tolerstfioh of fbme one of the 
grolier vices, on cotididoh of a decetit abfti- 
llence from thtf reft. That wtf are juftified by 
faith dloxte, implic9 in his creed no more than 
that, in order to fupply the deficiency of his 
own righteoufnefs as the price of falvation, 
ibme acceffioo mijft be borrowed from the 
lighteouihefs of Chrift, To he transformed by 
the renewing of our minds ^ — to be created anevd 
in Cbrift Jg/^j,— to be horn again of the Spirit ;— * 
thefe are phraies which, in his eftimation^ im-'^ 
port that his heart, by nature iubftantially 
good, is yet to receive fome improvement front 
divine grace: that, although the original foun« 
dation be in the main iUfficiently folid, fomc 
alterations are nredfiil in the iiiperftrudure ; 

{fi) 2 Tim* liL 5. Mktt. xv, 8. 

B b 2 that 
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Xjxdt the apartmen^^ necefiariljr contracti|qg; 
fix)m claily ufe a little duft and defilement, rer 
quire occafional purification. All ^lij^ovis 
warmth, all active zeal for the glory of Grod, 
he decries as ^nthufiafm ; and vindica^s hisy 
coldnef^ hy declaiming againft fimatics. pvery 
degree: ol" e^e^^ion for the falvatipn qf mei^ 
which fnrpaffes the fcantinefs of his own ftand*, 
^d, he eyes with fufpicion, as the iymptom of 
a heated brain ; and eagerly feizcs every pre-., 
tence for cenfuring the ft^enupus zx^^ fa^thtul 
Chriftian, in whof?: ^fi^ectiona^e dil>ig?npehe 
teads a reproaq^ of his own inactivity and de^dr. 
neis. In lulcewarmneisj every thing teijids tq 
deterioration : the heart grow3 ^^rt:^ the, con-' 
Science dull of feeling; penitence becomes 
fliallow, prayer languid, religious meditation 
uninterefting, faith feeble, indi{linct, and (un- 
productive; fm loffs its heinoufnef^. Every, 
^hijcig is ftagnant, and verges towards 9orrap-. 
^on : — the vivifying pri^ciple feems cxtin- 
guiflied ! 

Againft fuch a, frame of mind, do not won-. 
^er that a woe is denounced ? Are you afto-. 
nilhed ^hat Jcfus Chrift fpcaks of the lukewarm 
with abhorrence ; declares his wifh that they 
were either cold or hot ; and while they boaft-^. 
fully proclaim themlelves rid and increafed. 
^'jib goods, a7td having tieed of nothing, affirms 

them 
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them to he naked y and mi/eraBle, and poor, and 
Blind, and naked ; couniels then! to buy df bim 
^oJd Med in the fite, that they tAay he rich ; and 
white raiment, that they may he clothed ; and 
forewarns them, that, Unlels they r^eAt and^ 
become zealous, they (hall be utterly ball oii^ 
for ever 1 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit faith to the lukewarm in thef 
churches (d) ! Agaiiift ybu, if y<M are lukc* 
warm, has th^ S|>irit dfenoiihicfed this woe by 
the nidUth bf St, John. Agalhft yoii, if you 
are apatroh of lukewarmnefs in dther^, if you 
vilify reli^on and difcourage the triife ferv&hts 
of the Lord Jeius, by attafcliirtg to fervent and 
aftive piety, to found ahd eiUighten'ed faithj^^ 
the dishomination df Enthufidfm, — if you 
thus call Evit Gbod and Good Ei;it, thu3 put 
darknefs for light aUd light for darknefs, -^ 
againil ydU has the Spirit deiiouticed an addi* 
tional wbe by the lips df If^ah ! Look up to 
the im|)ending judgment: Be zedltnis dnd repent t 

III. Another illuiii^tioh of the tett is fiif- 
niflied by perfon^ who reprefent k partial con- 
formity to the cdmmahdments of God, as me- 
riting the appellatioti of Refigion ; and thus . 
nlfo by inAplication iiigixlatiz<!: the true dhriftiaii 
as righteous over-^tnuch. 
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It is not on the dedication of the hcvt to 
God that men of this defcription tcH their coiv* 
fidence. In their religion> the devotion of the 
hearty and tht confequcnt forrendcr of the af- 
^.6lions to holineis^ have no ihare. It is 09 
the practical obfervance of one or more of the 
moral virtues, and on a pradical abftinence 
from ibmc particular iins^ that they ground 
their preteniions to the kingdom of Heaven : — 
*' We da not profefs to be eminent faints ; nor 
will we aver that ;sve have been as religious 
as we ou^t to have been ; but neither are 
'* we grofs offenders. We defy the tongue of 
\ Calumny to fix on us any fcandalous vice ; 
or if we have been betrayed into grofs tranf- 
greffion, it has been accidentally and by fur- 
prize. We are concerned for the inftance ; 
*' and we doubt not that God, who knows^ 
*' that man is frail, will make r,cafonable allow- 
" ances. Nay, though we may have fallen 
" into an evil habit, we truft that, in the eyes 
^' of our equitable Judge, it will have beea 
compenfated by the exercife of many virtues* 
We are unwilling to commend ourfelves* 
But the lupcrcilioufngfs of rigid moralizers 
♦' requires us to do juftice to our characters* 
^ Our integrity has been through life uJiim«> 
^ peachable. We have injured no man :— -we 

^^ £br- 
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*' forgive evciy rtAia who his injurtd us ; and 
•* are at peace with All the World." Stich is 
Hie language which the fiilneis of the felf-ftiif- 
fideht caufes to edho throughout the dwelling 
of health and profjjerity. Such aire the Senti- 
ments, expreffed perhaps iii a nioderlt^d tone^ 
which the minifter of the gofpel too ite^uently 
hears whett fitting by the fide of th6 bed o^ 
death. Is this religion ? Is this to live uiitb 
Chrift ? Is this to ferve Ood, thtough i M^ 
decmcr, by fanftification of the Spirttv wliH 
gratitude, love, and holy fear ? & he refi* 
gious who deliberately peffever6s in flie hi* 
bitual gratificatioa of any unhalloWcd t^mpdt 
t)r ^efire ? " Not fo religious,'* you reply, " as 
*' he ought to be/* — Not fo relr^ous' a^ he 
ought to be ! In the fight of his Judge he has 
no true religion ! As fiirely as the Scriptures 
proclaim the decifions of eternal wifdoin, h6 
is without the firft elements of religion ; hi' 
is without that which conftitutcs thebafisd^ 
religion, — the unqualified lurrendef 6f thd 
heart io God, As furcly as the Sfcnpturcs rt* 
veal the decrees of Omnipotence, the |)Oitioft* 
referved for him is evcrlafting woe {e\ ! Is h6 
religious who refts on Ae obfcrvance of the 
irules of int^rity, ordT tcriiperance, ct of li&r* 



<e) 1 Cor, vL 9, 10. Gal.v. 19-^21, James li, 10, 11. 
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a|ity> or of fbme other favourite preceptiefs io^ 
Icded from the band of moral virtues, «— an 
obiervance too which proves itfelf, by flanding 
thus infalated^ to have originated from worldly 
motives^ not from that genuine fblicitude to 
pleaie 6od| which draws around it the whole 
aflemblage of Chnftian graces ? Is he reH^- 
ous whO| proudly fuftaining himfelf on the 
ftaffof fbme imaginary merits bows himielf 
not down at the foot of the crofs displayed be** 
fore him ? — feels not his knees tremble under 
bim, — feels not the radical corruption of his 
hearty — the enormity oi every offence againil 
his Heavenly Benefador and King (^' the in- 
^'eftimable love of God in the redemption of 
*' the worFd by our Lord Jefus Chrift'*) the 
riches of the mercy, which exchanges his help- 
lefs depravity^ his pitofpefts of eternal death,** for 
** the meittis of grace and the hope of glory ?'* 
Woe he unto them who thus call Evil Good ; who 
put a withered branch for a living tree ; who 
truft to that which they have done,, and look 
not to that which they have left undone ; who 
regaid that which they have done as though, 
it were perfedl, and wrought by ftrength o£ 
their own, and wilfully perceive not that every, 
good work is the fruit of the Spirit of God ;. 

and 
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md that the beft of human ¥^iks are unlttil/ 
in the eyes of Jehovah^ and are rendered pme 
and acceptable before Him^ only tbraugk ^btf 

fightcoufnefs of Chrift ! 

IV. We may^ in the ne?ct |dace^ produce^ at 
Ulnfbrative of the general propofitkof i)efeie 
us^ thofe who reprefent the palliation uf iia » 
chanfy, and brand with the character diook^ 
foriaufnefs all opinions and deioriptions of 
guilt conformable to the Scriptures. 

The highcr^ ranks of life may be tibojfe m 
which this offence appears tiie moft glaring ; 
but it pervades, and, perhaps, equally ovot^ 
fpreads, every clais in fociety. From the 
mouth of thefe apologizers, no iin xeceiTea 
its appropriate denominaticm* Some lighiaer 
phrafe is ever on the lips to obfcure or to 
doke its enormity; perhaps to transfi>nn it 
into a virtue. Is profancnefs noticed ? It is 
an idle habit, by which nothing is intended. - 
Is extravagance named ? It is a generous dif- 
regard of money. Is luxury mentioned ? It 
b an hospitable defire to ice our friencls happy. 
What is worldly-mindednefi ? It is pnKicacc. 
What is pride ? It is proper fpirit, — a due 
attention to our own dignity. What is am- 
lotion ? . A laudable defire of diftinction and 
pfc^eminencej — a juft fenfe of our ofwn ezr ^ 
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fidlefltSe atld* defat. What is devotednefs' t» 
flffi[k)R^ Iv is a due regard to the cttiloms of 
fHi ^W ^m>M. What is over-teaching? 
It is iindcrftanding our bttfmefs* What iar 
Icrrility ? It is Ikill in making our way to 
tfdvSritJeteietit. What are ititemperahce' and 
ftSs of irtiptirity ? Th<^ are indecoruttis, it^^ 
fi^iilarities^ human frailties, cuftomary indif^ 
cretioft*,' the tifttural and venial consequences 
of che€rfiilnefs, company, and temptation, ~ 
the unguarded ebullitions of yoUth> wfaich^ 
in- a little time, will fatiatfe and cure them* 
IfcHes. Now, all this is candour f — all this is 
cbarity ! If a reference be made to rehgion, 
iStitdk men immediately enlarge on the tnercf 
of God. If conftrained to fpeak of His threat- 
chtiigs, they advert to them diftantly, briefly> 
with affefted tcndernefs, as to a fort of law in 
dead letter, held forth to terrify guilt, and to 
confine it within reafonable bounds ; but a law^ 
which they intimate, that the juftice of the 
Deity will never permit him to enforce. To 
Jifeint fin in its genuine colours ; to denounce 
the wrath of God againfl all uiigodlinefs and 
uhrighteoufneft of men ; to proplaim, from 
the word of infpiration, that obftinate perfcver- 
ante againft light and knowledge, in any onC 
tmholy difpofition or practice, will excludes 
from the kingdom of Heaven \ to unfold thfe 

terrors 
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Mm of inextiiigi^ablei fire^ of the abodK^ €§ 
^lofir whofe fmoke afoendedf fer «v«r a^ 
w«qr;^~fliia:is pharifaical pun^iEoufned^ va^ 
t<4eiablis ngouTt illiberal fupeiAiticm, the^nvef 
of bigotry^ the bitternds of miiknthropy' \ Tli^ 
iGbna of candour and charity turn away witfi^ 
xrontempti Nay, they proftfs^ to be louffidF 
vrith honcil indignation againft perfons' who 
thus mifreprefcnt the counfels of a God wii* 
would have all men to be faved ; and iland 
forth in defence of his attributes, injnred and 
degraded by merdleis preachers, who sfliime 
to IJiemfelves the charader of His ambafladors^ 
while they bar the gates of Heaven a^nft titie^ 
workmanfhip of His hands ! 

If thoie who thus abuie the name of Chri^ 
tian charity ; who thus ftrip fin of its hci* 
noufnefs, and the Scriptures of their ianctiona/ 
belong not to the clafs of deceivers, who pat 
darknefsfor light, and light for darhtefs ; bitter 
ff^fweety andjweet for hitter, to whom ihaff 
the dcfcription of the prophet be applied ? If 
the prefumptuous ignorance, the fecrct love of 
iin, the bufy and feducing fophiftry, the ob^ 
trufive and peftilent example displayed bjT 
thefe men, efcape the penal denunciation^ 
wherq Ihall the woe find its objects ? 

V. Thew 
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Yf There yet, remsuns to be ^ecified aft> 
cxempfification of the guilt menaced- with* 
t^geapce by the prophet^ -^ a petverfiob ti 
principle ; which, while the lower r^nks artf*" 
Lapl^y too little refined to be infected with it/ 
tahits, with a greater or leis degree of its deceit-' 
fid influence, the bulk of the middle and 
Jugheir clafles of the community. 

Out of the abundance of tie heart the mMth 
^^eakethffj. ''] 

What « the principle of conduct towjiicl^ 
in the traniadions of poliflied life, the appeal 
IS tilually made ? Attend a court of jii^iccj- 
Ji an arbitrator recommended ? It is bccaui<^ 
he is a man of honour. Is a plairiti^ Or a dc-* 
feiidant noticed with complacency ? "^ It is be*»- 
caufc his proceedings have been honourable. 
Go to the fenate. By what criterion are 
applaufe and cenfure apportioned there ? By 
the rule of honour. Vifit the cirle of private- 
fi>ciety. The character of an individual is the 
theme of difcuffion. Animated eyes and eager 
yoices fpeak his praife. Why ? Becaufe he 
is a man of perfeSi honour. Another perfbti is 
named. Difapprobation centrals every brow,- 
and fharpens every tongue. For what realbn ? 
" In fuch a tranfadlion^ the behaviour of that 
" man was dif honourable : yes j in anothcf 

Hi 
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^ bis honour was impeached.** Of the preced- 
ing pi<5lure^ I mean not ihdilcriminately to 
affirm, that there are not exceptions to the 
likenefs ; but let any peribn, ivho has aifigned- 
even a flight meaAire of attention to the fnh^ 
jt&, pronounce whether, in each of the cafes 
4eicribed, the reprefbhtation be not accurately 
conformable to the general features of theori* 
^al ? Has the pulpit efcapod the conta^on ? 
Comparatively, it has pr^iwved itfelif pure. 
Would to Heaven that, in ibme of its moft- 
applauded compofitions, the public eye had no£^ 
dKicerhed traces and nnxtures, which preclude' 
me from aferibing to it unfullied purity ! - The' 
lips of the prte/i Jbould keep knowledge^ and- 
they Jbouid Jeek the law at bis mouth ; for he is 
fhe merger of the Lord of hofis (g). Never 
may the paflor feed his fiock with an intermix-* 
ture of p(»fbnous herbage ! Never may he 
lead them to drink of fbeams which flow from 
an unhallowed fountain ! 
' Whence is this jargon ? Has it founded its 
dominion on the application by St Paul of the 
term honourable to marriage (b)} on the tefti- 
mony of approbation borne by the fan^e apofUc 
10 things of good report (ij f and, on thoie paA 



{g) Malacbi ii. 7. (A) Heb. xiu. 4. 
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fs^ges of the Scriptures in which holinefs is de« 
fcribed as entitled to reipeA and praiie ? Very 
difierent are the foundations of its fway. It 
ijdigns ; becaufe multitudes love tbepraife rfmen 
m^te tbmt the praift of God! — it reigns; be- 
€a:uii? th^ receive honour me of another, andjeek 
not that honour which cometh from Godorily{k\ 

What is this idol which ixien worfhip in the 
place of the Uting God ? What is this princi-^ 
pk which thej enthrone in degradation of hbk 
ixpvxcx^ word. Honour implies the; favQ^BH 
iliUe cilinMtion entertajined of ^x^ individual; by. 
others of his owp line and place in ibciety« Thfl^ 
itotary of Honour may delude himfelf with th^; 
ides^ that» whatever be the ordkiaiy co^reA 
£om of his lips» bis heart is dedicated to reli-> 
gipn; but his heart is fixed ou his idol^-— Hu*» 
inan Applaufe ! In the place of the love and 
the £bar of God, he fi:^l>i):itiites the love of Praiie 
and th^ fear of Shame ; in the place of Con- 
fcicnce, he fubftitutcs Pride ; for the dread of 
Guilt; lie fubilitutes the apprebcnfion of Dif* 
^race* 

jS^ thoughts are not your thougitSj neither are 

your ways my ways, faith the Lord. That which 

is highly e^eemed among men is abomination in the^ 

Jight of God{Y). \yoc unto you who thu& 

(At) John v^ 44. xii* 43. (/) Ifa. lv« 8. Luke xvi. ] b. 
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pui darlmfifgr ^ht, md propQrtiiai»lly Ibnifl: 
ft(i<ie into darimefi the light of the world, the 
(trades of the Moft High ! Ye are ikey, like 
the Fhafifocs of cM^ vctlh Jt^jJIy ymr^es beftn 
men; ye are they, who teach for doctrines tH 
fommottdments of men ; ye are they who mah 
tie commandments of God ofnme^ect Ijgf y&$a^ 
iwditions (m) ; ye are they w4io upkold thi^ 
dudlift^ ye arc thejF who wreft the fwbrdqafe 
|if the haiids of the kw, and c<»iimit to emy 
man the vtndicatioii of his real pr tmi^naijF 
lyroQga; ye are th^ ipdiQ prefer ^tbe dif^;dMfgpi 
9f a gatrihig^debt to the payinent of the jaft 
ffemandpf the familhed tradefmian!; jre aw 
ilbey MiAkO eftabliih ^ principle of mbaHty/ 
^g^idibfs, hecaiuie notv founded upon rdigiDB/-w 
ibanty in its compRhen;fion, bec^^e toteranir 
«i^ inany criine* and iiMttfieient tainuBSMoos 
ifirtues; s^d howeyftr highly efteemfd ainong 
men, i^I^iii^Mhk'm'^ the fight of iSod, bedaufe 
exalted in hegle^ ot in contempt of hts werd« 
fegacdtefi of ^is ift^ce and his ^ot^ ! 

My brethren, the pxofeficd objeft (^ thift 
^fcour^ is new fnlfiUed. You hare diftinftlf 
fsrreyed a -ibfil^cicnt vanety of e:«amples,^ &« 

loAed to.di^ay the ii», i^h, in the pSBk^ 

■ • ■ ■ ■ 
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of Scripture before vsy the prophet had m cdn« 
' tempbvtion ; and your coofcienccs atteft the 
jufiice of the woe denounced againft ever^p 
mflance of that im by the Spirit of God* 
What is the warning voice which^ whale we 
ponder on thefe examples^ fingly or col** 
kAiydy^. reibunds in our ears? To the lam 
mmi /a the tefihnony. If ibey /peak not accords 
i^tabkiW^d, it k becai^ tbtre h no l^Bt 
it tbemJ . Thus faith the Lord^ Stand j^ m the 
mjrTyOttdfut emd ajk for the tddpaths^ vdnra 
h tbe^goad way, and waH therein^ andyeJbaU 
fnd re^fca'yjmrfmk{u^ Let not thelumes 
of a:, heated imagination bewilder' you int6 
enthuiiafm 1 Let xiot the nafusad m^gfixm, of 
&e hdart from religion chill you k^to luker 
warmnefs 1 Comreive not that it Is religionr 
to obey ibme of the co^imandmeiita of God> 
and knowingly to perfevcrc in difobcying 
one I Conceive not that it is charity to ex- 
plain away the heinoufneis of iin ; or cen« 
ibrioufnefs ; to |^onoUnce that to be guil^ 
iBfhicK(jnQd has pronounced to be guilt, — ? that 
to be; the fubjeft of puriiflinifent, which God 
iia$ averred that He will punifh. Let not 
ytmr minds he corrupted from the fmpUcity 
which is in Cbrifi, into a habit of rcferrixig 
to that unauthorized and mifcrable arbiter of 

CnJ Ifidahvin.^, Jcr. vi. l^. 



unfcriptural Prmctples of Cohdu^. $8^ 

morkis^ that ideal -power before which the 
world bows down in fenfelels adoration, the 
principle of honour. Mjy Jon I Give, I pray 
thee, ghry to the Lord God. . Wbe unto foui 
if in- uny of the inftanccs which have bfccti 
fpecified, or in any analogous pxample, you 
are deluded to call evil good and good evil, 
to put darknefs for light and light for ciarlnejs, 
to put bitter for fuoeet and fuoeet for hitter ! 
Woe unto you if you wilfully become the in-* 
ftrument of feducing others into fimilar delu- 
fions ? Stand faft on the fure rock, the facred 
Word. Let ignorance mifiinderftand the 
goipel : let indifference ftrip it of its energy : 
let pride, let fenliiality, let worldly minded- 
nefs frame to themfelves fchemes of reli- 
gion conformable to the : corrupt principle 
in accommodation to which they are leve-* 
rally framed. Let the language of igno- 
rance, of indifference, of pride, of fenfua- 
lity, of wordly mindedneis, on topics of 
piety, and morality, be unrighteoufnefs, be 
folly, be madnefs. In God, in His coun- 
fels, in His recorded law, there is neither 
variablenefs nor Jhadow of turning. Refits 
Chri/i, the Judge of all, is the fame yejier-* 
day, and to-day, and for ever. Meafure thou 
all things by that ftandard, by which thou 
ihalt thyfelf b? meafured. Weigh all (hipgs 
Vol. I. C g in 
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in thofe Ibalcs, by; which thou flialt thyfelf be 
tried. Make thy reference in all things to 
that tribunal^ from which there ihall be no 
appeal. Judge all things by the word of 
God : for by that word ihalt thou and all 
things be judged. 
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SERMON XVIIL 

An Expofition of the firft Part of the Leffon 
appointed for the Burial Service. 



I COR. XV. r?o.. 

•Kcnv is Cbrifi rifen from the Dead, and becmf 
the Jirji fruits of them thatjlept. 

/jLih Scripture is given by infpiration of 
God: and is profitable for doSirine, for re- 
proof for correSlion, for inftruSIion in righte- 
pufnefs that the man of God may be perfeSly 
thoroughly furnsjhed unto all good works {a). 
JSuch is the divine authority, fuch is the com- 
prehenfive nature, fuch are the manifold and 
Supremely inc^rtant ufes, of the Bible. 
Hence it becomes the duty and the v^rifdom 
4)( the minifters of the golpel, in their qn- 

(a) 2 Tim. iii. l6, 1/. 
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deavours to train up the flocks committed to 
their charge in the know^ledge and obedience 
of the faith of Chrift, from time to time to 
vary the methods, in which they deduce 
inflrudlion from the word of God : to vary 
them however vrithin fuch limits oiUy as the 
Scriptures themfelves completely authorife; 
and to vary them, if in fome meafure for the 
purpofe of exciting a more lively attention 
among their hearers, yet principally for the 
lake of lucceflively impreffing on their con- 
gregations the different helps and encourage*- 
ments to holinefs, and the different diffuafives 
from fm, which the facred w^ritings fupply. 
Thus at one time the preacher will dwell 
chiefly, though by no means without ' a de- 
cided reference to practice, on doftrines. 
At another time, regarding the truth and im- 
port of the doctrines as eflabliflied, he will 
enter into a fuller detail concerning the con- 
duft, which a firm belief in them is designed 
and adapted to produce. Sometimes he will 
unfold the nature and evince the efiicacy of 
faith. Sometimes he will enlarge on holy 
tempers and good works ; thofe fruits of the 
Spirit^ by which genuine faith is manifefled 
and adorned. Sometimes he w^ill build his 
admonitions on the preceptive parts of the 
Old or of the New Teflament, Sometimes 

he 
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he will derive them from the. memorable 
hillories which thofe records* contain of 
righteous men proted:ed, delivered, and . re- 
warded by that God whom they ferved and 
glorified ; or of rebellious defpifers of the di- 
vine bw, condemned to lliame> ariguifli, and 
deftrudiion. Sometimes he will fix his 
thoughts on a fingle verfe ; and will explain 
with minutenefs of invefl:igation> and enforce 
withcopioufnefs of reafoning,the religious truth 
which it involves. Sometimes he will fele<3: a 
paflage of greater length; point out the bearing 
and connexion of the arguments employed by 
the infpired prophet, evangelift, or apoftle ; 
and apply them, fo far as they may be lawfully 
applied, to the edification, the fupport, and the 
comfort of Chriftians of the prefent day. 

The laft of thefe various methods of ob- 
taining inftrudion from the word of God is 
that which I propofe now to purflie. In 
the prefent and in a fiibfequent difcourfe, 
(for the fubjed: is too extenfive to be com- 
preffed with advantage into the compafs of 
a fingle lermon), it will be my objeft to di- 
rect your minds to that portion of St, Paul's 
firft Epiflile to the Corinthians, which opens 
with the verfe felc6led for the text and ex- 
tends to the conclufion of the chapter. It is 
a portion of Scripture in the higheft degree 

C c 3 inte- 
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intercftinff on account of the momentou5 
truths which it difclofes. And it is rendered 
peculiarly imprcffivc by the folemn and af- 
fefting nature of the ' occafions on which it 
is publicly employed. It is a portion of 
Scripture which we have frequently heard 
ponoiinced over the lifelefs bodies of our 
friends. It is one which bthers within no 
diftant period Ihall hear pronounced over our 
own. The church to which we belong has 
wifely and pioufly endeavoured to render the 
interment of the dead a fource of edification 
to the living, When pride is humbled and 
the heart fbftened by affli^ion; when the 
coffin flowly borne to the houfe of God, 
paufmg there awhile on its way towards tht 
grave, or placed within its narrow manlion 
and receiving the laft looks of furviving an- 
guilh, proclaims with a voice which cannot be 
milimderftood, the fpeedy and inevitable end 
of all earthly pofleffions and enjoyments : 
the mourner is taught to look to Chrift the 
Redeemer, the Refurrec^ion and the Life, in 
whom whofoever believeth, though he were 
dead, yet Ihall he live. He is taught that, if 
the Lord has taken away \ He has taken only 
what He gave. He is taught that, though 
mat! walketh in a vain fliadow ; yet his hope 
is truly in the Lord. He is taught that, if 

God 
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God tumeth man to. deftrudioa ; again He 
faith, ^^ Come again, ye children of men/' 
He is taught fo to number his days, that he 
may apply his heart unto wifdom. He is 
taught that a voice from Heaven hath pro- 
claimed, *' Bleffed are the deady which die In 
'* the Lord: evenfoy faith the Spirit ; for thejf 
'^ rg^ from their labours^* He is taught not 
to Ibrrow as men without hope, for them 
who lleep in Chrift. He is taught that the 
fouls of the faithful, after they are delivered 
from the burden of the fleih, are with Chrift 
in joy and felicity. He is taught that though 
earth be committed to earth, alhes to afhes^ 
duft to dull : it is in fure and certain hope of 
the refurredion of the juft to eternal lifc^ 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift, who fliall 
change our vile body that it may be like unto 
His glorious body, according to the working 
whereby He is able to fubdue all things to 
Hirafelf ; and ihall then pronouiKre that be- 
nediction to all that love and fear God^ Qme 
ye hleffed children of nty Father p receive the 
kingdom prepared for ..jnou from the beginning of 
the worlds In the pa£age from the firft 
Epiftle to the CorinthiaBs af^inted to form 
a part of die ftin^ral fervice, this fundanaental 
dodhrine of our faith, this glorious* and in^ 
cftimable hope, this unfailing iiipport to the 

C c 4 righteous 
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fighteous under ail the labours and afflictions 
of mortality, is eftablifhed by irrefiftiblQ ar- 
guments, guarded againft cavils and mifcon- 
ceptions ; difplayed under the moft animating 
reprefentations ; and praftically applied to pur- 
pofes the moft noble. 

V Let us proceed, in reliance on the bleiSng 
of Him under the guidance of whole Spirit 
all Scripture has been recorded, to the 
&11 confideration of this portion of holy 
• writ. 
:■ ; In the earlier part of the chapter the apoftlc 
difclofes the circumftance, which had con- 
vinced . him of the neceffity of the leffon 
which he was about to inculcate. If Cbrifi, 
iaith he, be preached that he rofefrom the dead : 
bow fay fome among you that there is no refur^ 
reSiion of the dead? Though the Old Tefta- 
ment contains, efpecially in the writings of 
the prophets, many forcible intimations of a 
futiure exiftence; the Sadducces, a powerful 
and numerous led: among the Jews, denied 
that there remained a life beyond the grave. 
Among the heathens, all was obfcurity ' and 
doubt, or darknefe and unbelief. When they 
heard of the refurreHion of the dead, fome 
liftened with prejudice, contempt, and re- 
luflance : others openly fcofFed and mocked 
at the novelty and ftrangenefs ,of the doftrine. 
o. Hence 
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Hence among the early Chriftians^ whether 
of Jewifli or of Gentile race, there was found 
a favourable opening for falfe teachers, who 
were adventurous enough to undermine and 
oppofe the hope of a future life. Two here- 
tical declaimers of this delcription, Hymeneus 
and Philetus, are fpecified by St. Paul in his 
fecond Epiftle to Timothy as having erred 
concerning the truth j faying that the refurreSlion 
is paji already : affirming the promifed reliir- 
reiftion to be of a figurative nature ; a refiir* 
region to be accompliflied in the prefent 
world ; a refurre^lion, as they probably ex- 
plained themfelves, from a ftate of vice to a 
ftate of virtue. Though Hymeneus, accord- 
ing to the pofitive declaration of the fame 
apofUe, had, in this fundamental point nuule 
Jbipwreck concerning faith, becaufe he had 
firft put away a good confcience : though both 
thefe corrupters of the truth as it is injefus, 
having emancipated themfelves from the 
dread of a judgement to come, wotJd na- 
turally plunge with little reftraint into flagi- 
tioufnefs, and might thus have been expedled 
to bring general difcredit on their opinions 
even in the eyes of common obfervers : yet 
their word did eat as doth a canker, and over* 
threw^ the faith of fome. Teachers infeded 
with the lame fenfele^ and pernicious prin* 

ciples 
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ciples had itifinuated themferVes and acquired 
influence among the Chriftians of Gorinth- 
Well aware that the admiffion of fuch prinn 
ciplcs in any degree tended in an equal de- 
gree to uproot Chriftianity from its founda- 
tions, the apoftle ftrenuoufly advances for- 
ward to contend for the genuine faith, the 
faith originally delivered to the faints. He 
recalls to the remembrance of his converts 
that gofpel which he had preached to them 
at the beginning ; that gofpel which they^ 
had embraced ; that gofpel by which they 
were to be faved : a goipel built on the 
ground-work of Chrift*s refurreftion from 
the dead ; and eftabliftiing by infallible 
proofs his repeated appearances after his re- 
turn from the grave, feparately to St* Peter^ 
afterwards to St. James, more than once to 
all the apoitles coUeftcd together, then to an 
aflembly of above five hundred difciples, mofl 
of whom were flill alive, and, lafl of all, to 
St. Paul himfelf. He warns them that the 
reality of the refurredlion of Chrift was in- 
(eparably connefted with the aflurance of 
their own future refurreftion : that if the 
dead were not to rife, Chrifl was not rifen ; 
that if Chrifl were not rifen, the apoflles who 
had promulgated a gofpel proclaiming His 
refurreilion had teflified falfely concerning 

God ; 
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God ; that their preaching had in that cafe 
been in vain, an impofture and a deluiion; 
that the Corinthians had believed in vain, and 
were yet in their fins, had placed reliance on 
2( falfehood, and were deftitute of pardon and 
without a poffibility of falvation ; and that all 
who had fallen afleep in Chrift, all who for 
His fake had encountered perfecution and 
mifcry, all who had died in His faith and in 
full aflurancc of life eternal througjh Him, 
had perifhed. Having thus fully fet before 
them the confequences which would iicccA 
larily enfiie, if the peftilent dod:rinc with 
which they were aiTailed were founded in 
truth : a docftrine which would prove that 
Chrift had not riieil from the dead ; that 
He had wrought no atonement for (in ; that 
He was unable to^ perform his promifcs j that 
no hope temaiiled for the righteous ; that the 
whole fabric of the Chriftiati religion was a 
human contrivance, the prodi&dion of deli- 
berate fraud &hd unexampled hypocrily: he 
cheers them in the words of the text With a 
foletfttt ftatement of the real fad as to the 
tefurte^ion df their Lord, and the blcffcd 
refult of hid tefurreiftioii with regard to all 
thofe who tfiiftfed in Him; But now is Chrift 
rifen from the diad, and beddfHe the frfi fruits 
oftbem tbatjlept. " Be not Jhaktn in mind," 

for 
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for thus we may conceive the apoftld addref- 
fing his beloved followers ; '^ Be not Ihakerf 
" in mind, nor carried about with every wind 
** of dodlrine* Hold faft without wavering 
*' the profeffion of your faith, and eipecially 
** of that moft important article, on which 
the truth of the gofpel and every promife 
which you cherifli of pardon and future 
happinefs depend, the refurrcftion of your 
Saviour from the dead. Regard not thefe 
unrighteous deceivers, who are come ampng 
you, fubverting your fouls, minifters of 
the prince of darknefs transforming them* 
felves into apoftles of Chrift : the chief 
of whom Hymeneus, I am conftrained 
** to deliver urito Satan, I am compelled to 
** fubjeft to the penal infliftion of a mira- 
** culous and fevere deceafe, that he may 
learn not to blafpheme; and that, being 
thus driven by the punishment of the flelh 
to a conviction of his guilt, his foul may per- 
chance be faved in the day of the Lord (^). 
Chrljl. is rifen from the dead. He rofe on 
the third day, according to the Scriptures. 
** God did not leave his foul in hell, in the 
abode of feparate fpirits ; neither did He 
fufFer His Holy One to fee corruption. And 
" He is lecome the Jirji fruits of them thatjlept^ 

(h) 1 Cor. V. 5. I.Tim. 1.20. 
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'* He is the firft-bbm from the dead^ that ia 
'' all things He might have the pre-eminence. 
'^ For it pleafed the Father that in Him 
*' Ihould all fulnefs dwell • As by the obla- 
tion of the firft fruits, the divine bleffirig 
was drawn down upon the whole harveft: 
^* fo has Chrift fanftified all the people df 
*^ God, for whofe fins He died, for whofe 
^* juftificiation He arofe. If you believe that 
*^ Jefus died and rofe again ; believe that them 
*' alfb which flccp in Jefus will God bring 
'' with Him/' 

B;^ eftabliihing the faft of the refurreftion 
of Chrift, the apoftle had provided a conclu- 
five anfwer to every objeftion which could be 
urged againft the future refurreAion of the 
dead, on whatever principle the objection 
might be founded. Was the refurre6lion of 
the dead pronounced impoflible ? The reply 
was at hand. " Chrift is rifen. The fanie 
*' power which raifcd Him is able to raife 
*^ all men/* Was the relurreftion defcribed, 
in the language of profane defpifers among' 
the heathen, as an unworthy and undefirable 
hope? The reply was ready. " Chrift is 
rifen. Can that hope be unworthy; can 
that hope be undefirable to men ; which, 
*^ when the Son of God became man, was 
^^ perfefted in Him ?" Was the refurredion 

repre* 
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reprc^ted as an uncertain event? TI^« 
Chri^an was prepared to anfwcr, " Chrtft it 
" fifen ; and is become the Jirji fruits of them 
'* thatflept. He, who hath proved Hin^fclf to 
** be the Son of QoA by rifing from th^ d^ad, 
*' hath declared that all who are vfi the grave 
♦* (hall hear his voice and Ihall cpme forth/' 
So deeply however was St. Paul impreffed 
widi.the importance of the fubje^, that he 
ialioiirs with extrpme earneftnefs in th^ re- 
inamder of the chapter to confirm and IJJirf- 
trate the truth of the doftrine that all JPtien 
ifa^H be raifed from the dead; and to explain 
4be bkiTednefs c^ the change, whiph ihi^U 
then be experienced by the rightisous. 

IV fnce by man came death ; by man came 
al/o the refurredHon of the dead- For as in Adam 
jgil die ; evenjfb in Chrifljhall all be made alive. 

Death came by man; .in Adam all die. 
Adam, tranlgrefling the divine command, h^ 
jobedience to which he was to hold his happy 
fiate, was expelled from Paradife, left by 
continuing to eat of the tree of life he fhould 
Jive for ever. Barred by the flaming fword 
of the cherubim from all accefs to its vivify- 
ing fruit, he was abandoned to his natural 
mortality. His mortal nature defcended to 
his children : from them it has defcended to 
us : from us it fhall defcend to the lateft ge- 
neration 
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neration of mankind. So death paficd upont 
all men. By Adam's tranigreflioa «vciy- 
man has been fubjeft^d to the fentenoe, Du^ 
thou arty and unto dufijbalt thou return., Bi^ 
God is a Qod of mefcy. Where fin abounded^ 
he decreed that grace ihpuld muqh morft 
abound. He decreed that iht ruin bro?ag]b| 
on the human race by the prince of evil ijpi«« 
rits \¥ho animated the ferpent^ by Satan^^ th^ 
father of lies, who was tiaus a tnurderef from 
the beginning, fhould. not be without hope 
and withcmt end. He decreed that by « 
being pf that very nature which the DevU 
had degraded and {ubdued ; by a ddbetideiiC 
iaccording to the fleflij from thofe n^ei^blip 
finners, whom he now triumphandy led ca|i- 
tive at his will; ; the lofe tof vmn fliauld be 
regained^ the great iE^iemy Chould in his tUm 
be vanquiflied and hurled . into perditiQia. Hfe 
decreed^ that the feed <f the vwnm finQuld 
iruffe theferpenfi heiad* He decreed, Ajit, 09 
by man came death, by mai9i ihould ^i(o $:bme 
the refurreAion of the dead: that ^ inAdant 
all die, even fo in Cbrifijhatt all be made alhe. 
Chrift undertook the office pf mercy and re« 
conciliation.. He wid^rtook^ though witlv- 
out fm, to be made in ihs> likenjefi f^ finful 
flefli; to lay down his life on the crqfs, there 
to aecomplifh by his meritorious itt0Qrifig» 

an 
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an atonement fufficient for the fins of the 
i^hok World; there openly to . triumph over 
Ac principalities and powers of darknels ; 
there to deftroy the enipire of Satan, and to 
fct free the prifoners of the tomb. / will 
tanfom ihemy he cried, from the power of the 
grwe : I will redeem them from death. O 
death! I will be thy plague. O grave! I will 
hethydeJlru£iion{c), Was the dominion ac- 
qinred through Adam by death univerfal ? So . 
alio IS the redemption from death purchafed 
by Jcfiis Chrift. iTberefhall he a refurreSiion 
of the dead, both of the juf and utgufii The 
dead, fmall and great, fliall fand before God. 
All ^bat are in the graves fball hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and Jh all come forth : they that 
have done good, unto the refurreSion of l^e; 
and they that have done evil, unto the refurreC'-- 
tion of damnation {d). 

Bui every man in his own order. Chrift, 
the firfi fruits : cfterwards, they that are 
Chrift s, at his coming. 

The apoftle, having evinced, in the pre- 
ceding verfes, the univerfality of the refurrec- 
tion both of the righteous and of the wicked, 
is folicitous to win the hearts no lefs than the 
underftandings of the Corinthians to a wil- 

(c) Hof. xiii. 14. (d) ASs^ xxiv. 15. Rev. ?X. 12. 

John, V. 25. 28, 29. 

ling 
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ling acceptation of the do<Slrine of a future 
life. Hence, throughout the fubfequent part 
q{ the chapter he direfts their attention al- 
moft exclufively to circumftances, which per* 
tain to the refurreAion of the Juft, Chrift 
had already fulfilled the prophecies, which 
had declared that He Ihould be the firft who 
Ihould rife from the dead. He had afccnded 
into Heaven, and had entered into His. glory. 
He had already prefented himfelf before the 
throne of God as the interceflbr, the fore- 
runner, and the reprefentative of his fjuots. 
In their due time, and in their appointed 
order, he will receive them from the cafir 
and from the wefl, from the north and firom 
the Ibuth, into the kingdom prepared for 
them, through his covenanted atonement, 
from the foundation of the world. Whea 
the Lord himfelf Ihall dcfcend from Heaven 
with a Ihout, with the Toice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God ; the dead in 
Chrifl Ihall rife firft. And then fhall the 
rightepus who remain alive at that aweful 
hour be caught up together* with them to 
meet the Lord in the air : and fo fhall they 
all be for ever with the Lord (^). 

Tben cometb the end^ when He Jhall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Fa^ 

<e) I Theff. iv. J5— l^ 

Vol-, I. D d tber ; 
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fher : when He Jhall have put dawn all ruUy 
and all authority and power. For He mujl 
feign, till He hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The loft enemy that Jhdll he dejlroyed is 
death : for He hath put all things under his feet. 
But when He faith, all things are put under 
Him ; it is vianifefi that he is accepted, which 
did put all things under Him. And when all 
things Jball befubdued unto Him ; thenjhall the 
Son alfo himfelf be fubjeSl unto Him that put all 
things under Him, that God may be all in all. 

Becaufc He, who was the Son of God, 
Touchfafed to become the Son of man ; be- 
caufe He who thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God, He who in the beginning 
was with God and was God, took upon Him- 
felf the form of a fervant, and humbled 
Himfelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crofs : therefore God 
hath highly exalted Him. As a partaker of 

■ 

the everlafting Godhead, our Saviour could 
not be exalted. But in His affumed nature 
as man, in His charafter as Mediator, He 
was capable of being exalted and glorified. 
Thy throne, O God, faith the Father unto the 
Son, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 
a fccptre of right eoufnefs is the fceptre of thy 
kingdom. Thou hafl loved right eoufnefs, and 
hated iniquity : therefore God, even thy God, 

Iratb 
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hatb anointed thee tvith the oil of gladnefs ahavi 
thy fellows (f)* ** O Thou who art a par- 
taker of the fovereigij and -^tei^al God-* 
head ; Thou who, when Thou Ihalt becomo 
incarnate in human nature, flidt completely 
fulfil my righteous law by the Spirit which 
fliall be poured upon Thee without mea- 
^^ fure : as Man Ihalt Thou be raifcd unto 
'^ glory foreign and unknown to the nature 
*^ which Thou flialt have affumcd, unto a 
^^ throne of cverlafting righteoufncfs." To 
Chrift, as man, hath His Almighty Father 
given a name which is above every name ; 
that at the name of Jefus every knee fliould 
bow, of things in Heaven, and things in 
earth,^ and things under the earth, and that 
every tongu6 fhould confefs that Jefiis Chrift 
is Lord. He hath fet Chrift, as man, at His 
own tight hand^ in jHcavcn, fer above ail 
principality and ipower and might, and domi-* 
nion, and^ every name that is named, not oiUy 
ih this world, but in that which is to cpmc ; 
and hath put all things, Himfelf excepted^ 
under His feet. AH power is given imto 
Chrift, in Heavoh and in earth. -^And He 
muft reign. His feparate and mediatorial 
kingdom muft continue, until He ihall bava 
put down all rule and all authority &nd POwer# 

(/) Hcbr. i. 5. 8,9,.. 

P d « vntil 
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until He (hall have fubdued all things unto 
Himfelf : until after having extended the do- 
minion of His church over the whole earth, 
after having crulhcd with the rod of his ven- 
geance all His adverfaries, whether rebellious 
men or revolted angels. He Ihall complete 
the glories and evince the everlafting durabi- 
lity of His triumph by the perpetual deftruc- 
tion of death. That laft enemy of man, that 
lateft antagonift of our Redeemer, fliall af- 
fur edly be deftroybd for ever : for God hath 
put all things, even death himfelf, under the 
feet of His Son, For in that He put all in 
fuhjeSlion under Him^ He left nothing that is 
not put under Him. For Chrift took not on 
Hint the nature of angels ; hut He took on Him 
the feed of Abraham f He alfo Himfelf took part 
pffe/h and blood , that through death He might 
defiroy him that had the power of deaths that is, 
the devil (g). Chrift Ihall enthrone His 
righteous fervants in an inheritance of ever? 
lafting happinefs, an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled, that fadeth not away ; where 
4eath cometh no more, for they fliall die no 
more, but are equal Unto the angels, and are, 
the children of God, being the children of 
the refurredion. Then, when He fliall thus 
have accompliflied His warfare, thus effedlu- 

(g) Hebr, ii. 8. 14, 16. 

ally 
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ally attained and eftablifhed for ever the pur- 
poies of mercy for which He took human 
nature upon Him; He Ihall deliver up the 
kingdom to His Father. He Ihall refign Hisr 
mediatorial kingdom, that feparate and dele* 
gated fbvereignty of' the univcrfe which Hc^ 
had held in a character now no longer necef^ 
fary, to the Father from whom He had re* 
ceived it : that the eternal Godhead^ Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, may thenceforth be 
all in all. 

Such are the iiiblime and ftupendous views 
which the word" of God diiplays of the uni- 
verfal empire of the Son of God, who died 
for us upon the crofs. Head over all things 
to His church, angels and authorities and 
powers being made fubje6t unto Him : 
He is indeed able to favo to the utter moil all 
that come by Him unto God, He who is 
Lord of earth and Heaven vouchfafes to call 
His people by the endearing name of bre- 
thren. He knoweth whereof vsre are made j 
He remembereth that we are but duft : for in 
every thing, except fin, He was m^ide like 
unto His brethren. We have not an high 
prieft which cannot be touched with a feel- 
ing of our infirmities : for He was in all 
points tempted like as we are ; and having 
Himfelf fuffercdf being tempted. He is able 

D d 3 to 
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to Ificcout tbem that are tempted. In th© 
days of His flefli He offered up prayers and 
fupplicatiortS tvith ftfotig cryilig and tears 
finto Hitn that was able to fave, and He was 
heard : and his ears, are ever open to the 
prayers of His fervants, His arm is ever 
ftretched forth in defence of the heirs of fal- 
vation. Look up then to Chtift, ye who> 
though deeply cotifcious of your . fms, are 
humbly labouring through the fandification 
of His Spirit to ferve Him in faith and holi* 
nefs ; look up to your glorified King with 
confidence and joy. Frofti His throne in the 
Leaven of heavens He is beholding you for 
good* By night and by day He watches over 
yovL ; Ihields you from evil, fiipports you 
under trials, delivers you from temptation. 
Fly to Him for continual protection : plead 
with Him for never-failing grace- Depend 
with unlhaken reliance on His promife, on 
His power, on His wifdom, on His love. He 
who fpared not His own life for you, fhall He 
not give you all things ? All things are yours : 
whether the world, or life, or death, or things 
prefent, or things to come^ all things are yours : 
all things are ordained and controuled and 
direfted for your happinefs, becaufe ye are 
C^rijTs {h). But tremble, ye unrepenting 

(h) 1 Cor. iii. 21.23. 
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iinners, yc who dcfpife and difobcy the gof- 
pel: tremble to behold that Saviour whom 
ye rejecfl exalted to the dorriinion of the uni*- 
vcrfe. By your perfeverance in tr^n/greflion 
you conftrain Him to be your enemy. You 
range yourfelves in battle array againft your 
Judge : you turn a deaf ear to His offers of 
forgivenefs : you pluck down death and mi- 
fery everlafting with your own hands upon 
yourfelves. What is your, confidence ? Do 
you provoke the Almighty to anger? Are 
you ftronger than He ? Thofe whom His lovp 
cannot reclaim His indignation Ihall overr 
whelm. Jefus, the Lamb of God, facrificed 
for your fins, you defpife. Behold Jefijs the 
Son of God, Himfelf one with the Father, 
feated on His Father's throne. Behold the 
dawning of the great day. Behold^ He cometh 
with clouds ; and every eyejballfee Htm / Be-- 
hold the day Yfhtntbefunjball become black as 
fack-clotb, and the moqn as blood: when fbejlars 
Jball fall from heaven, and the heaven Jhall 
depart as a fcroll when it is rolled together, 
and every mountain and ijland Jhall be moved 
out of their places : when all the enemies of 
Chrifl, kings of the earth, and great men and 
rich men, and chief captains, and mighty men, 
and every bondman and every freeman, Jhall 
jbide themfelves in the dens and in thf rocks of 

P d 4 the 
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the mountains ; and- Jhall fay to the mountains 
and rocks f Fall on us, and bide us from the face 
tfHim that ftteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb. • For the great day of His 
wrath is come: and who Jhall be able to 
Jiand{t)P Liften even yet to the voice of 
mercy. Bend the ftubborn knee, bow down 
the hardened heart. He ftill waits to be gra:- 
cious. But the feafbn of trial will have an 
end. His Spirit will not always Arrive with 
man. Your time of trial may be expiring. 
Humble yourfelf before Chrift, the Lord of 
heaven and earth : truft in His atoning blood : 
pray without ceafing for His grace : and fevc 
yourfelves, while yet you may, honx the re^ 
JurreSiion of damnation. 

(i) Rev. i. 7. vi. 12— 17. 
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I COR. XV. 20. 

Now is Cbrift rifen from the Dead, and become 
the Jirft fruits of them thatjlept. 

TN the preceding difcourfe I laid before you 
the fubftance of St. PauFs arguments in 
the earlier part of the chapter under our con- 
iideration ; together with fuch rcfleftions 
tending to your edification and your comfort 
as appeared naturally to flow^ from the fubjeft. 
The apoftle had eameftly infilled on the truth 
of the refiirrecftion of Chrifi: as the ground- 
work of Chriftian faith, and the pledge of 
the future refurreftion of all • men at their 
appointed time and in their proper order. He 
iKid reminded the Corinthians of the leading 

feature 
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feature in the divine plan of Redemption ; 
that the great DeUverer who fliould provide 
^c means of^Tcftonttion for fallen man fhotild 
himfelf be man : that the victorious enemy 
of the human race fliould be defpoiled of 
his Ibvereignty, lEould be caft into evcr- 
lafting perdition, by a Being w^ho fliould 
manifeft Himfelf in the flefli, vvho fliould 
be clothed .in that nature, which the temp- 
ter by his triumph over our firfl: parents had 
corrupted and enflaved. _ He had enlarged on 
th^ import, the extent, and the duration, of 
the mediatorial kingdom of our Lord : and 
had marked with particular energy that com- 
plete deijionftratipn of the Redeemers \ini- 
verfal power, that iburce of inexprefl[ible con- 
iblation and inextinguifliable happinefs to 
His fervants, the total deftrucftion of death. 
He proceeds unto the conclufion of the 
chapter ftill to prefs thefe awakening truths 
on the Chriftians to whom he addrefled his 
epiftle ; and by that epiftle, being deady he yet 
Jpeaketh to us, and fliall continue to fpeak the 
words of fldvationito the extremities of the 
earth, until his Lord fliall return in the 
clouds to call the living and the dead to 
judgement. He confirms the docftrine of the 
refurrediion byy additional rcafoning? ; and 
vindicates it from the cavils of objcftors by 

perfpi- 
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J)fcrlpicuous and familiar illuftrations. He 
enters at cpnfiderable; length into the nature 
of the change, which ihall be experienced by 
the glorified bodies- of juft men made perfcft : 
fuddcnly breaks forth into a triumphant ftraia 
of gratitude to God, who giveth us through 
our Lord Jefus Chrift- the. vi<Sory over our 
laft enemy armed with the mortal dart 6f fin 
and fi:rong in the penal fan<ftions of the 
violated law : and clbfes the fubje<3: with a 
fliort but impreffive and animated exhorta- 
tion to that fliedfaftnefs, that joyful patience 
in faith and holineis, to which, by the pro- 
piife and through the blood of Chrift, the 
Reward of everlafting happiuefs is enfured* 

Thefe, my brethren, are the lefibns which 
X WiOxAd, attempt to unfold for your encour- 
agement in your pilgrimage through an evil 
world, in your pafifage through the valley of 
^he Ihadow of death, 

Elfe what Jball they do, %vhkb are bapttfed 

for the dead ; if the dead rife not at all .^ Why 

are they then bapttfed for the deadP And why 

fand we in jeopardy every hour P / prote/i by 

your rejoicing which I have in Chriji Jefus 

our Lordy I die daily. If after the manner of 

men, I have fought with bea/is at Ephefus : 

what advantageth it me, if the dead rife not P 

Idet us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die! 

III 
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In the nineteenth verfc St. Paul had al- 
ready affirmed* concerning himfelf, and the 
other apoftles and preachers of the gofpel ; 
If in this life only we haeoe hope in Chrift ; we 
are of all men moji ikiferiahle. Moft truly might 
he make this declaration.- What was their fitu- 
ation as you find it reprefented in the Afts of 
the Apoftles, and incidentally defcribed in the 
Epiftles of St. Paul and of the other facrcd 
writers ? One continued fccne of toil, ibrrow, 
anxiety, danger, and perfecution. . Chafed 
from region to region, odious alike to the 
Jews and to the^ Romans, in affiidlionSj in ne- 
ceJptieSy in di/lrejfes, in Jiripes^ in imprifonments^ 
in tumults, in labours,, in watchings, in faflings^ 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wildernefs, 
in perils in the fea^ in perils among falfe bre^ 
thren ; in wearinefs and painfulnefs, in hunger 
and thirjif in cold and nakednefs (^), and under 
perpetual hazard of a violent and torturing 
death ; if they were not juftified in looking 
forward through Chrift to a future recom- 
pence, they were indeed the moft miferable 
of mankind. If then they knowingly and 
willingly expofed themfelves to uninterrupted 
dangers and fufFerings by preaching the refur- 
rcdion of their crucified Mafter ; by preaching 
a gofpel depending on the truth of His re- 
fa) 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. xi. 26, 27. 

furreftion. 
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furre^lion, and annouhcing the future refiir- 
redlion of all men : what was the neceflary 
conclufion ? That they knew whom they had 
believed ; that they knew that Jefus Chrifl: had 
arifen, that all men ihould rife, that the gofpel 
was true. To this argument St. Paul now 
recurs. What confideration, he enquires, ex- 
<:ept a firm convidion that there remaineth 
beyond the grave a hope for the righteous, 
could induce men to encounter a certain 
profpeA of wretchednefs in the prcferit Jife, 
and to be bapfifed for the dead : to be bap- 
tifed into a religion eftablifhed on the do^ftrine 
of the refurrc<3:ion ; or, as this difficult ex- 
preffion is not unfrequently interpreted, to be 
baptifed in the place of thofe who are dead ; 
to take upon themfelves the Chriflian profef- 
fion which had proved before their eyes the 
caufe of deftruAion to numbers, and eagerly 
to offer themfelves to fill up thofe vacancies 
which martyrdom had occafioned in the ranks 
of the fbldiers of Chrifl ? What other con- 
fideration, he demands, could perfuade us, the 
apoflles, to {land in jeopardy, cheerfully tocx- 
pofe our lives to extreme danger every hour ? 
To flrengthen his reafbning, St. Paul appeals to 
^his own fufferings, to his own perils. On ano- 
ther occaiion we find him applying to him- 
felf and his afifociates the prophetical expref- 

fions 
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fions of the Pfalmift : For thy fake are we killed 
nil the day long ; we are counted asjbeepfor the 
Jlaught€r[b). And now he folemnly records 
his proteftation, that he was in daily hazard of 
death for preaching the gofpcl. And he refers 
to a fpecial inftance of perfecution,well known 
to the Corinthians, w^hich had overtaken him 
in Afia, and is detailed in the nineteenth 
chapter of the book of Ads ; and is again 
mentioned by St. Paul in his fecond Epiftle 
to the Corinthians (t), as a danger in which 
he was prcffed out of fneafure, above his 
ftrcngth, infomuch that he deipaired even of 
life, regarded the fentcnce of death as about 
to be executed upon him, and had no hopo 
remaining except the fure and never-failing 
confidence that God would raife the dead. 
If J faith he, after the manner of men y to adopt 
a proverbial form of expreffion in ordinary 
ufe among you, / have fought with beafs at 
Ephefus : if I have dared the ungovernable 
fury of a frantic multitude, outrageous and 
cruel as favage beafts : What advantageth it 
mey if the dead rife not P What poffible benefit 
could I derive from all the labours and afr 
fli6lions, which I bring upon myfelf by 
preaching Chriftianity ; by what poffible in-, 
ifllicement could I be impelled to ingur them ; 

{I) Rojn. viii. 3(>. (c) 2 Cor. i, 8, 9, 

If 
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if there were no refurreftion ?^ If after this 
Ihort fcene of exigence, there were no future 
life ; we, the apoftles of Chrift, Ihould cm- 
ploy our perfbnal exertions, we Ihould re- 
commend it as the only rational objed: of 
the exertions of others, to make the moft of 
the prefent ftate of being. We Ihould not 
exhort you to fet your affedions on things 
above, to be crucified unto the world, to be 
dead unto its pleafures. Our language woulcj 
be the language prevalent in the mouths of 
your unbcliving and fenfual philofophers. Let 
us eat and drinks we fliould fay ; for to-motrow 
we die. Life is fhort ; life is uncertain. Seize 
every gratification of the paffing hour, Lofe 
not prefent enjoyment in the hope of future 
blifs : for beyond the tomb no futurity remains, 
B ut be not deceived, the apoftle continues : 
evil communications corrupt good manners. 
Awake to right eoufnefs and Jin not : for fome 
have not the knowledge of God. I Jpeak this t6 
your Jhamc. He admonifhes the Corinthians to 
roufe themfelves from their fpiritual lethargy, 
to be ever upon their guard againft the deceit- 
ful influence, the enfnaring ibciety, alnd the 
corrupting converfation of their falfe teachers, 
w^ho maintained that there was no judgement 
nor life to come. He excites them to a 
vigilant felf-cxamlnation, to an unlhaken ad-* 

hercnce 
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herence unto found dodrinc, to an abhor- 
rence of unfcriptural principles, and of fin, 
to which unfcriptural principles neceflarily 
condiift. He reproves them for that want of 
the knowledge of Gody that Ihameful deficiency 
in religious information and attainments, to 
•which alone could be afcribcd their endurance 
for a moment of a doftrine fiibverfivc of the 
very foundations of Chriftianity. The re- 
proof, as St. Paul well remarked to the Corin- 
thians, w^as to thciTjbame. My brethren, if 
we remain ignorant of any of the great 
do6hines of our religion ; it is to our fhame. 
The Scriptures and the houfe of God are open 
to every one of us. Whatever is requifite 
to falvation is placed before the humble en- 
quirer diftinftly, and within his reach. The 
nature of God ; the corruption of man ; the 
office of our Redeemer ; the unceafing ne- 
ceflity of divine grace ; the imperfed:ion and 
the attendant fmfulnefs of all human works ; 
the confequent impoffibility of pardon and 
falvation except through faith in the atoning 
blood of Chrift ; the indifpenfable obligation 
to ftedfaft holinefs and good works as the 
fure fruits and only evidences of jufi:ifying 
faith ; the certainty of a future judgement, 
pf a relurre<Sion of life or of damnation : 
thefe are truths fo plainly, fo energetically 

ftated 
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ilated in that volume which, if we firiccrely 
love God through Chrift, will be our conftant 
ftudy, that, if we continue ignorant of them, 
we Ihall defervedly be covered with confufion, 
we Ihall awake from the duft of the earth to 
ihame and everlafting contempt. 

The apoftle, in the next place, expofes the 
abfurdity of thofe cavils againft the poffibility 
of the refurredion of the body from its duft> 
which by the unconverted heathen were fre- 
quently brought forward. But form man will 
fqy\ Haw are the dead raifod up P And with 
ivhat body do they tome P The folly of this 
objetftion St. Paul riiahifefts by direfting the 
thoughts of the perfon reprefented as urging 
it to a (imilar example of the power of God 
diiplayed' before the eyes of all men every 
day: an example which our Saviour had 
alrea^ applied to illuftrate a parallel truth (d). 
Thou fool! that which thou foweji is not quicks 
ened, except it die. O blind and proud felf- 
deceiver ! Why Ihoidd it bp thought a thing 
impoflible with thee that God fliould raife the 
dead ? In every feed which thou Ibweft a 
change is wrought of the fame nature with that 
transformation, which Ihall take place in the re- 
'iurre<%ion of the human body. The corruption 
f^nd decay of the original feed are neceffary tg 

I 

(d) John, xii. 24, 
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the develdpement of the future plant. In that 
which thm fmveft, in cypry feed which thptt 
committeO: to the earth, thou favoefi not that 
body which Jball he^ hut hare grain ; // nmy 
chance of wheat y or of fome other grain* But 
God giveih it a body as it hath pleqfed himi 
and to every feed its own body. Thou ibwefb 
a naked lifelefs feed wholly different in out-^ 
Ward appearance, in organization, in fenfibk 
qualities from the living herb, which by es^ 
|)erience thou knowefl fhall fpring frpm it9 
diilblution. But Go4 befloweth on it a new 
body, provided for it by Him conformably 
to its kind : He raifeth it up into a b^utiftlil 
plant fur^ifhed with powers and endowe4 
with properties fuited to the new and j^ore 
noble flate of exiflence, which He ^pppmt3 
it to fill. The hand which, from a buried 
and perifhing grain of wheat can raife up the 
blade and the ear; can call forth from the 
dufl into which man's mortal body is (ili^blve4 
a frame fit to partake of the inheritance of 
the faints in light. Do you require addi- 
tional arguments and illuflrations ? God has 
abundantly flipplied them. He has already 
written them in His works. He has already 
manifefted Himfelf able to create bodies 
of fielh fcverally differing according to their 
generic diflindlions ; and bodies of other na- 
tures, varying each from the other in glory. 

All 
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Alljle/b is not the fam^ Jlijb : far there is one 
iind qfjle/k of men ;. 4notkfr fiefr of beqftsi 
another of jybes ; a^Hi amther ^ birds. There 
are al/o cekjiial bodies 9 and bodies tefreftrioL 
But the glory of the celeftial is ork ; and the 
glory of the terreftrial is another. There is one 
glory of the fin ; and another glory of the nmn\ 
and another glory of the far s : for one far d^* 
ferethfrom another far in, glory. He Who hag 
moulded the duft of the e^rth into bodies of 
flefh diveriified in their natures according t9 
the wide diveriity which fubiifts between the 
different families of the limmal world : He 
who has bellowed on the inailiimate work* 
m9iiihip of his hands^ on the orbs which roH 
through unbounded jpace> . degrees of radiance 
Ho various as thdfe by which the earthy the 
moon^ the liin^ and the innueieniUle fbm of 
heaven are reipe^lively diflingntflxed i He b 
able to revive under another form tbe dei-* 
cayedflefli of xhanA ajud for ever to crown k 
with ^lo(y» which it Was incapable of fuilaist^ 
ing befor(b» \% not this reprefentation tfue? 
Is it not pertinent ? Even f aifo is the refur^ 
reSiion of fht dead. It is fmon in antuption \ 
it is r^ifed in incorrupiim : it is fkion in dif 
boffour \ it is rmfed in glory ; it is fruon in 
weaknefs ; it is raifed in pnoer : Jt is fmon a 
ncfturql body ; if is raifed a fpiritual bod/. Such 

Ec3 ihali 
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Ihall be the majefty of the righteous, ^when 
they Ihine like the fun. in the kingdom of 
their Father : fuch the glorious change expe- 
rienced by their natural bodies^ when they are 
transfoirmbd by the Lord Jelus into bodies 
Ipirituail like His own, \ For as there is npvr 
a natural hoJy ; fo there is alfo a fpiritual hody j 
in referye for the children of God. And fo 
it is written: the Jtrjl'^tnan,^ Adanij when God 
breathed into his iloftrih the breath of life (^), 
was made a living fouL But the Iq/i Adam 
ttot only became, like the firft man, a 
living ■ foul : - but by bis own proper jpower 
He poffeiTed life in himlelf ; and He was able 
alfo to beftow life" on others according t6 His 
pleafure. He was a quickening Spirit. For as 
the Father hath life in himfelf\ fo hath He given 
to the Son to have life in bimfelf As the Fa-- 
ther raifeth up the dead and quicleneth them ; 
even fo the Son quicieneth whom He will. And 
all that are in the graves Jball bear His voice, 
nndfhall come forth (f). As every deicendent 
of Adam has by inheritance received a natural 
body iimilar to that of his firft parent; fb Ihall 
every true believer in Chrift Jefiis receive at 
the laft day by the quickening power of His 
Redeemer a body fpiritualifed and glorified 
like to that of the human nature glorified in 

{t) Gen. ii. 7. (/) John, v. 21. 26, 28, 29. 
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the pcrlbn of the Son of God. Hawbeit for 
this his heavenly transfiguration be muft 
wait in patient Iwpe, until his earthly taber- 
nacle fliall be diffolved. That wa^ not firjl 
vohicb is J^irhuaJ, but that wbicb is natural: 
and afterward, that which is JpirituiaL The 
Jirft man is of the earth, earthy : thefecond man 
is the Lord from heaven. Adam, our firft 
parent was, formed from the duft of the 
ground : mortal in his nature, and even in 
paradife prefcrved from decay only by the 
fruit of the tree of life., iSut the fecond man 
Chrift Jefus was God manifefted in the flejh r 
the Son of God, by nature a partaker of the 
Godhead : but for our fakes and for our laU 
vation veiled for a feafbn in a human body, 
a body firft to be fubjefted to death, then 
exalted into heaven, incorruptible and im- 
mortal. As is the earthy, fuch are they that 
are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, fuch are 
they alfo that are heavenly. ^ And 'as we have 
borne the image of the earthy ; we Jball alfo 
bear the image, of the heavenly. For his ap- 
pointed feafon the child of corrtiption muft 
bear the body of corruption. Earth muft re- 
turn to earth before it can be clothed with life 
eternal. But if, while thou art in. this taberna- 
cle, thou art renewed in the Spirit of thy mind 
after ^ the image of the Lord irom heaven ; 
- JE e 3 when 
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when Chrift, who is thy Lord and thy life, fliall 
appear, then (halt thou alio appear with Him 
in glory. Now this Ifay^ hretbren, that Jlejb 
and hhod cannot inherit the kingdom of God: 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Our 
bodies, if continued in a ftate of impure and 
perilhable fleih and blood, would be unfit for 
the habitations of the UeiTed, unqualified for 
the glories of eternity. Behold! I Jbewyou a 
wyjiery. I would eiplain to you through the 
inspiration of the Spirit of ' truth the iecrets 
of the world to come, which God alone can 
reveal. We JbaVl not all ^eep in the grave ; 
hut wejball all he changed : all the generations 
of Inen who fhall have been depofited in the 
tomb ; and every individual of that concluding 
generation which Chrift, when he cohieth to 
judgement Ihall find alive; all ihall be 
changed in a moment^ in the twinkling of an 
eyCy at the lafl trump. For the trumpet Jhall 
found, and the dead Jhall he raifed incorruptible ; 
and we Jhall he changed. For this corruptible 
muft put on incorruption ; and this mortal mufl 
put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
Jhall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
^all have put on immortality ; when purified 
for ever from all pollution, difentangled and 
refined from the feeds of weaknefs and decay, 
the glorified frame Ihall be re^united to the 

immortal 
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imrom^r Spirit :^i5e«^ai/ be brought to pa/s 
tht faying thkt iinvritten, Death is JwaUcrooeJ 
up in vtff^ry ; th?in (hall be fully accomplifhed , 
in its nobJeft import the prophetic declar-^ 

Ation of Ifaiah : The Lord God Jhall Jvoallow 
up death in ifiHoryi and Jbail voipe away tear$ 
from eff^ all faces : for the Lord hath Jpoktm 
it [g). Then ihali the redeemed of the Lror4 
exclaim in the triumphant rapture of thc^ 
ftpoftle ; O death / where /V thj fing f O 
grffue ! where is thy viSfpry P In that day (hall 
they take up^ and apply to themfeves, the 
feng of exultatKHi prepared iofi thral by th^ 
prophet in the words imniediately fotlowin^ 
that promife^ which id now fulfilled ij^i theif 
refurredion to ^erlafling life : ho ! this is ow 
Qod; we have waited for Him, and He will 
Jove usf This is the Lord: we hope woif^ 
fpr Him ; we wiU be ^ glad and rejoice in His 
fahation / From the contemplation of the 
g^ries of the world to come, St. Pavl as || 
wel^e^ for a moment teturns to earth, that he 
may imprefs on our hearts a deep conyidioa 
of the fituatibn with re^eA to futurity, ii;^. 
which every man, a$ an inheritor of the mortal 
jjmd ccHmipt nature of Adam> aild as ^ finner 
^gairii^ God by wilful tranfgreffion, is placed ; 
0/ the fituation in which all men would havp 

j(g) liaiah, wv. 8, 

E e 4 jewiajnc^ 
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ibcumntd mithatst fiofpe of ddiTehuiQe^ Jwd^liQl^ 
Chrift xtdcemtd them bj fli« Uoo4« ti^ 
Jh^ of Jeatb isjn: andtbijhei^b tfjnu, 
the law. It is fin whieh caitied death : it is 
'fin which makeith death terrible* Byr^n 
death entered into the wodd : by fin the bed 
of Ike dying man is ihajken: with agcmyj witib 
|)angs of body and honors of confcilfiice : by 
fin the dungeons of neyer-ending pnnUhmepti 
wens founded ; . by iin the bptton4e& pi(i 
was 'tmfeakd for dte perditipn of the goilty: 
and unregeneirate And. • And the ibjength 
of' fin is .the law; JSin M the tmn^fffiam fi^ 
the km I and the wufges of Jin is . deatiff {Jb). 
I'hepdrfea hoiine& of diat law of . Q4 
which fin\ perfiiades men to tran^reis la 
fhe • veiy weapon from which he deriyra 
his ibengtfa, bis power of working deftruaion. 
The law of God ..demands perfeft obedience. 
'The penalty for every inftance of diibbedience 
is eternal death. Curied is every one who 
continueth npt in all things, which are writ-i 
ten in the book of the law, to do them (i)^ 
Sin prevails on every man to break the law S, 
and. then with triumphant malignity inflida 
the penalty upon him, and plunges him into 
death eternal. O wretched man that lam! cried 
St. Paul, pouring forth on another occafion the 

(A) 1 JohDj iii, 4. Bom. vir 23. (i) Gal. iii. 10. 
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convi^ons of his foul ; JFbo Jball deliver fM 
from the body of this death P I thank God, 
through Je/us Chrifi oar Lord{k). . Here b 
deliverance: here is conqueft and life and 
bleiTedn^fs for ever and ever. Thanh be 
to ,Godx: which giveth us the viSlory^ through 
our Lord Jefus Cbrift ! Thanks be to God 
that the feed of ,the vv^oman hath bruifed the 
ieipent's head I Chrifi; hath reicued us from 
the powOj Qf the grave : Chrift hath delivered 
us from die ^rath to come. Chrift hath re- 
deemed us from the curie of the law, being 
made a curfe for us. Chrift hath tafted death 
for all naen ; and hath made His foul an. 
offering for fin ; a full perfeft, and ftifiicient 
facrifice, oblatipn, and fatisfadion for the fins 
of the v^^hole w^orld. Chrift hath deftroyed the. 
laft enemy. Chrift hath prepared from the cre- 
ation of the v^orld a kingdom for His faints, 
a kingdom of righteoufnefs where there ftiall 
be no more death, nor forrow, nor crying, 
neither fliall there be any more pain : where 
they ihall fee their Lord face to face, and be 
like unto Him, and reign with Him in bliis 
unchangeable for ever and ever. 

Was it then to indulge curiofity, was it to 
gratify the mind with fiiblime defcription, . 
that the apoftle had thus unfolded the ever- 
lafting triiunph of the Son of Godi and the 

{k) Rom. vii. 24^ 2^. 

everlafting 
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Bim? StwPaol had a nobldi* pnrpoic; tibat. 
poipoie which ¥rB8'the oljcA of his heart in 
alllii^ writiiigii^ in all^his labours; td pro*' 
mote the ^lorj^ of God bj guitfing astd ant'-' 
natsng man to hbiiheis and iaivatkm thfoti^ 
ittib in the blood of ChxiiL Hear the coo* 
du^g leflbn, the great pra^ieal; exhortBtidtt/ 
which, ^ the confequenoe and the fiim tyf hb 
kiibra^ons in this chapter, he addre^ to tiie 
Corinthians and now addreifeflir to ourfdres* 
Whenfum^ my bekveJ hretbren^ he ye JteS^tfi^ 
mtmm^hf dimays ahmnimg in tb^ vmk if 
ike Lord; femjmuch as ye knew that ymr 
laheur ii mt in vain in the Lord. If fhent 
ny beloved brethren, whoie eternal vrd&re 
ought to be my fervent defire, my unceafing 
prayer, my perievering and eameft pur&it; 
if thefe things be itire, be ye iledfail:, vn-^ 
ffioveable. Shew yourfelves the true fer- 
▼anta And foldiers of your Lotd. Continue 
unlhaken in His faith. Hold fad: the words 
pf found dofbrine. Beware lejl any man Jpoil 
^m ibrougb pbihfopby and vain deceit. Avoid 
profane and vain babblings ; and oppofitions of 
, fcience falfely fo called (/), prefumptuous dif-- 
putes raifed on the groundwork of fenfeleis 
(peculation and conjecture, againfl truths 
which refl on tKe promife, and are fecured 

(/) Col. ii. 8, J Tun. vi. 20. 
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by the omnipotence^ o£ God. Continue ftcd- 
fail under temptations to iin. Rejift the 
Devil ; and he will Jlee from you. Call for 
iuccour to your Redeemer, whom Satan 
tempted in yain ; your Redeemer, who has 
openly triumphed on the crofs over all the 
powers and principalities of darknefs; your 
Redeemer, who has promiied that His grace 
fliall be fufficient for you, that he will iavc 
to the uttermoft all who come unto God by 
Him. Continue patient and undifmayed 
under fufFerings. Look unto Jelus, the Au- 
thor and finiiher of your ialvation ; who for 
the joy that was fet before Him endured the 
crofs, defpiiing the fhame, and is now (et 
down at the right hand of the throne of God, 
Be ye always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. The work of the Lord is faith un«' 
feigned. This is the work of God: that ye 
believe on Him, whom He bath fent {ni). The 
work of the Lord is to do the will of God ; 
to be holy, as He is holy. The work of the 
Lord is to ieek firf): the kingdom of God and 
His righteoufnefs ; to labour for the ialvation 
of your own ibul, and that of the ibuls of 
others. In every branch of this blcflcd work 
abound more and more. Strive, through 
the Holy Spirit, to grow in grace, to be a 

(ns) Joho^ vi, 29. 

progrefl^v^ 
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piogreffife example of p^^* Shew yourfelf s- 
CMfKaii. in thought, in word, vnd in deed.' 
Labour , with increaiing tomcfliids to win. 
atb«n to the love of Chrift and the care oC 
tibor eternal inteitft by prudent inftrudioix 
and exhortation, where you may be allowjcd 
Do inftrad and. exhort X* and at all times, and 
in i4l plajcas, by adioming the dodrine of God 
^fonr Sftviour in ,aU things, by j^ng utuf*. 
ftAed proc^ that your heart is iixadify^ go- 
'vcmed by Chriftian motires, and filled with 
Quiilian tempers. You know that your Ia« 
bo«ir k -not in vain in the Lord. Tou know 
that there is a reward for the righteous : that 
your aicended Xiord will return to receive His 
iaints unto HimfHf : that while the widied 
ihall be turned .into hell, and all the people 
who forget God, all who do not make it their, 
leading object faithfully to love and ierve 
tiieir God and R^eemer ; the juft ihall be. 
exalted to the prefence of Father of mercies, 
where there is fulnei^ of joy and pleaiure for 
evermore. Prefs forward then towards the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Chrift Jefus; that you may be admitted 
to the refurredlion of eternal Life. 

Would you feel the awful import of that 
reiurredion ? Realife things unfeen. Suppofe. 
yourfelf an unconverted fmner, recently fe- 

parated 
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jparated from the body, juft arrived on the 
confines of the invifible world. Suppofe 
yourfclf addreifed by one of its glorified in- 
habitants. " Behold thefe abodes ofbliis: 
** thefe ineffable manifeflations of divine 
power and wifdom and love : thefe worlds 
beyond worlds diverfified with countlefs 
modes of exiftence, filling infinity afid etcr- 
*' nity. Behold thefe innumerable- hofts of 
angels. Behold thefe thy brethren ac- 
cording to the flefli, the juftified chtldreh 
of thy father Adam, patriarchs, prophets^ 
and apoflles, faints of every tongue and 
people, and nation ! Lb f There is Chrift, 
the Redeemer of all. King in thy nature of 
*' the univerfe ! Lo ! There is the throne of 
" God t Thefe, hadfl thou accepted the ofFer- 
^' ed mercy, thefe had been thy glories ! To 
" fearch out thefe wonders, to fhare this bleff- 
^' ednefs, that had been thy employment, 
*' that thy blifs, for ever ! This is the Re- 
*^ furredion of life which thou hafl loft 
*' Thou flandefl" — for let penal torture be for 
ia moment fiippofed not to impend — "Thoa 
*' ftandefl on the brink of annihilation. Snatch 
^^ thy lafl glance. The blacknefs of eternal 
'* night is about to clofe thee in everlafling 
" oblivion." What would be thy fenfations ? 
How truly wouldfl thou eflimate life and all 

its 
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its events ! With what longing regret wouldfl 
thou look back upon the very miferies of 
naankind ! Wif h what fervency wouldfl thou 
implore fof a renewal, were it poflible, of 
probation ! " Return me/* thou wouldft ex- 
ck^im^ " to earth ! Weigh me down wiA 
fickneis I Fetter me in dungeons ! Encom- 
pais me with fbrrow from the cradle to the 
grave ! I Ihrink from no evil! I decline 
no iuffering ! Return me to earthy what* 
ever anguiih may await me there, Aat 
through the riches of grace I may pofieis even 
but a poilibility of attaining to the humbleft 
of thefe glories ; of beholding though from 
the remoteft diftance the countenance of 
my Redeemer ; of contemplating from the 
fartheft corner and verge of the univerfe 
the prefence and majefty of my GodT* 
The dream of annihilation is diffipated. Thy 
exiilence is irrevocably prolonged to eternity* 
What then are thy grpanings, what thine 
agonies, when thou beholdeft the throne of 
judgement, the book of condemnation, the 
minifters of vengeance, the gulf of everlafting 
perdition, the priibn of unregenerate men and 
apoflate fpirits, the weeping and wailing and 
gnafliing of teeth of the affemblcd enemies 
of Jehovah ! 

But 
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But fear not thou who art ftcdfali and im- 
moveable, abounding in the work of thy Lord. 
Chrift is rifen from the dead, ^d become the 
firft fruits of them that flept. In thine ap- 
pointed hour thou fhalt rife alio. He died to 
atone for thee : ,Hp arofe to. juftify* thee : He 
afcended into Heaven to prepare a place for 
thee : He fat down on the throne of majeflj 
on high to be head over all things for thy 
falvation. Look up to Him and perfervere« 
Thy labour IJiall not be in vain* Well done^ 
good and faithful fervant ! Thou Ihalt enter 
into the joy of thy Lord I 
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PROV. 111. 17. 

JEErr IfiFSfyi iir^ Whys rf .PJeqfmtnefs i ami alt 

her Paths are Peace. 



A MONG the internal demonfbations of 
•^^ the truth of ChrifHanity^ the excellence 
of the appropriate leflbns refpe6tively ad- 
drefled in the i&cred writings to different de- 
icriptions of itien holds a diilinguiihed place» 
To the wicked the Scripture ipeaks the lan- 
guage of indignation, tempered with offers 
of mercy. To the penitent it promifes for- 
givencfs. The righteous it animates with 
triumphant hope. To the ignorant, it holds 
forth inftru^on ; to the unwary, caution ; 

to 
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t» the prefuniptuDus,. humility ; to the fiieblcf'^ 
minded/ fupport ; to the wavering periei* 
verance ; to the difpirited encouragement ; 
to the afflided, confolation* Who but that 
Power, who diiccms every variety of the 
human difpoiition, ev6ry winding of the 
human heart ; could have been the author of 
a reKgion thus provided with a remedy for 
every corruption, a defence under every 
weakness ? Who but that Power, whole I0V9 
to fallen man was io immeaiurably ^eat, that 
He gave His own Son to die for : a,ft mankind 
upon the crofs ; to die that .all- who believe 
on H,im might be redeemed fronri.the penMty 
of guilt, and might attain everlafting life : 
who but that Father of mercies aiid God of 
all comfort would have, fo gracioully di* 
reded by the fuperintendence of His Spirit 
the lacred writers- of the Bible, that no indi- 
vidual of the human race, to whom Hi« re- 
vealed word ihall be faithfully made known^ 
can periih for want of knowledge ; nor can 
fail of difcovering as the reward of humble and 
diligent and devout enquiry the do^ne^ the 
admonition, the reproof, the exhortation, the 
promife, or the counfel, : precifoly adapted to 
the fituation in which ,be ilands ? . , 

The paflage of Scripture, whicb-we now 

have before us, breathes the Voiee pf tlw; 4Xiofl 

: Vol. I, 5* f oheer- 
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ckeeriAg tfntioumgement. In feveral of thti 
preceding •refiesf Solomoti had drawn a dc- 
fci4pti6n of rdigion under the appellation of 
ih^i^om. Religion is the only true vrifdom : 
Mid fin is the moft flagrant kind of folly. 
The fear of the Lord h the beginning rfwif- 
dotn : and to depart from evil is underjianding. 
To tlie cultivafibn of that true wifdom the 
^{t king iflvites his fon by the aflTurance 
^at al) things whith can be defired are not 
to' be compared unto her; that flic is a bree 
^life to ^ixi that lay hold on her ; that her 
Ipiray^ arfr Ways' of pleaiantnefs, and that all 
her pathft irtf peiate. The invitation, and tho 
motives ^ which it is grounded^ bdong to 
tis, even to atl roen^ To the paths of rdligicm 
every man is called. And the folcmn decla* 
ration, that they are ways of plealantnels and 
peace/ is at once an exhortation to the wicked, 
to fly to thofe tracks in which bleflfednefs re* 
fides ; and to the righteous, to perfevere in 
thofo courfes, in which they have already 
Ibutid reft to their fouls. 

I propdfe in the firfl: place to evince the 
truth of this declaration ; and afterwards to ap^ 
ply it for the inftruftion and improvement 
of thofe, who have not yet chofen the ways 
of religioii; arid of thofe who are walking in 
hei» paths. 

'^ I. The 
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h The r/eliglous man 13 deliYered^ attdv 
delivered by t^lij^oft, from thofe caufea pf 
ibiidtode^ t^rrory afiud affiidionr which ate ithff 
prtncipid £>urc(s of jthe mjiferies of manklndi^ 
And he experienced: helps and QGf\(ohtit>j»»^[ 
to which in proportion as jnen are not r??- • 
li^ousj they are grangers. 

Tfaeie iinportant truths will t^^eax mani** 
&^, if uriiblded by a confideration in detail 
ofr fonje of th^ anxieties and fear^, which re« 
Ijigioni and religion only, removes : and of 
the. <xrre(ponding afliiiances and cam^ 
fiorts, wjhich r^igioni and religion c^ly^ li^ 
i}x>w& 

I. The moA grievous of all the di&tpOSp^ 
which weigh down the h^9^ ^^ ^^^^Wf ^ ^ 
ieqfe of m:^)ardQned guilt. The mofl: tfrr^silk 
of all the apiHrehenfiom which iha]k& the foulv 
Mj^h^ dread of the vengeance of an o^Tendcai 
Qifdi^ From this d\ikris&, ^q^m tibis 9^^^ 
ket^y^^, the religious jQaan is fet free* )ic 
M^.VLf tQ Qodr through Ch^iiit a^ to a xm^ 
cpn^ikd Father* B^hg Jn/iffied Jff fcutb, i# 
kai^eoffwitb God tbr^i^i mr JUrd J^fnsi^y 
Hj^ Ikot longer feels the intoleraUe recpUedig^ 
<^ JS^u;imrJ!fw^;4$^rdfing him into anguifti^ 
and deiput i.l^m in the yery rapp^nts wh^ 
he looks back upon them with th^ profounde^ 

(a)Honi. v«l. 

.,.1 ,Ffa icir. 
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ielf abafement^ he beholds them waflied away 
by the blood of the Lamb of God, who wa» 
facnficed for the tfatifgrcffions of the wholc^ 
wotld. In that facrifice he has learned that he 
has himfelf an interefl: in that facrifice he finds 
pardon and peace. He is no longer alienated 
from God, at enmity with the almighty So* 
vereign of earth and heaven. He contemplates 
his Creator with filial affedion; delights m 
his holinefs ; loves his comn!iandments. He 
hears as addrefTed to himfelf the voice of God 
fpfeaking in His revealed word : Thy Jins and 
thine iniquities I remember no more^ I will be 
to thee a Father ; and thoujbalt be to me a Son. 
Be' thou faithful unto death ; and I will give 
thee a i:rown of l^e {b). The burthen is re- 
moved from his foul ; and he gocth on: his 
way -rejoicing. He feels fpringing up within 
fitis breafl the genuine confblations of the 
gofpel. He feels that the fruit of the Spirit 
is joy and peace. He iis filed with all joy and 
peace in believing (c). Every token of grateful 
obedience which he is enabled to render t& 
hif Redeemer, over^reads his heart with 
gladnefs. Every devout aipiration which he 
dircAs to the throne of grace, difRifes holy 
peace over his foul. He is a fubjeft of the 

(b) Hebr. viii. 12. 2 Cor. vi. 18. Rcv. ii. 10. 

(c) Gal. V. 22. Rom; xm3. 

Prince 
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Prince of peace, an heir of God through 
Chrift, reconciled unto the Father by the 
hlood of the Son. As he advances in reli- 
gion, be advances in happineiV He tuini5 his 
eye backward on the days, when he was 
comparativbly unacquainted with religion; 
and exclaims in the language of holy writ ; 
J had beard of her by the hearing of the ear: 
butfiinv mine eye Jeeth her[d). Her ways we 
vMys of pleqfantnefs : and all her paths edre, 
pea0e*: \ ' ' • • .• f 

\2.. The religious njan is delivered from 
immoderate, fear of falling away from! God 
under future temptations. He knows that 
even unto the bed of death his faith arid hit 
obedience will ; be exercifed by . titoatptation j 
Hor^knows his <)wri weakncfiv Iw^ own' colir*5 
niptipn. He knowis that, if he hdids not faft 
tha^ which he hath, another' iHall take his 
crowQ. He knows that, if he abandons his 
Sayiji^r, his jiame IhaU be blotted out of the 
book gf life (e). He knows, for. his God 
hath pronounced tht .wi^rning; that he is to 
Pq/s the time qf his fojf^imung here in fear ; \tbat 
happy is the man that fecireth alvo(^s(f). Ho" 
fears for himfelf. 3^^ hi$ fear is -not an over^ 
whelming terror. It;is % fear which excludes 

<<0 Job, xlii. 5. (i) Rcr. in. 3. 1 i. 

\jp^ 1 Pet, i, \7. Prov. sxvTu. 14. ' ' 

Ff3 all 
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HX dtf^endende on his own ilrepgtfL It \ik 
lea): which pADduces humility, cautiott, tU 
gilanoft, meditation, and prayer. But it \iir 
not a fedr Which brings anguifh : it id n6t a 
fear whieh ^ urges to defpondencc. Why? 
Becaufe he looks up to Hifn who is mighty td 
fave; to Him who has proniifed ta larc All 
vrho dy to Mim for luccour. He looks to 
the Lord his Sandtifier ; to the covenanted 
afliftance of the Spirit of God. That he 
may obtain fupport from above ; he ne^eAs 
not the 63t»tions which the Scripture^ his 
unerring rule, pronounces to be tktms^Wj tM 
Ids part. While he prays that God wbttM 
«ot lead him* tnt6 ttmptation ; be abftmm 
fmnl neetHbf^y plunging himielf into fbenes 
of trial. While be iblicito from the b<mtity 
of God the true riches ; he neglefts not thd 
talent with which he is entrufted. He is cir* 
ciimfpeifl, watchful, Ibber-minded. He con- 
fiders his wayi^ ' th^t he may turn afide' liis 
foot from evil. • He is zealous to employ to the 
uttermoft the fhength' which he has received 
in promoting the glory of the Giver. Hence 
he applies with devout confidence to Him, 
who has engaged to beftow His Holy Spirit 
on all that alk Him. He lifts up bis heart 
to God in the infpired language oi the 
Pfalmift : Lord! I' am thy fervant : forfake 

not 
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the, work ^f thine (non h(md. ^ Le^ue m^ 
not, neither forf(sJce m^» O, Ggd 4if tfiy JdhatUi^ i 

Cqfi m^ not awqyifrm Thy pTffiifce^ :W4 *^ 
wot Thy Holy Spirh from me. M^rs mio49fg 
the Jty 9f Thy Jukoatkn 4 and Hpkold me with 
Thyi ft0e Spirit (^)- In tha, vwf ^ of m^iraf 
ttwn;; li^ peads the anfwer of hU God. ; My 
grmic is fi^cient Jot thee, , I a^ yoith thee 
'iaixs2ifys. \ I will never leave .. [thee, nor fikrjake 
thee^\.BecauJe thm feareft me^ I have. hearkened 
and. heard. it: and thou Jhidf she mini 'i. and'' I 
wiUiypare. thee as a ifian fpartth :^s awn^ J!» 
that zJiffUeth hirH. Thou ther^orpxi^ fony he 
Jko^ jie the grace that is in Ghri/i jfefus [h).\ 

^ The ireligioiis mBfk . is d^^^^^ (^<>f^ 
corroding, anxieties as to. jtbe i e^c^nts whiak 
may bef^d him during the xefidui^. of his life. 
He hta fet his afiedions on things above^ not 
on things on the earth. His tre^^f is in 
he^Ytuel : and there alio is his heart. Having 
£xk1 rand raiment^ he is therewith content, 
Ott 6arth he is but a ibjoumer and a pilgrim ; 
and ;he perceives that it needs not to be aa 
objQ^l of ferk>u3 concern whether the road 
along which be travels be ibmewhat more 
or lefs fmootb^ whether he m«eta with fome- 
whAt mote Or fewer accommodations oa hia 

(g) PTaltti txvik g.VL II, 12. cxxxriii. 6. 
(h) 2 Cor. xii. 9. . Mattb. xxviii. 20 Hehr. xiii. 9. 

JMal. ii}. lO, }f. ? T\ta. H. l. 

F f 4 journey. 
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j(>urncy/ He fhall iboh reach the cnd> bis 
cvcrlafting home, his cverlafting re(t. ' To 
that home, to that refl-, he ^fteadily looks for- 
ward r' and repines not • at the diffifeultiks of 
the way. And why (hould-he rej>inc ? -What 
if he be overtaken by calamity ? What if he 
beJaid on thb bed of iicknefs ? Cannot Om- 
nipotence remove calamity ? Cannot Omnir 
potence reftbre ^health ? The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro tbrougbmt the whole earth- to 
Jbew himfeJf Jirong in behalf of them, vohofe 
heart is perfelS towards Him (/). Btit what if 
his afflidion be continued ? Knoweth he not 
that all thing's Ihall work together for good 
in the end to them who love God ? He feels 
that he can hiimbly fay with Peter ; Lord! 
Thou Inoivefl all things : Thou Inowe/l that I 
love Thee. He feels that he loves God, anji 
is comforted. But what if he Ihould expe- 
rience, the fcvereft, the leaffc retrievable, of 
worldly deprivations ; the lofs of dear and 
pious friends? Has God provided no balm 
for that wound ? Cannot God provide for 
him other friends, who, in fome meafure, if 
not entirely, may fill the void in his heart 
which death has made ? And the pious 
friends whom he has loft, has he loft them 
for ever ? He has lofl them but for a mo- 
ment. They are but gone a little before him. 

(t) 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 

They 
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They are waiting to wekome. his Arrival, id 
the kingdom of their Redeemer, where they 
ihall meet ia hliis unfpeakable^ never t&piact 
again. In the tnoft trying hour, under d\Cr 
penfations the mofl a£Qid:ive, he remembers 
and he experiences, the confoling influence 
x>f ' the Spirit of God. - He . finds Him to be, 
what He was announced to be, the true dm* 
f^ter. ¥xqtn that Spirit he receives unfail* 
ing fupplies of fupporting and ifarengthei^ing 
grace. - The fn;iits of that Spirit he fliU. £n(^ 
to be joy and peace. • He hears the wQr4s of 
his Saviour;* Let not your heart he troubled; 
and repofes with utjiclounded ferenlty oni Hit 
love. His patient endurance becomes thank- 
ful acquieicence : and his holy calmnefs is at 
times exal;ted_to. joy unfpealable, and full of 

4. The religious man is delivered from the 
fear of thalafl enemy. Death. Through, fear 
of Death ungodly nien are all their lifetime 
fubjeSl to bondage (j J. From this- thraldom, 
thraldom which renders life itfelf a burthen, 
the fervant of God has been refcued. His 
fetters are broken. Before him Death ftands 
di&rmed of bis terrors. What though the 
approach of Death excites tender folicitude for 
thofe whom the dying man, leaves behind ? 
He knows that the Power, who has proteAcd 

him. 
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hinii is able alio to proted): thtm. He liftens 
to the promife of the-Lord : Leave thy father'^ 
lefs children ; / will preferoe them alive : and 
let thy widow truft in Me(i): • He liilens ; 
Mid aiuciety is at art end. What though tht 
approach of Death be accompanied with tMd* 
porary alarms at the profpeft of ftaoding be^ 
fore his Maker ? The heart of the Chriftiafi 
is ibon re'-eftaMlfhed. He remembers that he 
19 to fland before his Maker, not in hb own 
righteoufnefs, but juftified through ^p right'v 
ouihefs of his Redeemer. H^ knows that 
be fhall be complete in Chriji ; that He fhall 
thus be without fault before the throne of 
<yod{l\ Sin, the fting of Death, is taken 
invay. The gloom Which overhangs the val- 
ley of the Ihadow of Death becomes the twi- 
light of an eternal morning. The grave k 
the gate of heaven. The moment which ex- 
tinguilhes mortal exiftence is the commence- 
ment of everlafting life. He longs to bid 
adieu to pain and Ibrrow : he longs to be 
united to the glorified fpirits of the juft whom 
he loved on earth, to join the innumerable 
company of faints and angels ; to behold 
his Redeemer face to face ; to be blefled in 
the prefence of his God. It is thus that the 
righteous fall aflecp. 

(*) Jcr. xlix. 11. (/) Col. ii. 10. Rev. xlv. 5. 

5. There 
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5^ There yet' remain . varioiis. circumflances^ 
iipehich attend the <relxgiou$ man in the ordi^ 
nary courfe oF' his life^ and contribute no 
isDslSL accellions to the daily amoimt of his 
happineis. By the integrity and the kindnefi 
of his condud; for integrity and kindne& are 
among the: genuine fruits of true religion; 
he is on many occaiions placed beyond the 
reach of thofe' who imay be deiirors of in« 
juring hinu JFbo is be that will barm you ; 
who is he that under Vrommon events will be 
able to bring you into trouble; if ye be fol^ 
hwers of thut wbicb is gd$d? In domeftic 
fife has not the reli^ousiman^ and he alone, 
grounds for expeding permanent harmony 
and afFedion ? Will not his friends, feleded 
from among thofe who love their God, be 
found tetadei' and faithful ? Will not his in- 
tercourfe with them be equally a iburce of 
improvement and of delight ? Will not the 
general temper of his mind be cheerful fe* 
renity ? Free from the dominion of ambition^ 
of avarice, of anger, and of other diforderly 
paffions, he deicehds Quietly and contentedly 
along the ftream of life ; ' little molefled by 
many of the ufual caufes of uneafincfs, and 
at a diftance from many of the ordinary oc* 
cafions of danger. From the common boun«- 
tics of Providence he derives higher fatisfac- 

tion 



444 ^ ^^ Happinefs attendant 

tion. than other men. And he has continual 
experience of bleflings, whieh the .wicked 
neither rclilh ,nor perceive. The intcrchaingc 
of day and night, the viciffitudcs of xevolving 
feaibns, - return to him witli renovated joyl 
They prefcnt to his view the Author of all 
things, the Supreme Ob^edl of his gratitude 
and love. The contemplation of the works 
of God, meditation on the wonders of re- 
demption, recoUei^ion of paft mercies, de- 
vout anticipations of future glory : thefe arc 
fubjeds which occupy and expand his hearty 
and caufe it to overflow with that peace of 
God, which paiTeth human underftandingl 
Great peact have they who lave Thy laWy 
Lard. Thou wilt leep bim in ptrfeSi peace ^ 
whofe mind is Jihyed on Thee\ hecauje he 
trujletb in Thee. Godlinefs has the promife of 
the life which now is, as well as of that which 
is to come (m). The ways of religion are ways 
of pleafantnefs ; and all her paths are peace. 

II. I proceed to apply the inflruftion, 
which may be drawn from the text, to per- 
fons of three different defcriptions. 

I . I would firll addrefs thofe who are de- 
cidJy wicked. 

(m) Pfaira cxix. 1(55. Ifaiab^ xxvi. 3. 1 Tira. iv. 8. 

If 
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..' If the Ivays of religion ace ways of plea-*' 
ikntneis and peace ; the oppoiite paths of 
ungodlinefs muft be paths of miiery. What 
laith the Scripture ? The wicked are like the 
troubled fea, when it cannot rejl ; vohofe voa* 
iers cqfi up mire and dirt. There is no peace ^ 
fcuth my Gody to the wicked {n). Do you doubt 
the truth of this declaration of the Omni* 
fcient ? Confider the unrighteous. Do fuch 
men appear to you to be happy? Are the 
tempers of their mmds^ are their views, their 
plans, their fecret refle(ElioDs, fuch ^ as ^ arql 
likely to give birth to inward tranquillity and 
comfort?* If they fcem to enjoy peace, is it 
not the tranquillity of folly, the fecurity of 
ignorance, the flupor of unconcern, the deadt 
nefs of a conscience pafl: feeling, the Judicial 
infatuation of a reprobate . rnind ? Is it not 
the peace of a ipariner who knows not that 
a plank has flarted in the bottom of his veiTel? 
Is it not the peace of a traveller who thinks 
not that the bridge 6n which he croffes the 
gulf is about to iink from beneath his feet ? 
Is it not the peace of a criminal, who fore* 
fees not that the hand of juftice waits but for 
the di^i^ of day to arreft him in his bed, . to 
hurry him to trial and execution ?. Is. the 
conduct of the wicked fuch as is adapted to 

(n) Ifaiah, Ivil 20, 21. 

produce 
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produce happineii ta themfeli^cs ? Does their 
wickednefs render tbdk farpilie^ h^)py ? Doc»i 
it recommend them to you ^ confidential ai^ 
feciate8> as defirable friends ? ::if you wiih Uxt 
additional information, appeatto the wicked 
man himfelf. But appeal to him at a moment, 
when he will fpeak the truth. Appeal to 
him on his death* bed. Enquire of him who-* 
ther his life has been a happy life. Enquire 
whether from his* own experience he would 
eounfel thee to choofe the path of guilt as 
the road to peacew And what if he profefs that 
he has been happy ? Examine and judge, 
whether he can have been a h^)py man. Stand 
thou on the one . hand, while his conicience 
beholds the King of terrors on the other. 
Aik thyfelf whether the poffeffion of the 
whole world wouW bribe thee to take to thy- 
felf his paft life with all its pleafures coupled 
with his prcfent fituation and all its horrors. 
Whoever thou art who haft hitherto walked 
in the ways of fin and mifery ; hear that 
voice, which ftill invites thee to ref)entance, 
pardon, holinefs, and happiness. Hear the 
voice of thy Saviour, who ftill waiteth to be 
gracious. Acquaint thyfelf with Him^ and be 
at peace {o). 

(f>) Job, xxii. 21. 

2. In 
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i. In the a^t place let me requeil the at-^ 
tention of tliofe peribns^ who are wayerlng 
between the paths of religion an4 the paths oi 
guUt. 

. What is the refult of youy exp^ience ? 
Po you £nd peace in your preient courfes? 
The fuppofition is impofiible. You axe tra- 
velling by turns two contrary roads. In both 
of them you cannot be happy. If you find 
peace in one of them ; you muft neceflarily 
find difquiet in the other. What is the fadl ? 
You find peace in neither. You have rather 
too ftrong a fenie of religion to be comfortable 
m the praiftice of iniquity* And you have 
by far too weak a fenfe of religion, to enjoy 
the comforts which belong to the righteous. 
You are too much afraid of God to be able 
without anxiety to provoke Him. And you 
love Him too little to enjoy unmixed delight 
in obeying Him* Hew long bolt ye between 
two opimonsf If the Lord be God, follow 
Him: but if Baal, then follow bim{p). If 
you would find peace T it is evident that you 
muft relinquifh one of thofe paths, between 
which you have hitherto been hefitating^ 
You muil choofe and abide by, the one, 
or the otlier.- What is your choice? In 
which of the two pat^s have you hitherto 

ip) 1 Kings, xriU. 21. 

found 
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7^ 'jtidgfe by ^' tmilSieRom^o'fott cbft- 
cfiide'tbat you ibiH attaih tlw fiir«t^ jprdf^ 
of hftppineis by feriakmg fin^ and devciim^ 
ftkitMf'ir^hGXtf to GSi'i br'hy tenotiAeing 
feligtoiij; and abandoning jtmrfeVT altogttHM 
imto i^ickedpds ? ^ If you would aft^ otm^ 
fiftently, if you iirocdd jnirfxie peace ^vA^ 
my reaibndble chance t>f Aiccefi v you'nliuiE 
idtfpt <mc of' thoie ' metIio£« ^ 'D ttcm ^ te c 
tlic rtfbr ip whether you deem Ik inoit AtlBxtkiic 
tehave God for yow^ tteB^ft *. for-ycrt* 
(enemy: to ipply^- to yomiclf tbfe '^^j^^ 
or the' threatening? of His wofdt -M behoM 
in Gbrift Jefiis'the Saviour of tWpeftttetai 
Of the avenger of unrighteo^iilicfe'!-^^ to' to^ 
or to rcjcd the conibling influence of the 
Spirit of grace : to look forward to the day 
of judgement with triumphant hope, or with 
dcfpairing terror. ' Through^ the lottg-ftif- 
fering of your merciful Father the choice 
is yet in your power. Ghoofe with an hum- 
ble and a ftedfeft heart the iervice of God 
in Ghrift ; and the God of peace ftisSl fanc^ 
ttfy you wholly. You ihall be filled with aft 
Joy and peace in believing. You Ihall con- 
feis that to he fpiriiually-mmded k life and 
peace {jj). • 

(7) I Tbeif. V. 23. Rom. ts. |3. viil. 6. 

3. Let 
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3, Let 1X16 now fpeak to thofe^ who are 
truly religious. 

Perhaps you have been ready to exclaim^ 
that you have been, more or lefs, difappointed 
in your expectations: that you have; not 
found in the courfe of your endeavours after 
faith and holinefs the uniform and full iatis* 
faAion^ for which the declarations of the 
Scriptures had encouraged you to hope : and 
that, iince the promifes of God can never 
fail^ you are in ccmfequence deprei^ed with 
alarming apprehenfions that you have been 
deceiving your own hearts, and are not in 
the number of the righteous. Now God for- 
bid that his minifters fhoidd affirm, that all 
perfbns who have not experienced in religion 
the complete coniblation^ which it holds forth 
to his fervants, are therefore not religious* 
The promifes of God never fail. But there 
may exifb fome circumflance^^ which has hi- 
therto prevented you, which may even now 
prevent you, from reaping due benefit from 
them. Sometimes bodily maladies prey upon 
the :^irits ; and create a melancholy, which is 
a difeafe. In this fituation^ and poifibly it 
may have been, or may now be, the fituation 
of fbme whom I addrefs, the accomplifhment 
of the promifes of Grod is fufpended* For 
wife purpofes known unto Himfelf,. comfort 

Vol. I. G g and 
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and peace are at {>reient withheld. But to 
thbfe who perfevcre in devout and j patient, 
obedience they are, in the oirdinary coiirie o£ ' 
Provident) extended at lafh Sometimea alibt 
perfons, who- are carneft in their defires and 
efforts to be religious^ adopt erroneous opinions 
on ibme branches of religion. Perhaps, unable, 
in common with the reft ctf* mankindh, metapby-r 
fically to delineate the m^^/r, in which- the fore- 
knowledge of God may be confifient with, the 
contingent ialvation of man,^ they >drtually pro- 
nounce iS^em irreconcilable:. and having. thus 
adventured to limit the power ofOninipotpnce, 
they conceive that their lot has been absolutely 
and irrevocably pre-ordained from everlaiting; 
that by the ibvereign and unconditional decree 
of the Almighty they have been created pur- 
pofely to bte placed, according to bis fiat, in 
the realms of eternal bllis, or to be coniigned 
to never-ending woe; and that until death 
fhall remove the veil which conceals their 
appointed manfion, it 'muft ever remain a 
doubt, a doubt loaded vidth torture and diA 
^ may, whether to them heaven be not inac-^ 
ceffible, and hell inevitable. Perhaps th^ 
no Icfs erroneoufly conclude that the attain-^ 
ment of juftifying faith, and the converfion of 
the heart by the regenerating operation of the 
Holy Spirit, are events diflindly manifefted 

~ to 
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to the believer by inward and lupematural 
imprefiions : and not having ekperienctd in 
their own boibms the fenfible tokens of ac-? 
ceptance/ they infer diat they axe unredeemed 
from the penal confequences :ofy guilt, un- 
iandified by the purifying influence. of divine 
grace, aliens^ from God, children of damnation. 
Sometimes men' of piety reftridtr themfelves 
to partial views of religion. Perhaps they. 
nearly confine their /meditation to; their own 
guilt; without ' fufficiently raifing their 
thoughts to the atonement and the interceffion 
of Cnrift, Perhaps they dwelL almofi: exclu^ 
lively 6n\ thfeir own ^^weakncfi and corruption : 
an4 thus think too little; of the fan6lifying, 

the ' univerfal^ an4 the all-fiibduing aid of 
the Holy^Ghofl. Perhaps they fix their 
minds lb intehtly on dodlrines, as to p^y too 
little regard to the regulation of their hearts: 
or, • while they are anxious . . in . the perform- 
ance of good works, are too little careful to 
render them as fruits of faith. Now fo far 
as you mifapprehend the nature of religioni 
you will necefTarily fall fhort of its genuine 
comforts. But it is well if the failure of 
complete confblation in the ways of religion, 
of which you complain, be not owing to 
another and a more general caufe. It is well 
if it be not owing to this circumflance, that 

G g 3 you 
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ycm an not etUir^fy rdq^^ms; *:Yoa dan ^pof^ 
Hists the o om fo i U of religion <miy inprpp9rtftm 
as you afl^mli|^ou8* I£.evii'tfic]m8tk)0ls.ftill 
idume at. ixitanab- dtdrvoEigiiial dominicm 
oror yoor^ finrt': if the raidatiu of imfiib-^ 
dttcd paj(Gom^«plBl» yonr^ i^^ 
taliul didariiatnnl confeqttcncea» ioUcttwie 
aod aagoifli; Chaii^ not dmi* your /want 
of inward . peace on idi^bn: chaijge it on 
ycmr own defiden^ in xdtguiiu In proportion 
as you are finful yon muft eacpeft the wag«s 
of fin. Be throiighly rdi^ona; diat ytrii may 

C^n^dft yef amfort ye my pe^^hp fmtby^w 
Chd{r). Shall not thofe in e?efy oongregiP 
tion, who are indeed the people of God^ be 
exhorted humbly to take unto themfelves^ 
While they continue ^xdh&, in jfatth and holi- 
nefs^ the conl(blations which their God has 
provided for them ? Fear not ye, who have 
ftt your hearts on ialvation through ChrifL 
Fear not ye : for ye feek Jejus which was cru^ 
cified. Fear not ye: for your Redeemer 
liveth. Fear not ye : for ye have an Al- 
mighty Protcftor. Fear not ye : for he hath 
promifed to ftrengthcn you with might ade- 
quate to your trials. Fear not ye: for ye 
are imder the guidance of infinite wiidom, 

(r) Ifaiab, xl. 1. 

goodnefs. 
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goodnefs^ and love. Fight the good fight of 
faith. You fhall have ferenity during the con- 
flift, and viftory at the clofe. Ca^ all your 
care on Him, who caretb for you. Rejoice in 
the word of God ; comfort yourfehes in the 
word of the Lord. Verily ye Ihall know, 
that the work of rigbteoufnefs Jhall he peace ; 
and the effeSl of rigbteoufnefs, quietnefs and 
affurance for ever {f). 

(5) Ifaiah> xxxih,I7. 



THE END 
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